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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 

785895. Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 

761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk  Please contact David if 

you wish to place an advert or renew an advert. Compiler: Caroline 

Tomlinson: Email: caroline@elephantsears.org  

Please send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. 

When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the 

appropriate month in the subject heading, or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. 

You need to add a phone number for queries.  Letters and editorial 

contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will 

not be published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors 

in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, compiler or 

publisher.  Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct 

at time of going to press. Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 15th of the 

preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to 

current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. PLEASE SEND 

ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP AND SIZED 

ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the strict condition 

that permission has been given for its use in this publication. Adverts are 

accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services 

described are both fair & accurate. Adverts will not be placed in Contact 

without prior payment.  Copies of Contact (if not delivered to your door) 

available at: Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and hairdresser next 

door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 

Codfathers. Online in colour on the Chickerell website.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE By James Bennett: Find us at 

www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including past issues.

HEALTH INFORMATION

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with 

Chickerell Surgery) Registered patients are requested to use the internet site: 

www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk for any medical query 

or appointment request. If unable to access this: Tel: 01305 782226.  

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999. For critical 

conditions: DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL Accident and Emergency 

Department, Dorchester. Urgent, less critical: WEYMOUTH URGENT 

CARE CENTRE, Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, 

seven days a week. 

CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to 

Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm). Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 

9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.

**********************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Chickerell.

DIARY DATES  -JULY

For more see local group entries

1st: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm. 

1st: AGM, 6pm, Charlestown Victory 

Hall.

2nd: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

3rd : Library coffee morning 10-11.30.

6th: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

7th: Colour & Chat, library 2-4pm.

8th: Walkers Club meets, Sutton 

Poyntz, 10am. Bincombe walk.

8th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15

10th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

11th : Pokeman Club, Library, 

1-2.30pm – New event.

13th: Peto Book Club, library, 2pm.

17th: St Mary’s Coffee morning, 

10am-12noon, North Aisle Café. 

18th: Village Café, Lugger, 10am-12.

18th: Walkers Club meets, for monthly 

social walk, Lugger, 9am.

18th: Town Councillor surgery, 

Marquis of Granby, 11am-12noon.

21st: Colour & Chat, library 2-4.

23rd: Walkers Club meets, 1.30pm, 

Peto Garden (by library). Walk to 

Buckland Ripers.

24th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

25th : Coffee morning, Methodist 

Chapel, 10-11.30am.

27th: Lego Club, Library, 2-4pm.

31st: Walkers Club meets, 10am, 

Willowbed Hall for Fleet walk.

Like many other residents, I have fond memories of the Christmas Nativity services at Fleet church each year.

On the front page this month I am pleased to publish a picture of our new Mayor and Mayoress of Chickerell, 

Coun Neil Hudson and Mrs Mandy Zhang. 

Coming up this month is the Chickerell Steam and Vintage Show at Moor Farm. This is always a popular event 

each year. Next month it is the Village Show and Picnic in the Park. Come on all you gardeners and arts and crafts 

people -  help support this event.

I am sorry to report two deaths in recent weeks. Heather Coles was the wife of the late Terry Coles. We also lost 

Ken Baber. In his younger days, he was a big part of the Chickerell football scene. To all families and to anyone 

else who has lost loved ones, we send our sincere condolences.

The Contact Magazine is in no way connected to any political party.

Due to annual holidays next month, Contact will be printed early. Please have all articles for publication in by July 

12th. Finally, let’s hope we get some good weather to enjoy the summer and the school holidays.           John Dean

I am very sad to report on the closure of Holy Trinity Church at Fleet in 

this month’s Contact. 
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NEWS……NEWS….. More news in following pages

SHOCK CLOSURE FOR PARISH CHURCH: Fleet’s Holy Trinity Church and surrounding churchyard has 

been forced to close due to structural issues with the church tower. The Fleet Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

says it is necessary to close both areas until further notice as the masonry on the tower is unstable and poses a risk 

to public safety. Monthly services will return to the historic old church in Butter Street in the meantime, with 

parking available in the field opposite Butter Street. Anyone who wants to visit the churchyard must contact the 

churchwardens to arrange a visit, but people are being urged to understand that this ‘will be at your own risk and 

the PCC says it can accept no responsibility for your safety.’ For details of the church services and churchwarden 

contact details see Churches page – and for a brief history of Fleet churches see our article this month.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL STEAM AND VINTAGE SHOW is back at Moor Farm, Knights-in-the-Bottom from July 3rd 

to 5th with working steam engines, tractor engines, vintage cars, motorcycles, fairground rides, trade stands, food, 

refreshments and live music, plus four teams bid to win the Chickerell Challenge Trophy (pork pies and apple 

dunking are part of the challenge). Show opening times are:  5pm-11pm on the Friday, 10am to 11pm on the 

