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DECEMBER DIARY – more inside

3rd: Chickerell Town Council 

planning meeting.

5th: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

5th : Lighting of Christmas tree, 

5.30pm, Chickerell Library.

6th : Tea Dance, Willowbed Hall,

2-4pm.

6th & 20th: Bingo at Charlestown 

Victory Hall 6.30pm for 7pm 

(Christmas Bingo on 20th).

6th: Carols for Chickerell, 7pm, 

Willowbed Hall. 

12th: General Election Day.

15th: Community Christmas Lunch.

17th: Chickerell Town Council 

monthly meeting, 7pm.

24th: Charlestown Victory Hall open 

for refreshments, 10am to 12noon.

30th: Chickerell Walkers Club 

Festive Short Walk - meet 10am at 

Willowbed Hall.

JANUARY DIARY – more inside

2nd: Chickerell Luncheon Club.

3rd : Tea Dance, Willowbed Hall, 

2-4pm.

3rd , 17th and 31st: Bingo at 

Charlestown Victory Hall 6.30pm for 

7pm.

7th: Coffee Morning in the North 

Aisle Café, St Mary’s 10 – 12noon. 

7th: Chickerell Town Council 

planning meeting.

******************************

15th: 5pm: Deadline for all adverts, 

February 2020 issue

******************************

17th: Chickerell Walkers Club Short 

Brunch Walk, meet 9.45am at Castle 

Gardens, Old Castle Road.

18th: Village Café, 10am – 12.30pm,

Willowbed Hall. Spirit of Chickerell.

18th: Tacks and Tea, 3pm, Chickerell 

Methodist Church. 

******************************

19th : 5pm: Deadline for all editorial, 

February 2020 issue

******************************

21st: Chickerell Town Council 

monthly meeting, 7pm (Precept).

25th: Soup and Roll Lunch at 

Marshallsay Court 12 – 2pm proceeds 

to St Mary’s Roof Fund.

29th: Chickerell Walkers Club Long 

Walk, meet 1.30pm at Park & Ride.

Photo shows fishermen at sunset on The Fleet

INSIDE THIS  MONTH

Events across the area including films & music

Pictures of the army at Chickerell War Memorial

Can you solve our Christmas crossword?

Memories of Chickerell’s first village doctors 

Wishing all our readers, advertisers and volunteers 

a very Happy Christmas and Healthy New Year



HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road, Chickerell (01305) 785895.

Treasurer/Advertising Manager: Ian Gardner, Strawberry Cottage, 3 Butter Street, Moonfleet (01305) 760665.

ian_c_gardner.t21@btinternet.com : Please contact Ian if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.

Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield, Chickerell (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please 

send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement 

please. If sending an email, please ensure you put ‘Contact Magazine’ the appropriate month in the subject 

heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to include a telephone number for queries. Letters and editorial 

contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.

Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 

compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.

Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 

amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 

Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 

PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 

Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.

Please seek advice from the compiler about ad setting. Simple works best and a simple electronic version works 

far better than scanned copy. 

You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 

hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &

Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you 

do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: You can log in at www.chickerell.com You need to register, 

which is a simple case of entering your name and email. You will then receive an email asking you to confirm 

your details. Once that is done you can post messages on the forum.

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH

CHICKERELL SURGERY. Tel: 01305 782226 (Wyke Regis Health Centre) CHICKERELL SURGERY 

OPEN between 8.30am and 6.30pm Monday to Thursday. Closes for lunch between 12.30 and 2pm. On Friday the 

surgery closes at 12.30pm. LANEHOUSE SURGERY’S phone number is also 01305 782226. Opening hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am to 6.30pm. Tuesday 8.30am to 7.30pm.

MEDICAL HELP AFTER DOCTORS SURGERY IS CLOSED: Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. This 

operates Monday to Friday 6.30pm to 8am, weekends and Bank Holidays. If critically ill call 999.

DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL INFORMATION: 

Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester. All serious injuries should go here. 

Injuries less serious to WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community 

Hospital, Melcombe Avenue, 8am to 8pm seven days a week (x ray available). Can book appointments via 111 

service or via GP practices. Remember, minor urgent issues to Weymouth, anything more serious to Dorchester. 

Thank you to Heidi Jordan and Carley Smith for all their help over the past couple of years collating Contacts and 

distributing them to our volunteers. We are now desperate for someone to take over this role. Transport and help is 

available, we just need someone to co-ordinate and divide the copies into batches for distribution once they are 

delivered from the printers each month. Please contact me at the phone number below if you can help. It would be 

really appreciated. We are also including a small article from Read Easy this month, asking for help co-ordinating 

their reading volunteers in Weymouth and Portland. Do get in touch with Hilary on her email address in the piece 

(inside back page) in Contact if you can help.

