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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road. 

(01305) 785895. Email: gillandjohndean@btinternet.com 

Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. Email: 

davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk  Please contact David if you wish to place 

an advert or renew an advert. 

Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson: Email: caroline@elephantsears.org  

Please send all articles and editorial to the compiler. When sending an email, 

you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject 

heading, or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number 

for queries.  Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are 

welcome but anonymous letters will not be published. Note: the views and 

opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily 

those of the editor, compiler or publisher.  Every effort is made to ensure all 

information provided is correct at time of going to press. Closing date for 

articles: 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: 

(including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding 

month. PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP 

AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the 

strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 

Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and 

services described are both fair & accurate. Adverts will not be placed in 

Contact without prior payment.  Copies of Contact (if not delivered to your 

door) available at: Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and hairdresser 

next door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 

Codfathers. Online in colour on the Chickerell website.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE By James Bennett: Find us at 

www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including past issues.

HEALTH INFORMATION

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with 

Chickerell Surgery) Registered patients are requested to use the internet site: 

www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk for any medical query 

or appointment request. If unable to access this: Tel: 01305 782226.  

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999. For critical 

conditions: DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL Accident and Emergency 

Department, Dorchester. Urgent, less critical: WEYMOUTH URGENT 

CARE CENTRE, Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, 

seven days a week. 

CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to 

Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm). Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 

9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.

**********************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Chickerell.

DIARY DATES  -OCTOBER

For more see local group entries

1st: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

2nd : Chickerell Library coffee 

morning 10-11.30.

2nd: Walkers Club meets, 2pm.

2nd: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

5th: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

6th: Colour & Chat, library 2-4pm.

7th: Walkers Club meets 10am. 

7th: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm. 

12th: Peto Book Club, library, 2pm.

14th: Craft Group library, 10.15-

12.15.

16th: St Mary’s Coffee morning, 10am 

to 12 noon, North Aisle Café.

16th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

17th: Walkers Club 9am start at 

Lugger. Ends at village café. Café 

10am to 12noon, Willowbed Hall.

17th: Town Councillor surgery, 10am-

11.30am, Library.

17th: Town council litter pick. Meet 

9.30am, Willowbed.

20th: Walkers Club meets 10am.

20th: Colour & Chat, library 2-4.

20th: Town Council monthly meeting, 

7.15pm, Willow Suite.

21st: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm.

24th: Give or Take Day, 9.30am-

12.30pm, LDS Church.

26th: Lego Club, library, 2pm.

28th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15

30th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.
 31st: Coffee morning, Chickerell 

Methodist Chapel, 10-11.30am.

October is here, bringing the first days of autumn. What a glorious summer 

we have had. Now we want some rain for the gardens and reservoirs. 

It is Hallowe’en time at the end of the month. Great to see the Life and Soul Village Café back in the refurbished 

Willowbed Hall. Do not forget the litter pick if you are able to help this month – see town council news. There is 

also a request for crafters to get crafting for the Remembrance poppy display at Chickerell Town Council; and 

note the date for the Jingle & Mingle for Christmas. 

Good news for Chickerell Library this month with the granting of planning permission to extend the building. 

Now they have to raise the money for the project. You can help by buying bricks – see news item. Congratulations 

to Elspeth Turner for her long service award from the Royal Voluntary Service for delivering library books. 

I was pleased to hear that Chickerell football club have a new chairman and are looking forward to coming back to 

play at The Stalls next year.

This month we welcome Paul Myers as agent for Mohune Way. 

And finally, do not forget to put your clocks back at the end of this month.                                              John Dean
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NEWS……NEWS….. NEWS….

LIBRARY EXTENSION GETS GO-AHEAD - FUND-RAISING APPEAL LAUNCHED: News from 

Chickerell Community Library: The Friends of Chickerell Community Library are pleased to announce that 

planning permission has been granted for the new extension. We now need to raise £250,000.  A range of fund 

raising activities have already started. 

BUY A BRICK!

We will need all the help we can get so if you have any ideas to contribute please let us know 

pamela.woodland2@gmail.com.  And watch this space for opportunities to contribute. (In the meantime you can 

call into the library to ‘buy a brick’ and put a Lego brick in the pot for a donation towards the building fund).

For library events this October – including Lego Club over half term-  look under library section in this issue. 

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL UTD: New Chairman makes pledge to local football: Chickerell United’s 

new Chairman Steve Coward has pledged to give his all to Chickerell Utd - and wants to encourage families new 

to the area to come on board and support it.

