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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road. 

(01305) 785895. Email: gillandjohndean@btinternet.com 

Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. Email: 

davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk  Please contact David if you wish to place 

an advert or renew an advert. 

Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson: Email: caroline@elephantsears.org  

Please send all articles and editorial to the compiler. When sending an email, 

you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject 

heading, or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number 

for queries.  Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are 

welcome but anonymous letters will not be published. Note: the views and 

opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily 

those of the editor, compiler or publisher.  Every effort is made to ensure all 

information provided is correct at time of going to press. Closing date for 

articles: 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: 

(including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding 

month. PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP 

AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the 

strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 

Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and 

services described are both fair & accurate. Adverts will not be placed in 

Contact without prior payment.  Copies of Contact (if not delivered to your 

door) available at: Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and hairdresser 

next door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 

Codfathers. Online in colour on the Chickerell website.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE By James Bennett: Find us at 

www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including past issues.

HEALTH INFORMATION

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with 

Chickerell Surgery) Registered patients are requested to use the internet site: 

www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk for any medical query 

or appointment request. If unable to access this: Tel: 01305 782226.  

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999. For critical 

conditions: DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL Accident and Emergency 

Department, Dorchester. Urgent, less critical: WEYMOUTH URGENT 

CARE CENTRE, Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, 

seven days a week. 

CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to 

Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm). Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 

9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.

**********************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Chickerell.

DIARY DATES  -SEPTEMBER

For more see local group entries

1st: Walkers Club meets, 10am, 

Puddletown Forest.

1st: Colour & Chat, library 2-4pm.

2nd: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm. 

3rd: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

4th : Chickerell Library coffee 

morning 10-11.30.

4th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory Hall, 

open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

7th: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

9th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15.

11th: Walkers Club meets, 10am, 

Portesham Green. 

14th: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

14th: Peto Book Club, library, 2pm.

15th : Colour & Chat, library 2-4.

16th: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm.

18th: St Mary’s Coffee morning, 10am 

to 12 noon, North Aisle Café.

18th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

19th: Village Café – 10am to 12noon.

19th: Walkers Club usual monthly 

social one hour walk, 9am.

21st: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

21st: Walkers Club meets at Peto 

Garden for Moonfleet walk, 1.30pm.

23rd: Craft Group library, 10.15-

12.15

26th : Coffee morning, Chickerell 

Methodist Chapel, 10-11.30am.

28th: Victory Hall coffee morning.

Mrs Chalker, our agent for Chickerell Downs, has relinquished delivering some of the more than 200 Contacts she 

delivers each month, so we are looking for an agent to do Mohune. Thank you to Julia Childs for taking on the 

deliveries to Trenchard Way.

Once again, we have received correspondence from residents reporting dog fouling in our town; the pavements in 

Rex Lane and Rashley Road in particular are the main routes for children and their parents going back and forth to 

Chickerell School. It seems some dog owners are oblivious to what their dogs are doing at the end of their leads; 

please be responsible and pick up after your dog. 

We are sad to report of the death of Mr Alan Newell of Lower Way. To his family, we send our sincere 

condolences. 

Finally, last month we had the eclipse. It was such a community event, with friends and neighbours all coming out 

of their homes to observe.                                                                                                                           John Dean

Good news! The Willowbed Hall is now fully open and has taken on a whole 

new look. Well done to all those involved in the project.
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NEWS……NEWS….. NEWS….

WILLOWBED HALL OPEN EVENT: Chickerell Town Council is inviting residents to view the new 

Willowbed complex with a special informal drop-in event at Willowbed on Friday 4th September, from 

4.30pm to 6pm.  The council says it will provide an opportunity for residents to view and learn more about the 

newly completed extension and refurbishment project:  “Staff and councillors will be on hand throughout to 

answer questions and discuss the new facilities.” This month marks a year since the hall was closed to all users for 

a month for refurbishment before the extension work began on January 5th 2026. For more information on the hall 

and for other council news see the town council news this month. 

A report on the drop-in event will be in the October issue of Contact Magazine.

*******************************************************************************************

NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON CHICKERELL ROAD: Traffic on Chickerell Road outside Budmouth 

faced delays with temporary two-way traffic lights for six weeks this summer for installation of a new Toucan 

crossing for residents and for students of Budmouth Academy. The works included pavement and road 

reconstruction, signal connections, new dropped kerbs and pavement inserts to help those visually impaired. The 

road was also due to be completely closed overnight at that section during the last week in August for resurfacing, 

with a signed diversion. Dorset Council says the new Toucan system has sensors to detect when people are waiting 

or crossing to minimise unnecessary traffic delays.