We are sad to report the passing of Margaret Hoare, well known as co-owner of Bluebird Coaches, and Carol 

Escott, who lived in Fleet Lane. To both families we send our sincere condolences. 

As you will see in Contact, we were privileged to have the 23rd Parachute Engineering Regiment attending the 

Remembrance Day service in North Square this year. Well done to Pat Arthars for her sterling work locally for 

The Royal British Legion. Congratulations to Ken Williams of Marshallsay Road on his 90th birthday.

And finally, December 12th is election day – use your vote!     Next Contact – February 2020.          John Dean  

mailto:ian_c_gardner.t21@btinternet.com
mailto:caroline@elephantsears.org
http://www.chickerell.com/


ELECTION DAY is all set for Thursday December 12th. Candidates for the West Dorset seat, which covers 

this area, are: Kelvin Charles Clayton (Green Party); Chris Loder (Conservative); Edward Morello (Liberal 

Democrat) and Claudia Catherine Sorin (Labour). Polling stations will be open from 7am-10pm. 

******************************************************************************************

PHONE BOXES SET TO GO: Chickerell’s phone boxes, along with 64 others around Weymouth & West 

Dorset, could soon pass into history as BT has decided that as they are no longer used regularly, they should be 

removed. The Notification of Intention to remove the public payphones can be found in the West Dorset section of 

the Dorset Council planning applications website, reference number WD/D/19/002394. The consultation ends on 

December 23rd. Chickerell Town Council has objected to the closure of the box at the Chickerell Road and Putton 

Lane junction, because of its community use. This box had 46 calls in the 12 months to September this year 

compared to none for the box at Littlesea, 10 for the box by Chickerell Post Office and three from Glennie Way.

*******************************************************************************************

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL: From Pat Arthars, local organiser: Many thanks to all 

who supported the appeal, which was boosted by the Spirit of Chickerell Village Café in October, the tombola, the 

Lamp Post Poppies and a very generous donation from the sale of knitted poppies by the Co-op Bereavement 

Group. There was a wonderful turnout for the local Remembrance Day Service, including soldiers from the nearby 

Camp. The Town Council was well represented, also the Guides and Brownies, and the horses were there again in 

North Square. The total raised this year was £1,763. This will be a tremendous help to the servicemen and women 

suffering from physical and mental trauma. You support is much appreciated.

*******************************************************************************************

REQUEST FOR THE ANIMALS: To all our friends and residents of Chickerell and Charlestown: My 

goodness, where did that year go! Once again, we are asking for donations of food, biscuits, a toy, or anything for 

a dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig – any animal, to make their Christmas a bit more special at Margaret Green Animal 

Rescue. We had a great response last year, hopefully again this year. It really does make a difference. Please drop 

off at 43 Lower Way or we will gladly pick it up, no matter how small, as it all helps. Call 781059 & ask for Rosie 

or Yvonne. Thank you very much and we hope you all have a lovely Christmas:   

Rosie, Yvonne & Jess the dog. 

******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS, LANEHOUSE & CHICKERELL SURGERIES: The practice wants to thank 

everyone for their continued patience regarding the telephone system. In the Nov/Dec newsletter of the practice, it 

states there are now extra members of staff answering phone calls during the busiest periods of the day. 

Other news: Wyke and Lanehouse Surgery Friends group has produced a directory of information about the 

practice – a copy of which is available in each of the waiting rooms at Wyke, Lanehouse and Chickerell. There is 

also a copy on the Practice Website on the Surgery Friends tab. Information includes activities in the area served 

by the practice and in and around Weymouth, covering social events, sport, exercise, art and craft sessions and 

community and patient support groups/advice services. Anyone who would like to join the patient participation 

group, which next meets at 6pm on Tuesday 10th December at the Wyke surgery, can speak to a receptionist, 

fill in a form available at the surgeries or contact chair person Rosemary Smeeton on 01305 782226. 

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Don’t put yourself at risk on online fraud this season, 

warns Dorset Trading Standards. It says: Look for signs that the website is using a secure encrypted connection; 

(the little padlock to the left of the website address); read the seller’s returns policy; search for reviews about the 

seller and the product you’re buying; bad spelling or grammar on a website can be a sign of a scam; look for a land 

line number and a head office address. “When people were asked for the reasons why they had not safety checked 

websites when shopping their responses varied but included ‘being in a rush’ or ‘looking for the cheapest offer’. 

Fraudsters like people to rush into buying and they promote goods cheaply to draw shoppers in.” Trading 

Standards adds buying via social media is risky as there can be scams, subscription traps, counterfeit goods and 

unsafe goods. The Citizens Advice consumer helpline is 03454 04 05 06. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LIBRARY DIGITAL CHAMPIONS: The digital champions in our local library on Tuesdays 

and Saturdays are part of a team across the county helping people get online at libraries. There are more than 75 

people assisting across Dorset. Digital champions help with skills to access essential services on the internet such 

as NHS repeat prescriptions, Universal Credit, passports or Government pensions.