“I have been involved at the club since I was 17 years old as a player, then managing youth development followed 

by Reserve Team Manager and then First Team Manager. I have enjoyed all roles and given my all in making this 

a successful club/team. Throughout my time at the club I have made many life time friends as player and manager. 

It is nice to see that these friends are all now part of the committee and as a group I am sure we can achieve our 

goals and return the club to good health.

“For the last few years I have stepped away from football, but now with the opportunity to become chairman of 

Chickerell United it is an honour to return and I will give 100% as I have in my previous roles. Though I think this 

could possibly be the biggest challenge I have had at the club, I will give my all to help Chickerell Utd back on 

track. 

EVENTS PLANNED

“Within this role I am keen to encourage new members of the community to be part of the club that I have grown 

up with. When I was playing we were a small village and most families knew each other; and we would love to 

welcome and encourage new families to support and be part of our local team. 

“Throughout the season we will be having events to raise money for the club and these will all be updated in 

Contact and on social media. Hopefully this is where we will meet old and new residents of the village, as the 

more people we can encourage to support our club and be part of it, the quicker we will grow.”

• Originally formed in the early 1900s, as Chickerell Excelsior, the club currently has a team playing in Division 

4 and is playing ‘home’ matches at Redlands. The home pitch - The Stalls (on Lower Way) has undergone 

major works from Wessex Water during this year. It is hoped the pitch will be ready for next year’s season.

*******************************************************************************************

GIVE OR TAKE IS BACK: ITEMS FOR FREE: The popular Give or Take  Day, where you can take things 

you don’t want and./or get items you do want for free, is back on Saturday 24th October at the Latter Day Saints 

(LDS) Church on Chickerell Road (opposite Budmouth) .

Organised by Dorset Council (waste services and recycling) it will be open from 9.30am to 12.30pm, with items to 

be dropped off from 9am to 11.30am. No dealers or traders. People can bring up to 15 items – such as small 

furniture, kitchenware, household items, tools, DVDs, CDs, bicycles, toys, books and clothes/reusuable linen 

(curtains, sheets), but they must all be in good condition. Large items that won’t fit in a car, duvets and pillows, 

hazardous/toxic items and gas/electric goods are not accepted. 

There is no limit to how many items people can take. Items left at the end of the day will be saved for future 

events, donated to local charities, furniture reuse centres or recycled.

Dorset Council says it all helps reduce waste and is one of the best ways to help the environment.

*******************************************************************************************

TOWN COUNCILLOR GETS LONG SERVICE AWARD FOR VOLUNTEERING ROLE: Chickerell 

Town Councillor Elspeth Turner has been awarded with a 15 year Long Service Medal at Chickerell Community 

Library for her work with the Royal Voluntary Service’s free Home Library Service. 

Elspeth has been choosing and delivering library books for more than 17 years to people who cannot get out due to 

health or mobility issues. She said it was an honour and a pleasure to help people in the community:  “Combining 

the provision of reading materials with a regular social visit by a volunteer means a lot to people and can make a 

real difference in their lives.” Chickerell Mayor Coun Neil Hudson presented the award along with an award to 

Home Library Service volunteer Alice Craven for her five years of volunteering. For more information on the 

Home Library Service call 01305 236666 or email dorsethomelibraryservice@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
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NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES – more overleaf

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES  Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone 

568674 for more details). Tuesday: am: Move it or Lose it, 10am-11am. Pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB). 

Wednesday: pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly). 

Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB).  *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of 

Ballet)  contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS: The committee was very saddened to hear of the death of Clive Hall. Clive had been a long-time member 

of the committee and a stalwart supporter of the hall, especially the Bingo events. We will miss him.

Bingo dates for October are 2nd, 16th and 30th. Looking ahead, Christmas Bingo will be held on Friday 11th 

December. Coffee mornings will revert to monthly from 5th October and will be a combined event with Chickerell 

Foodbank available to all residents. Chickerell Town Councillors will also be on hand for local issues/concerns.

We have large bags of firewood (£4) and kindling (£2) available. Contact Robbie on 01305 785255. A reminder to 

dog walkers who use the field – please place your poo bags in the bin. The hall is a drop off point for the food 

bank when open. For booking enquiries please contact Joe on 07921509490.

LIFE & SOUL WALKERS CLUB: Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday of the month at the Turks Head pub, East Street 

The beef steak pie went down a treat! Thank you to all the staff at The Turks Head Inn; once again we were spoilt!

By the time you read this report we will have had our mystery outing.

For our next meal we are having cottage pie with cheese on top and vegetables, followed by fresh fruit salad.

We do still have a few spaces; if you would like to join us, come as strangers and leave as friends!

