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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 

785895. Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 

761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk  Please contact David if 

you wish to place an advert or renew an advert. Compiler: Caroline 

Tomlinson: Email: caroline@elephantsears.org  

Please send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. 

When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the 

appropriate month in the subject heading, or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. 

You need to add a phone number for queries.  Letters and editorial 

contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will 

not be published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors 

in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, compiler or 

publisher.  Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct 

at time of going to press. Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 15th of the 

preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to 

current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. PLEASE SEND 

ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP AND SIZED 

ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the strict condition 

that permission has been given for its use in this publication. Adverts are 

accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services 

described are both fair & accurate. Adverts will not be placed in Contact 

without prior payment.  Copies of Contact (if not delivered to your door) 

available at: Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and hairdresser next 

door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 

Codfathers. Online in colour on the Chickerell website.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE By James Bennett: Find us at 

www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including past issues.

HEALTH INFORMATION

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with 

Chickerell Surgery) Registered patients are requested to use the internet site: 

www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk for any medical query 

or appointment request. If unable to access this: Tel: 01305 782226.  

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999. For critical 

conditions: DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL Accident and Emergency 

Department, Dorchester. Urgent, less critical: WEYMOUTH URGENT 

CARE CENTRE, Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, 

seven days a week. 

CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to 

Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm). Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 

9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.

**********************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Chickerell.

DIARY DATES  - AUGUST

For more see local group entries

1st: Pokeman Club, Library, 

1-2.30pm.

3rd: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

4th: Colour & Chat, library 2-4pm.

4th: Walkers Club meets, 6pm, 

Langton Herring. Fleet walk.

5th: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm. 

6th: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

7th : Chickerell Library coffee 

morning 10-11.30.

7th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory Hall, 

open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

10th: Peto Book Club, library, 2pm.

12th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15

15th: Walkers Club monthly social one 

hour walk, meet Lugger, 9am.

15th: Town Councillor Surgery, 

Library, 10-11.30am.

17th: Lego Club, Library, 2-4pm.

18th : Colour & Chat, library 2-4.

19th: Walkers Club Nottington Picnic 

Walk, meet  11am, Willowbed Hall. 

19th: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm.

21st: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

22nd : Pokeman Club, Library, 

1-2.30pm

26th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15

28th: Walkers Club meets at Black 

Down, 10am.

29th : Coffee morning, Methodist 

Chapel, 10-11.30am.

We report in this months Contact that the Party in the Park and the Flower Show have been cancelled, due to the 

delay in completion of the Willowbed Hall Project. See Willowbed Hall Project Update for more information.

It is sad to hear of the littering in the Willowbed field.  Please put your litter in the bins provided so that everyone 

can enjoy the park litter free, and well done to those who carry out litter picks in the park

Mary and Geoff Taylor retired in May as agents for Fleet. We thank them for their help, and we welcome Mrs Pam 

Laidman as the agent for that part of Fleet village. Also Mrs Gillian Edmondson has retired as agent for Aldabrand 

Close. We thank her, so we are now looking for someone to deliver to that road. 

The funeral of Mr Giles Hemmings who lived at The Elms on East Street took place at St Mary’s Church in June. 

To his wife Cece and family, we send our sincere condolences.

I see the Chickerell Food Bank is asking for donations. Please give if you can; the people who organise the food 

bank do a marvellous service for our town. 

And finally, once again a big thank you to our cartoonist Steve Hallam for his humorous cartoons each month.                                                                                                            

                    John Dean                                                                                          
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NEWS……NEWS….. NEWS….

CANCELLATION OF THE VILLAGE SHOW AND PICNIC IN THE PARK

From Chickerell Village Show organisers: “Unfortunately, the decision has been made to cancel the village 

show this year, as there is no guarantee that the construction at Willowbed Hall will be completed and be safe to 

use by the date of the show. It is a real shame, but we can't take the risk that the area will not be safe for the public.

We apologise for any disappointment this may cause. If you have any questions, please do get in touch at 

chickerellshow@gmail.com”

From the Life & Soul Community Trust: “Unfortunately, due to safety concerns, this year’s Picnic in the Park 

& Village Show have been cancelled. The uncertainty surrounding the completion date of the on-going works at 

the Willowbed Hall, and the groundworks around it, mean that safe access to the hall and car park cannot be 

guaranteed.  This decision was not made lightly, but the safety of everyone attending must come first. We 

sincerely apologise for any disappointment and appreciate your understanding and support.

Picnic in the Park and the Village Show will return bigger and better than ever next year!”

From Chickerell Town Council: “At time of comment, (10th July 2026) the Town Council have not been made 

aware of the cancellation of any event due to take place on Town Council land”.  Please see the Willowbed Hall 

Project Update for more information.

