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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 

785895. Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 

761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk  Please contact David if 

you wish to place an advert or renew an advert. Compiler: Caroline 

Tomlinson: Email: caroline@elephantsears.org  

Please send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. 

When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the 

appropriate month in the subject heading, or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. 

You need to add a phone number for queries.  Letters and editorial 

contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will 

not be published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors 

in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, compiler or 

publisher.  Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct 

at time of going to press. Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 15th of the 

preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to 

current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. PLEASE SEND 

ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP AND SIZED 

ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the strict condition 

that permission has been given for its use in this publication. Adverts are 

accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services 

described are both fair & accurate. Adverts will not be placed in Contact 

without prior payment.  Copies of Contact (if not delivered to your door) 

available at: Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and hairdresser next 

door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 

Codfathers. Online in colour on the Chickerell website.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE By James Bennett: Find us at 

www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including past issues.

HEALTH INFORMATION

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with 

Chickerell Surgery) Registered patients are requested to use the internet site: 

www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk for any medical query 

or appointment request. If unable to access this: Tel: 01305 782226.  

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999. For critical 

conditions: DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL Accident and Emergency 

Department, Dorchester. Urgent, less critical: WEYMOUTH URGENT 

CARE CENTRE, Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, 

seven days a week. 

CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to 

Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm). Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 

9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.

**********************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Chickerell.

DIARY DATES  - JUNE

For more see local group entries

1st: Coffee Morning, Charlestown 

Victory Hall, 10am-11.30am.

2nd: Colour & Chat, library 2-4pm.

3rd: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm. 

4th: Walkers Club meets, 9.30am, 

Peto Garden - Fleet walk.

4th: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

5th: Circus, Chickerell Primary 

Academy; 4.30pm (ticket event).

5th: Library coffee morning 10-11.30.

8th: Peto Book Club, library, 2pm.

10th: Craft Group library, 10.15-12.15

12th: Walkers Club meets, 10am in 

Dorchester for country walk.

16th: Community Lunch, Marshallsay.

16th: Colour & Chat, library 2-4.

 17th: This n’that & good old chat, 

Pavilion, Lower Way 10am-1pm.

17th: Craft & Chat, Methodist Church 

Chapel, 2pm.

20th: Walkers Club meets, for monthly 

social walk, Lugger, 9am.

20th: Life & Soul Village Café, The 

Lugger, 10am-12noon.

20th: Councillor surgery, Library, 10-

11.30am.

20th Chickerell Primary Academy 

Summer Fete, 11am-2pm.

24th: Craft Group library, 10.15-

12.15.

26th: Bingo, Charlestown Victory 

Hall, open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm.

27th : Coffee morning, Methodist 

Chapel, 10-11.30am.

29th : Walkers Club meets, 2pm, Peto 

Garden for Chickerell country walk.

(Peto Garden is next to the Chickerell 

Community Library) 

More than a 100 people filled St Mary’s Church in May for the funeral of Charlie Oldridge of Lower Way. Charlie 

was a character and historian of Chickerell and there was nothing he did not know about the village. We are proud 

to be printing an obituary to Charlie. To Karen, Darren and all the family we send our condolences.

Read Easy is asking for help. This is an important organisation that teaches adults to read; a skill so often taken for 

granted and so necessary for today’s world. 

Chickerell’s Life and Soul Trust is seeking nominations for the Local Heroes Awards. Nominations need to be 

made by 28th July.

Our condolences to Rex Purchase for the sad loss of his wife Denise, who was Secretary at All Saints School for 

many years.

Finally, as the Town Council welcomes the new Mayor, we would like to send our congratulations and thanks to 

Andrew Reid for his successful year as Mayor.                                                                                          John Dean 
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NEWS……NEWS….. 

POP UP CIRCUS AT CHICKERELL SCHOOL!  

The PTA is bringing the big top circus to the school field for one day – Friday 5th June – 

for two special performances for pupils in school time and a one-off public performance at 4.30pm. 

A limited number of tickets, for the community show, and priced  at £5 each, are at the school office 

or online via pta-events.co.uk/chickerell 

*******************************************************************************************

SCHOOL FETE: The Friends of Chickerell Primary Academy Summer Fair is all set for Saturday 20th June 

11am-2pm at Chickerell Primary Academy, with  lots of fun and games for all the family promised, along with 

raising money for the children at the school.