For any queries or cancellations please phone Ann 07387 223339 or Ruth 775364.  

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM THE LIFE & SOUL COMMUNITY TRUST  

The next Life & Soul café is on Saturday 17th October from 10am to 12noon at the Willowbed Hall and is 

preceded as always by the Life & Soul Walking Club walk (see walking club below). 

The Life & Soul trustees are busy sorting through the nominations for the Local Heroes Awards night in 

November and have remained busy preparing for Christmas! 

Great news for the children of Chickerell – the trustees have been directly in contact with Father Christmas and he 

has agreed to return to the town this December to repeat the ever-popular Santa’s Christmas Float Tour where he 

will travel around Chickerell, with his Life & Soul helpers, to meet the town’s children. The confirmed date for 

this is Thursday 3rd December. The exact timings and route will be confirmed nearer the time. There is good 

news for the adults too - the Christmas Bingo is back! It will be held at The Lugger on Thursday 17th December. 

Timings to follow in next month’s Contact (November issue). 

Friday 2nd October: Bird Sanctuary Walk. Meet 2pm at Southill car park. Just under three miles with half way tea 

stop. Easy flat walk.

Wednesday 7th October: Radipole Village Walk. Meet 10am, Willowbed Hall. Medium circular four mile walk.

Saturday 17th October: Our normal one-hour social walk from The Lugger. Meet at 9am. Suitable for all and 

all welcome. Good views of the Fleet; ends at the village café.

Tuesday 20th October: Moreton Circular Walk. Meet on corner of old tea rooms and church Moreton, 10am. 

Three mile walk ending at Walled Garden Café. 

Our Open Day/Gift Day in September was a great success. The church looked superb with around a dozen flower 

arrangements and displays about our Eco-journey and ourselves. There were cakes in abundance, refreshments 

available and books and cards for sale. At present the rough estimate is that over £1300 was raised. Carole also did 

the ‘Ride and Stride’ event for Dorset Historic Churches Trust and raised over £600 in sponsorship, half of which 

will be returned to St Mary’s. Thank you to everyone who participated, attended and/or donated.

Our next coffee morning will be on the third Friday, 16th, and our Harvest Lunch will be on Wednesday 

14th. The Hundred Club winners in August were 19, 35 and 54. 



Email: shop@weypaintandtile.co.uk



The Craft and Chat group will meet at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesdays 7th & 21st  October . Bring your own 

craft and enjoy a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new. We welcome new members to our craft groups 

or just come along for a chat. Coffee Morning Saturday 31st October from 10-11.30am in the Chapel. Coffee/tea 

and cake/biscuits will be served and there will be the usual raffle. All welcome. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

From Jacqui: “A big thank you to all who support us, enabling Mary’s Place to support those needing a little help 

for numerous reasons in this time of increasing prices; especially when we are all noticing it.  Without you we 

wouldn’t be able to help. Anyone struggling, whether they are a family, a single person, couple or pensioner, 

please do ring the number above; leave a message and I will get back to you.”

We are in need of the following: Tins of: Sweetcorn, carrots, garden peas.

Tins of tuna, mackerel, sardines.       Tins of macaroni cheese, ravioli.          Any tinned meat.  

Biscuits.     Toiletries.     Any Christmas treats.

Our drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane (shed if out); Chickerell Library (when open); Chickerell Primary Academy 

(term time only); Wisebuys, Lynch Lane; Victory Hall, Charlestown; 57 Oldridge Rd;  11 Randall Close (garage if 

out). Chickerell Town Council offices at the Willowbed Hall: The council can take donations Monday to Thursday, 

between 9.30 and 12noon. 

MORE LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

WYKE REGIS GARDENING CLUB: Join us for a Quiz Night on October 17th  at 7pm; open to members and 

guests. Soft drinks and nibbles provided but bring whatever else you would like. £5 per person, teams of up to six. 

Tickets available from the Clubhouse as well as our usual stock of seeds, composts and garden sundries. The 

Clubhouse in Rylands Lane is open on Wednesdays from 2pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Membership is £10 per year. For more information email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or call 01305 602137.

ANDYSMANCLUB Helping to get men talk, meets Mondays 7pm (except Bank Holidays) in the Dry Dock, St 

Thomas Street, Weymouth; at the Beehive, Portland and Den’s Café, Antelope Walk, Dorchester 

info@andysmanclub.co.uk  (National Charity). 

SOUTHILL GARDENING CLUB meets at Southill Community Centre at 7.30pm on Tuesday 13th October. 

