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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert. Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson: (01305)
773502. email: caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the
compiler. When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject
heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial
contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published. Note: the views
and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, compiler or
publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.

Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. 
Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. 

Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get Contact completed and to the printers on time. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication.
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair &
accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.

You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and
hairdresser next door; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; Alf’s Fish & Chips.
You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell website every month (details below).

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine
including past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226
Website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk. When Doctors surgery is closed (evenings,
weekends and Bank Holidays) and you need medical advice, dial 111.
Covid NHS guidance online: www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL: Accident and Emergency
Department at Dorset County Hospital, Dorchester: For serious, critical conditions. Urgent, less critical:
WEYMOUTH URGENT CARE CENTRE at Weymouth Community Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, seven days a
week. CHEMISTS: Chickerell Pharmacy 779054: Open 8.30-5.30pm Monday to Friday (closed lunch 1-2pm).
Wessex Pharmacy (Lanehouse) 783287: Open 9-5.30pm Mon to Fri (closed lunch 1-2.15pm) Sat: 9-1pm.
*******************************************************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Weymouth

I took on the job of editor in 1982 when Contact was just six years old. Little did we realise that this newssheet
would still be going in 2023. Thank you to my ever-faithful team, including our very valued volunteers, that
distribute and deliver Contact to your house each month. We must also thank all our advertisers for their support
and, not forget Carrie Dalby for her gardening notes and Steve Hallam for his cartoons.
One of our readers asked if I knew anyone who would like to take on her garden to grow their own produce. If
you can help, please contact me, John Dean (contact details in box below).
‘Helping to stay warm’ is open at the Sports Pavilion Mondays and Wednesdays, organised by the Spirit of
Chickerell on Mondays and the food bank on Wednesdays. Well done to their good work.
Congratulations to the Chickerell Library for 10 years of service to the community. There were people at the old
Dorset County Council that said it would not last, but thanks to a band of enthusiastic volunteers, the council
was proved very wrong! Well done to our county councillors for their help in getting a bus to link Lanehouse
with Wyke Regis and Weymouth.
I remember in my youth going to Chesil Beach with the old fishermen. One of them was Fred Farn (Farnie) who
we are featuring in an article this month. Also in another article this month looking back to 1991, I wonder what
became of The Jackson Trophy at the Victory Hall. Does anyone know?
A reader would like to thank the kind person who found and posted her letter, which she had dropped on the
way to the post box. Finally, we have received some complaints about dog fouling – please pick up after your
dog - and the speed of traffic in Putton Lane and Glennie Way. John Dean

We are celebrating 47 years of Contact!



CONCERN OVER HOMES & ROAD PLAN: People locally have expressed concern about the environmental
impact of plans for 393 dwellings on the fields at the end of Lower Putton Lane. The outline plans appear to differ
from those shown at the public open day in 2015 with open spaces reduced and the access shown as a major route.
The access road will cut through from Chickerell Link Road to the top of School Hill. The outline, with Dorset
Council, states a primary school, public open space, skate park and changing facilities are part of the plan along
with the diversion of three public rights of way. Comments must be made to the council by 10th February.
To view the plans online: planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk Planning reference number: WD/D/20/002569.
*******************************************************************************************
QUIZ SUCCESS. From Sue Adams: “Thank you to everyone who took part in the recent food quiz. Special
thanks to Nigel Smith who compiled the quiz. We raised £52 towards (St Mary’s) church funds. The winner was
Norman Hawker who received a small prize.”
*******************************************************************************************
THANK YOU FROM THE ANIMALS: From Rosie: “To all friends and residents of Chickerell and
Charlestown. A very, very big thank you to all who gave food treats etc., for Margaret Green Animal Rescue.
Also, to people who left donations and I didn’t see you to thank you, along with all those who gave donations to
buy food etc.; It was so very much appreciated. Thank you all so very much. Jess the dog and I would like to wish
you all the very best for 2023.”
*******************************************************************************************
DIGITAL CHAMPIONS HERE TO HELP: Anyone who is struggling with a new Smartphone or laptop is
being urged to call on Dorset’s volunteer digital champions for help. The volunteers, organised by Dorset Council,
provide face to face support at community centres across the county or over the phone support between 10am and
12noon every weekday on the Dorset Digital Hotline on 01305 221048. The hotline can also provide more
information about where to find and book face to face digital advice sessions.
*******************************************************************************************
LAUGHING GAS DANGERS: From Dorset’s Police and Crime Commissioner: David Sidwick wants to
raise awareness of the dangers of Nitrous Oxide (laughing gas) which he says is increasingly being used as a
recreational drug and seen as ‘harmless fun’ among some young people. He says the increasing trend has also been
shown by the number of canisters and balloons that contained the gas littering parks and gardens. He warns users
face long-term health problems such as vitamin deficiency, nerve damage and paralysis.
*******************************************************************************************
BARGAIN ALERT: Dorset Trading Standards is urging people to buy safe when looking for bargains online
after a survey found many did not understand what to look out for to avoid products which could be counterfeit
and unsafe. Consumers are urged to shop at reputable retailers, not trust online reviews and ensure products have
been tested and marked to comply with safety standards, particularly toys. Anyone who finds an unsafe product is
urged to report it to Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice helpline on 0808 2231133.
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS……NEWS…..NEWS…..NEWS….NEWS….NEWS….