More news, events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The Community Christmas Lunch on Sunday December 15th is  fully booked but 

should there be any cancellations, please ring Pam on 01305 835805. There is no Village Café in December. The 

January Village Café is on Saturday 18th from 10am – 12.30pm with homemade cakes, sausage and bacon 

butties and a variety of stalls. Ring Pam on the number above to book a table.  Carols for Chickerell – Friday 6th

December at Willowbed Hall at 7pm. Come and enjoy an early start to the Christmas festivities, with Chickerell 

Primary Academy Singing Stars and Weymouth Concert Brass Band, with seasonal refreshments. There will be a 

collection at the end, to support the band and the Spirit of Chickerell, who organise events for the community 

throughout the year. Thank you to all the volunteers, stallholders and customers, the village cafes have been going 

from strength to strength. A Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Peaceful New Year to you all and we look 

forward to seeing you in 2020.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Marquis of 

Granby on the Chickerell Road: Once again, we have been spoiled by The Marquis of Granby. The lunch was 

perfect, the beef just melted in your mouth. We have had our last outing this year and are now all systems go 

towards our Christmas meal on December 5th . A £2 present will be needed for the lucky dip which needs to be 

wrapped in Christmas paper. We request wearing red or green and fancy head gear if possible! The raffle will be a 

mystery; everything wrapped in festive paper.

I wish to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.

The meal on January 2nd will be beef stew and dumplings followed by steamed pudding and custard. 

For any queries or cancellations please phone Ann on 783002 or Janet on 750232.

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM ST MARY’S: Although it seems a while ago, our Quiz in October raised the 

brilliant sum of £610. Thank you to all our helpers and quizzers. The next one is on March 21st  2020; put the date 

in your diaries now. We are preparing for our November Bazaar as I write this, which is the last fundraising event 

for the church, for this year.  Events arranged for early next year, so far, include a Free Coffee Morning in the 

North Aisle Café in church on Tuesday 7th January,  from 10am – 12noon, Soup and Roll Lunch at 

Marshallsay Court on Saturday 25th January from 12 – 2pm proceeds to the Roof Fund. We are having an 

Indoor Car Boot Sale at Willowbed Hall on Saturday 8th February from 10am – 2pm. Tables are available to rent 

at £5 each, but will be limited; as we hope to sell some of our own bric-a-brac and books as well. (As we didn’t 

manage to have a second seafront stall in 2019.) Please ring Hilary and John on 772817 to book a table. There will 

be a Pancake Morning at Marshallsay Court on Saturday 22nd February from 11– 1pm, also for the Roof Fund. We 

wish a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year to all our helpers, those who donate in any way and 

all who come to our events. 

Nativity Tableau, Carols and Readings: The service this year is at the earlier time of 5pm at St. Mary’s on 

Sunday 22nd December. We are rehearsing in church on Sunday 1st December at 2pm and on Sunday 15th at 

4pm. If there are any children, who have not already been contacted, or who would like to take part, please ring 

Hilary and John on 772817.  The Christingle Service is at 7pm on Tuesday 10th December: Come and enjoy the 

singing of the Chickerell School Singing Stars and the lovely atmosphere of this special service. Collection for 

The Children’s Society. The Christmas Eve Crib Service is at 4pm; a short and simple service, suitable for all 

ages, to remind us of the true meaning of Christmas.

The work to repair the church porch should be finished by the time you read this, but we are still fundraising in 

order to have the roof repaired. The estimate for this work is in the region of £35,000 and we are hoping to secure 

some grant funding, but we shall need to raise a significant amount ourselves. If you would like to contribute to 

keep our lovely old church in good order, please send a cheque made out to ‘St Mary’s Chickerell Appeal’ to The 

Treasurer at 11 Randall Close, Chickerell, DT3 4AS. Thank you.

*******************************************************************************************

COFFEE MORNING CLUB. Every Wednesday 10am – 12noon at Safewise (fire station in Radipole Lane): 

Another year has swiftly gone by. We have had our last outing until April. On December 18th we are having our 

Christmas lunch at the Marquis of Granby. We request red or green is worn with a fancy hat if possible. A £2 

present will be needed for the Lucky Dip. The raffle will be all wrapped in Christmas paper, so it will be a 

surprise. Because Christmas and New Year fall on a Wednesday, our meetings will recommence on January 8th. 

See you then. For any more information please phone Ann on 783002. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.





CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB from Brian: Note: All December & January walks are on hard surfaces.