*******************************************************************************************

LIBRARY CELEBRATES LOCAL HISTORY: A Walk around the Historic Village of Chickerell: The 

friends of Chickerell Library have produced a new leaflet describing a walk around the old village of Chickerell 

and East Fleet, together with some related historical snippets about the buildings along the way. Walks are 

approximately four miles/six and a half km long and take about one and a half hours. Included in the leaflet are 

drawings by the late Eric Ricketts, reproduced by the kind permission of his family. The leaflet is available at the 

library for a suggested minimum donation of £2. Editor’s note: Eric Ricketts started publishing The Historic 

Buildings of Old Weymouth 50 years ago.  Three parts were published with Part Three subtitled The Villages, 

which included Chickerell. They were  all beautifully illustrated with his pen and ink text, maps and drawings.

*******************************************************************************************

ROAD CLOSURES AROUND WEYMOUTH FOR IRONMAN – SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20th: Preston 

Beach Road will once again be closed for the whole day for this annual challenging sporting event. The road 

will be closed in both directions between Westerhall Road and the Overcombe roundabout from 4am to 6pm. 

Overcombe and Bowleaze, Littlemoor Road (eastbound) and Coombe Valley Road will also be affected up until 

2pm and there are also road closures all day around Fordington in Dorchester. If you are travelling further afield, 

there will be road closures affecting Warmwell, Crossways, Tincleton, Puddletown, Piddletrenthide and 

Charminster. For more information see www.ironman.com/im703-weymouth 

or email Weymouth70.3roadaccess@ironman.com 

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Squishy Toy Safety: Trading Standards is warning that it 

is becoming increasing concerned that some of the current and very popular squishy toys on the market do not 

meet legal safety requirements. The toys are soft and pliable, come in all shapes and sizes, and are often filled with 

a liquid or gel. People squeeze them to help them relax and they are currently very popular with children. 

It is urging people to check that these toys have a UKCA or CE mark; an age restriction warning with a reason; an 

ID mark such as a batch or lot code and the name and address of the manufacturer is included. If made outside the 

UK, the name & address of the manufacturer and importer into the UK. “It is also important to examine the toy 

itself. Be cautious if a squishy toy has a strong chemical smell, feels unusually sticky, leaks liquid or starts to 

break apart easily. These could be signs of poor quality. Younger children may put toys in their mouths, so 

damaged or poorly made products can create additional risks.” Any concerns should be reported to Trading 

Standards by visiting www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or, by phoning the Citizens Advice consumer helpline 

on 0808 223 1133.

*******************************************************************************************

THANK YOU: I would like to thank neighbours of my brother-in-law Alan Newell of Lower Way, in particular 

Mr and Mrs Dunne and John and Gill Dean, for their help when Alan passed away recently. Alan and his late wife 

Vicki spent many happy years in Chickerell, as did my mum and dad (Ron and Biddy), in Rashley Road. My dad 

said it was all he ever wanted. Myself and my children have had some lovely holidays in Chickerell; it will be 

somewhere I think fondly of always.

Alan’s funeral is taking place in Oxford, his home town, but we as a family will scatter his ashes in Weymouth 

with Vicki’s and my mum and dad’s ashes.                                        Mrs Julie Haynes, Llanbradach, South Wales.
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NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES – more overleaf

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES  Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone 

568674 for more details). Tuesday: am: Move it or Lose it, 10am-11am. Pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB). 

Wednesday: pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly). 

Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB).  *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of 

Ballet)  contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS: Bingo dates are the 4th and 18th September.  Coffee mornings will now be running every Monday 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 10 until 11.30am, starting on September 7th. 

Looking ahead to winter we have large bags of firewood available for £4 and kindling for £2. Contact Robbie on 

01305 785255.

A reminder that the hall is a drop off point for the food bank when open. For all booking enquiries please contact 

Joe on 01305 789125.

LIFE & SOUL WALKERS CLUB: Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday of the month at the Turks Head pub, East Street 

August lunch was superb, everyone enjoyed it. Thank you to everyone at The Turks Head Inn. We are now 

looking forward to September’s lunch which is one of our favourites - home-made beef steak pie with chips and 

vegetables followed by crumble and custard. Why not join in. All it takes is a telephone call to me; come as 

strangers and leave as friends! 

We are having a mystery outing on September 24th and I still have a few seats left on the coach.  For any queries 

or cancellations please phone Ann 07387 223339 or Ruth 775364.  

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM THE LIFE & SOUL COMMUNITY TRUST  

The Life & Soul café returns on Saturday 19th September from 10am to midday. It is hoped that this will be able 

to return to the Willowbed Hall. 

The popular Life & Soul Walking Club walk will be on the same day - Saturday 19th September – see walkers 

club below.