Saturday and 10-4pm on the Sunday. There is camping on site as usual. For more see chickerellsteamshow.co.uk 

*******************************************************************************************

NEW MAYOR: Chickerell Town Council has elected Coun Neil Hudson as Town Mayor for the 2026-27 

civic year. Coun Carole Caple was elected as Deputy Mayor and Coun John Dean as Civic Representative. Coun 

Hudson, who will be supported by Mayoress Mrs Mandy Zhang, said the role was ‘not only a personal privilege, 

but a reflection of the strength, vibrancy and unity of our community’. He said key priorities for the year included 

strengthening links with local schools; supporting and promoting local business; representing residents and 

ensuring with developers that infrastructure, environmental impact and community needs were properly 

considered. He urged more residents to take an interest in Chickerell’s future: “Chickerell is strongest when 

residents take part. If everyone contributes in the way they are able, our town will continue to flourish - not by 

standing still, but by growing thoughtfully, sustainably, and together.” 

For more town council news see town council page

*******************************************************************************************

SUCCESS FOR CHICKERELL HEDGEHOG FAIR: Chickerell Hedgehog Friendly Town Group says its 

recent fair at the Methodist Church in North Square was well-supported and a great success, raising more than 

£300 for local hedgehog rescues: “We and the rescues would  like to thank everyone who supported it and made it 

all worthwhile.”

*******************************************************************************************

SEEKING DOG VIEWS: Dorset Council is asking residents to say what they think about rules for dogs in public 

spaces, including beaches and parks by next month (August 7th).  It comes as the current dog-related Public Spaces 

Protection Order (PSPO), designed to last for three years, expires at the end of this year.  People will be able to 

comment on where dogs should or should not be allowed; whether this should be limited to winter times for areas 

such as the beaches and when and where dogs should be kept on a lead, including what type of lead. The council 

says the consultation is aimed at making sure public shared spaces work well for everyone. It is hoping to hear 

from as many people as possible to put fair, clear rules in place that protect public health while supporting 

responsible dog walking. Copies of the  consultation are in Dorset libraries with paper copies on request by calling 

01305 221000.

Online at: consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/c-e/dog-related-pspo 

*******************************************************************************************

YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE AT THE VILLAGE SHOW – NOW JUST WEEKS AWAY!

Chickerell’s annual village show is all set for Saturday 8th August in the Willowbed Hall from 12.30-4pm

 - in conjunction with Picnic in the Park. Categories will include cut flowers, pot plants, fruit and vegetables, 

children’s section, cookery, handicraft, floral arrangements, photography and novice section.  Show programmes 

are available from Chickerell library, St Mary’s Church or by emailing chickerellshow@gmail.com Any 

questions, please contact the email address.

 *******************************************************************************************

ROSE QUEEN FESTIVAL 11th July, 1-4pm, St Edmunds Church, Lanehouse Rocks Road, DT4 9HZ.

A community afternoon with a fun zone for children including bouncy castle slide; performances from 

Amberlights Majorettes, live music, bar, refreshments, tombolas and raffle plus local stalls.
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Email: shop@weypaintandtile.co.uk



NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES – more overleaf

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES  Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone 

568674 for more details). Tuesday: am: Move it or Lose it, 10am-11am. Pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB). 

Wednesday: pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly). 

Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB).  *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of 

Ballet)  contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS: Bingo dates are 10th and 24th July and 7th August. 

Numbers at the coffee mornings are rising and we look forward to seeing more new faces on Monday 6th July. 

Don't forget our AGM on Wednesday 1st July at  6pm. 

The hall will have week night evenings available to hire during the summer holidays for one-off events and band 

practice. For all booking enquiries: Contact Joe on 01305 789125. 

LIFE & SOUL WALKERS CLUB: Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday of the month at the Turks Head pub, East Street 

Thank you to everyone at The Turks for another excellent meal in June. We are so spoilt. Why don’t you come 

and join us? In July we are having a roast beef carvery with all the trimmings, followed by gateau.

For any cancellations or queries, please phone Ann 07387 223339 or Ruth 775364.  

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM THE LIFE & SOUL COMMUNITY TRUST  

Thank you to everyone who attended another very successful Race Day at The Lugger last month. The Life & 

Soul Community Trust was delighted to raise almost £1000 towards helping local causes and funding free 

community events over the coming year. All eyes turn now to the Picnic in the Park which is scheduled to take 

place on Saturday 8th August. The trust is hard at work planning and organising this very popular free Family Fun 

Day which takes place on the Willowbed Field and includes live music, charity stalls and fun fair rides while the 

Village Show also takes place in the hall on the same afternoon. With the Willowbed Hall still currently 

unavailable, The Lugger will once again host the Life & Soul café on Saturday 18th July from 10-12noon. The 

Trust is aware that some may have difficulty getting to The Lugger for the café and, if so, please contact the pub 

on 01305 766611 to arrange travel assistance for you on the day. The popular Life & Soul Walking Club walks, 

always scheduled for the day of the monthly café, will start and finish at The Lugger at 9am as usual – see below!