*******************************************************************************************

YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE AT THE VILLAGE SHOW 

Chickerell’s annual village show is all set for Saturday 8th August in the Willowbed Hall from 12.30-4pm

 - in conjunction with Picnic in the Park. Categories will include cut flowers, pot plants, fruit and vegetables, 

children’s section, cookery, handicraft, floral arrangements, photography and novice section.  Show programmes 

will be available soon and previous exhibitors will receive a programme through their letterbox in the coming 

weeks. Any questions, please contact chickerellshow@gmail.com 

*******************************************************************************************

INTERESTED IN HELPING CONTACT? Contact is reaching out to anyone local who could help us put the 

magazine together each month. If you are keen, but not sure if you can help, you might be just the person we are  

looking for. If you love to write, are a keen photographer, have a talent for graphic design – or could help organise 

the distribution of the magazine each month or even just put in an article every now again; with a local theme, of 

course - we welcome that too. We can’t offer payment but we can credit your name, so you have your name in 

print.  If  you are interested, or want to send anything in, please see inside the front page on how to contact us. 

Please email the compiler in the first instance, with ‘Contact into the Future’ in the subject heading – and 

remember our space is limited! Thank you! 

*******************************************************************************************

GREAT START FOR YOGA ON THE GREEN! From Chickerell Town Council: The council is delighted to 

see such a fantastic turnout for the return of Yoga on the Green, with sessions already proving very popular among 

residents of all ages and abilities:  “It has been wonderful to see the community coming together outdoors to enjoy 

a relaxed and positive start to the weekend.  If you haven’t yet joined in, there’s still plenty of opportunity to take 

part. This FREE activity runs every Saturday morning at 9.30am on Willowbed Field and will continue right 

through until September. Whether you’re a complete beginner or more experienced, everyone is welcome - just 

come along and enjoy the fresh air, gentle exercise, and friendly atmosphere.”

*******************************************************************************************

ECO FAIR AT WYKE: All Saint’s Church is hoping to get more people to care for the environment with its 

Saving Planet Wyke event at St Edmund’s Church in Lanehouse Rocks Road from 1pm – 5pm on Saturday 

June 6th. It is all part of the parish’s Great Big Green Week, highlighting what has been taking place to help the 

planet. The free to enter event will include stalls, refreshments, workshops and talks with Isle of Portland Orchids 

due to attend. There will also be a raffle to win an eco-friendly hamper. People are being urged to attend by either 

walking, cycling or using the X53 bus which stops outside the church. 

*******************************************************************************************

FIRE SAFETY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE: From Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue: The fire service is 

reminding people to take care when out and about in the countryside this summer and take a picnic, rather than a 

barbecue, as the warmer and breezier weather increases the risk of accidental fires. The service is also asking if 

people can always stay alert for signs of fire, take litter home and extinguish cigarette ends carefully. If fire is 

spotted, call 999 immediately. You can identify your exact location by downloading and using What3Words. 

*******************************************************************************************

COULD YOU HELP ADULTS READ? From Read Easy South Dorset: We are a group of local volunteers 

who help adults learn to read.  One to one reading sessions are offered with a trained volunteer coach. The service 

is flexible and confidential as well as being fun and is getting busier! We need reading coaches for the Weymouth 

area; a very rewarding role.  Training is given and there is lots of support. Being a coach does require a regular 

time commitment.  If you would like to help, but also like to go away, there are other roles you could assist with 

such as publicity or a leadership role within the team. For more information, please email Della on: 

sdleader@readeasy.org.uk.  If you know someone who struggles to read, do tell them about Read Easy. They can 

call Irene on 07490 757756. They will always be met with a kind warm welcome.
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NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES – more overleaf

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES  Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone 

568674 for more details). Tuesday: am: Move it or Lose it, 10am-11am. Pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB). 

Wednesday: pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly). 

Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB).  *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of 

Ballet)  contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS: Bingo: Only one date in June and that is the 26th. July’s dates are 10th and 24th. Coffee mornings are 

on 1st June and 6th July. The feedback from the free CPR and defibrillator training was very positive. Thank you 

to all who attended. Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 1st July at 6pm. If you are interested in joining the 

committee, please contact the Secretary on 07512760905 by 19th June. We meet every 6-8 weeks to discuss the 

running of the hall and ways in which we can contribute to the Charlestown community.

Booking enquiries: Contact Joe on 01305 789125. 

LIFE & SOUL WALKERS CLUB: Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday of the month at the Turks Head pub, East Street 

What a way to start the month of May, with a carvery of pork followed by apple crumble and custard. Thank you 

to all at The Turks Head. 

Welcome to all our new diners. Please contact Ann if you would like to join us. 

In June we are having lasagne and garlic bread followed by fresh fruit salad. 

For any cancellations or queries, please phone Ann 07387 223339 or Ruth 775364.  

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM THE LIFE & SOUL COMMUNITY TRUST  

With the Willowbed Hall still unavailable, The Lugger will once again host the Life & Soul café on Saturday 

20th June 2026 from 10am to midday. The trust is aware that some customers may have difficulty getting to The 

Lugger for the café and, if this affects you, then please contact the pub directly on 01305 766611 and they will 

arrange travel assistance for you on the day. For those able to make their own way there is plenty of free parking 

available in the surrounding area. The popular Life & Soul Walking Club walks, which are always scheduled to 

precede the monthly café, will start and finish at The Lugger at 9am as usual – see below!