Local history enthusiast Graham Perry will talk on the development of Weymouth’s town centre from Roman 

times to the 20th century, using maps and pictures. Members and non-members welcome. Refreshments available. 

Further information on the meeting or the club in general from 01305 788939.

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall. 

FRIENDS OF WEYMOUTH LIBRARY (FOWL) meets Saturday 3rd October at 10.30am in Weymouth 

Library for a talk by Jacqueline and Brian Sutton on the ill-fated marriage of Frances Shea to Reggie, one of the 

notorious Kray twins. Entrance fee £3. All welcome. Enquiries: 01305 832613.

At the September meeting, Owen Davies, Estate Manager of Athelhampton House, took us through the rich 

history of Athelhampton House and Manor and its owners, going back long before the Doomsday 

Book.  Although the Manor predates the Norman Conquest,  Athelhampton Hall was built in 1485 by Sir William 

Martyn.  Sir Nicholas Martyn, the last of the male line, died in 1595, leaving four daughters, each inheriting one 

quarter of the estate.  These passed to their respective husbands and over the years these shares were sold and 

traded.  Several future owners lost the house through drinking and gambling and ultimately the house fell into 

disrepair.  Throughout the 19th and 20th Century, owners restored and upgraded the house to the gem that we see 

today.  An excellent evening which motivated everyone to revisit this local attraction.

For more information about future meetings and events, please contact Jacqui on 07870 411721.

COMMUNITY LUNCH at Marshallsay Court on 20th October. Get together and enjoy homemade soup (two 

varieties) plus ham or cheese roll followed by tea/coffee and homemade cake for a voluntary donation. 

Tele/message 07591851075 for more details.
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A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 

(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:

£18.00 an issue

£94.00 for six issues

£169.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year) 

Adverts need to be a JPEG and sized

All discounts must be paid for in advance



CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell. Telephone: 01305 760095

Opening Hours:   Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm and 4-6pm; 

                               Thursday 2-4pm;  Friday  2-4pm; Saturday 10am-12.30pm.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX

Tel: 01305 766920   Email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com

 For more information please visit: ducklingspre-schoolchickerell.co.uk or our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 

Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

Coffee Morning Friday 2nd October 10–11.30am,– chat with friends old and new over a coffee. Raffle. Peto 

Book Club: Monday 12th October 2pm. New members welcome. Colour and Chat Group, 6th & 20th October 

2-4pm. Pictures & pens/pencils provided. Come along & enjoy a relaxing afternoon with friends.  Craft Group – 

bring your own craft & enjoy a cuppa – Wednesdays 14th & 28th October 10.15-12.15. Lego Club: Monday 26th 

October at 2pm. Pokemon Club – please check on the Facebook page for details.

The Friends of Chickerell Library’s new leaflet (available at the library, minimum donation suggested £2) 

describes a walk around the old village of Chickerell and East Fleet, plus historical snippets about buildings along 

the way. Walks are approximately four miles/6.5km long and take about one and half hours. Drawings by the late 

Eric Ricketts, reproduced by the kind permission of his family, are included in the leaflet. 

Remember when the library’s open, there are photocopying facilities, two computers for public use and books & 

greeting cards available for a donation, local history books, and we are a drop-off point for Chickerell Foodbank.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY - Rashley Road. 

School Office: 01305 579148 – please contact office if you are new to the area and would like to join our school

NEWS: Our children, including our youngest learners in Chickadees, have settled brilliantly into their new 

routines and have enjoyed a busy and exciting start to the academic year.

This half-term, our focus is on one of our six key learning skills: independence; what independence means and 

it can be demonstrated by children at school, home and in the community. From taking responsibility for their 

belongings and making choices about their learning to persevering when things are challenging, we have been 

encouraging children to recognise the ways they can become increasingly confident and independent.

It has also been an exciting half-term for our older pupils. Forty children from Years 4–6 enjoyed five days at 

Magdalen Farm, experiencing life on a working organic farm, caring for animals and plants; taking part in a 

range of activities including night walks, orienteering, low ropes, fire lighting, eco arts and pedal-powered 

smoothies! They also learnt about climate change and becoming ‘Planet Protectors’. It was wonderful to see the 

children challenging themselves, working together and developing their independence away from home.

Year 5 also enjoyed a three-day visit to Leeson House, where they explored the local area, developed their map 

and compass skills through orienteering and took part in team games. They also enjoyed creating nature art and 

took part in a pond study, investigation living things, life cycles and food chains. 

Back at school, we have been busy adapting our classroom environments with a focus on bringing the outside 

in.  By introducing natural elements and creating calm, welcoming and purposeful spaces, we aim to provide 

environments where children feel comfortable, engaged and ready to learn.