From Hilary: The 100 Club winning numbers for June were 18, 68 and 69. Our May coffee morning raised 

£105.30 for church funds; the next is on Friday 17th July from 10am-12noon in the North Aisle Cafe with books, 

jigsaws and cakes. Only £1 for your drink; refill if required and biscuits. Any tombola items for our stall at Picnic 

in the Park on August 8th will be gratefully received. Please bring to church or to 11 Randall Close – please leave 

on table in garage if no-one at home or call Hilary on 01305 772817 for collection. Thank you.

From Sue Adams: St. Mary’s Chickerell is now registered as an Eco Church, reflecting our commitment to 

supporting wildlife conservation. Each May, a section of the churchyard, mainly immediately behind the church 

and away from gravestones, will be left unmown to enable bees and moths, vital to biodiversity, to gather pollen, 

until the beginning of June. An area to the right of the church porch has been sown with wildflower seeds, and a 

stretch of land at the boundary south west of the church has signage and is a work in progress as an area left 

undisturbed for wildlife. (see churches page for more church news this month).

Wednesday 8th July: Bincombe Bumps Walk. Meet 10am at the pond, Sutton Poyntz ( opposite the pub).  This 

favourite circular walk has stunning views, taking a gentle route up to the top of the hill but with a steep descent. 

Difficult Four-mile walk.

Saturday 18th July: The regular one-hour Social Walk. Meet 9am at The Lugger. Suitable for most people 

including those with prams, mobility scooters and dogs. Good views of the Fleet. Finishing at the Village Cafe.

Thursday 23rd July: Circular walk to Buckland Ripers with a tea stop. Meet 1.30pm at Peto Garden (by 

Chickerell Library). Medium ( difficult in places) four to five miles walk.

Friday 31st July: Fleet Walk to Mandeville Road, Wyke. Meet 10am at Willowbed Hall. Medium walk with one 

steep hill. Good views of the Fleet - six miles.  





The Craft and Chat group will meet at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesday 1st July. Bring your own craft and enjoy 

a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new. We welcome new members to our craft groups or just come 

along for a chat. 

Our next Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 25th July from 10-11.30am in the Chapel. Coffee/tea and cake and 

biscuits will be served and there will be the usual raffle. All welcome. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

There was a taste of the Orient at the June meeting, when local member Carole Loveridge, immaculately dressed 

in a beautiful kimono, told of her visits to Japan, where she had walked through cities, villages and mountainous 

countryside. She showed photos of inns and hotels where she had stayed, each with their own traditions, customs 

and meals; her encounter with snow monkeys, and her ride on the Bullet Train.  On her last visit she saw Mount 

Fuji and explored the city and museums of Hiroshima. Altogether a very informative and enjoyable evening.

For more information about future meetings and events, please contact Jacqui on 07870 411721.

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall

MARSHALLSAY COURT: Events in the communal lounge in the flats in Marshallsay Road 

Coffee mornings every Wednesday 10-11am with raffle.

Thank you to all who support us. We know times are tough but please try to donate even one tin to us. Donations 

are at an all time low. Without your help we are unable to help those who need it.

We really need any of the following: Tins of carrots, garden peas, sweetcorn. Tea, coffee, biscuits. Custard.

Tins of meat; Chicken in white wine sauce, tinned minced beef, tinned chilli con carne. Pasta sauce & toilet rolls.

Our drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane (shed if out); Chickerell Library (when open); Chickerell Primary Academy 

(term time only); Wisebuys, Lynch Lane; Victory Hall, Charlestown; 57 Oldridge Rd;  11 Randall Close (garage if 

out). Chickerell Town Council offices at the Willowbed Hall: The council can take donations Monday to Thursday, 

between 9.30 and 12noon. 

Please telepone or message 07591851075 if you need help or if you have a donation but need us to collect.

MORE LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

WYKE REGIS GARDENING CLUB, The Clubhouse, Rylands Lane: Open Day on Saturday July 25th - non 

members welcome; table top sale with cakes, second-hand books plus sale of some shop items and plants!  

Refreshments available. Last trading day before the summer break: July 29th, Re-opening: September 5th.

(Open Weds from 2pm to 4pm & Sats from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Membership is £10 per year). Tel: 01305 602137.

SOUTHILL GARDENING CLUB: At Southill Community Centre at 7.30pm on Tuesday July 14th the club 

hosts Dorset-based garden designer Jenny Short for ‘Through the Garden Gate’ – a selection of distinctive gates & 

the gardens behind them. Members and non-members are welcome and refreshments will be available.  Further 

information on this meeting or the club in general can be obtained from Nigel Smith on 01305 788939.