Festive Short Walk - Monday 30th December, meet 10am at Willowbed Hall. A chance for all to get out for 

some fresh air. This popular annual walk down Fleet Lane & up Fleet Road is suitable for all kinds of walkers, 

even prams & mobility aids.  Let’s all mingle and chat. Short Brunch Walk - Friday 17th January, meet 

9.45am at Castle Gardens, Old Castle Road (off of Buxton Road). Walk to The Nothe and back to Hope Square 

for a warm up and BREAKFAST, ready to go back along the Rodwell Trail. Long Walk - Wednesday 29th 

January, meet 1.30pm at Weymouth Park & Ride (parking free). A circular walk to Weymouth seafront & back.

Any queries or anyone wanting a lift or car share on either walk please ring Brian on 01305 770678.

*******************************************************************************************

MARSHALLSAY COURT SOCIAL CLUB: Bingo every Monday, except Bank Holidays, at 7pm. 

Bingo at Marshallsay Court on Wednesdays too - doors open 1pm, eyes down 1.30pm. ‘You are not going to 

win a fortune, but you might have a laugh’. 

*******************************************************************************************

CRAFTY SEW & SEWS: Crafty Sew & Sews is undergoing some changes. There will be no meetings in the 

Chickerell Methodist Church Hall in December due to the club’s Christmas meal and the time of year.  The club 

will re-open in January and for further information regarding meeting dates and times, please refer to the 

Methodist Church notices in this Contact. The club is a great opportunity to meet and share crafts, skills and ideas 

(knitting, sewing, card making etc.) in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. New members always welcome!  

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095. Opening hours:  

Monday - closed; Tuesday - 9.30-12.30; Wednesday - 9.30-12.30; Thursday – 2pm – 4.30pm;  Friday - 2pm- 4.30pm;  

Saturday - 9.30 - 12.30pm. Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com

The Library will close on December 23rd and re-open on January 2nd, 2020.

NEWS: The annual community Christmas tree lighting by the Mayor, with carol singing from the children and 

the Brass Tacks Band, is on Thursday 5th December at 5.30pm in the library grounds. Refreshments will be 

served in the library. There will be two Lego Clubs during the holidays: On Monday 23rd December and 

Monday 30th December, both from 2-3pm. Have some fun building models, with Duplo for the little ones. 

Baby Rhyme Time: Friday 13th December 10.30am.

Coffee morning: December 7th, 10am to 12noon. 

We would like to wish every one of our patrons a very happy Christmas and all good wishes for the New Year.

*******************************************************************************************

TEA DANCE at the Willowbed Hall on the first Friday of each month, 2-4pm. Entrance now only £3, to include 

refreshments and raffle. Please JOIN US to KEEP DANCING. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE: Monday: 3.30- 6.30pm: Weymouth School of Ballet 

(Lisa 07703463974). Evening, 7.30 – 9pm: Line & Partner Dancing with Dixie Six (772668). Tuesday: 4-6pm 

Weymouth School of Ballet (Lisa 07703463974). Wednesday: 2-5pm Whist; 7.30-9.30pm: Line & Partner 

Dancing with Dixie Six (772668). Thursday: Evenings – Girl Guiding UK (Eleanor 07847763191). Friday: 

(fortnightly): Bingo – Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm. Please check for availability. Saturday: Dog Training 

with The Pet Experience (Sarah 07769705807).  Check for availability.

NEWS: from Marion: “Bingo dates 6th December and 20th December (Christmas one) - Bingo will re-start on 

3rd January and will be on 3rd, 17th and 31st January. The last Whist for this year will be on 18th December 

re-starting on 8th January - please note that during the winter months Whist is starting at 1pm to aid those who 

have distances to drive when it gets dark early. The hall will be open on Tuesday 24th December from 10am to 

12noon for anyone who would like to pop in for free refreshments - all are very welcome.

The stage at the hall has been re-painted and looks really smart - may we just ask patrons to respect this and take 

care when moving tables off and on stage. The light has been replaced outside.

It just remains to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year from all of us and we 

will see you in 2020. Usual contact details for the hall - Joe Castleman on 01305 789125 or Marion Hardcastle on 

01305 761744.”

*******************************************************************************************

WEYMOUTH AND HOLZWICKEDE TWINNING SOCIETY: AGM will be held on Tuesday 21st January 

in the Crown Hotel, Weymouth. The AGM will commence at 6.15pm and will include a review of the year and 

election of the committee. This will be followed by the Annual Dinner.

Events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies (continued)
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MORE NEWS, GROUPS AND EVENTS

NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Quiz Night for Hangers Heroes raised 

£223! Thank you for all the support. There will be another Quiz Night with Supper in February. The last day of 

trading before the holidays will be 14th December, when savouries and mince pies will be served. Donations 

for the Christmas Draw would be much appreciated. It will be drawn at noon.  Buy all you will need for gardening 

over the holidays now: seeds, tools, wheelbarrows and compost; fleece, bubble-wrap, ground covers and gloves! 