*******************************************************************************************

WILLOWBED HALL PROJECT UPDATE: From Chickerell Town Council: While projected completion is 

three weeks later than the original target date set at the start of the project, the council is pleased that it has been 

achieved and the hall has now been extended and refurbished. The works have included a new Willow Suite, 

providing extra adaptable space to help meet growing demand for hall hire, community activities and for meetings. 

The kitchen has also been reconfigured; there is new office accommodation, a dedicated public reception, a 

grounds maintenance store, an accessible public toilet with external access, and a new Beryl Bike bay to 

encourage sustainable travel to the site. The scheme has also seen the vehicle access road re-sited, allowing the 

southern area of the site to become a pedestrianised space for safer and improved public use.  Whilst the building 

itself remains on track, unforeseen issues have delayed the landscaping works. We feel it is important that the Hall 

and its surroundings are finished to the standard they deserve.  Once that has been achieved a public open event 

will be held when residents will be welcome to drop in, view the new facilities and see the significant 

improvements that have been made to Willowbed Hall. The council looks forward to welcoming the community 

back to this much-loved local asset, which will continue to serve residents for many years to come.

For more town council news see town council page & overleaf

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LIBRARY’S SUMMER READING CHALLENGE IS ON! It’s Read to the Beat this year. 

Children can sign up at Chickerell library to join the adventure and discover how music and stories make the 

world come alive. New this year is Culture Quest encouraging children to visit places in the area and get their 

passport stamped.  Also in the library there is a treasure hunt with all clues within the library building.  Plenty to 

do at Chickerell Library in the summer holidays!   See Chickerell Library’s normal slot in Contact for more events

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Help is out there for you: Dorset Trading Standards says 

many older people feel left behind by all the new technology and fast pace of life today. But this is a reminder that 

help is out there at the end of the phone line. National charity Age UK offers the Silver Line service, founded by 

Dame Esther Rantzen more than 10 years ago, to tackle feelings of loneliness and isolation felt by anyone over 

55 years of age: “Whether it’s a quiet evening that feels a little too silent, a difficult moment, or simply the desire 

to have a chat, the service is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It is a free, confidential telephone 

service: “The Silver Line is especially valuable for those who may not feel confident using digital technology or 

who cannot easily leave their home. A simple phone call remains one of the most familiar and accessible ways to 

reach out, and The Silver Line ensures that support is always within easy reach. The kind of call offered depends 

very much on what you might want or need when you pick up the phone to talk to them. Some people call to say 

good morning or good night to a person, or to have a chat about how their day has been. Other people call to get 

help with accessing support, information about local services, advice, or reassurance. Getting in touch is 

straightforward. Anyone can call The Silver Line free on 0800 4 70 80 90, at any time of day or night. You can 

also find more information or request support through the Age UK website.”
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Affordable Maintenance Services

01305 775787           07914924738
Grass cutting, 

Pressure washing, carpet cleaning

Based in Chickerell

Established 2005 
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NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES – more overleaf

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES  Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone 

568674 for more details). Tuesday: am: Move it or Lose it, 10am-11am. Pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB). 

Wednesday: pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly). 

Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB).  *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of 

Ballet)  contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS: Bingo dates are 7th and 21st August and 4th September. Coffee morning is on Monday 3rd August. 

Unfortunately, the AGM clashed with an England match in the World Cup so there were not as many members of 

the public there as the committee would have hoped. However, the committee welcome contributions from 

residents at any time. The field is being well used, and the committee is grateful to Chickerell Town Council for 

their grant towards its upkeep. Week night evenings are still available to hire during the summer holidays for one-

off events and band practice. For all booking enquiries: Contact Joe on 01305 789125. 

LIFE & SOUL WALKERS CLUB: Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday of the month at the Turks Head pub, East Street 

What a splendid carvery we had in July followed by chocolate gateau.  Our new list is out for our mystery outing. 

Do make sure you sign up. It is on 24th September and we leave the Willowbed Hall at 9.30. Our August meal is 

chicken in a honey and mustard sauce, vegetables and potatoes, followed by roulade. We do have some vacancies; 

come as strangers but leave as friends! Cancellations/queries, please phone Ann 07387 223339 or Ruth 775364.  

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM THE LIFE & SOUL COMMUNITY TRUST  

There is no Life & Soul café in August. This will return on Saturday 19th September 2026 from 10am to midday. It 

is hoped that this will be able to return to the Willowbed Hall. 

The popular Life & Soul Walking Club walk will still take place on Saturday 15th August 2026 and will start and 

finish at The Lugger at 9am. 