ANDYSMANCLUB Helping to get men talk, meets Mondays 7pm (except Bank Holidays) in the Dry Dock, St 

Thomas Street, Weymouth; at the Beehive, Portland and the Cadet Reserve Barracks, Dorchester 

info@andysmanclub.co.uk  (National Charity). 

FRIENDS OF WEYMOUTH LIBRARY (FOWL): Talk by Dorset resident Beth Wilson, on ceramics; the 

history up to the current day; her own 1930s collection and the life of ‘pottery ladies’, at the library, Saturday July 

4th, 10.30am. All welcome; £3 on entry.

WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND LADIES PROBUS CLUB: Are you over 55 or semi-retired? Come along & 

join us at our sociable meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 11am to 1pm for an interesting talk & 

lunch afterwards if you choose. First three meetings free! Phone Diana on 01305 785313 for details and a chat. 

REPAIR CAFÉ Weymouth: 11th July & 8th August, 10am-12.30pm, Southill Community Centre, Radipole Lane.
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WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
 CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 07919076427



CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell. Telephone: 01305 760095

Opening Hours:   Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm and 4-6pm; 

                               Thursday 2-4pm;  Friday  2-4pm; Saturday 10am-12.30pm.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX

Tel: 01305 766920   Email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com

 For more information please visit: ducklingspre-schoolchickerell.co.uk or our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 

Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

Events: Coffee Morning 10–11.30am, Friday 3rd July. Peto Book Club: Monday 13th July, 2pm – spaces 

available. Colour and Chat Group Tuesdays 7th & 21st July 2–4pm. Pictures & pens/pencils provided.

Craft Group – bring your own craft – Wednesday 8th July. 10.15-12.15. 

Lego Club: Monday 27th July, 2-4pm. All young people welcome; please bring an adult. Refreshments.

NEW Pokemon Club 11th July 1pm-2.30pm.  Come and join our friendly Pokemon Club.  Whether you are just 

starting or already a Pokemon Master, come and join us.  Children, young people and families all welcome.  Bring 

your Pokemon cards, games or just yourselves.

The library has photocopying facilities available, two computers for public use and books & greeting cards 

available for a donation, plus local history books for those new to the area who would like to know more.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY - Rashley Road. 

School Office: 01305 579148 – please contact office if you are new to the area and would like to join our school

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL: We hope you are all keeping well and making the most of the summer 

weather.  The final term of the academic year is always a particularly busy and exciting time at school. We have a 

number of special events to look forward to, including our Summer Fete, Sports Day, Graduation Day for our 

lovely Chickadees children, and our Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly, where we will celebrate 

the wonderful achievements and memories of our oldest pupils as they prepare for the next stage of their 

education. These occasions provide special opportunities for us to come together as a school community and 

recognise the many successes of our children throughout the year.

As the school year draws to a close, we continue to focus on helping our children prepare for the opportunities and 

changes that September will bring. Supporting children through these transitions is something we take great care 

over, ensuring that they feel confident, secure and excited about the next stage of their education. It helps children 

build confidence ahead of the summer break, while also allowing teachers valuable time to get to know their new 

classes, both academically and personally. By establishing these early connections, children return in September 

feeling settled and ready to learn from day one.

During July, we are also welcoming the children who will be joining us in September. They will have the 

opportunity to explore their new environment, meet their teachers and begin forming friendships with their 

classmates. These sessions are equally valuable for parents, providing an opportunity to meet staff, ask questions 

and begin to feel part of the Chickerell Primary Academy community. We look forward to getting to know all our 

new families and sharing the exciting journey ahead with them. Our current Year 6 children are continuing to 

receive support and guidance as they prepare for their move to secondary school. They have been exceptional 

ambassadors for our school and have contributed so much during their time here. We are immensely proud of their 

achievements, resilience and personal growth, and while we will miss them greatly, we are excited to see all they 

go on to accomplish. This will be our last contribution to the Contact before the children and staff enjoy a 

well-deserved summer holiday.

*******************************************************************************************

Chickerell Methodist’s Gift Day and Cream Tea 

Gift Day on Saturday 4th July from 2pm– 4.pm.  Gifts will be gratefully received towards the upkeep of 

our Chapel which was built in 1865 and is a focal point of the area for many -

as well as being the home to the Ducklings Pre-School. Cream Teas will be available - £5 each 

(Please book in advance by phoning or texting Pam on 07795 167 750 and pay on the day).  

Tea/coffee and biscuits will also served during the afternoon.  
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Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  

Office open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to noon Tel: 01305 767458. 