Thursday 4th June:  Fleet walk to Abbotsbury.  Meet 9.30am at Peto Garden.  Regular walkers this year will 

have walked the complete Fleet coastal path from Abbotsbury to Fleet Bridge. This is a seven mile medium walk. 

Take a snack or get something at Abbotsbury. Catch the bus back.

Friday 12th June: Dorchester Country Walk.  Meet 10am at Lubbecke Way turning off of Kings Road 

(signposted Waste & Recycling Site). Park just before the overhead bridge; gather at the track opposite; sign Long 

Bridge Way. Four miles; easy, flat all the way walk.

Saturday 20th June: One Hour Social Walk.  Meet 9am at the Lugger. This popular walk suits most people 

including prams & mobility scooters. Dogs welcome. Good views of the Fleet ending at the Village Café.

Monday 29th June: Chickerell Country Walk. Meet 2pm at Peto Garden; up & down Barr Lane; see a forest of 

solar panels and pond including a good view of the Fleet & Portland. Medium four to five mile walk.     

From Hilary: The 100 Club winners for May were numbers 50, 52 and 5.

My apologies for putting the May Coffee Morning on the wrong date in the May ‘Contact’ (15th). It was actually 

on the 22nd.

I hope the posters round the village with the correct date, helped!

The Coffee Morning for the Flower Fund on April 17th raised £165.10 including the sale of cakes on Sunday 19th 

after the service.

The Bank Holiday Book Sale with some Bric-a-Brac  and Refreshments on Monday 4th May raised £232.90 for 

church funds.



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
 CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 07919076427



The Craft and Chat group will meet at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesdays 3rd & 17th June. Bring your own craft 

and enjoy a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new. We welcome new members to our craft groups or 

just come along for a chat. Our next Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 27th June from 10-11.30am in the 

Chapel. Coffee/tea and cake and biscuits will be served and there will be the usual raffle. All welcome. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

Hannah Bird, Cyber Crime Protect and Prevention Officer from Dorset Police Cyber Crime Unit, addressed the 

May meeting, showing everyone how to stay safe while navigating the Internet. We learned how to recognise 

Cyber threats and scams, how to create strong passwords, how to manage safe on-line banking and purchases and 

how to protect ourselves on social media. After her easy-to-understand approach, everyone felt more confident in 

their ability to minimise potential risks and navigate safely on line.

For more information about future meetings and events, please contact Jacqui on 07870 411721.

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall

MARSHALLSAY COURT: Events in the communal lounge in the flats in Marshallsay Road 

Coffee mornings every Wednesday 10-11am with raffle.

Thank you to all who support us. We know times are tough but please try to donate even one tin to us. Donations 

are at an all time low. Without your help we are unable to help those who need it.

We really need any of the following: Tins of carrots, garden peas, sweetcorn. Tea, coffee, biscuits. Custard.

Tins of meat; Chicken in white wine sauce, tinned minced beef, tinned chilli con carne. Pasta sauce & toilet rolls.

Our drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane (shed if out); Chickerell Library (when open); Chickerell Primary Academy 

(term time only); Wisebuys, Lynch Lane; Victory Hall, Charlestown; 57 Oldridge Rd;  11 Randall Close (garage if 

out). Chickerell Town Council offices at the Willowbed Hall: The council can take donations Monday to Thursday, 

between 9.30 and 12noon. 

Please telepone or message 07591851075 if you need help or if you have a donation but need us to collect.

MORE LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

WYKE REGIS GARDENING CLUB: Hopefully summer is with us! We have lots of plants for you to fill your 

gardens with colour. There are also plenty of vegetable plants. The Clubhouse in Rylands Lane is open on 

Wednesdays from 2pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Membership is £10 per year. For more 

information Email: enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or call 01305 602137.

SOUTHILL GARDENING CLUB: On June 9th at 7.30pm at Southill Community Centre local florist Mark 

Read (of P & M Read Florists) will be talking about and creating some lovely flower arrangements. Members 

and non-members are welcome and refreshments will be available.  Further information on this meeting or the 

club in general can be obtained from Nigel Smith on 01305 788939.

ANDYSMANCLUB Helping to get men talk, meets Mondays 7pm (except Bank Holidays) in the Dry Dock, St 

Thomas Street, Weymouth; at the Beehive, Portland and the Cadet Reserve Barracks, Dorchester 

info@andysmanclub.co.uk  (National Charity). 

DORSET PHOENIX FOLK DANCE meets Mondays from 7.30pm-9pm at Charlestown Victory Hall, Putton 

Lane. Ideal for gentle exercise. £3 per session. New members welcome. 

WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND LADIES PROBUS CLUB: Are you over 55 or semi-retired? Come along & 

join us at our sociable meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 11am to 1pm for an interesting talk & 

lunch afterwards if you choose. First three meetings free! Phone Diana on 01305 785313 for details and a chat. 