HELPING YOU STAY WARM THIS WINTER - Warm Hubs open to all residents
MONDAYS: The Sports Pavilion on the football ground in Lower Way. Mondays between 11am and 2pm,
serving free tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and bowls of homemade soup & a roll. Open to all residents who would
like to meet others in a cosy environment. (Sponsored by Spirit of Chickerell & Chickerell Town Council)
WEDNESDAYS: At the Sports Pavilion, Lower Way. Wednesdays from 11.30am to 3.45pm. Free tea/coffee,
cake/biscuits. Come for a warm, a chat or to read. Bring knitting, stitching, colouring, or any craft to do while
chatting, or to share your skill with others. All welcome, all ages. Organised by Mary’s Place (Chickerell
Foodbank). Please also see Marshallsay Court news (over the page)

THE ANNUAL Spirit of Chickerell Community
Christmas Lunch is always a popular local event
enjoyed by those who attend.
There was a change to the venue and format, held
in December, with the festive menu, which offered
a nut roast alternative to turkey if preferred,
provided and hosted by Liam and his team at The
Lugger in West Street.
Photo supplied





NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday monthly at the Turks Head pub 

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Evening: Dorset Phoenix Folk Dancing (telephone
568674 for more details). Tuesday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB) Wednesday: am: Cygnets & Swans Ballet*
(WSB); pm – WHIST. Thursday: pm - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: Evening - BINGO (fortnightly) Saturday:
am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB). *additional dance sessions available with WSB (Weymouth School of Ballet)
contact: Lisa 07703463974.

NEWS FROM MARION: “Bingo dates; 10th and 24th February. Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm. All
welcome. Whist started again on 11th January and continues Wednesdays from 2pm. New players always
assured of a warm welcome even if you haven’t played before. We are also hoping to hold an event to celebrate
the Coronation of King Charles III; please watch out for news in Contact and on our Facebook page.
There has been a marked improvement in dog fouling incidents which is encouraging. However, CCTV cameras
are still under consideration if this situation should change. It just remains for me, on behalf of the committee, to
wish you all a very Happy and Healthy 2023. As always enquiries regarding the Hall can be made to our
Chairman, Joe Castleman on 01305 789125 or me, as Secretary, Marion Hardcastle, on 01305 761744.”

Thank you to all our members for a successful Christmas party; but most of all a very big thank you to all the staff
at the Turks Head pub who were excellent. Also, we must thank them for our January meal of beef casserole and
dumplings. We really are spoiled. In February we are having carvery of gammon ham followed by steamed
pudding and custard. If you wish to join us, please contact Ann. Wishing you all a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
2023. For any queries or cancellations, please phone Ann 783002 or Ruth 785364.

SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL runs Village Cafés in Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane & other events 

The next Village Café and Table Top Sale is on Saturday 18th February from 10am to 12.30pm at the
Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane. We will be serving homemade cakes and hot bacon butties, tea and coffee. Plus a
range of stalls including handcrafted items. To book a stall for just £4 contact Pam on 01305 835805.

CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB – Group walks organised each month for those who like walking 

Still on firm ground, we invite new walkers to join us. Anyone who would like to walk with our friendly group –
just turn up on time!
Brunch Walk: Friday 10th February. Meet 9.30am at Wellworthy Social Club, Wyke Regis. Easy three mile
walk along the Rodwell Trail, to the Nothe, call into the RLNI shop, break for brunch in Hope Square and back on
the Rodwell Trail. Good View Walk: Tuesday 21st February. Meet 10am at the entrance to Littlemoor
shopping car park. Walk up to Ridgeway, then to Bincombe village and back to start.
To arrange a lift please ring Brian 770678.

We haven’t had any fundraising events since Christmas, but our 100 Club starts again in March. If you have
participated this year, we will deliver a form to you. If you would like to join in, please ask for a form by ringing
Hilary and John on 01305 772817. There have been four prizes each month this past year of £15, £10 and 2 x £5.
We have had a new boiler installed recently to provide our heating and hot water in church and are very grateful
for the donations received for this major expense. We were able to donate £212 to The Children’s Society from
the collection at our Christingle Service, carol singing at Moonfleet Manor on Christmas Eve, the Society’s
collection boxes and some separate donations. Thank you to everyone who contributed.
We are still very grateful to the team of clergy from Emmanuel Church for taking all our services, including all the
Christmas ones. See Marshallsay Court news below for two events raising funds for St Mary’s this month.

MARSHALLSAY COURT: Events in the communal lounge in the flats in Marshallsay Road.  Warm 
Space: Every Tues 2-4pm with afternoon tea (no charge) Coffee mornings every Weds 10-11am with raffle.  

Special events this month: Soup and Roll lunch 11.30am to 1.30pm Saturday 4th February (also 4th March) £3
for soup and roll, 50p for cup of tea. In aid of St Mary’s Building Fund. Tuesday 21st February 11am to 1.3pm:
Pancake Day. Pancake & tea £2.50 extra pancakes £1. February events in aid of St Mary’s Building Fund.





MORE FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Chickerell Moonfleet WI held a successful AGM in January with the present team re-elected. Four national WI
resolutions were also discussed and voted on. The results will be compiled from WIs across the country and the
resulting resolution adopted by the WI to pursue with the Government. For information about future meetings and
events please contact Shelley on 07962 139441 or Sheila on 07809 680593.

CHICKERELL MOONFLEET WI: Meets 7pm on second Monday of each month at Willowbed Hall

SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: Holds weekly Scottish Country Dancing classes including
Ceilidh dance practice at the Willowbed Hall, Chickerell on Monday afternoons, 3.45-5.45pm. Beginners
welcome. £3 per head. Includes tea/coffee. You do not need a partner. The society also holds St Andrews Day
Celebrations, Burns Night, Ceilidhs and other events. For further details contact: Frank 01305 835075.

WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Potatoes are in; £1.80 per kilo. A wide range to choose from
plus vegetable and flower seeds for sowing now. Talk by Joe Kaplonek, ARPS, on Wildlife of Dorset - A
photographic journey, Wednesday 8th February, 7pm in the Club House, Rylands Lane. Soup & roll, plus
dessert to follow. Tickets £10. Propagation workshops every Sat from 2pm.
For information, contact: enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or 01305 759668 (leave a message).

Thank you all for your continuing support. We provided food for nearly 200 meals weekly over Christmas
including some lovely Christmas treats. We are at the Football Pavilion, Lower Way, every Wednesday 11.30-
3.45 should you need anything; please come along; we guarantee you a warm welcome.
Currently we are in need of the following: Cereal, long life milk. Tins of: Sweetcorn, peas, carrots, tomatoes; tuna,
hot dogs, meatballs. Also, biscuits and puddings.
Drop off points are: 56 Lilly Lane, 11 Randall Close and: Chickerell Primary, Victory Hall, Charlestown and
Chickerell Library during opening hours. Our contact details are: 07872861523 Email: placemarys4@gmail.com

Jacqui and the team 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL METHODISTS: CHURCH  & HALL corner of North Square and West St 

MORE LOCAL GROUPS

RADIPOLE & SOUTHILL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Meets at Southill Community Centre on
Tuesday 14th February, 7.30pm. Simon Goldsack on the history of Holme Gardens; landscaped gardens at West
Holme, near Wareham. Simon is a garden designer with more than 30 years experience. Come and hear what has
been achieved to date and future plans. Open to members and non-members. Further information: 01305 788939.