As we reach the end of our first half-term, we are incredibly proud of everything our children have achieved. 

From our Chickadees settling into their routines to our older children heading off on residential adventures, there 

has been so much to celebrate.

We would like to thank our families and the wider Chickerell community for their continued support and wish 

everyone a happy and enjoyable half-term break. We look forward to another exciting half-term ahead! 

NEWS: The children at Ducklings Pre-School have settled back in wonderfully after the summer holidays. It’s 

been lovely to see everyone back, enjoying time together, having lots of fun and making the most of being outside 

– especially now the weather has cooled down a little! We’re looking forward to another busy term, including 

welcoming back Dance with Carly and Sing, Sign and Play with Sandra. Both sessions are a fantastic way to 

enrich the children’s experience, giving them lots of opportunities to enjoy music, movement, singing, signing and 

joining in together. They’re always a big hit with the children! If you're looking for a nurturing, play-based start 

for your child, we would love to welcome you to Ducklings. Limited spaces; please get in touch to find out more.
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Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall and Willow Suite, Putton Lane, Chickerell. 

Office open: Monday to Thursday 9.30am to noon Tel: (office hours) 01305 767458. 

Website www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk 

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Town Council

 full council meeting 

3rd Tuesday monthly, 

This month: 20th OCTOBER

in the Willow Suite, 

at 7.15pm.

HALL & SUITE at Willowbed & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 

Way:  Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING: 

Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 

Council which covers this area is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 

streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 

have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 

DOG WARDEN: Contact by email:  envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.

FLOODING: For sandbags, please call 01305 251010 and ask for 

emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 

report all incidents to the police 

either online: website is 

dorset.police.uk - see the 

Contact section (where you can 

report crime online) - or by 

calling 101, the non-emergency 

number available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 

progress or life in danger call 

999. 

CCTV is around the 

Willowbed field & is 

constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600. 

Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT Dorset Council 

on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  follow links to 

planning section and search for Chickerell to view applications.

The Town Council has responsibilities for Chickerell’s open spaces, eg., Willowbed field, Claypits (off Glennie 

Way) and the land off Meadow Close. It is also responsible for the hiring out of the Willowbed Hall & Willow 

Suite & Sports Pavilion (Lower Way); has responsibilities for the local cemetery (St Mary’s), bus shelters, the 

play area on the Willowbed field and allotments. Please contact the council if any issues with these areas. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS received by Dorset Council   

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL –see overleaf for Willowbed news
HELP CHICKERELL REMEMBER:  Following the success of last year’s Remembrance display, Chickerell 

Town Council is inviting residents to create handmade poppies for our 2026 installation. Whether knitted, 

crocheted, sewn or crafted, every poppy will help expand this special community tribute. Completed poppies can 

be dropped off at the Town Council during normal opening hours. Free patterns will be available to download via 

the Town Council website.

COMMUNITY LITTER PICK:  Residents are invited to join a Community Litter Pick on Saturday 17th 

October. Meet at the Willow Suite, Willowbed at 9.30am, where litter-picking equipment and safety guidance will 

be provided. Whether you can spare half an hour or the full two hour session, everyone is welcome, and to join in 

with hot drinks back at the Willowbed at 11.30am. More details, including updates, will be on the Chickerell Town 

Council website and social media channels ahead of the event.

CHRISTMAS AT WILLOWBED: JINGLE & MINGLE IN CHICKERELL: A festive celebration is all set 

for Friday 20th November from 4-8pm at the Willowbed with a Christmas market, food and drink, family activities 

and plenty of Christmas spirit to help kick-start the festive season. A limited number of indoor Christmas Market 

stall tables will be available to book. Local makers, crafters, small businesses, charities & community groups 

interested in having a stall should visit the Town Council's events page for more details or telephone the council. 

TOWN COUNCILLOR Surgery takes place every 3rd Saturday of the month alternating between Marquis of 

Granby pub & Chickerell Library. This month at Chickerell Community Library, October 17th, 10am-11.30am.

P/FUL/2026/04414: Land East of Church Lane, Buckland Ripers, DT3 4BT: Erect new dwelling. 
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WILLOWBED HALL OFFICIAL OPENING 
The official opening of the newly extended and refurbished Willowbed Hall has taken place with a special ribbon 

cutting ceremony and open afternoon for local residents to view the new facilities.