Tuesday 1st September: Puddletown Forest Walk, Rhododendron Mile. Meet 10am at first entrance to the forest. 

Second turning right off Tincleton road. Medium walk, four miles.

Friday 11th September: Portesham to Abbotsbury walk. Meet 10am at Portesham Green (opposite the pub). 

Medium walk, four miles.

Saturday 19th September: Our normal one-hour social walk from The Lugger. Meet at 9am. Suitable for all and 

all welcome. Good views of the Fleet.

Monday 21st September: Moonfleet Walk. Meet 1.30pm at Peto Garden (beside Chickerell Community Library). 

Medium walk, five to six miles.

“We would like to invite you to an Open Day/Gift Day at St Mary’s on Saturday 12th September any time 

between 10am to 5pm. Over the last eight centuries many Chickerell people have been baptised, married and 

buried at St Mary’s. You probably have either been one of those or someone in your immediate family has. Come 

and see our beautiful church. You can chat with members of the congregation, see the work of our amazing flower 

ladies, find out about our Eco-journey, learn about our history and have some light refreshments. If you wish, we 

would greatly appreciate your donations towards repairs of our leaking roof, crumbling wall plaster and much-

loved bells.

Rev Canon Jo will be licenced at St Thomas, Salisbury on Tuesday 8th. A coach with friends is going from 

Chickerell. 

Our next coffee morning is back on the third Friday, 18th September.

The hundred club winners in August were 12, 32, and 5.”



NEWS EXTRA……NEWS EXTRA….. NEWS EXTRA….

POINTS FOR ELECTRIC CARS: Dorset Council’s plan to install some electric car charging points in certain 

roads in Chickerell without off street parking could go ahead from this coming month after the council said the 

area, along with Weymouth and Portland, will be the first to be part of the £16.5million 2,250 sockets scheme 

which will eventually be across the Dorset Council & BCP (Bournemouth, Poole & Christchurch) area. Residents 

in the local roads that could be affected were contacted in June about the plan and some concerns were expressed 

that this would reduce parking in these roads. The council stated there are no plans for parking enforcement 

currently and it was all to support the move away from petrol and diesels. A ban on new sales of petrol & diesels is 

due to start in 2030. Funding has come from the Department of Transport & Connected Kerb.



The Craft and Chat group will meet at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesdays 2nd & 16th September. Bring your 

own craft and enjoy a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new. We welcome new members to our craft 

groups or just come along for a chat. Coffee Morning Saturday 26th September from 10-11.30am in the Chapel. 

Coffee/tea and cake/biscuits will be served and there will be the usual raffle. All welcome. 

Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 4th October.

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

“We are aware that all of us are finding things difficult, but if you could drop off even one thing off our list we 

would be very grateful. Our stocks have never been so low. Some items we are completely out of. 

We would be grateful for anything at this time but the following items we are either nearly out of or out of 

completely:  Tea Bags, Cereal, Semi skimmed long life milk.

Tins of : Soup.  

Tins of meat – all types. 

Tins of macaroni cheese and tins of tuna.

Tins of peas and carrots.

Pasta sauce, pot noodles. Spaghetti.

Tins of custard. Tins of fruit – all types.

Our drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane (shed if out); Chickerell Library (when open); Chickerell Primary Academy 

(term time only); Wisebuys, Lynch Lane; Victory Hall, Charlestown; 57 Oldridge Rd;  11 Randall Close (garage if 

out). Chickerell Town Council offices at the Willowbed Hall: The council can take donations Monday to Thursday, 

between 9.30 and 12noon. 

Please telephone or message 07591851075 if you need help or if you have a donation but need us to collect.

MORE LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

WYKE REGIS GARDENING CLUB: We reopen after our summer break on September 5th. We have not 

been idle, and the clubhouse has had its annual spruce up while we have been closed. Being a member gives you 

the chance to meet fellow gardeners, have a drink in the café and buy from our wide range of gardening products 

and plants. We are now stocking Sylvagro compost at competitive prices.

The Clubhouse in Rylands Lane is open on Weds from 2pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 9.30am-12.30pm. 

Membership is £10 per year. For more information email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or call 01305 602137.

ANDYSMANCLUB Helping to get men talk, meets Mondays 7pm (except Bank Holidays) in the Dry Dock, St 

Thomas Street, Weymouth; at the Beehive, Portland and Den’s Café, Antelope Walk, Dorchester 

info@andysmanclub.co.uk  (National Charity). 