MARY’S PLACE COMMUNITY LUNCH – at Marshallsay Court, Tuesday 16th June. 

Please tel/message 07591851075 to book your place.

THIS AND THAT AND A GOOD OLD CHAT – Wednesday 17th June 10am-1pm, Football Pavilion, 

Lower Way.  Join us for free tea/coffee and cake/biscuits. Bring any craft but most importantly bring yourselves. 
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CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell. Telephone: 01305 760095

Opening Hours:   Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm and 4-6pm; 

                               Thursday 2-4pm;  Friday  2-4pm; Saturday 10am-12.30pm.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX

Tel: 01305 766920   Email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com

Website: ducklingspre-schoolchickerell.co.uk or visit our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 

Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

The public consultation about the proposed plans for a small extension to the library ends on 6th June.  Further 

details & a questionnaire is online via Chickerell Town Council’s website and Facebook page.  The plans are 

available to view at the library during opening hours and paper copies of the questionnaire are available for 

completion.

Events: Coffee Morning 10–11.30am Friday 5th June. Peto Book Club: Monday 8th June, 2pm. The Colour 

and Chat Group Tuesdays 2nd & 16th June 2–4pm. Craft Group (formerly Knit & Natter): Wednesdays 10th & 

24th June. 10.15-12.15. Lego: See Facebook page for more information & future dates.

Can you spare a couple of hours occasionally?  The library committee is looking for new volunteers to join the 

team at the library.  You can help as little or as often as you like.  Initially you can attend a session to see what 

happens before you commit yourself to three training sessions and you are never left to work alone.

The library has photocopying facilities available, two computers for public use and books & greeting cards 

available for a donation, plus local history books for those new to the area who would like to know more.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY - Rashley Road. 

School Office: 01305 579148 – please contact office if you are new to the area and would like to join our school

Sessions: We are taking applications for September 2026, with sessions available for three and four year olds and 

limited spaces from age two years six months. We accept Tax-free Childcare and 15/30-hour funded places.

Information:  For more information please visit our website or Facebook page, which are regularly updated.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL: The children and staff have returned to school after half-term ready for the final 

half-term of the school year.  One of our key priorities is preparing children for a smooth and positive transition 

into their next school year. Change can feel a little daunting for children and families but by helping children feel 

safe, secure, and familiar with what comes next, we know they will settle more happily into their new classes.

We are especially looking forward to welcoming our new September 2026 intake. Over the coming weeks, the 

children and their parents will be joining us for play sessions, to become familiar with the school; meet staff, and 

begin building new friendships. Our new teachers will also be meeting with parents to learn all about each child so 

we can ensure every child feels known, valued, and supported from the very start of their school journey.

For children already in school, our annual ‘Next Year Ready Week’ will provide a wonderful opportunity for 

them to spend time in their new classrooms with their new teachers before the summer break. It helps children 

become familiar with classroom routines, expectations, and learning environments ahead of September, helping to 

build excitement and confidence about the year ahead.

Our Year 6 children will also begin transition visits to their new secondary schools. We know this is a 

particularly important step, and we are committed to supporting them for this exciting new chapter.

Throughout this half term, staff will continue to provide pastoral support, discussions, and activities to help 

children feel reassured and ready for change. We are proud of the caring and nurturing way our school community 

supports children through these important milestones.

Alongside our transition work, staff are also focussing on promoting greater independence skills across the 

school. Independence is one of our key learning skills.  Children who are encouraged to think for themselves, take 

responsibility, and manage routines independently grow in confidence and resilience. Across all year groups, in an 

age-appropriate way, children will be supported to develop organising, & problem-solving skills and take 

increasing ownership of their learning. By nurturing these life skills, we aim to help children feel capable, 

confident & ready to embrace new challenges.

We are very much looking forward to a fantastic final half-term of this school year with the children!
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Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  

Office open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to noon Tel: 01305 767458. 

Website www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk 

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL  

Town Council

 full council meeting 

3rd Tuesday of every month, 

in the Willowbed Hall at 

7.15pm.

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 

Way:  Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING: 

Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 

Council which covers this area is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 

streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 

have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 

DOG WARDEN: Contact by email:  envhealth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.

FLOODING: For sandbags, please call 01305 251010 and ask for 

emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 

report all incidents to the police 

either online : The website is 

dorset.police.uk - see the 

Contact section (where you can 

report crime online) or by 

calling 101, the non-emergency 

number available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 

progress or life in danger call 

999. 

CCTV is around the 

Willowbed field & is 

constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600. 

Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 

on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  follow links to 

planning section and search for Chickerell to view applications.