These make good presents, too. The Trading Post will re-open on 11th January 2019. Hopefully, the potatoes 

will be in. The Trading Post is in Rylands Lane and is open on Weds 2 - 4pm or Sats 9.30am - 12.30pm. Visit the 

Facebook page for more information.

*******************************************************************************************

CHRISTMAS PRIZE BINGO at Weymouth West Air Scout Group, Friday 13th December at the Scout HQ, 

Granby Close. Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm. Fundraising for an extension, disabled access and facilities at 

our Scout Headquarters. Raffle and refreshments; all welcome. 

*******************************************************************************************

SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: Holds weekly Ceilidh Dance Practices at Willowbed Hall on 

Monday evenings, 7.45 to 9.45pm. New members are always welcome. £2.50 per session to include tea/coffee. 

You do not need a partner. Learn easy Ceilidh and Scottish Country dances. The society also holds St Andrews 

Day Celebrations, Burns Night Dinner Dances, Ceilidhs and other events. More details: Website: 

www.southdorsetcaledonians.org or email the secretary at: sdcssec@btinternet.com For Ceilidh dancing contact: 

Frank 01305 783325.

*******************************************************************************************

WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS:  Social group – Wednesdays at St Edmund’s Church 

Hall. Email: valtom123@btinternet.com 265177 Beginners class - Thursdays at Southill Community Centre with 

RSCDS qualified teacher. Email: grajudseymour@hotmail.com 833660. Either evening £3. Start at 7.30pm. Wear 

casual clothes & soft flat shoes. Refreshment interval.

*******************************************************************************************

WDHS RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP:  Next meeting is on Thursday 2nd January at 2pm in the Boys 

Brigade Hall, Sawmills Lane, Dorchester DT1 2RZ when Kay Townsend will tell us about Life Behind the Side 

Shows. The West Dorset Health Service Retirement Fellowship was set up more than 35 years ago for retired 

employees of the Health Service and their partners living in Dorset and meets on the first Thursday of every month 

except August and December. New members welcome.

*******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 

email is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.

Morning sessions – Monday to Friday: 8.45am – 11.45 or 12.45pm.

Full days available on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.45am to 2.45pm, please call for availability. 

After Christmas we will be extending our hours on Wednesdays from 8.45am – 2.45pm. We are able to offer 30 

hours of childcare per week subject to availability. 

NEWS: The children had great fun exploring the Halloween den in our role play area on our return from the half 

term break. They dressed up in all things spooky choosing from our range of costumes, made spells, pumpkin 

masks and made some very gooey potions! 

Our committee and staff arranged a lovely story night for our children and families along with food and fun 

activities, which got everyone in the Christmas Spirit!  We are planning a wonderful Christmas party with music 

and magic on the last day of term and hope Father Christmas will drop by. Our office will be closed from Friday 

20th December until we return after the Christmas break on Monday 6th January. We wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We will be celebrating the Year of the Rat for Chinese New Year. 

Please take a look at our Facebook page for when our next coffee morning is, so you can pop along to meet our 

team and take a look around Ducklings. For further information about registering your child with us or if you 

would like to pop in to view our setting please call Michelle or Sharon.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKADEES: For any information or for a registration form please contact Clare Ash 01305 773103 

or contact pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

http://www.southdorsetcaledonians.org/
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CHRISTMAS News and events extra

CHICKERELL UTD FC – The Stalls, East Street.

CHRISTMAS FIRE CRACKER EVENT returns to Weymouth Fire Station in Radipole Lane on Saturday 

December 14th from 11am to 2pm, with fire demonstrations, a driving simulator and Santa. Funds raised to 

SafeWise Weymouth and The Fire Fighters Charity. 

*******************************************************************************************

WEYMOUTH TOWN CENTRE CHRISTMAS EVENTS Supported by We Are Weymouth:  Fun activities 

after the Christmas lights and tree switch on Saturday November 30th continues from 11am until 4pm on Sunday 

December 1st with a snow &  bubble machine, entertainment, face painting and crafts (in and around 

Debenhams). There will also be a Christmas in the Square event, with stalls and entertainment, in and around 

Hope Square over the same weekend, from 12-5pm on the Saturday and Sunday. The ‘Cinder Trail’ starts from 

outside Debenhams from November 30th is set to continue on a daily basis until New Year’s Eve. This free 

animated trail of six story book settings, each on their own stage, promises to draw people around Weymouth in 

the run up to Christmas. Discounted tickets to the Pavilion pantomime, Cinderella, will be available to those who 

complete the trail.  A further free event – a Victorian Christmas Fayre is promised outside the Palm House Café 

near the Swannery car park on December 14th and 15th. This is set to offer stalls, a stage with live entertainment 

and Santa’s workshop. 

Don’t forget there is also the Chase the Pudding on Weymouth seafront, December 15th for the Will 

Mackaness Trust and for the hardy, Weymouth Lions Club Christmas Day harbour swim for local charities.