SOUTHILL GARDENING CLUB meets at Southill Community Centre at 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th September 

with Simon and Anne Pugh-Jones from the specialist and RHS Gold Medal Orchid winners Isle of Portland 

Orchids nursery. They will talk about how they raise orchids from seed or division and can offer advice to those 

interested to bring their own orchids. Members and non-members welcome. Refreshments available. Further 

information from 01305 788939.

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall. 

During the summer break, members took part in events which included visiting the Nothe Fort to see the amazing 

touring exhibition - The Longest Yarn 2: Britain at War, in which 80 knitted and crocheted miniature tableaux 

depicted scenes of life in wartime Britain. The group had knitted over 200 pieces of bunting to surround these 

exhibits.

They also took a sunset boat trip around Weymouth Bay, held a games evening, enjoyed lunch at The Turks Head 

and a walk with Chalke Valley WI, ending the summer with a Pimms and Prosecco afternoon tea in a beautiful 

garden belonging to a member. Altogether they had a lovely summer.

For more information about future meetings and events, please contact Jacqui on 07870 411721.

FRIENDS OF WEYMOUTH LIBRARY (FOWL) meets at 10.30am on September 5th in Weymouth Library 

for a talk by Brian Margetson on the history of Poole harbour and how it serves its users today. Entrance fee £3. 

All welcome. Enquiries: 01305 832613.
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Affordable Maintenance Services

01305 775787           07914924738
Grass cutting, 

Pressure washing, carpet cleaning

Based in Chickerell

Established 2005 

Slide 8



CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell. Telephone: 01305 760095

Opening Hours:   Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm and 4-6pm; 

                               Thursday 2-4pm;  Friday  2-4pm; Saturday 10am-12.30pm.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX

Tel: 01305 766920   Email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com

 For more information please visit: ducklingspre-schoolchickerell.co.uk or our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 

Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

The Summer Reading Challenge ‘Read to the Beat!’ ends this month.  Calling all young people - time to finish 

your book and get your stickers!

Coffee Morning Friday 4th September 10–11.30am,– chat with friends old and new over a coffee. Raffle. 

Peto Book Club: Monday 14th September, 2pm. A chance to read & discuss books of all types. Interested? 

Spaces available – enquire at the library.

Colour and Chat Group, 1st & 15th September, 2-4pm. Pictures & pens/pencils provided. Come along & enjoy a 

relaxing afternoon with friends. Craft Group – bring your own craft & enjoy a cuppa – Wednesdays 9th & 23rd 

September  10.15-12.15.  Lego & Pokemon Club – please check on Facebook page.

The library has photocopying facilities available, two computers for public use and books & greeting cards 

available for a donation, plus local history books for those new to the area who would like to know more.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY - Rashley Road. 

School Office: 01305 579148 – please contact office if you are new to the area and would like to join our school

NEWS: “We hope everyone enjoyed a relaxing and enjoyable summer break. It has been a pleasure to welcome 

our children back to school and to see the excitement, enthusiasm, and positivity they have brought with them as 

the new academic year begins.

The start of term has been incredibly positive, with children settling quickly into their new classes, reconnecting 

with friends, and embracing new learning opportunities. Across the school, pupils have already demonstrated our 

six key learning skills; resilience, respect, enthusiasm, confidence, cooperation, and independence. These values 

play a central role in school life and help guide children both in and out of the classroom. Look out for our 

colourful character displays around the school, which celebrate these important qualities and encourage children to 

use them every day. We would like to extend a particularly warm welcome to our new Reception children. They 

are exploring their learning environments with curiosity, growing in confidence, and beginning to build new 

friendships. Starting school is an exciting milestone, and we are delighted to welcome the children and their 

families into the Chickerell Primary Academy community. We look forward to working closely together to ensure 

every child feels happy, safe, supported, and successful. Our Chickadees team has also enjoyed welcoming new 

children this term. It has been wonderful to see them settling into routines, forming friendships, and becoming 

familiar with their surroundings so quickly. We are proud of how well they have adapted and are excited to watch 

them continue to grow and thrive throughout the year. This term also brings the opportunity to establish our new 

School Council. Children will take part in a democratic election process, selecting representatives who will help 

share ideas, organise events, and contribute to decisions that shape school life. We look forward to seeing the 

enthusiasm and leadership skills that emerge as pupils take on these important roles.

As we begin another year, we would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support. Strong 

partnerships between home and school are invaluable, and we look forward to sharing many achievements, 

celebrations, and memorable moments with you in the months ahead. Finally, to our Year 6 leavers, we wish you 

every success as you begin the next stage of your education. We are incredibly proud of all you accomplished. 