Chickerell Mayor Coun Neil Hudson and Mayoress Mrs Mandy Zhang cut the ribbon in front of the plaque on the 

new extension, (pictured, below left). The new plaque, to commemorate those involved in the project, is sited 

above the original plaque from when the hall originally opened in 1995. The original hall was partly funded by 

money raised by local residents, through Chickerell Carnival and other events.  The new facilities, which had total 

external funding secured of more than £570,000, (full total cost not finalised as yet) include a Willow Suite – 

designed to be a flexible small space for meetings, events and weddings – in the old council office and council 

meeting room, and a refurbished Willowbed Hall and a remodelled kitchen.  In the new extension there is a new 

public entrance and new town council offices. Outside, there is new cycle parking, provision for electric rental 

bike parking & improved overall access with an accessible public toilet.  The vehicle access has been relocated 

around the back leaving a pedestrian area at the front with benches and planting. 

WELCOMING

Coun Hudson said the newly enhanced Willowbed Hall and 

extension was a milestone for the town council and for the 

wider community, meeting the needs of residents now and 

for many years to come, It offered a modern, flexible and 

welcoming community space. He added the project could 

not have happened without the commitment, expertise and 

support of many and had involved many years of planning, 

perseverance and hard work. Town councillors and town 

council staff past and present had worked hard for this to be 

achieved. Dorset Council had helped with the applications 

for funding.

Rebecca Smith of Western Design Architects said the 

project had involved working in challenging conditions with 

downpours in the first few months followed by a record- 

breaking hot summer with temperatures of 37 degrees. 

There had also had to be some redesigning following the 

discovery of redundant services and drainage. 

Improvements throughout the whole building include:  Redecoration throughout with upgraded LED lighting, new 

windows and new solar panels. The old main hall has a refurbished floor with new acoustic panels to improve 

sound quality and reduce echo. The original kitchen has been remodelled (is more compact) and original toilets 

refurbished. In and on the walls outside there is a bat tube for bat access, two bee bricks and swallow cups. 

PLANTING AROUND THE HALL

Apart from the planting completed immediately in front of the hall, bare earth areas round the back of the hall are 

set to be planted up this winter with mixed planting.  Small areas on the Willowbed field are also due to be planted 

with mixed planting such as alder, holly, hawthorn and blackthorn. 

The old council meeting room, now part of the Willow Suite for small functions/meetings, was laid out for a 

wedding on the open afternoon (picture above) The suite has a civil marriage and partnership licence, 

allowing it to be used for ceremonies.  The exterior access has been improved (pictured above).
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OCTOBER 1994

• Chickerell Youth Club (for over 12s) was open evenings twice a week - Tuesday evenings for informal table 

tennis, pool, darts and TV – with plans for Thursday evening sessions for ‘discussions and information relevant 

to young people’. Helpers were wanted to assist the youth leaders and sell tuck. 

• Victory Hall had a portable skittle available to hire with the hall.  It had already been used for the Victory Hall 

Knockout Skittles Tournament. The hall was to host a charity fish and chips supper in aid of the Parkinson’s 

Disease Association in October 1994.

• Chickerell Parish Council reported that the Amoco (UK) Exploration Company was to carry out seismic testing 

in the Chickerell area over one day in November 1994.

• Friends of Chickerell School said it would be the last year in the old Chickerell School buildings: “Hopefully 

we will be in our new premises at the start of the next school year in September 1995.”

• Betty Penny’s Fashion Cavalcade with costumes from 1600 to the 1920s was to be presented at Budmouth 

School this October 1994.

DID YOU KNOW THAT: Monks from Abbotsbury left their mark in Chickerell: In October 1986 – forty 

years ago - Contact published an article from the then vicar, Rev O J Newnham, about the village’s West Street 

and why it was called (up until 1905) Cow Lane, a corruption of Cowl Lane, as on an anorak. 

It was all to do with the monks from Abbotsbury: “The lane was reputed to be the draughtiest in Chickerell, and its 

top corner the chilliest, so it is easy to imagine the monks putting their cowls over their heads for this part of the 

trip.” The monks house once stood on the site of 9 North Square and they trod a little path to St Mary’s, where 

their trace remained in an entrance door (now sealed) a sundial and a mural. The mural on the original north wall 

of the church showed St Christopher with the child Jesus on his shoulders and a monk kneeling beside. The mural 

was whitewashed over in 1759 at a cost of five shillings (25p) and lost for ever when the wall was demolished in 

the widening of the church in 1834. 

The last few weeks of hot weather continued to see sitings of butterflies, and it was a treat to see a Clouded 

Yellow in the Chickerell Downs Woodland Trust site. This migrant butterfly comes from Southern Europe and in 

its warm native countries it produces up to four broods a year. The heat was ideal for it; in fact, there was an 

‘explosion’ of thousands of Clouded Yellows in one site in Dorset this year. The female butterfly is largely bright 

yellow and may have some spots in the dark margins of its wing edges. They feed on the flowers of clover, thistle, 

knapweed and marjoram and enjoy the nectar from marigold flowers. They do not rest with their wings open and 

are easily disturbed.