Website www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk 

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Town Council

 full council meeting 

3rd Tuesday of every month, 

in the Willowbed Hall at 

7.15pm.

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 

Way:  Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING: 

Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 

Council which covers this area is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 

streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 

have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 

DOG WARDEN: Contact by email:  envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.

FLOODING: For sandbags, please call 01305 251010 and ask for 

emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 

report all incidents to the police 

either online: website is 

dorset.police.uk - see the 

Contact section (where you can 

report crime online) - or by 

calling 101, the non-emergency 

number available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 

progress or life in danger call 

999. 

CCTV is around the 

Willowbed field & is 

constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600. 

Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 

on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  follow links to 

planning section and search for Chickerell to view applications.

The Town Council has responsibilities for Chickerell’s open spaces, eg., Willowbed field, Claypits (off Glennie 

Way) and the land off Meadow Close. It is also responsible for the hiring out of the Willowbed Hall and Sports 

Pavilion (Lower Way); has responsibilities for the local cemetery (St Mary’s), bus shelters, the play area on the 

Willowbed field and allotments. Please contact the council if there are any issues with these areas. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS received by Dorset Council   

TOWN COUNCILLOR SURGERY: 11am to 12noon on Saturday 18th July

At The Marquis of Granby, Chickerell Road.

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

Become a Town Councillor:  Chickerell Town Council has two vacancies for Town Councillors in Chickerell 

Village Ward and Charlestown & Littlesea Ward. If you’re passionate about your community and want to help 

shape the future of Chickerell, this is an opportunity to get involved and make a difference locally.  Further details 

on the Town Council’s website or call 01305 767458.

Willowbed Update: Works at Willowbed continue, with the majority of the extension and refurbishment now 

approaching completion. While some facilities have remained available throughout, we appreciate the 

community’s patience during periods of limited access.  Following a short earlier delay, contractors are now 

working towards full facilities being reinstated by mid-July. We look forward to welcoming the community 

back to our fully restored venue very soon. There is also a Wednesday afternoon and evening hire slot now 

available at the Hall (onsite parking available from mid-July). For enquiries, please email bookings@chickerell-

tc.gov.uk or call 01305 767458. There will be an opportunity for residents to view the Willowbed improvements - 

please keep an eye on the Town Council’s website and social media for further updates.

P/PAPA/2026/03033: Loscombe Lodge, Nottington Lane, Tatton: Provide access across wet ground to fodder 

storage area during spring, autumn and winter months.

P/HOU/2026/02932: 5 Lower Putton Lane: Annexe in the rear garden. 2 bedroom bungalow for family usage. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF FLEET’S TWO CHURCHES – and international fame for one! 

As Holy Trinity ‘new’ Church closes due to structural 

issues, Contact thought it might be interesting to 

publish some details about Fleet’s two churches and 

their history once again, particularly as the old church 

is now being put back to regular use. 

Fleet is a historic village on the old, original main coast 

road between Weymouth and Bridport. It was the 

historic home of the Mohun family, based at Fleet 

House (now Moonfleet hotel). There are records of a 

church at the end of Butter Street dating right back to 

the Domesday Survey in 1086 and though changed and 

rebuilt over the following centuries, the parish church 

stood on the same site until the Great Gale of 1824. 

Fleet’s War Memorial and Tablet, in memory of the men of 

the parish who fell in The Great War, as it was known then 

(1914-18) was unveiled at the new church 104 years ago this 

month – on Sunday 2nd July 1922.

The tablet, on the north side of the chancel arch, was built of 

alabaster with an outer frame of green marble and an inner 

moulded alabaster frame, inlaid with a band of mosaic. The 

names were inscribed in 1922 as follows: 

1914 – Samuel Cole, HMS Monmouth.

1915 – William Downer, Dorset Regt.;

Alfred Baron, HMS Goliath;

 Henry Wyndham Goodden, RAMC.

1916 – Joseph Bush, Dorset Regt.; 

Geoffrey Tothill, Royal Fus.; 

Hugh Crawford Cavendish, RFA.

1918 – William Read, Somerset LI.

SMUGGLING: The adventure novel Moonfleet highlights smuggling, and although many evaded capture, old 

court records reveal lists of names of people caught with contraband. Court records from Dorchester Gaol (Jail) 

from the late 1700s to the mid 1800s show records of convictions from Abbotsbury (11 convictions) to Portesham 

(5) Chickerell (8) and Portland - 100. Just two were convicted from Fleet. Fines, prison sentences and hard labour 

were punishments for those caught. And it was not just men involved. In 1826 a fifteen-year-old girl from 

Buckland Ripers – described as a labourer – was fined for smuggling. 

The old church bell was put into the new 

church tower and a memorial built to John 

Gould. 

The infamous gale swept right along the coast, washing away many of Fleet’s cottages and most of the church, 

leaving only the chancel remaining (pictured in recent times, above). 