NEWS: “As we begin another exciting academic year at Ducklings, we’d like to say a huge thank you to all our 

families for supporting our Smarties Tube Fundraiser. Every contribution, big or small, helps us continue to 

enrich the experiences and opportunities we provide for our children. We are looking forward to another fantastic 

year of learning through play, with plenty of adventures, creativity, exploration and fun both indoors and 

outdoors. We can’t wait to get started! If you are looking for a nurturing, play-based start for your child, we’d 

love to welcome you. We currently have limited spaces available. To find out more or arrange a visit, please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch. We would be delighted to show you around and answer any questions you may have.
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Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  

Office open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to noon Tel: 01305 767458. 

Website www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk 

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Town Council

 full council meeting 

3rd Tuesday monthly, in the 

Willowbed Suite at 7.15pm.

THIS MONTH:

SEPTEMBER 18th

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 

Way:  Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING: 

Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 

Council which covers this area is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 

streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 

have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 

DOG WARDEN: Contact by email:  envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.

FLOODING: For sandbags, please call 01305 251010 and ask for 

emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 

report all incidents to the police 

either online: website is 

dorset.police.uk - see the 

Contact section (where you can 

report crime online) - or by 

calling 101, the non-emergency 

number available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 

progress or life in danger call 

999. 

CCTV is around the 

Willowbed field & is 

constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600. 

Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 

on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  follow links to 

planning section and search for Chickerell to view applications.

The Town Council has responsibilities for Chickerell’s open spaces, eg., Willowbed field, Claypits (off Glennie 

Way) and the land off Meadow Close. It is also responsible for the hiring out of the Willowbed Hall and Sports 

Pavilion (Lower Way); has responsibilities for the local cemetery (St Mary’s), bus shelters, the play area on the 

Willowbed field and allotments. Please contact the council if there are any issues with these areas. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS received by Dorset Council   

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL –see overleaf for Willowbed news

TOWN COUNCILLOR Surgery, Saturday 19th September 11am–12noon at The Marquis of Granby. Surgeries 

take place every 3rd Saturday of the month alternating between the pub and Chickerell Library.

FREE YOGA ON THE GREEN: The final session takes place on the Willowbed field from 9.30am on 

Saturday 12th September. The Town Council would like to thank Emily from Sukha Yoga for delivering the 

very popular sessions over the summer and Sport England, through National Lottery funding, for supporting it all.  

*******************************************************************************************

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH SECTION 137 GRANTS: The town council has awarded 

£4,000 in Section 137 grants since March to local organisations making a real difference in Chickerell. This year’s 

funding has supported: Chickerell Primary Academy, Charlestown Victory Hall Committee, Friends of Chickerell 

Community Library. These grants help strengthen the services, facilities and opportunities that benefit residents 

across our community. There is still £500 remaining in this year’s grants budget, and we welcome applications 

from eligible local charities, voluntary organisations and community groups working for the benefit of Chickerell 

residents. See our website for further information and how to apply.

P/CLP/2026/04141: Land and Buildings known as Newlands Farm, Coldharbour: Form temporary haul road.

P/FUL/2026/04140: Land and Buildings known as Newlands Farm, Coldharbour: Form access junction south of 

Coldharbour Road, providing access onto Newlands Farm for construction traffic to Chickerell Storage.

NOTE: These applications are associated with the construction phase of Chickerell Battery Energy Storage 

System (BESS).

http://www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk/
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mailto:envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Email: shop@weypaintandtile.co.uk



TOWN COUNCIL NEWS EXTRA – WILLOWBED COMPLEX
NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL: Chickerell Town Council is delighted to confirm that the 

Willowbed complex has now re-opened to the public following the completion of the major extension and 

refurbishment project.  It has been wonderful to see residents, families and children already making use of the site 

and enjoying the improved facilities.  

In particular, the new pedestrianised area has received positive feedback, providing a safer and more welcoming 

space for those visiting the play area and surrounding facilities.  While a small number of finishing touches remain 

to be completed, including signage and some access-related elements, the council is extremely pleased to see the 

site back in community use.

The council is also excited to announce that Willowbed is now licensed as a venue for marriage and civil 

partnership ceremonies.   During the public drop-in session on September 4th, visitors will have the opportunity to 

view the Willow Suite dressed for a ceremony and chat with staff about hosting weddings, celebrations and other 

special events at the venue.  

The project has delivered significant improvements to Willowbed Hall and the wider site, creating facilities that 

will serve residents for many years to come.  The council would like to thank residents for their patience and 

support throughout the project and looks forward to seeing it become a well-used and valued community asset 

once again.

Whether you are interested in discovering the new community facilities, considering Willowbed for a future event, 

or simply wish to see how the site has been transformed, you are warmly invited to come along on September 4th. 