The Town Council has responsibilities for Chickerell’s open spaces, eg., Willowbed field, Claypits (off Glennie 

Way) and the land off Meadow Close. It is also responsible for the hiring out of the Willowbed Hall and Sports 

Pavilion (Lower Way); has responsibilities for the local cemetery (St Mary’s), bus shelters, the play area on the 

Willowbed field and allotments. Please contact the council if there are any issues with these areas. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS received by Dorset Council   

TOWN COUNCILLOR SURGERY: 11am to 12noon on Saturday 20th June 

at Chickerell Library with Coun Andrew Reid. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

Town Councillor Vacancies

Chickerell Town Council will shortly be inviting applications to fill two vacancies for Town Councillors by co-

option - one representing Chickerell Village Ward and the other for Charlestown & Littlesea Ward. While the full 

details and application materials are still being finalised, we expect the opportunity to come forward within the 

next couple of weeks, with the co-option process scheduled to take place in July.

Serving as a Town Councillor is a rewarding way to become more involved in your local community and to help 

shape the future of Chickerell. If you are passionate about making a difference and contributing to local decision-

making, we encourage you to keep an eye on the Town Council’s website, social media channels, and noticeboards 

for further information on how to apply.

Library Extension

Time is running out for residents to comment on the proposed extension to Chickerell Library. The consultation is 

open until 6th June and we encourage as many people as possible to take part. Your feedback is important in 

helping shape this valued community facility. (For more see library page this month or see town council website)

P/FUL/2026/01804: The Fat Badger, Pebblebank Caravan Park, 60 Camp Road: Change of use to form outside 

eating area with fence and access gate.

http://www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk/
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IN TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE OLDRIDGE –  MEMORIES FROM THE PAST

There is no doubt Charlie Oldridge will be a man much missed in Chickerell. There are few people that did not 

know him or at the very least, saw him in his garden regularly chatting to passers-by. To Contact he was a great 

friend, always willing to lend us his incredible collection of historic photographs and chat to us about life in 

Chickerell in the past. He had so many amazing stories to tell; many his own, but he had also got people important 

in the village to write down their own memories, creating quite an archive. These words really took us all, young 

and old, back to times past.

Last year we spoke to him about his memories of the school, as part of the school’s 150th birthday 

commemorations. As a special tribute to him, we reprint just some of these wonderful memories:

CHICKERELL SCHOOL AND THE OLDRIDGE FAMILY

Charlie’s family had a long history with Chickerell School, right back to before it opened on 4th October 1875.

Charlie’s great uncle was a carpenter who helped to build the school. One morning when he came into work, he 

noticed someone had been sleeping on the wood shavings. Then he found his tools missing. Police found the man, 

who took the tools, in a Weymouth pub; he had some of the carpenter’s tools in his possession and the remaining 

tools, it was discovered, had been purchased by a Weymouth shipwright for two shillings and sixpence. 

Charlie’s grandmother, Eliza Jane Anne and her brother Charles went to the school on the day it opened. Their 

parents had to pay sixpence in fees (just over 2p in today’s money, but remember, wages then were low compared 

to today) for both children because he was a tradesman, a cordwainer (boot maker). 

Instruction at the school cost tradesmen four pence for one child, six pence for two and eight pence for three 

children (from the same family). Children of labourers had to pay two pence for one, three pence for two children 

and four pence for three children (from the same family). 

In 1909 Charlie’s father started school at Chickerell.  In 1934 Charlie’s sister started school. Charlie started at the 

school in 1940.

Here is also what he told us about the brief, but somewhat hazardous, time Charlie and his family did not live in 

Chickerell, during the Second World War:

A  NEW HOME FOR THE FAMILY 

Charlie’s father was working in a bakery in Abbotsbury Road, so had to get up at 4am in the morning to go to 

work there. This was after he had been out very late the night before, working as a special constable. As he was 

getting very little sleep and nights were being interrupted by air raid warnings, the family moved down to Lynch 

Road to be nearer to the bakery. Charlie had to transfer from Chickerell School to Cromwell Road School.

THE BOMB

But before the family could really settle in, their new home was caught badly by a bomb blast during an air raid 

when there had been no warning siren. Charlie remembers the front door being blasted out through to the back and 

all the ceilings coming down. One of the ceilings came down on his sister, causing Charlie’s sister to drop into 

such a dead faint they thought she had died. They all narrowly missed being caught by lethal shrapnel, too, from 

the cast iron guttering which had been splintered to pieces by tracers showering down onto it from the anti-aircraft 

guns stationed nearby. Charlie was just six years old at this time.

SANCTUARY FOUND

The family then moved to the peace and quiet of Langton Herring, where Charlie’s mother had been born, for 

another short time, before returning to Chickerell and Chickerell School.  They had been away from Chickerell for 

less than a year in total. 