At the time of the storm, Fleet House was in the ownership of the Gould family, after the last male Mohun, Robert, 

died, leaving his sister, who married John Gould of Upwey, to inherit. It was the Gould family that came to the 

rescue of parishioners, with Rev George Gould overseeing the building of the new church, (pictured below left), 

opened and dedicated to the Holy Trinity in 1829.

When J Meade Falkner penned his famous adventure novel Moonfleet in 1896, he set it in 1700s Fleet, with hero 

John Trenchard, a young villager, drawn into the dangerous, secretive world of smuggling when he discovers a 

passage in the (Butter Street) church that leads into the vault of the ‘Mohune’ family. The novel, dedicated ‘To All 

Mohunes of Fleet and Moonfleet’ – living or dead - also features a dramatic scene on Chesil Beach.

In 1955 a Hollywood film, Moonfleet, directed by Fritz Lang, 

starred Stewart Granger, George Sanders and Joan Greenwood. 

It is ‘set’ in Dorset but the names of characters have been 

changed – except Mohune. Names of characters from the 

Moonfleet novel, however, live on in many of the street names 

on the Chickerell Downs estate.
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NEWS EXTRA…. NEWS EXTRA……NEWS EXTRA…….NEWS EXTRA….

JULY  1994

• The Editor announced that The Rev Osmund Newnham was retiring, after nearly 32 years in Chickerell. Rev 

Newnham was made Rector of Chickerell and Vicar of Fleet on 23rd October 1962. He was also chairman of 

governors of Chickerell School for more than 25 years. (Rev Newnham only died recently, we carried his 

obituary in Contact) 

• Chickerell and Charlestown Townswomens Guild was to hold a meeting in July 1994 with a talk by PC Knott 

on ‘Womens Safety’. 

• Carol-Ann of Chickerell Community Centre Steering Committee, organisers of Chickerell Carnival, said that 

all the signs were that Carnival ’95 will be in new surroundings – in the ‘New Hall’ (Willowbed Hall).

• St Mary’s Church Fete at The Elms was to include a new attraction – an art competition for children. Entries 

were to be handed in at the library or The Elms. 

• The parish council warned dog walkers to clean up after their dogs when using the army ranges: ‘We would 

like to remind everyone that access and use of the army range for walking, picnicking and dog exercising is a 

concession that has always been willingly given to the local people by the army. It would be sad if this 

concession was lost because of the irresponsible action of some dog owners.”

• The Friends of Chickerell School announced that Sammy Shark from the Sealife Centre would open the school 

fete on 2nd July 1994.

• Contact published a ‘handy hint’ from a book dating back to 1609 – it concerned slugs: ‘Cabbage leaves heated 

until soft, either before the fire or in the oven, should be rubbed with unsalted butter or fresh dripping. Lay 

them in places infested by slugs. In a few hours the leaves will be covered with slugs which may be collected 

and destroyed.’ (probably not recommended today!?)

SEEKING NEW FRIENDS: The League of Friends for Weymouth Community Hospital is appealing for 

new members to join the committee, particularly in the role of secretary. The charity has raised money for the 

local hospitals for many years. With funds raised most recently televisions have been replaced at Westhaven; the 

children’s play area at Weymouth Community Hospital has been refurbished and a bike shed is now being built 

for staff bikes. 

Anyone with a few hours to spare and can bring new ideas and energy to the committee would be very much 

appreciated. For more information, please contact Chair Mary Fry on 07555569435.

******************************************************************************************

ALL THAT GLITTERS?: Dorset Trading Standards says beware of jewellery fraud. The last national survey 

found up a third of precious metal products supplied online were un-hallmarked and could therefore be fake: 

“Since that survey, the price of gold has risen by more than 200 per cent. That is more potential profit for 

fraudsters wanting to pass off fake precious metal.” British hallmarks date back to medieval times to protect 

standards. If a jeweller makes items of silver, gold, platinum or palladium, and wants to sell them, he must get 

then ‘assayed’ to guarantee they meet the relevant precious metal standard. The hallmark is then applied so it is 

legal to sell. There are four hallmarking offices, or assay offices, today, in London, Birmingham, Edinburgh and 

Sheffield. Hallmarking is enforced by Trading Standards. Citizens Advice consumer helpline: 0808 223 1133.

Life has been busy for the birds in the area; it has been easy to spot an adult bird hunting for worms or insects. The 

hedgerow surrounding the allotments has been home to at least one Blackbird’s nest, with an almost fledged 

Blackbird calling loudly and regularly for some food. A Whitethroat was also spotted nearby, singing happily 

from the top of a nearby tree. Most birds try to keep a low profile at this time of year, apart from the gulls, of 

course, they are vocal; especially if they nest too close to each other and compete for sources of food.