Residents who are unable to attend on the open day are encouraged to contact the Town Council for further 

information about the facilities and venue hire opportunities.  We look forward to welcoming you to Willowbed. 

LOOKING BACK

REMEMBERING THE SILVER JUBILLEE IN CHICKERELL IN 1977

49 years ago this summer, the country celebrated 25 years of Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation.  It was quite a party 

in Chickerell. A special souvenir booklet contained details of all the events taking place in the village from June 5th 

to June 7th (Jubilee Day). There was a ‘Procession of Witness’ from North Square to the school field where a 

United Service was to be held in the open or in a marquee if it was wet. Friends from Fleet were also invited to 

drop in. The leaflet included a special message from the Rector, Rev O J Newnham.

Over the three days there was a competition for the best (Jubilee) decorated house/garden in the village; a football 

match between Chickerell Utd and the Old Lads; a pram race, pet show, art and craft exhibition in the marquee, 

inter-pub tug-of-war, senior citizens tea; fancy dress competition and parade; family sports and children’s picnic, 

Round the Block races and presentation of awards . It was all to end on the Tuesday evening with a disco/dance on 

the school field.  Chickerell Parish Council also presented a Silver Jubilee mug to children from the age of five, up 

to and including 11 years old, who were resident in the parish. 

The leaflet also mentioned the Silver Jubilee Exhibition of work by the children in Chickerell School Hall; the 

Jubilee Beacon on Sea Barn Farm Hill, part of the Fleet Jubilee Celebrations, and the Mothers’ Union Silver 

Jubilee Festival which included a talent contest. 

Finally, the leaflet asked who remembered the Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary in 1935 – this included 

a Tea and Social for Parishioners over 65 years of age.

TWENTY YEARS AGO THIS MONTH IN CHICKERELL

• The town council considered and approved a scheme proposed by Dorset County Council for provision of a 

long awaited footway along Putton Lane from Willowbed Hall to Lower Way.

• More than £3,000 was raised on Chickerell Carnival day which included in the procession Ray Hodder and his 

friends and neighbours of Putton Lane, who put on a grand show as the Pirates of Putton Lane with their Black 

Pearl ship and Love Island; the friends and neighbours of Marshallsay Road and Chickerell Road who 

celebrated their 25 years of floats with the Carry on Camping and School Hill Garden Nursery with their 

vintage cars, display of flowers and ‘King and Queen’ of Chickerell.

TEN YEARS AGO THIS MONTH IN CHICKERELL

• Contact had a special feature on the archaeology found in the field off Putton Lane/Lower Putton Lane before 

the Grey’s Field estate was built. Pictures revealed the foundations uncovered of the medieval ‘cross passage 

house’. There were finds from the 11th, 12th and 13th century plus a piece of World War II shrapnel.

• Buckland Ripers’ postbox disappeared – no-one knew if it had been stolen or vandalised.

• Town councillors recommended approval of plans for an Aldi store off Chickerell Road.





EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENTS IN SEPTEMBER

WEYMOUTH PAVILION: (Box Office 01305 783225) Website: weymouthpavilion

The Drifters look set to be a major attraction at the Pavilion this month, coming as part of their latest UK tour with 

all their hits such as Saturday Night at The Movies and Under the Boardwalk. They are due to hit the stage at 

7.30pm on September 19th. The BSO is also in town with From Darkness to Light, featuring music including 

Vaughan Williams, Mendelssohn and Bizet, from 7.30pm on September 10th.

Also hitting the stage is your chance to Sing the Musicals, direct from London’s West End with a live band, 

character singers and a giant screen with sing-along lyrics from 7.30pm on September 12th.

For those worried about the climate, The People’s Emergency Briefing is on stage (recommended for those 16 

plus) from 7pm on September 8th.

Tribute Shows include: The Bon Jovi Experience on September 26th ; The Magic of the Bee Gees on September 

27th. At the beginning of October: DS:UK In Tribute to Dire Straits on October 1st and McCartney, All the Best: 

Beatles and Beyond, on October 2nd .

Films: One of the major newly released films The End of Oak Street (12A – TBC) is coming to the Pavilion screen 

Monday 7th September - 9th September (various times). Starring Ewan McGregor and Anne Hathaway, it features a 

family who find their neighbourhood taken to somewhere very mysterious.

Holy Days (12A) screened at 1pm on September 8th and 4pm on the 9th September tells the tale of a young boy 

who gets help from three elderly nuns on a crazy road trip. With Miriam Margolyes.

Event cinema: Girl from the North Country (15) at 7pm on September 7th reimagines the songs of Bob Dylan.

Finally, celebrate the 45th anniversary of Raiders of the Lost Ark with special screenings at 7pm on September 11th 

and 1pm on September 17th.