OBITUARY: Charlie Oldridge: It is with a heavy heart and sadness that we share the death of a man loved by 

many, Charles Oldridge.  Charlie unfortunately passed away peacefully at home on 20th of April 2026 with his 

grandchildren by his side.  He was a wonderful friend, father, grandfather and great grandfather, and a delight to 

all those who knew him. Charlie worked hard, starting his career life within postal services then onto estimating 

for a removal company resulting in his many friendships with people outside of Chickerell village.  He was a 

bright spirit until the very end, cracking jokes, telling stories and making conversation on the street with everyone 

who passed by. He lived his long life to the fullest, surviving the Second World War, marrying his childhood 

sweetheart, travelling the world and becoming a symbol of the Chickerell community. He has not only made a 

great contribution to his family but also to Chickerell itself, where he was born and raised, helping out the Contact 

with his extensive knowledge and experiences in the village and providing years of interest with photographs and 

information, alongside attending events at the local library, Willowbed Hall and the Methodist church. His funeral 

was held on the 13th of May, followed by the wake at the Turks Head (a favourite of Charlie’s). He will be forever 

missed by all who know him and his memory will forever live on with his family in Chickerell village.   -   Darren

• £160.00 was raised for Weldmar Hospicecare from funeral donations in memory of Charlie.





NEWS EXTRA…. NEWS EXTRA……NEWS EXTRA…….NEWS EXTRA….

NEW POWERS FOR POLICE: From Dorset Police: The service says a new act, the Crime and Policing Act, 

has given new powers for police with more than 70 measures that include powers to crack down on antisocial 

behaviour and retail crime. New Respect Orders mean police can ban repeat offenders from town centres and other 

locations. There is also new legislation on the sale of knives and a new offence for assaulting a retail worker with a 

possible sentence of six months in prison.

*******************************************************************************************

NEW POLICE CHARTER RECOGNISES GAMBLING ADDICTION: From Dorset’s Police and Crime 

Commissioner, David Sidwick: A new charter, signed by Dorset Police in partnership with ARA – Recovery for 

All, has now recognised gambling as a significant harm, alongside alcohol and drug addiction. Mr Sidwick says 

gambling can have a harmful impact and lead to a range of other behaviours if not recognised and addressed. 

“While  many people gamble without issue, for others it can result in serious consequences including financial 

hardship, poor mental health, relationship breakdown and, in some cases, criminal behaviour.” Apart from 

recognising the harm gambling can cause, the aim of the charter is to raise awareness and make sure support is 

available for those affected. It also aims to help police officers and staff identify when gambling may be a 

contributory factor to incidents.

On one of the rarer sunny moments this past month I was walking down the cutting through from the Fairfield 

estate to Putton Lane when I saw what I thought was a small furry blob on a dandelion flower. I took a quick 

picture of it when it settled on the path beside me in the sun, being careful not to disturb it with my shadow.  

Zooming in on the photo afterwards I was astonished to see a bee fly in amazing detail. Isn’t it great what the 

phone in your pocket can do! Yes, the little brown furry blob was a bee fly. I could see its wings, with dark ‘bat 

wing’ shaped markings and a long, black probiscus with a long, sticky, tongue on view covered with dandelion 

pollen. The bee fly was no larger than a piece of gravel on the path. 

Another treat was seeing two deer looking at me when I looked over the field at the Green Lane end of Putton 

Lane one day. They soon disappeared when I made a move to reach for my phone. Speaking to two walkers a 

minute later, they said they had seen four deer earlier. 

When the sun has come out it has been good to see some butterflies, particularly Holly Blues in the hedgerow 

leading down to the allotments (a picture of part of this hedgerow is on the front cover this month) plus a Red 

Admiral and an Orange Tip scooting along the hedgerow by the water gardens on Putton Lane. 

It is always a delight to see the Goldfinches singing happily on a perch up high along with Blackbirds (some with 

beaks full of worms) Robins and Starlings, all busy with young at this time of year. Gulls are also nesting high up 

on the roofs. 

House Martins and Swallows have only been seen briefly; some will be passing through, others deciding where to 

nest. Hopefully we may see some Swifts in the summer this year. 

JUNE  1994

• The editor said that as a parish councillor, he had to study the balance sheet for the past year of the council. 

The outgoings were approximately £21,000, of this £3,000 was spent on bus passes for the elderly, £4,250 was 

given in donations (£2,000 of which was to the Youth Centre). £1,300 went towards the play area and over 

£2,000 was spent on the cemetery. A further £2,000 was spent on bulk refuse skips during the year.

• Due to a ‘marvellous response’ a Rainbow Guide Unit was due to open in September. Any girls under the age 

of five who would like to go on the waiting list were also welcome.

• Victory Hall in Charlestown was planning a Dog Show in June 1994 with 14 different classes including Most 

Handsome, Prettiest, Veteran and Best Rescued.

• The recycling officer at West Dorset District Council announced there would be recycling facilities set up for 

glass, cans and paper and the Swiss Cottage (now back to its original name, the Marquis of Granby) and the 

Turks Head. The recycling banks were due to be in place by the end of June 1994.