From Hilary: The 100 Club winning numbers for July were 41, 31 and 45. Our Coffee Morning in June raised 

£136.45 for church funds. Thank you to all the customers and ‘staff’. We are sharing a Seafront Stall with 

Emmanuel Church on the 21st August. Do come and see us if you are on Weymouth Esplanade that morning.

All walks are designed to show people the best way to experience our beautiful local coast and countryside.

Tuesday 4th August: Fleet Evening Walk. Meet 6pm at Langton Herring bus stop, opposite the turning to the 

village. Circular Fleet walk with stunning views. Medium walk, four miles. On return a drink in the local pub.

Saturday 15th August. Our normal one-hour social walk from The Lugger. Meet at 9am. Suitable for all and all 

welcome. Good views of the Fleet. 

Wednesday 19th August: Nottington Picnic Walk. Meet 11am at Willowbed Hall. Circular walk to Nottington 

and beyond. Medium walk with stiles; six miles.

Friday 28th August: Two Stone Circles site at Black Down Walk. Meet 10am at Black Down Car Park (on the 

way to Hardy’s Monument on the left). Four miles.

NEW EXTRA ……NEWS EXTRA ….. NEWS EXTRA….

EXAM INVIGILATORS NEEDED AT BUDMOUTH: Budmouth Academy on Chickerell Road has put out a 

call for people to join its team of invigilators for the next school year’s examinations. Full training will be 

provided including for the busy exam seasons of October/November, February/March and May/June. Please 

contact Exam officer Mr Anthony Wilcox on 01305 830500 if you can help. 

*******************************************************************************************

NEW GATE: From Chickerell Town Council: A new self-closing gate at Willowbed Play Area has now been 

installed to help ensure children remain safely within the play area. It took longer than expected to install due to 

delays in manufacture, so thank you for your patience. We hope families and visitors continue to enjoy the safe 

use of Willowbed Play Area.





A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported our Gift Day and Cream Tea in July.  A total of £2,210.75 was 

raised towards the upkeep of the church and we are very grateful to members and friends who gave so generously.  

It was a truly happy afternoon. The Craft and Chat group will meet at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesday 5th & 

19th August. Bring your own craft and enjoy a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new. We welcome 

new members to our craft groups or just come along for a chat. Coffee Morning Saturday 29th August from 10-

11.30am in the Chapel. Coffee/tea, cake and biscuits, and there will be the usual raffle. All welcome. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

“We are aware that all of us are finding things difficult, but if you could drop off even one thing off our list we 

would be very grateful. Our stocks have never been so low. Some items we are completely out of. 

We would be grateful for anything at this time but the following items we are either nearly out of or out of 

completely:  Tins of soup.  Tins of meat, ham, spam, minced beef, chicken in white wine sauce. 

Tins of macaroni cheese, tins of ravioli and tins of tuna.

Tins of peas, carrots and sweetcorn.

Pasta sauce, pot noodles.

Tins of fruit, rice pudding, custard.

Cereals, Semi skimmed long life milk, biscuits.

Toiletries”

Our drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane (shed if out); Chickerell Library (when open); Chickerell Primary Academy 

(term time only); Wisebuys, Lynch Lane; Victory Hall, Charlestown; 57 Oldridge Rd;  11 Randall Close (garage if 

out). Chickerell Town Council offices at the Willowbed Hall: The council can take donations Monday to Thursday, 

between 9.30 and 12noon. 

Please telepone or message 07591851075 if you need help or if you have a donation but need us to collect.

MORE LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

WYKE REGIS GARDENING CLUB, The Clubhouse is closed throughout August, reopening on 

September 5th. We have a well-stocked shop with a large range of gardening essentials and a friendly café so you 

can sit and have a drink and a chat with fellow gardeners. Do come along and see what we have to offer.

The Clubhouse in Rylands Lane is normally open Weds from 2pm to 4pm & Sats from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Membership is £10 per year). Tel: 01305 602137 or email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk 

ANDYSMANCLUB Helping to get men talk, meets Mondays 7pm (except Bank Holidays) in the Dry Dock, St 

Thomas Street, Weymouth; at the Beehive, Portland and the Cadet Reserve Barracks, Dorchester 

info@andysmanclub.co.uk  (National Charity). 

REPAIR CAFÉ WEYMOUTH: Weymouth’s Repair Café is at Southill Community Centre on Radipole Lane 

on the second Saturday of every month from 10am until 12.30pm. The café is staffed by expert volunteers who 

will help repair broken household items from toasters to clocks; electronics such as gadgets and games; sewing 

machines and mechanical items. Volunteers can also help glue items, do sewing repairs and sharpen tools. The 

August date is Saturday 8th August. All repairs can be completed for a donation, and visitors are invited to 

watch and learn during the repair. Refreshments are normally available.

ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR  at Weymouth Bay Methodist Church, Melcombe Avenue, DT4 7TH from Tuesday 

18th to  Friday 21st August 10am-3pm. Craft stalls, hand-made cards, jewellery, aprons, ornaments and gifts for 

birthdays or Christmas.  There will be a craft workshop every day. Refreshments include home-made cakes, bacon 

butties, salad rolls and tea/coffee/squash.  Free Entry.   

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall. 

Mark Chutter, Chairman & Academic Director of the Thomas Hardy Society, entertained the group at the July 

meeting with a whistle stop tour of Thomas Hardy's life and influences.  He kept everyone enthralled as he told the 

story of Dorset’s most famous novelist and poet, whose output was prodigious.  Hardy was fascinated with social 

issues, and his books and poems of Dorset life still resonate with people worldwide today.  Using dialect and 

Dorset accents, Mark’s reading brought Hardy’s poems to life. A great evening. For more information about future 

meetings and events, please contact Jacqui on 07870 411721.
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CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell. Telephone: 01305 760095

Opening Hours:   Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm and 4-6pm; 

                               Thursday 2-4pm;  Friday  2-4pm; Saturday 10am-12.30pm.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX

Tel: 01305 766920   Email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com

 For more information please visit: ducklingspre-schoolchickerell.co.uk or our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 

Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

Coffee Morning 10–11.30am, Friday 7th August – chat with friends old and new.

Peto Book Club: Monday 10th August 2pm. A chance to read & discuss books of various genres. Interested? 

Spaces available –enquire at the library

Colour and Chat Group Tuesday 4th (cream tea) and 18th August 2–4pm. Pictures & pens/pencils provided. 

Come along & enjoy a relaxing afternoon with friends.

 Craft Group – bring your own craft – Wednesdays 12th & 26th August 10.15-12.15.  

Lego Club: Monday 17th August 2-4pm. All young people welcome; please bring an adult. Refreshments.

Pokemon Club 1st & 22nd August 1pm-2.30pm.  Come and join our friendly Pokemon Club. Beginners, experts 

and all ages welcome.  Bring your Pokemon cards, games or just yourselves. 

The library has photocopying facilities available, two computers for public use and books & greeting cards 

available for a donation, plus local history books for those new to the area who would like to know more.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY - Rashley Road. 

School Office: 01305 579148 – please contact office if you are new to the area and would like to join our school

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL’S LAST BUTCHERS: Many of the long-term residents of 

Chickerell and Charlestown will remember the Robinson Godsall Butchers on 

Green Lane (X on the map marks the spot where it was – the arrows show the 

old route into Chickerell by car, before it was decided to stop through traffic 

on Putton Lane when the link road was built). The Butchers (pictured below 

right) with their sign at the entrance to Green Lane (pictured left) was a 

popular shop, especially at Christmas. It also sold farm fresh eggs. It closed 

around 20 years ago. The shop had louvre shutters rather than windows and 

customers entered the butchers through the porch.

As another academic year comes to an end, we said goodbye to our lovely 2025/2026 Ducklings leavers at the end 

of July. We are so proud of everything they have achieved and wish them every success and happiness as they 

take the next exciting step in their education.

In September, we look forward to welcoming back familiar faces, as well as meeting lots of new children and 

families joining our Ducklings community. Until then, our team will be enjoying a well-deserved summer break. 

We hope everyone has a fantastic summer, and we can't wait to see you all soon!
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A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 

(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:

£18.00 an issue

£94.00 for six issues

£169.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year) 

Adverts need to be a JPEG and sized

All discounts must be paid for in advance



Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  

Office open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to noon Tel: 01305 767458. 

Website www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk 

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Town Council

 full council meeting 

Normally

3rd Tuesday of every month, 

in the Willowbed Hall at 

7.15pm.

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 

Way:  Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING: 

Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 

Council which covers this area is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 

streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 

have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 

DOG WARDEN: Contact by email:  envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.

FLOODING: For sandbags, please call 01305 251010 and ask for 

emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 

report all incidents to the police 

either online: website is 

dorset.police.uk - see the 

Contact section (where you can 

report crime online) - or by 

calling 101, the non-emergency 

number available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 

progress or life in danger call 

999. 

CCTV is around the 

Willowbed field & is 

constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600. 

Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 

on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  follow links to 

planning section and search for Chickerell to view applications.