Dorset Council car parks in Weymouth will also be free on December 7th & 8th, 14th 15th 21st & 22nd, 26th and 

28th and 29th .   On street parking charges will still apply and people will still have to adhere to terms and 

conditions such as maximum stay in car parks throughout the free December parking dates. 

*******************************************************************************************

FAIR TRADE NEWS FOR CHRISTMAS: The Bridge Fair Trade Shop in Weymouth, staffed by volunteers 

and with all profits donated to charities locally and overseas working for the relief of poverty, wishes to thank its 

volunteers and all of its customers for supporting the shop over the year. It is open for fair trade gifts (except 

Mondays & Sundays) from 10am with an extra shopping day on 23rd December, up until Christmas Eve.  In 

January the shop will open Wednesday to Saturday. Goods from the store will also be at the Christmas in the 

Square event (Hope Square, see above article); The St Nick’s, Upwey, Christmas Fair on December 7th and the 

Christmas Gift and Craft Fair at the Pavilion on Sunday December 8th. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHRISTMAS FUN RUN: A new fundraiser for Weldmar Hospice that pledges a festive run with a difference is 

in Dorchester from 10am on Sunday December 15th. The Frosty 5K on the Great Field, Poundbury, promises a 

‘snowy start’ before runners go through four themed zones – a fog, a cosy fire, some waving snowmen and an 

igloo. For more details see weld-hospice.org.uk.

*******************************************************************************************

DORCHESTER’S CHRISTMAS CRACKER night is on December 5th this year with late night shopping and 

entertainment. The day starts with a craft fair in the Corn Exchange at 4pm, the Christmas Market will be in South 

Street from 5pm; a Lantern Parade will set off from Brewery Square at 6pm and the festive lights will be switched 

on at 6.30pm outside St Peter’s Church. Late night shopping is in Dorchester’s Brewery Square too until 7pm. The 

Christmas period will also see the return of the skating rink in Brewery Square.

*******************************************************************************************

CHESIL BEACH CENTRE: Portland Beach Road, near Ferrybridge. Tel: 01305 206191. Website: 

www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/chesil-beach-centre Open 10am to 4pm. December 1st event: Optics Day – a 

chance to try out binoculars and telescopes. 

*******************************************************************************************

Recent results have seen the first team slip down to ninth place in the Dorset Senior 

League, with the latest result being a 2-1 home defeat to Cobham Sports who are 

currently 10th in the league. Coincidently the reserves are also in ninth position in Dorset 

League 3, however they are currently on an unbeaten five match run having picked up 

nine points in the process.

The club would like to take the opportunity to thank our life president, Terry ‘Pop’ Hind for his recent donation 

and wish him well in the future. At this time we would like to extend seasonal greetings to all our fans and look 

forward to your continued support. We would also like to extend our condolences on behalf of  Mr Barry Talbot, 

who was a long time supporter at The Stalls.                      Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Scoop. 

http://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/chesil-beach-centre


Open all day 
Monday - Saturday

Alfsfishandchips.com    



CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Council’s website for all the latest news is: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk

Office opening times are Monday to Friday, 9.30am to noon.  Telephone: 01305 767458 

Email: townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETINGS: Planning Meeting:  Tuesdays 3rd December and 7th January, 7pm. Planning 

meetings may alter if no plans on due date. Full council meeting: Tuesday 17th December and 21st January 

(January meeting is Precept meeting) 7pm. Members of the public are welcome.

CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. DOG FOULING: Report to the dog 

warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101.

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 

FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 

South Walks) is 251010. HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road 

signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset 

Council.  STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. FLOODING: For 

sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be 

purchased.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010. 

WEBSITE: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS: Water problems: Report to Wessex 

Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help and advice.

WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Both available for hire. Bookings must be made 

through the town council offices on 767458. Sports Pavilion – Has club room and kitchen. Willowbed Hall –

Has a large equipped kitchen, entrance area and cloakrooms. Indoor marquee lining available for weddings.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL NEWS: The draft Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan is approaching 

completion and the council would welcome your thoughts. There will be a public consultation period, during 

which time there will be a chance to review and add further comments. For details on how, when and where to 

find the draft plan, please keep an eye on the website: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/

*******************************************************************************************

ROADSIDE RUBBISH AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 

If your rubbish and recycling roadside collection is normally a THURSDAY, the collection dates over Christmas 

and New Year change to:  Saturday 28th December :  Saturday 4th January : Friday 10th January.

Collections will then revert back to the normal day. 

*******************************************************************************************

DORSET COUNCILLOR SURGERY: The next John Worth surgery is at the library on January 21st 10-12noon.

*******************************************************************************************

On November 10th more than 60 

soldiers from the 23rd Parachute 

Engineer Regiment RE, staying at 

Chickerell Camp, came to pay their 

respects and lay a wreath as part of the 

Remembrance Day service in North 

Square.