FRIENDS OF WEYMOUTH LIBRARY: Talk on Saturday 4th February by Kevin Patience: The True Story
of the African Queen, beginning at 10.30am in Weymouth Library. Tickets from the library priced at £3 for non-
members and £2 for members. Refreshments provided. All welcome.

HIGHCLERE COURT No 1 meets in Weymouth formally four times a year; offers regular social activities and
carries out local charitable fundraising. New members welcome: Contact 782546 or 771970. The group has just
donated a £1,000 cheque to the Weymouth Macular Support Group to help local people with the degenerative eye
condition go on outings. The Macular Support Group meets at Weymouth Angling Club in Commercial Road on
the second Thursday of each month from 2-4pm.

Craft and Chat meets at 2pm in the Chapel on Wednesdays 1st & 15th February. Bring your own craft and enjoy
a chat with friends or perhaps learn something new!
Crafty Sew & Sews meets at 7pm in the hall on Fridays 10th & 24th February. New members welcome to both
craft groups or just come along for a chat.
Coffee morning: Saturday 25th February from 10am to 11.30am in the hall. Coffee/tea, cakes and raffle. All
welcome.

HARDY QUILTERS; quilting and sewing, talks and workshop group. All abilities welcome; Osmington Village
Hall, Shortlake Lane, Osmington, fourth Friday of the month from 9.30–12.30 am. More info: 07818203771.



£12.00



CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell

Opening Hours Tuesday 10am-12.30pm;  Weds 10am-12.30pm; Thursday 2-4pm;   Friday  2-4pm; 
Saturday  10am-12.30noon.

CHICKERELL PRE-SCHOOLS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX
Tel: 01305 766920   email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy) Tel: 01305 773103. 
Contact Jenny Lamming, pre-school manager. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

DUCKLINGS SESSIONS: Full days available: Monday to Friday 8.45am-2.45pm. Mornings available: Monday
to Friday 8.45am-11.45am or 12.45pm. If you are interested in any sessions from September 2023, please contact
us now for an application form. Tax free, 15hr and 30hr free childcare accepted.
INFORMATION: We are encouraging the children to try a variety of different foods, which they can do daily by
being independent and choosing from a range of items from our ‘café style’ area. We promote healthy lunch
boxes, full of fresh food which will give the children energy to play, concentrate and learn all day. Healthy
lunch box ideas can be found on the nhs.uk website under lunchbox ideas and recipes for healthier families.
Ducklings will be marking the Chinese New Year, 2023, the Year of the Rabbit; Children’s Mental Health Week;
Safer Internet Day, Valentine’s Day and Pancake Day. If anyone has any Chinese items that they would like to
donate to our ‘home corner’ then please let us know.
Photos & a short video clip of the setting: Ducklings Facebook page or call/email Michelle or Sharon.

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY Rashley Road.    School office: 01305 783876

We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year! We have had a super start to the new term. The children
have settled back into school happily and healthily; we seem to be over the nasty viruses that were around before
Christmas and our attendance levels are looking good.
Once a month our governors make a special visit to school to observe the children as they are learning, talk to
them and look at their work. They check health, safety and safeguarding measures and attend a Senior Leadership
meeting along with any events taking place in school. Governors play an important role in the running of
school and we work very closely with them to ensure our children receive the best possible education, experiences
and support. They always report back that children are enjoying lessons, are engaged in their learning and
comment on their wonderful manners.
Over the next term, we are looking forward to watching our children take part in a range of competitive sports.
Recently, a group of our children were very successful at a local cross-country running event; we are very
proud of their sporting success and their exemplary behaviour throughout.
This term, Miss Harris has invited parents and carers to come into school to help support our children with
their learning. We are looking forward to welcoming any volunteers, and we know that our children will really
benefit from this additional support.
The children, staff and governors hope that you are all keeping safe, well and warm.
Are you new to the area and do you have a child who would like to join our school?
Please contact the school office on 01305 783876 and our office staff will be happy to arrange a date for you to 
have a tour of the school with our Deputy Head, Mrs Llewellyn.