The Town Council has responsibilities for Chickerell’s open spaces, eg., Willowbed field, Claypits (off Glennie 

Way) and the land off Meadow Close. It is also responsible for the hiring out of the Willowbed Hall and Sports 

Pavilion (Lower Way); has responsibilities for the local cemetery (St Mary’s), bus shelters, the play area on the 

Willowbed field and allotments. Please contact the council if there are any issues with these areas. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS received by Dorset Council   

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

P/FUL/2026/03700: Chickerell Community Library: Proposed extension of existing library to create more 

library floor space, fully accessible disabled wc, fire exit with level path, private room for computers and 

extending existing kitchenette.

P/OUT/2026/03171: 20A School Hill, Chickerell: Demolition of existing bungalow and development of 9 

dwellings, associated access, garages, domestic workshop, parking and gardens. Outline application to consider 

access, appearance, layout and scale (landscape reserved).

P/ADV/2026/03508: 432 Chickerell Road: Erection of illuminated advertising board. (This address is The 

Queen Charlotte Care Home).

P/OUT/2026/03607: This is the planning application for 360 houses in the two big fields behind Weymouth West 

Police Station, bordering Chickerell’s electricity sub-station and Radipole Lane. The application can be viewed on 

Dorset Council’s website. Proposed map of development shows road access for the homes behind the police 

station (branching off the road up to electricity station) and off Radipole Lane.

Councillor Surgery, Chickerell Village Ward: Chickerell Library, 10am-11.30am, Saturday 15th August.

Become a Councillor & make a difference – two vacancies available: Support your community. We need 

people who are passionate about making a positive impact and you do not need experience. Come along to one of 

our informal events and see our website. Deadline for applications: Monday 10th August.  

Yoga on the Green continues: Don’t forget our Yoga on the Green is every Saturday morning at 9.30am on the 

Willowbed Field throughout the summer thanks to Emily from Sukha Yoga and Sport England National Lottery 

funding. All abilities welcome, so come along and give it a try! 
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WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
 CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 07919076427



LOOKING BACK AT : FLEET and the Fleet Lagoon

TALES OF SMUGGLING FROM DAYS GONE BY
Here are a few more tales on smuggling from days gone by.

Smuggling goods in Britain goes back many centuries as taxes were raised on certain goods to raise money for the 

economy of the country. Taxes were never popular and ways to avoid paying them began. 

ARMED MEN RODE WITH SMUGGLERS

Custom officers were employed to collect the duties and coming across smugglers while looking into illegal 

landings was hazardous. In 1717 a report by a custom official at Weymouth to his superiors in London warned that 

companies of armed men rode with smugglers at night and it was very dangerous for officials. Just a few months 

later a local customs official investigating reported landings in the early hours came across 30 men, heavily 

disguised, armed with clubs and weapons.

HIDING THE BARRELS

In the 18th century it was mainly brandy and wine that were smuggled along this coast.  The Fleet lagoon, of 

course, with its shallow waters, was an ideal place to hide spirits. There was a special method of sinking tubs 

(small barrels) of spirits. The tubs were slung off a weighted rope from a boat and sunk down onto the bed of The 

Fleet, to be hauled up under the cover of darkness when needed and carted away in wagons or on horses, escorted 

by smuggling gangs.

Some of the goods were also obtained from the debris of ships broken up in storms off Chesil Beach. Other goods 

were brought in by boats that sailed just off the coast while gangs were organised to illegally land them.

SMUGGLERS VERSUS THE REVENUE MEN

In one case in the latter half of the 18th century, custom officers were determined the cargo from one wrecked ship 

that was floating down to Portland was not going to get into the hands of Portland smugglers. The officers found 

themselves, however, confronted by more than 100 locals determined to keep hold of the goods washed up. More 

than five hours later after a lot of shouting, swearing and a scrap, the revenue officers still only retrieved 26 of the 

36 known tubs of spirits. The remainder were tossed into the sea but there is little doubt they were collected later. 

Such a smuggling method was known as ‘sowing the crop’.

WOMEN HELP OUT

Smuggled goods were hidden ashore in all sorts of places. Churches and churchyards, especially in out of the way 

places, were used. In the novel Moonfleet, the tubs were left to float in the flooded vault of the Fleet church. In 

July’s Contact Magazine we carried a note that a Dorchester jail court recorded in 1826 a girl from Buckland 

Ripers was fined for smuggling.  Women were known to signal to smugglers and carry messages to and from 

gangs. They could also hide spirits in ‘bladders’ under their voluminous skirts. 

Many local people turned a ‘blind eye’ or were scared away by all sorts of tales. Customs officers themselves were 

not unknown to be corrupt. 

LAWS & POLICING CUT THE CRIME

By the end of the 19th century smuggling had been vastly reduced by effective policing. Large numbers of cruisers 

and boats, under Naval command, patrolled coastal areas while revenue boats sailed further out to sea.  On the 

land, officers patrolled on horseback. Laws were also passed including a ban on the lighting of fires on the coast, 

used to signal to smugglers, and boats were no longer allowed to ‘hover’ within six miles of the shore.