*******************************************************************************************

DORSET COUNTY SHOW is the big event on September 5th and 6th in Dorchester. Apart from the goats, 

rabbits, pigs, sheep, cows & heavy horses, there will be Monster Trucks twice daily and displays by the Horse 

Stunt Team in the main ring twice each day. The Wurzels are set to be on the music stage at 6.30pm on the 

Saturday.

*******************************************************************************************

NOTHE FORT ATTRACTIONS this September: A Family Science Festival from 10am to 4pm on September 

13th with archaeology, fossil handling, Morse Code & radio demos, rocket launches with the Institute of Physics, 

habitat displays and plant ID; recycling science and animal & insect demos all included.

On September 19th from 10am to 4pm the World War Two Garrison is back with parade ground marching drills, 

coastal watch patrols and anti-aircraft gun drills. The muskets and canons of the Artillery Display (ear defenders 

available to borrow) returns from 12noon to 3pm on 27th September. 



CHURCHES PAGE FOR SEPTEMBER 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

Sunday Services at 9.30am, with coffee/tea and chat afterwards.  

6th   Sept:  Morning Worship - Maxine Legg       

13th Sept:  Parish Communion & Baptism - Rev Richard Simmons

20th Sept: Parish Communion – Rev John McKenzie

27th Sept: Parish Communion – Rev Tom Coopey

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road. Rector: 01305 784649. Services 11am Sundays

 Rector: Rev John MacKenzie

6th   September      Pam Woodland                                                  13th September    Worship Leaders

20th September      At Lanehouse – S Choi (Holy Communion)     27th September    Rev Steph Jenner

See more about Methodist Church groups and regular events in the Methodist Church news section each month

THE BENEFICE OF WEYMOUTH ST PAULS WITH FLEET – Service at Fleet 2nd Sunday of the month

Holy Trinity Churches Fleet: Monthly church services will be at the Old Church in Butter Street until 

further notice, based on our usual 30-minute communion service, starting at 9am.

Parking will be in the field opposite Butter Street. 

Any queries please contact 01305 778080 or 07904446202 (churchwardens).

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 396D Chickerell Rd. Sunday worship 

service 10am. Games night 7pm every Wednesday. Contact volunteer missionaries 07800 614589.

6th   September     A Gardner                                                            13th September   H Harrell – Harvest Festival

20th September     S Choi – Holy Communion                                 27th September   P Woodland

Please note this may be subject to change.

All services are followed by light refreshments.  All are welcome!

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, STAVORDALE ROAD. Weymouth 786033  

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.  

SALVATION ARMY  Westham Rd Weymouth. Worship Sundays 10.30am Coffee mornings Thursdays 10am. 

WEYMOUTH  SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Moose Lodge, 137 Chickerell Rd. Details on Facebook

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 

Weymouth DT3 6BH. Details on Facebook: The church normally meets on a Sunday and for special events; 

open to all. Facebook page for more details of all services. Thelightspiritualistchurch

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX     On the corner of North Square & West Street.

Home to the Ducklings Pre-school.   Services Sundays, 10.30am with coffee served afterwards

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/


SEPTEMBER 1994 

• The Editor was urging more villagers to enter the Flower Show, as some classes did not get an entry and some 

only had one: “Come on Chickerell, you can do better than this, at least make it a contest next year!”

• Chickerell with Fleet Mothers’ Union was to host a speaker who made regular trips to Croatia to help the 

victims of the civil war, loading a van with shoe boxes filled by local people with items such as toiletries and 

pens and paper for the children. 

• The Ducklings Playgroup’s Carnival Float won the Lugger Inn Trophy for the best overall entry at the village 

carnival. 

• The first meeting of the new First Chickerell Rainbows was due to be held in September 1994 in the Youth 

Club. The Rainbows were the youngest members of the Guide Movement and aged five to seven years.

• The Chairman of Chickerell Parish Council wanted to congratulate the Chickerell Carnival Committee for a 

fantastic and enjoyable carnival day, the 14th so far: “This proves there is a wonderful community spirit in 

Chickerell of which we can all be proud.”

• Contact published a lengthy article on Chickerell Poor House that had been in the September 1982 Contact 

issue. It basically questioned whether Chickerell shared in the maintenance of the Poor House at Langton 

(Herring), whether this was demolished and whether Chickerell built its own, and if so, where it was. The 

article included sections of the Chickerell Vestry Minutes from 1778-1815 discussing maintenance of the Poor 

House (to house those in the parish who had no means of support) and concluded saying there was clear 

evidence that in 1838 the Poor House stood in Lower Lane (Lower Way): ‘For it is marked on the tithe schedule 

and shown on its accompanying map’.