NEWS: Chickerell Community Library celebrated 10 years of service in January! When the library was
under threat, a group of us got together to save it. The only way to do this was to run the library ourselves; so,
following training by the county’s Library Service, we opened our doors in January 2013. The library has been
going strong ever since. We would like to thank all our volunteers, past and present, and remember the ones that
are no longer with us, because without them we wouldn’t have been able to run the library as efficiently and
provide the people of our area with the library service available to all today. Congratulations Chickerell
Community Library! The Library’s AGM will be held on March 6th at 2pm in Chickerell Community Library.
Members of the public are welcome to attend.
Lego club: Wednesday, February 15th 1.30pm-3pm, for up to 11years of age. We have Duplo Lego for very
young children; come along and build a masterpiece!
Coffee morning: February 4th, 10am-12noon. Enjoy a cuppa and some chat.
Book theme for February: Healthy eating. Do come in and browse our bookshelves. Happy reading!



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday



.

Thank you to Peter Davey who reported seeing a female Sparrowhawk when he was walking past St Mary’s
Church. It landed on the gate, saw him and flew off. These impressive birds are rarely seen as they hunt with the
aim of surprise and fly fast; more often than not they are seen briefly as they sweep past in a flash after their prey;
small birds.
The sparrowhawk is a greyish backed, small bird of prey with short, broad wings and a long tail, different looking
from a kestrel in flight; a kestrel has much sharper, more pointed wings. When perched the sparrowhawk’s
horizontally striped chest can be seen. Falconers called the male sparrowhawk a musket and the centuries-old gun
of the same name was named after this bird of prey. The female sparrowhawk can be as much as four inches larger
than the male.

CURLEW
It was delightful to hear what has been described as the haunting long drawn-out double note of the curlew on a
muddy walk down to Tidmoor Point on the Fleet recently. The curlew, known for its long, curved bill, is grey
brown in colour with a pointed white rump visible in flight. Britain’s largest wading bird, it is found in wet coastal
areas. An interesting fact about the curlew is apart from a very distinctive melancholic ‘cour-lii’ whistle, with an
emphasis on the lii, its curved bill is slightly longer in the male than in the female.

FOXES IN THE NIGHT
Anyone who has been awake in the early hours in recent weeks may well have heard a noise that sounded a little
bit like a dog barking. Chances are, however, that if it was a single, gruff bark, it was a fox. Foxes mate from
December to February and the females are famous for an eerie nocturnal shriek, which can be made by male foxes
too. Foxes will bark to warn of danger, especially if they have cubs. Cubs are normally born from March to May.
Foxes may live for up to nine years in the wild, but up to 80 per cent can die in their first year. When first born the
cubs have brown, velvety fur but after six months they have transformed into adult lookalikes.

*******************************************************************************************

Our Pupil Voice Group are trying very hard to incorporate ways to help us on our journey to becoming a more
‘green’ school.
This week at our Pupil Voice meeting, we met to discuss how well our energy-saving ideas are going in classes.
Things are going really well; each class is turning lights off when they are not needed, closing doors to keep the
heat in, only charging IPads if they really need it and switching off the interactive whiteboards when they are not
being used. Some of the group members will be meeting with Miss Harris to discuss more energy-saving ideas
such as installing solar panels.
To try and make recycling fun and to promote this at school and at home, the Pupil Voice Group are going to
organise and run a whole-school recycling competition. Each class will make their own themed sculpture using
recycled materials. We are going to agree our theme at the next meeting. Mrs Llewellyn and Mrs Mitchell would
like us to organise and introduce this competition ourselves, so we will be making posters and leading assemblies
to tell the rest of the school about it. We are also going to choose which teachers will judge the competition.

by Rose from Mrs Bedford’s class
******************************************************************************************

When a ‘sea monster’ caused a stir on Chesil Beach

This is a story that has passed into local folklore: More than 80 years ago a Chickerell fishermen, Fred Farn, hit the
national headlines when he stabbed to death what he called ‘moby dick’. Fred was out with his crew fishing for
mackerel off Chesil in his traditional fishing boat; the lerret, specially designed to be hauled on and off Chesil
beach. As they hauled the nets onto the beach, they realised there was something very heavy tangled inside. The
call went out from the boat ‘we’ve got a moby dick.’ It was, in fact, probably a harmless basking shark. They tried
to get it out of the nets but as it was thrashing ‘angrily’& getting more entangled, endangering his mate still in the
fishing boat, (few fishermen could swim in those days) Fred, fearing his livelihood was also at stake, lashed out
with his knife. The ‘sea monster’ was longer in length than the lerret and almost as wide; which is why Fred’s
adventure hit the national papers. People would be understandably horrified if such an event happened today.
Basking sharks are very large; the second largest fish in the world. They may look frightening but are harmless
gentle giants that feed on plankton. A very rare sight off the south coast back in Fred’s day.



TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified



Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  Office open Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am to noon 
with restrictions. Masks must be worn at all times. Tel: 01305 767458. 
Website: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Council monthly 
meeting
Normally 

Every third Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm 

in the council offices, 
Putton Lane. 

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower
Way: Available for hire. Queries and bookings: Town council number above.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING:
Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset
Council West Dorset Services, which covers this area is 251010.
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths,
streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you
have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council.
DOG WARDEN: 01305 252244.
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for
emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.

Anti-social behaviour: Please
report all incidents to the police
either online : The website is
dorset.police.uk - see the
Contact Us section (where you
can report crime online) Or by
calling 101, the non-emergency
number available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
Remember, if a crime is in
progress or life in danger call
999.

CCTV is around the 
Willowbed field & is 
constantly monitored

Water emergencies: Report to Wessex Water – 0345 600 4 600.
Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help.
CITIZENS ADVICE: Details on website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 
on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk and follow links 
to planning section. Chickerell is in the West Dorset area.

Coun John Worth is holding his regular monthly surgery at Chickerell Community Library on Tuesday
28th February from 10am to 11.30am.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  Applications since last edition and as Contact went to press:

NEWS……NEWS…..NEWS…..NEWS….NEWS….NEWS….

NEW WYKE BUS COMES UP TO LANEHOUSE: First Bus launched a new Monday to Friday bus service,
the 9 and 9A in January to cover a circular route to Wyke Regis and back from the Kings Statue, Weymouth,
during the morning and early afternoon. The 9 service stops at the Lanehouse Rocks Petrol Station and the 9A
service Lanehouse Rocks chemist and Fiveways on Chickerell Road. Details: First Bus website.

P/FUL/2022/07710 Land and buildings know as Newlands Farm, Coldharbour, Chickerell: Part full and part
retrospective application for the change of use of land and buildings from agricultural use to storage (B8) and the
siting of up to 43 storage containers.
P/CLE/2022/07372: South Buckland Farm, Nottington, Chickerell: Storage of three touring caravans and use
of static unit as dwelling.
P/ESC/2022/08013: Land south of Coldharbour: Request for EIA Screening Opinion on proposed battery
storage facility.
P/FUL/2022/06263: Car park, 27 Surrey Close, Extend car parking provisions to service industrial
units/businesses
P/FUL/2022/07724: 16A Albany Road, Granby Industrial Estate: Erect 2 No Commercial units to the front of
site.
P/PASO/2022/07800: Littlesea Holiday Park, Lynch Lane: Installation of solar photovoltaics (PV) equipment.
P/HOU/2022/07471: 523 Chickerell Road: Erect rear extension, side Juliette balcony and internal alterations.

THE TWO DORSET COUNCILLORS FOR CHICKERELL are Jean Dunseith and John Worth.
You can contact Councillor Jean Dunseith at Cllrjean.dunseith@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Coun John Worth: 01305 835805/ 07787229052. Email cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk



JUST OVER SIX
YEARS separates this
view looking up to
Putton Lane from what is
now just off Oldridge
Road. The arrows show
a house on the Fairfield
estate which can just
about be seen in the far
distance in both photos.
The 2016 picture shows
the excavations, prior to
the building work, in the
old fields off Lower
Putton Lane. The
remains of a medieval
manor were uncovered.

2016

2022

FLEET’S HOLY TRINITY CHURCH: The picture of Holy Trinity on Contact’s cover last month has sparked
some interest in the history of the building. It was built by The Rev George Gould, of the Gould family, who
owned Fleet House (now Moonfleet hotel). It was sited further inland after the previous church, closer to the sea,
was mostly swept away in the great gale of 1824. The part of the old fleet church that remains to this day can be
found at the Fleet lagoon end of Butterstreet, off the road to Moonfleet. Work started on the new gothic style
church in 1826 and was completed in 1829. It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity in a ceremony conducted by the
Bishop of Bristol.
*******************************************************************************************

• The 15th anniversary issue of Contact thanked co-founder, Mrs Edwards-Stuart and her able assistant Mrs 
Treglown for the magazine going forth into its 16th year stronger and more secure.

• Chickerell Parish Council reported it was to strengthen the swings in the East Street play area to help 
prevent further vandalism and warned the swings would be removed if more damage occurred.