DRAIN THE FLEET! 
Back in the 17th century it was the fashion to follow the Dutch and reclaim land from the sea for farming. Dutch 

experts came over to Britain to assess land that could be reclaimed and this caught the interest of Sir George 

Horsey from Dorset. He along with six others decided to take up a lease for the Fleet from Sir John Strangways, the 

landowner. The idea was to drain East and West Fleet (up to the area west of Shipmoor Point) and if not successful 

after 33 years to revert the area back to water. 

Records from that era state huge walls and sluices were installed with smaller sluices across streams entering the 

Fleet lagoon such as at Rodden Hive and Herbury. 

The project did see some success as locals were able to walk over the Fleet with boards tied to their feet. The 

venture was, however, doomed to failure, for as everyone locally knew, the sea can pour through the pebbles of 

Chesil Beach. The final straw was a huge storm which destroyed a main sluice. Sir George, who had sunk all his 

money into the scheme, ended up bankrupt. 

There was one more attempt to drain just the Herbury part of the Fleet lagoon more than 30 years after this which 

created a pond in the bay there. You can still see the remains of the wall at low tide today and it is even marked on 

maps as ‘Works’.



AUGUST  1994

• Chickerell Carnival was all set for August 13th 1994 with a garden competition, a treasure trail for families and 

a pet show all part of the fun, plus a flower show at the youth club. Plus there was the added comfort of Port-a-

loos – by popular request.

• Charlestown Victory Hall had a new activity every Sunday and Thursday evenings: The Weymouth Warlords 

Games Club (Fantasy, Sci-Fi and Historical Wargaming) for all ages from 11 years old upwards.

• West Dorset District Council reminded residents that with the light evenings and warmer weather, more 

charities will be out collecting either on the street or by calling on householders door to door: “We would like 

to ask the public if they have any doubt of the authenticity of the collector to follow four main guidelines: They 

must be 16 years of age or over; they should produce, on request, a certificate of authority to collect from the 

promoter; must wear an identification badge and if money is collected, must have either  a sealed and labelled 

collection container or a receipt book with a counterfoil or duplicate copy that is consecutively numbered. 

• Chickerell and Charlestown Townswomen’s Guild members enjoyed an informative talk on the meaning of 

Dorset placenames and surnames and were looking forward to a trip to see the House of Marbles at Bovey 

Tracey.

• Chickerell School’s team won seven matches and lost one in the school Rounders Festival at Littlemoor School 

in 1994. Year Six also launched their coracles at Sandsfoot Castle in July 1994. The four different style 

coracles (small, round boat made of wickerwork and covered in waterproof material) studied at the Ancient 

Technology Centre were completed during the previous school term. The coracles were to be added to the Iron 

Age Museum at the school. 

• A blue cotton hat had been left behind at the church fete in July.

The weather has been so warm the wildlife has been keeping a low profile; birds still have young, although they 

are growing so quickly, and it must be an effort for them to find food now the ground is so hard and everything is 

very dry. It is even more important that they have access to fresh water, so if you can, put out a shallow bowl of 

water for them and keep fresh and clean. Even insects need water; they benefit from a shallow dish filled with 

clean pebbles that they can perch on and drink from. 

Flocks of  House Sparrows have been hiding from the sun in any large bush or shrub that offers dense cover and 

shade and House Martins, Swallows and the occasional Swift have been ducking and diving overhead to catch 

high-flying insects.

Butterflies have been doing well. It is still possible to see one every now and again in local gardens; the striking 

Red Admiral, easy to spot with red bands on a black background and white markings to the forewings, patrol 

territories such as hedgerows and garden shrubs, stopping to rest to sun itself and reveal its bright wings. It is its 

bright colours that led to its name, admirable, which became admiral. There is not a nautical connection! It 

normally drinks water from puddles and feeds on nectar from plants such as clover. There is a less common White 

Admiral, that has a bright white band across its wings and has a colourful brown and white underside to its wings. 

It is normally only found along the south coast, usually the south east.  Gatekeeper butterflies have been spotted 

along the path up to the Willowbed Hall. These little orange-brown butterflies, with a ‘false eye’ on their 

forewings got their name because they are so often seen along hedgerows. They too like to patrol a territory, 

searching out sources of nectar to feed on. They love bramble and the flowers of mint and marjoram. These 

butterflies are short lived – usually for about three weeks and again are most common in the south of England but 

can also be found in Wales and Southern Ireland. If you are interested in butterflies, don’t forget Butterfly 

Conservation’s Big Butterfly Count, which we highlighted in last month’s Contact, finishes on August 9th. For 

more information about the count and about British butterflies, see the butterfly-conservation.org website. The 

national charity is based in Dorset at Lulworth.