As the weather cooled down at last, the last few Swallows and House Martins gathered over Chickerell to have a 

last feed up of insects, either high in the sky or low over the fields, before heading off overseas for the winter. It is 

always sad to see them go, but they will be back next spring. To cheer us up a little flock of Long Tailed Tits – 

‘flying lollipops’, were seen hopping around in the shrubs behind the Willowbed Hall.  There are also plenty of 

lively Starlings flying between roofs and trees and flocks of Sparrows chattering and flying in and out of the 

denser bushes and shrubs around Chickerell. 

After seeing brown and parched lawns for weeks the little amount of rain has seen the green in the grass return. 

Bristly Oxtongue, that look like prickly dandelions, seem to have done very well this year and have been 

sprouting up in number across Chickerell. You need a sturdy pair of gloved hands to pull them out; some have 

very long roots; but their yellow flowers have been good for insects. 

It has been noticeable that the elderberries have been hanging heavily in big bunches on the branches of the trees 

that border the stream between Lower Putton Lane and the Grey’s Field estate. The smell at one point was akin to 

walking through a brewery. Could this be the sign that a cold winter is on the way? 

THIS ALSO HAPPENED HAPPENED IN OCTOBER: On the October 8th 1896, the Parish Council agreed 

that Mr Marshallsay would light the then eight lamps in Chickerell and he would be paid just over £2 a month to 

do it; another man, Mr Andrews, would light the two lamps in Charlestown – for the same wage.

On October 12th 1962, Chickerell and District Garden Produce Association held its Harvest Home Supper with a 

service at St Mary’s & a supper of pork pie, pickles and cold ham followed by toasts and a ‘local celebrity concert’ 

which included The Beauties of the Harem by Dr Fred and Bert and a singalong of popular songs.





EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENTS THIS OCTOBER

WEYMOUTH PAVILION: (Box Office 01305 783225) Website: weymouthpavilion

Attractions at the Pavilion this month include stories from the stage and screen with veteran actor Nigel Havers 

on October 19th and comedian Paul Merton with Suki Webster and their friend Mike McShane, promising a night 

of improv comedy, games, scenes and comedy two days before on October 17th. Comedian Rainer Hersch 

promises to explain all about classical music on October 15th. 

Tribute shows include: ELO Again on 16th October.

Fans of West End musicals might want to see The Phantoms on October 8th starring Lee Mead, This promises a 

spellbinding night of music from shows such as Les Mis, The Phantom of the Opera and West Side Story.

Films at the Pavilion include: The new film release Pressure, telling the tale of the weather expert James Stagg 

(played by Andrew Scott) who impacted D-Day. This is set to be screened on October 5th – 7th (various times). 

Brendan Fraser stars as Eisenhower.

The Death of Robin Hood; dark days for the legendary outlaw - starring Hugh Jackman, is also at various times 

from 5th – 7th October. 

Practical Magic 2, starring Nicole Kidman and Sandra Bullock; screening at various times from October 6th – 7th. 

Event Cinema: English National Ballet’s Sleeping Beauty is due to be screened on October 14th.

*******************************************************************************************

NOTHE FORT ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE: A Pirate Weekend on October 3rd and 4th (10am to 4pm) with a 

pirate themed treasure hunt, parade ground pirate ship and pirate themed games and activities including a water 

cannon. 

The ever-popular Artillery Display is back on 11th October with firings between 12noon and 3pm.

A Cold War Exhibition – Hidden in Plain Sight, is on from October 5th to 18th (10am to 4pm). This new preview 

exhibition uses the fort’s nuclear bunker as a starting point and promises to reveal little known stories from the 

Cold War. The fort is keen to hear from anyone who has their own memories of this period in time - to build more 

information that would help in developing the more recent history of the building.

For more information including Hallowe’en Half Term Fun from October 24th to November 1st (10am-4pm) 

see nothefort.org.uk

*******************************************************************************************

BIKES ON THE SANDS October 10th and 11th:  Weymouth Beach Motorcross is all set to tear along the beach 

on Saturday October 10th with races from 11am on the following day. 

*******************************************************************************************

FILM NEWS: That loveable ogre Shrek is set to return next summer (2027) in animation Shrek 5, with Shrek and 

his now teenage kids off on adventures with the ever enthusiastic Donkey.
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CHURCHES PAGE FOR OCTOBER

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

Sunday Services at 9.30am, with coffee/tea and chat afterwards.  