• The area surrounding Chickerell’s North Square had been confirmed as a Conservation Area.
• Following negotiations with the army camp, the parish council had been assured the stile between Australia 

Road and the army camp, which had been wired up, would be reopened in the ‘very near future’
• Victory Hall at Charlestown was going to stage its annual knock-out skittles match for the Jackson Trophy 

in April.
• Chickerell Monday Club was to view a film on Thomas Hardy on February 18th 1991.
• A one bedroomed flat was advertised for private sale in Charlestown for £38,000. 
• Chickerell Library announced it was to increase charges on its overdue books and opening hours were to be 

published in Contact from now on.
• Charlestown Social Club was to hold a country and western night with South Bound on February 16th.

CAN YOU HELP: Contact has received this request from a woman keen to find some information about a
local family: “I am tracing children boarded out in North Dorset 1891 - 1911 and have Beatrice Fitch who
married George Dalley in West Chickerell in 1938. Beatrice spent some years before that working at Montevideo
house for a solicitor and his wife. I believe that house is now a nursing home. In the 1939 list they are at The
Lilacs which appears to be next door to Montevideo Cottage. Beatrice died in 1979 and George in 1984; both
deaths are registered in the Weymouth area. I was hoping someone might remember them or give me more
information on the places they lived (or their burial site?). I do not think they had any children; Beatrice was 45
when they married.” Contact will pass information on if anyone wants to get in touch.

Fleet’s historic church and a short step back in time



Dance, music, theatre, cinema and film news

WEYMOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL, which offers a showcase for local talent, is all set for 4th & 5th March at St
Aldhelm’s Church & Church Centre from 9am to 5pm. Entries for musicians, singers, duets, groups and choirs
were due to close on February 1st but members of the public are invited to the festival concert from 7pm on Friday
10th March. For more details see the website: weymouthmusicfestival.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************

CORONATION CELEBRATION: Tickets for three hours of live music in Weymouth to celebrate the crowning
of our new King go on sale on March 1st. The Friends of Greenhill Gardens has organised the commemoration on
Sunday May 7th from 3-6pm with music from The Four Saxes and local group The Originals. Singing and dancing
and lots of fun are promised at the Greenhill Tennis Courts with doors open at 2pm. Tables and chairs are
provided. People are invited to bring their own picnic and dress up. Tickets cost £10 each (from 1st March
onwards) 01305 775829 or see the greenhill-gardens.co.uk website.
*******************************************************************************************
SUMMER CONCERTS: Tickets are now on sale for Music by the Lake, the annual Weldmar Hospicecare
open air fundraiser at the Dorset County Showground. Tribute shows are: Take That and Kylie on June 30th;
Queen and Whitney Houston on July 1st and Adele and Tom Jones on July 2nd. Details: weldmarhospicecare.org
*******************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH Pavilion (Box office 783225) Highlights for February: Lionel Ritchie tribute February 10th;
Sunday Night comedy with Rosie Jones, February 19th.
THE FILM to watch out for in local cinemas: The Fabelmans, Steven Speilberg’s drama based on his own
childhood and how he connected with the world of movies. Event cinema at Weymouth Cineworld and Dorchester
Plaza: ROH Live Opera The Barber of Seville, 15th February & National Theatre Live: Othello, February 23rd.
*******************************************************************************************
LIVE MUSIC at The Lugger Inn on February 5th, 12th, 14th and 24th plus 80s event on 25th. (See advert below).

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL UTD FC – The Stalls, East Street, Chickerell

A MILE OF HOSE FROM CHICKERELL 
SAVED FLEET COTTAGES

Back in the early 1970s, the historic cottages
that had missed being swept away in the great
gale of 1824 – Butterstreet, at Fleet, were nearly
destroyed by fire. It is thought a spark from the
chimney of a house being renovated fell into a
gap in the thatch (thatched in those days). The
fire destroyed the roof of the house but
Weymouth firemen saved the row. They had to
link fire tenders together to do it and had more
than a mile of hose fixed up to a hydrant in
Chickerell to keep the water supply going.

At a recent Chickerell United FC Committee meeting, the topic of fundraising was discussed and the
following events were agreed:-
1. A race night to be held at The Lugger on Saturday 18th February from 7pm
2. A quiz night to be held at The Lugger on Wednesday 26th April from 7.30pm
We would like to encourage people to come along for some fun while supporting your local football
teams.