It has been lovely to see all the bumblebees busy gathering pollen from gardens & hedgerows. Bumblebees and 

honey bees make use of any pollen that is going – from dandelions to roses; anything that is flowering and they 

can access. Apart from feeding themselves, it helps pollenate our plants and keep nature and the food chain going.

Dorset-based national charity Butterfly Conservation has recently announced that Britain’s favourite butterfly, as 

voted for, is the Peacock. This month sees Butterfly Conservation’s Big Butterfly Count for the year. It runs 

from 17th July to 9th August (see butterfly-conservation.org) It would be interesting to know how many butterflies 

are seen locally – or at least in Dorset, for the count this year and if it is lower or higher than last year.





EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENTS IN JULY

WEYMOUTH PAVILION: (Box Office 01305 783225) Website: weymouthpavilion

Musicians and dancers will be taking to the stage for Rhythm of the Dance on July 9th while Let’s Dance presents 

Icons on July 11th. Other attractions include: A James Bond Concert Spectacular on July 12th and for the school 

holidays a Summer Musical Theatre Workshop daily from July 27th to August 1st and Rude Science on July 

29th.  Tribute shows include: The Bowie Experience on July 26th and Supreme Queen on July 31st. Next month 

promises to be the ultimate retro concert on August 7th with 80s Live, direct from the West End. 

Films include: Steven Spielberg’s new Sci Fi – are aliens from another planet here? - Disclosure Day (12A) is due 

at the Pavilion from July 3rd to 23rd (various times); Toy Story 5 is due to be screened at various times from 19th-

23rd July and animation Charlie the Wonderdog (PG) about a dog who returns to Earth with superpowers after 

an alien abduction - is set for July 19th.  Virginia Woolf’s Night and Day (12A) is on 13th and 15th July (various 

times). This tells the tale of an independent-minded woman who has to navigate restricted-for-women life in 

London in 1910. With Lily Allen.

Tuner (15) at the pavilion on 14th and 15th July, stars Dustin Hoffman as mentor Harry to piano tuner Niki (Leo 

Woodall), whose ears attract those interested in safe cracking.  A budding romance with pianist Ruthie adds a 

romantic element to this drama/thriller.

******************************************************************************************

KNITTED SPECTACULAR AT NOTHE FOR JULY: An 80-metre installation that promises a unique 

experience in knitting and crochet by taking visitors back to life during the Second World War comes to 

Weymouth’s Nothe Fort this July, 10am to 4pm. The Longest Yarn 2: Britain at War, depicts 80 crafted war 

scenes and scenarios from D Day to the Battle of Britain and beyond including life on the home front. It is on a 

national tour, coming to Weymouth from Peterborough. Local knitting groups and volunteers have also been busy 

crafting bunting for the route around the fort. See nothefort.org.uk for dates, as exhibition time has been extended.

*******************************************************************************************

DORSET SEAFOOD FESTIVAL along Weymouth’s harbourside - Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th of July.

*******************************************************************************************

FOR CERAMICS fans: The Dorset Ceramics Market is set to come to Dorchester’s Corn Exchange on 

Saturday July 11th from 10am to 4pm. Hosted by Dorset Clay Cooperative, it promises to showcase a range of 

contemporary ceramics and will include a finalist and a semi-finalist from TV’s Great Pottery Throwdown.

*******************************************************************************************

GREENHILL GARDENS Sunday afternoon (2-4pm) music on Weymouth’s Esplanade for July (weather 

dependent): The Decadettes, Sunday 5th; The Katz, Sunday 12th; Weymouth Concert Brass on Sunday 19th  and 

The Originals and Summer Fayre, Sunday 26th July.





CHURCHES PAGE FOR  JULY 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

Sunday Services at 9.30am, with coffee/tea and chat afterwards.  

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road. Rector: 01305 784649. Services 11am Sundays

 Rector: Rev John MacKenzie

5th    July       Rev Helen Harrell                                      12th July   Angela Gardner

19th  July       Anthony Boyden (Holy Communion)        26th July  Rev Brenda Stephenson

See more about Methodist Church groups and regular events in the Methodist Church news section each month

• Weymouth Bay Methodist Church is holding its Arts & Crafts Fair from 18th to 21st August 10am-3pm. 

THE BENEFICE OF WEYMOUTH ST PAULS WITH FLEET – Service at Fleet 2nd Sunday of the month

Holy Trinity Churches Fleet: Monthly church services will be at the Old Church in Butter Street until 

further notice. This month: Sunday 12th July at 9am, based on our usual 30-minute communion service. The 

next service will be on August 9th. Parking will be in the field opposite Butter Street.