Pictures by Simon Humm

THE ARMY AT CHICKERELL WAR MEMORIAL

http://www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk/
mailto:townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping%20or%2001305%20221040
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/




ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET

DECEMBER: Tuesday 3rd: Life in Christ, 7pm. Tuesday 10th Chickerell Academy Christingle, 7pm.

Tuesday 17th : Eucharist, 7pm. Thursday 5th & 12th : Eucharist, 10am.

Sunday 1st: ADVENT I: 8am BCP Communion. 10am Family Service. 6pm Taize Prayer.  

Friday 6th: Community Carols with brass band at Willowbed Hall, 7pm.

Sunday 8th: ADVENT II:  9am Eucharist at Fleet, 10am, Parish Eucharist.

Sunday 15th: ADVENT III: 8am BCP Communion. 10am: Parish Eucharist.

Friday 20th: Carols around the Oak Tree, Greys Road, off Putton Lane, 6.30pm.

Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church, Fleet, 6pm on 21st December, followed by mulled wine & mince pies.

Sunday 22nd: ADVENT IV: 10am Parish Eucharist, 5pm Nativity Tableau with Carols at St Mary’s.

TUESDAY 24th CHRISTMAS EVE: 4pm: Children’s Crib Service. 11.30pm: Midnight Mass.

WEDNESDAY 25th CHRISTMAS DAY: 9am: Parish Eucharist, Holy Trinity, Fleet. 10am: Parish 

Eucharist.

THURSDAY 26th: ST STEPHEN: 10am Eucharist.

FRIDAY 27th: ST JOHN: 10am Eucharist.

Saturday 28th: Holy Innocents: 10am Eucharist.

Sunday 29th: HOLY FAMILY. 10am Parish Eucharist

NO SERVICE TUESDAY 31st DECEMBER 

JANUARY: NO SERVICE THURSDAY 2nd JANUARY

Tuesday 7th January: Life in Christ, 7pm. Tuesday 14th, 21st and 28th: Eucharist, 7pm.

Thursday 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th: Eucharist, 10am.

Sunday 5th : THE EPIPHANY: 8am BCP Communion, 10am tbc.

Sunday 12th: BAPTISM OF CHRIST: 9am Parish Eucharist at Fleet, 10am Parish Eucharist.

Sunday 19th: EPIPHANY II: 8am BCP Communion, 10am Parish Eucharist.

Sunday 26th: EPIPHANY III: 10am Parish Eucharist. 

All services at St Mary’s unless stated. Regular meetings: Photography Club – monthly on the last Wednesday at 

Marshallsay Court Lounge at 7.30pm. Friends Together - at Marshallsay Court lounge, fourth Thursday each 

month at 2pm. January date: 23rd. Beer in the Lugger Inn – Last Monday of each month at 7pm.  All welcome.

Baptism, Weddings and other enquiries: Contact Fr Jeremy Brading.  T: 01305 319369  

jeremybrading@gmail.com www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk

The church family wishes you a Merry Christmas and looks forward to welcoming you at all these services.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH Services at 10.30am Sundays. 
The Methodist Church is on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell & is home to the Ducklings Pre-School.

DECEMBER JANUARY

1st : Tim Wells (Holy Communion)                            5th: Rev John Walker (Covenant Service/Holy Communion)

8th: Pam Woodland/Sue Nicklin                                 12th: Pam Woodland

15th: Jenny McGinlay                                                 19th: Jenny McGinlay/Sue Nicklin

22nd: Rev Gwyneth Owen                                           26th: Angela Gardner

29th: Ray Dean

Carol Service – Wednesday 18th December at 7.30pm. All welcome for an evening of traditional carols & 

readings in the chapel. Come early to ensure a seat. 

Chickerell Methodist Church Events in December and January

Craft and chat is at 2pm on Wednesdays 4 & 18 December and 1st and 15th January. Bring your own craft or 

learn something new and enjoy a cup of tea with like-minded friends. Crafty Sew and Sews will not be meeting in 

December but will restart on 10th and 24th January from 7 – 9.30pm in the hall. New members always welcome.

Christmas Lunch will be on Wednesday 11th December at the Victoria Inn, Knights in the Bottom, 12 for 

12.30pm.  Turkey dinner, Christmas pudding and coffee £15 (pay on the day). Names to Pam (782429) by 5th

December please.  Lunch in Fellowship Together: A shared lunch on 8th January at 1pm followed by a very 

brief Annual General Meeting when the charity to support in 2020 will be decided. 

Tacks and Tea: There will be another Tacks and Tea afternoon on Saturday 18th January at 3pm. A concert by 

the Brass Tacks Band followed by tea. Tickets £6 each from Pam (782429). Please book in advance & pay on day.