MOONFLEET FICTION: In 1976 Contact pubished a letter from the vicar of St Mary’s, Rev Newnham, about 

the novel Moonfleet, which we featured in our article on Fleet churches last month. He said it was ‘almost pure 

fiction,’ using ‘historical and archaeological titbits to trigger events’.  He gave the example of Colonel John 

Mohun ‘who may have spent his childhood at Fleet, remained a Royalist officer during the Civil War, had no 

connection with Carisbrooke Castle and was not buried at Fleet - and the memorial to the shot smuggler is based 

on a tombstone to William Lewis in Wyke Regis churchyard – and so on – Enjoy the book!’ He added the real 

story of Fleet was just as absorbing - if it could be pieced together.





EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENTS IN AUGUST

WEYMOUTH PAVILION: (Box Office 01305 783225) Website: weymouthpavilion

Tribute shows include: A tribute to Pink on August 9th; An Elton John celebration on August 14th; a tribute to 

Adele on August 16th; Michael Jackson on August 21st and a tribute to Amy Winehouse on the 28th.  For the young 

at heart there is Toto the Ninja Cat and The Great Snake Escape at various times on August 18th and 19th. Famous 

Comedian Jim Davidson hits town for a show on August 15th.

Films: For the young at heart: The latest Minions movie, Minions & Monsters (U) is due to show at the pavilion 

from the last day in July until 9th August at various times. This time the little yellow guys search for their latest 

chief and end up hitting Hollywood. Cue lots of references to classic movies. The new live action film of Moana 

(PG) is on at various times from 3rd-6th August and the classic Hook (U) with Robin Williams is set to be shown 

on August 2nd.

The big film of the summer, The Odyssey, (certificate to be confirmed) is set to come to the pavilion from August 

7th to 13th. Matt Damon is Odysseus, battling the gods, monsters and more to try and get home in this Christopher 

Nolan adaptation of Homer’s classic saga. Fans of Andre Rieu can enjoy his 2026 Summer Concert: Viva 

Maastricht in an Event Cinema showing on August 8th and 12th. And finally, the Rose of Nevada (15) is set to be 

shown on August 11th. A trio of fishermen find themselves taken back to more prosperous times after crewing a 

trawler that mysteriously appeared in their Cornish harbour.

Film news: Coyote vs Acme is due to be released in August – telling the tale of Wile E.Coyote’s decision to take 

action due to his mishaps. It’s a Who Framed Roger Rabbit live action/cartoon mix.

******************************************************************************************

KNITTED SPECTACULAR AT NOTHE STAYS TIL AUGUST 24th: The 80-metre installation of knitting 

and crochet that takes visitors back to life during the Second World War is to stay on at Weymouth’s Nothe Fort 

during August. The Longest Yarn 2: Britain at War, arrived as part of a  national tour last month, and depicts 80 

crafted scenes & scenarios from D Day to the Battle of Britain and beyond including life on the home front. See 

nothefort.org.uk for more details.

*******************************************************************************************

SUMMER FIREWORKS ON VIEW FROM WEYMOUTH SEAFRONT: Firework displays return for 

August every Monday with two special low noise events on Monday 10th and 24th. Fireworks will also be on 

display on Monday 3rd, 17th and 31st August with launch time at 9.30pm.

******************************************************************************************

GREENHILL GARDENS Sunday afternoon (2-4pm) music on Weymouth’s Esplanade for August (weather 

dependent): August 2nd: Dr Jazz; August 9th, Darron Garnett. August 16th: 11th Hour; August 23rd: Scandals; 

August 30th: Georgy & The Duke; Monday 31st: Tony Lowe (a Weldmar Hospice event).



CHURCHES PAGE FOR  AUGUST 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

Sunday Services at 9.30am, with coffee/tea and chat afterwards.  

August 2nd      Morning Worship led by Alan Smith.        August 9th  Parish Eucharist led by Rev Margaret Baker

August 16th     Parish Eucharist led by Rev Geoff Hebbern.   August 23rd   Eucharist led by Rev Richard Simmons

August 30th       Parish Eucharist led by Rev Richard Simmons

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road. Rector: 01305 784649. Services 11am Sundays

 Rector: Rev John MacKenzie

August 2nd:              Pam Woodland                        August 9th:    Rev Helen Harrell (Holy Communion)

August 16th:             Peter Jenner                             August 23rd: Worship Leaders (united with Lanehouse)

August 30th:             Roger Phillips

See more about Methodist Church groups and regular events in the Methodist Church news section each month

THE BENEFICE OF WEYMOUTH ST PAULS WITH FLEET – Service at Fleet 2nd Sunday of the month

Holy Trinity Churches Fleet: Monthly church services will be at the Old Church in Butter Street until 

further notice. This month: Sunday 9th August at 9am, based on our usual 30-minute communion service. 