• Chickerell Utd FC staved off relegation and finished a ‘respectable’ fifth from bottom of the league in 1994. 

Over the season, they had scored a total of 65 goals in all matches played, with Alan Hutt top scorer with 17 

goals followed by Nathan Coles with 15.



Expires 30th June 2026 



EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENTS IN JUNE

WEYMOUTH PAVILION: (Box Office 01305 783225) Website: weymouthpavilion

The big attraction this month is Jules Holland and His Rhythm & Blues Orchestra on June 25th. Other 

attractions include Psychic Medium Stuart Michael on June 11th and 50s and 60s show Lipstick on Your Collar on 

June 12th. There is dance and musical theatre on June 20th with the Ignite show and Razzamataz Theatre Schools 

presents Razz Through the Decades from Broadway classics to the 1990s and beyond - on June 27th and 28th. 

Tributes include: The George Michael Legacy on June 13th and The ELO Experience on June 18th.

Films include: The big blockbuster of the month is the latest Star Wars  – The Mandolorian and Grogu – which 

is due to be screened at The Pavilion from June 5th to 17th (see website or pop into Pavilion for timings). 

******************************************************************************************

GREENHILL GARDENS JUNE LINE-UP: The Friends of Weymouth’s seaside gardens are due to continue 

with their summer Sundays of live music in June with Monkey Jump on June 7th; Weymouth Ukuleleans on June 

14th; The Omega Project (in aid of The Lantern Trust) on June 21st and The Jukebox 4 on June 28th. The events 

run from 2-4pm each Sunday on The Esplanade gardens (weather dependent).

*******************************************************************************************

CELEBRATING A ROYAL GEORGIAN BIRTHDAY: Weymouth is hosting free Georgian themed events 

over the June 6th and 7th weekend to commemorate the birthday of King George III, who put Weymouth on the 

map as a seaside resort. People are being urged to dress up in period costumes and join in the celebrations which 

include The King’s Birthday Tea Party in the town centre on the Saturday and The King’s Dip, to mark when 

George III stepped into the sea, from 11am to 4pm on the Sunday on the seafront. It has all been supported by We 

Are Weymouth  and Weymouth Town Council.

*******************************************************************************************

NEW HARBOUR NIGHTS MARKET on three Fridays in June, July and August in Weymouth: Inspired 

by Dorchester’s monthly daytime artisan markets, Weymouth harbourside is set to be the venue for an evening 

version launching this month with stalls, crafts and food producers promised along with some music and 

entertainment. It is set to stretch from the Pavilion down along Custom House Quay. The dates are advertised as 

from 3pm-8pm on June 19th, July 17th and August 14th. For more details see dorsetartisanmarkets.com 

*******************************************************************************************

WEYMOUTH’S POPULAR ARMED FORCES WEEKEND returns from June 19th to 22nd, with an armour 

and embarkation display due at the Jubilee Clock from 7-9pm on Friday 19th; Military vehicle displays and 

entertainment on Weymouth seafront from 10am to 1pm on the Saturday.  On Sunday the service and parade on 

the Esplanade is from 11am, with displays and performances in front of the Pavilion and on the beach from 11.30-

4pm. There will be a flag raising ceremony at the New Town Hall at 10.30am on the Monday.





CHURCHES PAGE FOR  JUNE 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

Sunday Services at 9.30am, with coffee/tea and chat afterwards.  

There will be no midweek communion service this month, due to the departure of our vicar, Rev Canon Jo Haine 

and our Curate, Rev Dan Harland. Our June services are as follows: 

7th : Trinity 1 Morning Worship - Jacqui Meadows     14th :  Trinity 2  Parish Eucharist -   Rev Canon Jo Haine

21st Trinity 3 Parish Eucharist - Rev Margaret Baker  28th:   Trinity 4 Parish Eucharist -    Rev Richard Simmons

Changes at St Mary’s: Rev Dan Harland has completed his Curacy training at St Mary’s and is now moving on 

to take the cure of souls in his own Parish. He is due to be licensed as Rector of Ludgershall and Tidworth on 27th 

May. Rev Jo Haine has also accepted the post of Rector of St Thomas and St Edmunds in Salisbury. Her last 

service at St Mary’s will be Sunday 12th July. We wish them both well as they move on and pray for them in their 

new Ministries.  Services will continue at St Mary’s in their absence on Sundays, led by retired clergy and our own 

Lay Worship Leaders.

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road. Rector: 01305 784649. Services 11am Sundays

 Rector: Rev John MacKenzie

7th June      Pam Woodland                                         14th June Circuit Service at Weymouth Bay Methodist Church

21st June    Rev J Turner-Smith (Holy Communion)  28th June  At Lanehouse Methodist Church

See more about Methodist Church groups and regular events in the Methodist Church news section each month

• Weymouth Bay Methodist Church is holding its Arts & Crafts Fair from 18th to 21st August 10am-3pm. 