DID YOU KNOW THAT: With all this recent hot weather it is difficult to imagine when snow used to be a 

common occurrence in Britain every winter. The infamous snow storm of 1963 saw snow starting on Christmas 

Eve and not finally clearing until the beginning of March 1964, or even Easter in some areas. I remember one local 

resident telling me some years ago that he had to walk to work down Knights-in-the-Bottom through to Portesham 

and Abbotsbury. But the snow then was so bad the walk was completely level with snow cover from Chickerell to 

half way down to Knights in the Bottom; the bottom half was completely solid with snow, with snow half way up 

the windows of the Victoria Inn. The route between Portesham and Abbotsbury was finally cleared by teams at 

Portesham digging one way and a team from Abbotsbury digging through from the other end. 

We have had some interesting notes from residents about how the wildlife is coping with the heat. Juvenile 

herring gulls have been spotted taking it easy in the beer garden at The Lugger and grey squirrels have been 

helping themselves to the nut feeder in the Peto Garden, by the library. Meanwhile we had a note from Bridget 

Penney who says she spotted a white baby sparrow, with a yellowish beak, being fed by a parent. Has anyone 

else seen this possible Albino? Such animals and birds are not unheard of, though they are more at risk of being 

spotted by predators. 

Talking of predators, a Kestrel was spotted hovering high and looking for prey above the field bordering Green 

Lane in the heat; a once common sight by main roads and motorways, they have become increasingly rare in 

recent years.  

Goldfinches have been flying around in little flocks taking advantage of any seeds in the hedgerows and fields, 

particularly those on the purple flowers – Chicory – part of the daisy family - growing and seeding in the patch of 

grass bordering the football field and Putton Lane, as it goes up towards School Hill. 

Migrant Hawkers (dragonflies) have returned to the Willowbed Field hedgerow boundary, flying up and down 

the edge of the field and Speckled Wood butterflies have been seen patrolling along the hedge bounding the 

stream that runs down between Lower Putton Lane and Oldridge Road. There was another very interesting sight 

beside this stream; a host of Red Admiral butterflies on a tree trunk. They appeared to be sipping the sap of the 

willow tree bordering the stream. Lovely to see so many at once when only the odd one has been spotted before 

now. Any fluid is of value to wildlife in this heat, which is why people have been encouraged to put out a shallow 

tray or dish of water so that insects and small mammals can get a drink. 

A Whitethroat singing its scratchy heart out was spotted at the top of a tree along the top of Putton Lane by the 

Water Gardens and a small green and sleek bird was spotted in the hedge by the allotments – possibly a young 

Willow Warbler. 
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GARDENING NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER by Carrie Dalby

Well, rain dances didn’t work, did they? July and August have thoroughly dried out the soil; except the few 

patches we have kept going. The forecast is for showers, which will not soak deeply into the ground. We 

must continue to soak containers and baskets. It is still better to give the soil a thorough soak once a week, 

rather than a daily sprinkle.

Triggered by rain, lawns will start to turn green and grow; mow on a high cut until they are re-established.

DEADHEAD AND CUT BACK

Many plants will have suffered in the heatwave: wilting leaves shrivelled by strong sunlight, despite our 

best efforts. Most will recover, once regular water is available. Deadhead and cut back all spent foliage to 

encourage new growth. Take note of plants that have thrived and consider growing more.

COMPOST HEAP CARE

Assemble compost heaps using layers of green and brown, twiggy or soft. Be mindful of wildlife sheltering 

beneath vegetation and maintain a water supply for them. Adding a spadeful of soil to your compost heap as 

you fill it will bring in much needed bacteria, fungi and minerals. Add water regularly.

TIME FOR A RETHINK?

Seeds of flowers and vegetables can be sown now in trays or pots and kept in cool shade or under glass to 

maintain the succession of plants through autumn. Bulbs for spring can start now. Take stock of any losses 

during the heatwave and decide replacements. This is an opportunity to rethink some displays in the 

borders! Perhaps consider some different ‘hot weather’ vegetables…for next year.

REPAIR CAFÉ WEYMOUTH: Weymouth’s Repair Café is at Southill Community Centre on Radipole Lane 

on the second Saturday of every month from 10am until 12.30pm. The September date is the 12th. The café is 

staffed by expert volunteers who will help repair broken household items from toasters to clocks; electronics such 

as gadgets and games; sewing machines and mechanical items. Volunteers can also help glue items, do sewing 

repairs and sharpen tools. All repairs can be completed for a donation, and visitors are invited to watch and learn 

during the repair. Refreshments are normally available.



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
 CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 07919076427
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