Parking will be in the field opposite Butter Street. Summer Afternoon services at the Old Church, Butter 

Street: There will  a summer afternoon/evening service at 3pm at the old Church on Sunday 23rd August. The 

service will be followed by cake and refreshments in the churchyard. This will be a celebration summer service 

(not a communion service). Any queries please contact 01305 778080 or 07904446202 (churchwardens).

Sunday 16th August, 2-5pm: The Tide of Life Workshop: An afternoon of readings and art at the old Church, 

Butterstreet: “Gather at the old church for an afternoon of connecting with nature and contemplation. Words, song, 

colour and clay.” Refreshments provided. No art experience necessary. Donations on the day towards materials 

and for the church restoration appeal fund. Parking in the field opposite the church. To book a place call 

churchwarden on 07963474750 or email tidaltimeworkshops@gmail.com 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 396D Chickerell Rd. Sunday worship 

service 10am. Games night 7pm every Wednesday. Contact volunteer missionaries 07800 614589.

August 2nd:              P Brown                                   August 9th:        S Jenner

August 16th:             C Smith                                    August 23rd:      S Nicklen – At Chickerell – United Service

August 30th:             H Harrell – Holy Communion

All services are followed by light refreshments.  

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, STAVORDALE ROAD. Weymouth 786033  

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.  

SALVATION ARMY  Westham Rd Weymouth. Worship Sundays 10.30am Coffee mornings Thursdays 10am. 

WEYMOUTH  SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Moose Lodge, 137 Chickerell Rd. Details on Facebook

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 

Weymouth DT3 6BH. Details on Facebook: The church normally meets on a Sunday and for special events; 

open to all. Facebook page for more details of all services. Thelightspiritualistchurch

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX     On the corner of North Square & West Street.

Home to the Ducklings Pre-school.   Services Sundays, 10.30am with coffee served afterwards

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/
mailto:tidaltimeworkshops@gmail.com
mailto:tidaltimeworkshops@gmail.com
mailto:tidaltimeworkshops@gmail.com


A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 

(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:

£18.00 an issue

£94.00 for six issues

£169.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year) 

Adverts need to be a JPEG and sized

All discounts must be paid for in advance



GARDENING NOTES FOR AUGUST by Carrie Dalby

This hot weather is set to continue, with occasional thunderstorms to add joy to our water butts. Water butts 

are more important than ever to save every drop; use one to save grey water. Water in the evenings to 

reduce evaporation and give the roots time to take it up - avoid watering the leaves, only soak round the 

roots. This is important with containers, as the leaves deflect water. Add more mulch to retain the 

moisture; any compost or manure will do to cover the soil with a couple of inches. Continue to feed borders 

and pots regularly. Feed Camellias and Rhododendrons now, to boost flower buds for next year.

Take semi-ripe cuttings: Choose stems that have not borne flowers. Take Pelargonium cuttings and layer 

Dianthus stems. When deadheading, do some pruning, cutting down to a bud to encourage strong new 

growth. Prune all plants after flowering, including roses. Leaves with blackspot or mildew should be 

removed and binned, not composted. Cut back Hardy Geraniums now to produce a second flush. Pot up 

strawberry runners and sow hardy annuals. Plant Hyacinth and Daffodil bulbs in pots now for a Christmas 

display.

Vegetable growers have had a lot of aphids, particularly Blackfly on beans. Rather than resort to 

chemicals that kill all insects, spray directly with a soap solution. Use hand soap, not detergent, because 

detergent strips the natural waxy coating off stems, reducing the plant’s own protection. Soap simply 

suffocates the aphids.

Now let’s all try a rain dance!

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

• The Lugger is a two or three masted boat with four-cornered sails set fore and aft? Chickerell is famous, of 

course, for its Lugger Inn.

• Australia Road, alongside the army camp off Chickerell Road, commemorates the Australian and New 

Zealand troops who were convalescing at Montevideo Camp during the First World War. The first contingent 

of wounded men arrived in June 1915, welcomed with a strawberry and cream tea from local people. The 

troops went on to join in local church services and meet up with local families. The church choir visited the 

camp and the soldiers that were able to, joined in with fishing and picnicking on Chesil Beach. The Australians 

at the camp even formed their own band and entertained villagers with concerts.



Email: shop@weypaintandtile.co.uk
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