Looking back.. 
Did you know that..





CHURCHES PAGE FOR FEBRUARY

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk Parish Office: 01305 786043

St Mary’s, Chickerell: There is no Thursday morning service this month.

Sunday Services at 9.30am – with coffee and chat afterwards:
FEBRUARY
5th All Age Service 12th Rev Matt Renyard
19th Rev Richard Simmons 26th Rev Margaret Baker
The church is open only at weekends from 10am-3pm for private prayer or as a quiet space.

Holy Trinity, Fleet: As from January this year, Holy Trinity Fleet is now part of the Benefice of St Pauls and will
be known as the Benefice of St Pauls Weymouth and Holy Trinity Fleet. Fr Gregory is confirmed as our
incumbent Vicar for the Fleet churches. Our next service is the usual is on the second Sunday of the month;
Sunday 12th February.
Finally, a great thank you to all those who attended the Carol Service in December. We had approximately 60
people in the congregation and raised just over £300 towards the appeal fund; many thanks again.
Any general queries contact Geoff Taylor, Secretary on 01305 782757.

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX On the corner of North Square & West Street
Home to the Ducklings Pre-school

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:  Corner of Chickerell Road/East Street. Services Sundays 3.30pm 

ST EDMUND’S CHURCH  Lanehouse Rocks Road, Weymouth.  Services 11am Sundays

Vicar: Rev Brother Alasdair Kay, Assistant Priest, Rev Betty Port. Holy Communion fortnightly (variable),
alternating with services led by our Licensed Lay Ministers, Janet Hall and Maxine Legg. Occasional joint
services with our Sister Church, All Saints, Wyke Regis. Friendly coffee and chat after services.

FEBRUARY
5th Rev Lownsbrough - Holy Communion 12th R Phillips
19th P Brown 26th R Dean
Light refreshments follow services and all are welcome.

FEBRUARY
5th Angela Gardner 12th Rev Peter Clark
19th Tim Wells (Holy Communion) 26th Pam Woodland
Services start at 10.30am and coffee is served afterwards.
Masks are worn at your own discretion.
See local groups, clubs and societies page for craft groups and coffee morning details

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

THE LIGHT WEYMOUTH CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 
Weymouth. Details on Facebook.

WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY SPIRITUALIST CENTRE Pilgrim House, Hope Square. Details on Facebook



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS.
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS

£££ CASH PAID £££
IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 

KINDS
CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 

07919076427



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in
Chickerell for over 22 years - time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of
trading. Phone 01305 830310.

Gardening Notes – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
FEBRUARY

This is the busy month! Wrap up! The wet and cold may delay some garden work, but we can still
prepare the veg plots. Cover the ground with plastic, cardboard or mulch, (cloches are best), to keep the
rain off to warm and dry the soil a little, before digging. Add compost either commercial, or home-made
(be careful not to spike any wildlife hiding in there). Peat-free composts will require the addition of
nutrients like John Innes Base (NPK 5:7:10) and some grit to equate them to peat.

SEEDS AND SLUGS
Stock up on seeds! Sow seeds under glass (indoors) to grow on and get an early start, ready for the
warmer soil. Chit seed potatoes - they are available now. Check stored food for rot. Examine all plants
for pests and diseases; pick off big buds from blackcurrants. Put out slug traps. Start Dahlias and Gladioli
into life - set in a warm place and keep damp.

WEED, HOE & PRUNE
Weed! Hoeing regularly is worth it! Tender buds and shoots will need covering with fleece before frost.
Cut back the stems of herbaceous plants and cover with mulch. Cut autumn raspberries to the ground.
Prune early flowering shrubs after flowers have finished.
Hedges and evergreen shrubs should be pruned into shape before the birds start nesting. Trim Wisteria
back to two buds, and roses into shape. Bare rooted plants, especially trees, should be planted now to
give them time to establish as the soil warms.
Wildlife needs food and water as the breeding season begins.

*****************************************************************************************

Front page pics: From top left clockwise: Signpost leading to Fleet Lagoon; Fleet Lagoon; Bennetts Water Gardens; The 
army ranges; window at St Mary’s Church; looking down East Street; The play area on Willowbed field; Buckland Ripers’ 
church; and looking up to the Peto Gardens by Chickerell Community Library.



CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722