THE BENEFICE OF WEYMOUTH ST PAULS WITH FLEET – Service at Fleet 2nd Sunday of the month

Holy Trinity Churches Fleet: The monthly service will be at 9am on Sunday 14th June  (based on our usual 30-

minute communion service) in the New Church, taken by Fr Gregory. 

Any queries please contact 01305 778080 (churchwarden).

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 396D Chickerell Rd. Sunday worship 

service 10am. Games night 7pm every Wednesday. Contact volunteer missionaries 07800 614589.

7th June    D de Gruchy    14th June          Service at Weymouth Bay Methodist Church

21st June    A Gardner        28th June          Rev Lownsbrough. Holy Communion & United Service with Chickerell

 

All services are followed by light refreshments.  All welcome!

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, STAVORDALE ROAD. Weymouth 786033  

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.  

SALVATION ARMY  Westham Rd Weymouth. Worship Sundays 10.30am Coffee mornings Thursdays 10am. 

WEYMOUTH  SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Moose Lodge, 137 Chickerell Rd. Details on Facebook

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 

Weymouth DT3 6BH. Details on Facebook: The church normally meets on a Sunday and for special events; 

open to all. Facebook page for more details of all services. Thelightspiritualistchurch

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX     On the corner of North Square & West Street.

Home to the Ducklings Pre-school.   Services Sundays, 10.30am with coffee served afterwards

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/


Email: shop@weypaintandtile.co.uk

NEWS EXTRA….NEWS EXTRA……NEWS EXTRA…..NEWS EXTRA…

REPAIR CAFÉ WEYMOUTH: Weymouth’s Repair Café is at Southill Community Centre on Radipole Lane on 

the second Saturday of every month from 10am until 12.30pm.

The café is staffed by expert volunteers who will help repair broken household items from toasters to clocks; 

electronics such as gadgets and games; sewing machines and mechanical items. Volunteers can also help glue items, 

do sewing repairs and sharpen tools. 

The June date is Saturday 13th - the last before the annual summer break. 

All repairs can be completed for a donation, and visitors are invited to watch and learn during the repair. 

Refreshments are normally available.



GARDENING NOTES FOR JUNE by Carrie Dalby

Is Summer Here?

Late frosts have delayed planting out and many plants are slow to get going, waiting for the soil to warm. 

This has altered our normal timings, but nature will catch up. Repeat crops sown now will enable a 

succession of harvests.  Feeding should be increased to once a week for all plants. Bulbs need feeding after 

flowering before the leaves die down - this enriches the bulbs for next year’s blooms. Water when required, 

preferably with rainwater or grey water.

New shoots are beginning to emerge on shrubs and herbaceous perennials and softwood cuttings should be 

taken now. Deadhead regularly, or do a Chelsea Chop - cut back stems of herbaceous perennials before 

flowering to promote more side shoots and more flowers. Sow winter flowering bedding now: Spring 

flowering seedheads are ready for harvesting and some should be sown straight away or frozen.

No-mow May has given lawns lush growth and flowers. Only mow where access is required and let the 

flowers feed the pollinators. Raise the blades and cut long to start with, gradually lowering as greening 

returns. Check carefully for nests, before trimming hedges and shrubs - it is illegal to disturb a nest.

Insect pests are here! Containers have vine weevil and the slugs are rampaging - nematodes are the best 

solution. Aphids feed predators and birds; pick them off where possible. Spray with hand soap solution (not 

detergent which damages the plants).

Greenhouses and tunnels get hot in the sun, so add shading, keep them humid and ventilate well.

From Chickerell’s Life LIFE & SOUL TRUST: Heroes Awards Nomination Form as outlined in last 

month’s Contact: The Heroes Awards celebrate the incredible individuals and groups who make a difference in 

our community. Please complete these details to nominate your Hero. Nominations must be in by Sunday 28th 

July. Please email to lifeandsoulheroawards@gmail.com or drop them in at The Lugger or the monthly Life & 

Soul café on 20th June. Nominee Details: State Full Name of Nominee/Group:

Category (please tick one):

☐ Young Hero Award      ☐ Lifetime Contribution Award

☐ Volunteer of the Year   ☐ Caring Heart Award

☐ Community Spirit Award               ☐ Green Champion

☐ Community Sports Hero Award  ☐ Local Business Hero Award

(Community Hero of the Year will be chosen by the judging panel from across all nominees)

Please state Your Name & contact details (email/phone) and relationship to nominee (if any). State why you 

are nominating this person/group and share any specific examples or achievements. And is there anything else 

you’d like the panel to know? You may attach photos, testimonials, or other supporting evidence if available.

Declaration. I confirm that the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: _________________________   Date: ________________

mailto:lifeandsoulheroawards@gmail.com
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