Summer Afternoon services at the Old Church, Butter Street: There will be afternoon/evening services held at 

3pm at the old Church on 26th July and 23rd August. The services in July and August will be followed by cake 

and refreshments in the churchyard. These will be a celebration summer service (not a communion service).

Any queries please contact 01305 778080 or 07904446202 (churchwardens).

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 396D Chickerell Rd. Sunday worship 

service 10am. Games night 7pm every Wednesday. Contact volunteer missionaries 07800 614589.

5th   July      P Brown              12th July                A Boyden

19th July      P Woodland        26th July                H Harrell – Holy Communion- United Service with St Edmonds     

All services are followed by light refreshments.  All welcome!

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, STAVORDALE ROAD. Weymouth 786033  

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.  

SALVATION ARMY  Westham Rd Weymouth. Worship Sundays 10.30am Coffee mornings Thursdays 10am. 

WEYMOUTH  SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Moose Lodge, 137 Chickerell Rd. Details on Facebook

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 

Weymouth DT3 6BH. Details on Facebook: The church normally meets on a Sunday and for special events; 

open to all. Facebook page for more details of all services. Thelightspiritualistchurch

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX     On the corner of North Square & West Street.

Home to the Ducklings Pre-school.   Services Sundays, 10.30am with coffee served afterwards

5th   July     Morning Worship led by Nigel Uden                 12th July   Parish Eucharist led by Rev Canon Jo Haine

19th July     Parish Eucharist led by Rev Richard Simmons  26th July   Parish Eucharist led by Rev Dr Nigel Dilkes

St Mary’s bid farewell to Rev Dan Harland who had been our much-loved Curate for the previous three years. 

Many of us travelled to see him licensed in his new parish of Ludgershall and Tidworth on the evening of 27th 

May. May God be with him and all he does there. Also our vicar, Rev Canon Jo Haine is on the move. She is to be 

Rector of St Thomas, Salisbury. Her last service at St Mary’s will be on 12th July at 9.30am and all are welcome 

and for coffee and cake afterwards. If anyone would like to contribute to a leaving gift, please contact the 

churchwarden, Carole on 07974 365150 or caroleloveridge@stmaryschickerell.co.uk

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/
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Gardening Notes for July 2026 – by Carrie Dalby

It’s time for plants and cake! Let’s go and find ideas while enjoying gardens open to the public.  While 

cutting back and trimming our plants, note the colours, labelling if possible, to help you make changes to the 

design in autumn. Keep deadheading and weeding. Feed with a potash-rich fertiliser weekly. Harvest seeds 

and take cuttings for next year, or to share with friends. Swapping is an economical way to enhance your 

collection. Not all wildflowers are weeds and some are useful in your borders and good for native insects. 

Fill gaps with autumn flowering bulbs.

Rain is erratic; ensure that your plants have had a drink at least once a week, twice if possible. A good soak 

round the roots, morning or evening, is better than briefly sprinkling. Water is a finite resource; use it 

sensibly. For ericaceous plants, tap water should be left to stand for 24 hours. Filling empty water butts from 

the tap allows water to stand. Wildlife need to drink - keep ponds and birdbaths topped up. Do not water 

lawns, but use a higher cut. Containers may have vine weevil and the slugs are rampaging - nematodes are 

the best solution.

Plants under glass or polytunnels will need shading with fleece or whitewash. Dampen the floors to increase 

humidity. Sow vegetables regularly to lengthen the harvest season. Cover with cloches in very hot weather 

to avoid burning young plants. Fruit bushes should be covered with netting to keep out birds.

Take time to enjoy your garden!

From Chickerell’s LIFE & SOUL TRUST: Heroes Awards Nomination Form: The Heroes Awards celebrate 

the incredible individuals and groups who make a difference in our community. Please complete these details to 

nominate your Hero. Nominations must be in by Sunday 28th July. 

Please email to lifeandsoulheroawards@gmail.com or drop in at The Lugger. 

Nominee Details: State Full Name of Nominee/Group:

Category (please tick one):

☐ Young Hero Award      ☐ Lifetime Contribution Award

☐ Volunteer of the Year   ☐ Caring Heart Award

☐ Community Spirit Award               ☐ Green Champion

☐ Community Sports Hero Award  ☐ Local Business Hero Award

(Community Hero of the Year will be chosen by the judging panel from across all nominees)

Please state: Your name & contact details (email/phone) and relationship to nominee (if any). State why you 

are nominating this person/group and share any specific examples or achievements. And is there anything else 

you’d like the panel to know? You may attach photos, testimonials, or other supporting evidence if available.

Declaration. I confirm that the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: _________________________   Date: ________________

mailto:lifeandsoulheroawards@gmail.com


Affordable Maintenance Services
01305 775787           07914924738

Grass cutting, 
Pressure washing, carpet cleaning

Based in Chickerell

Established 2005 
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