4th   October                                  Morning Worship - Jacqui Meadows

11th October                                  Parish Communion & Harvest Festival – Rev Geoff Hebbern

18th October                                  Parish Communion - Rev Richard Simmons

25th October                                  Parish Communion – Rev Gordon Crowther

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road. Rector: 01305 784649. Services 11am Sundays

 Rector: Rev John MacKenzie

4th October         Pam Woodland  (Harvest)                                    11th October        Rev Deborah Cornish

18th October       Angela Gardneer                                                   25th Ocrober       Tim Wells

We invite anyone who is new to the area to join us for our Harvest Festival on 4th October at 10.30am in the 

chapel and as usual, we are asking for packet and tinned items; which will be passed to the Foodbanks at Westham 

and Chickerell.  The Harvest Lunch is booked at the Victoria Inn on the 3rd following decoration of the chapel.  

See more about Methodist Church groups and regular events in the Methodist Church news section each month

THE BENEFICE OF WEYMOUTH ST PAULS WITH FLEET – Service at Fleet 2nd Sunday of the month

Holy Trinity Churches Fleet: Monthly church services at the Old Church in Butter Street until further 

notice, based on our usual 30-minute communion service, starting at 9am.

Parking available in the field opposite Butter Street. 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 396D Chickerell Rd. Sunday worship 

service 10am. Games night 7pm every Wednesday. Contact volunteer missionaries 07800 614589.

4th  October          G Owen                                                          11th October    Local arrangement – to be confirmed 

18th October         P Brown                                                          25th October    H Harell – Holy Communion

All services are followed by light refreshments.  All are welcome!

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, STAVORDALE ROAD. Weymouth 786033  

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.  

SALVATION ARMY  Westham Rd Weymouth. Worship Sundays 10.30am Coffee mornings Thursdays 10am. 

WEYMOUTH  SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Moose Lodge, 137 Chickerell Rd. Details on Facebook

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 

Weymouth DT3 6BH. Details on Facebook: The church normally meets on a Sunday and for special events; 

open to all. Facebook page for more details of all services. Thelightspiritualistchurch

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX     On the corner of North Square & West Street.

Home to the Ducklings Pre-school.   Services Sundays, 10.30am with coffee served afterwards

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/


WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
 CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 07919076427



Gardening Notes for October – by Carrie Dalby
We need gentle rain soaking slowly through the soil.  Let us be grateful that the garden is getting wet, albeit 

in quick heavy blasts with cold winds. 

Plant spring flowering bulbs and herbaceous perennials now while the soil is warm. Daffodils, lilies and 

irises benefit from early sowing, but tulips should wait until November. Water regularly. 

Reduce watering house plants to give them a rest. Hyacinths brought into warmth now should flower for 

Christmas.

Prune climbing roses and any plants likely to be affected by wind rock. Delay dividing herbaceous plants 

until the ground is wet - roots may be damaged in dry, hard-packed soil. Faded tops can be cut back to 

expose the soil ready for rain. Put all healthy plant waste in the compost heap. Please check for hedgehogs 

and other animals asleep in your compost heap, before turning it. When building a bonfire, stack the 

material away from where you plan to burn it, then move it carefully when ready to light it.

Lawns still need mowing!  Scarify them while dry, renewing any bare patches. Add an autumn lawn feed 

that is low in nitrogen and water in.

Garlic, shallots and onion sets can be planted now to give an early crop. Broad beans ‘Aquadulce’, or ‘de 

Monica’ sown now will overwinter, as will peas ‘Douce Provence’ or ‘Meteor’. Salad leaves grown under 

glass will produce all year round.

Harvest seeds and check their sowing regimes. Some are sown immediately; others need scarifying in the 

fridge first.

NEWS EXTRA: FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Cancellation rights: Trading Standards 

says if you arrange for a business to do work for you, such as roofing and home improvements, you may be legally 

entitled to a 14-day cooling off period (during which you can cancel) which must be given to you in writing. You 

do not automatically have a cooling off period if have something specially made, for example made to measure 

curtains or windows, or if you invited a business into your home for urgent repairs, such as immediately mending 

a burst pipe. The cooling off period begins the day after you agree to have the work done. For any concerns over 

this issue visit the Citizens Advice consumer helpline at citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or phone 08082231133.
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Affordable Maintenance Services

01305 775787           07914924738
Grass cutting, 

Pressure washing, carpet cleaning

Based in Chickerell

Established 2005 
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