CHURCHES PAGE & SERVICES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY – Part 1

mailto:eremybrading@gmail.com
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/


CHURCHES PAGE & SERVICES FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY  Part 2

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:    Sundays: 11am  Breaking of Bread 3.30pm: Gospel Meeting

Wednesdays: 7.15pm  Prayer, Bible Reading or Address

Sunday 22nd December : 3.30pm - Carol Service

Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 

being interpreted is God with us.     Matthew 1 v 23. 

*******************************************************************************************

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

Four o’clock church every Sunday at 4pm. Informal worship with tea, coffee, cakes & children’s activities.

Busy Bees is our toddler group; Fridays at 10am during term time. Craft activities, singing, story and snacks.

Countdown to Christmas Messy Church, 2pm Sunday 1st December. Christmas crafts, activities and 

celebration on the first day of Advent. 

Christmas cinema: Friday 20th December, 5pm. School’s out so start Christmas holidays at the Prayerhouse 

with a Christmas film ‘The Star’. Hotdogs and popcorn (£1.50 charge for food).

Carols by Candlelight, Christmas Eve, 6.30pm. Followed by mince pies and refreshments. 

*******************************************************************************************

ST EDMUNDS CHURCH, LANEHOUSE ROCKS ROAD

Sunday services: 11am Holy Communion                                      4th Sunday of the month: 11am family service.

*******************************************************************************************

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth. 

DECEMBER                                                               JANUARY

1st December J Walker                                         5th January     P Woodland

8th " P Brazier Holy Communion          12th "      P Brazier – Covenant Service & Holy Communion

15th " D Farmer                                        19th "     A Gardner

22nd " G Bumphrey                                   26th "     R Scott

24th " Christingle - 4pm

29th " P Brazier

All services commence at 10.30am followed by tea/coffee to continue in fellowship. All are welcome!

*******************************************************************************************

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA

PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033

Mass: 6pm Saturday 8am Sunday 10am Sunday

******************************************************************************************

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’ 

St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road, Weymouth DT4 8SU.

Welcomes you to our Sunday Services 6pm for 6.15pm start.

Spiritual Healing every Friday 2-3.30pm.

Parking available. Please visit our website for more information www.spiritualistchurchweymouth.com

******************************************************************************************

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Worship service, Sacrament meeting, every Sunday at 10am. All welcome.

Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd, Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9TP.

https://m.facebook.com/Church-of-Jesus-Christ-of-Latter-Day-Saints-Weymouth-Branch-186201288173459/

*******************************************************************************************

QUAKERS: The Society of Friends (Quakers) of Weymouth and Portland meets first and third Sunday of the 

month at the Weymouth Community Safety Centre, Radipole Lane (Fiveways End), Weymouth, DT4 0QF at 

10.30am. Please use the side entrance door which, for security reasons, is only open during the times of 10.15 -

10.40am. For details see Facebook page Quakers Weymouth and Portland or call 01305 788452. All welcome.

http://www.prayerhousechickerell/
http://www.spiritualistchurchweymouth.com/
https://m.facebook.com/Church-of-Jesus-Christ-of-Latter-Day-Saints-Weymouth-Branch-186201288173459/


CONTACT’S CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD
Just for fun – answers nside the back page as usual!

ACROSS:   1.     This Weymouth employer offered liquid refreshment until the mid 1980s. (8 letters)

2.     A Chickerell square and the direct opposite of 3 down. (5 letters)

3.     This flower was Weymouth’s first coastal day tripping paddle steamer in Victorian times. (4 letters)

4.     You will find a well here up river from Weymouth. (5 letters).

5.     Add house and rocks to this word and you have an important local road. (4 letters).

6.     Thomas Hardy loved this landscape and it was the centre piece of his novel Return of the Native. (5 letters)

7.     Back from the sea to a Weymouth watering hole. (7 & 6 letters)

8.     You will find one or two of these in Weymouth marina. (5 letters)

9.     A hill on Chickerell Road remembered in the name of a long established local electrician. (3 letters).

10.   The fine bowed fishing boat specially designed to be launched from Chesil Beach. (6 letters)

11.   Weymouth cinema was converted into this church in 1956. (4 letters).

12. This estate owns most of Abbotsbury. (9 letters)

DOWN    1.   County town. (10 letters)

2.    Conqueror of Maiden Castle. (9 letters)

3.    The name of Dorchester’s main shopping street. (5 letters)

4.    The force that conquered the Durotriges near Dorchester. (5 letters).

5.    This ‘nose’ of chalk is on the edge of Ringstead Bay. (5 & 5 letters).

6.    West Dorset village that has something in common with ‘Wipers’. (4 letters).

7.    Add two across to this and you will find where Weymouth’s Municipal Offices (closed) stand. (4 letters)

8.    Weymouth cinema built into the Jubilee Hall. (6 letters)

9.    The name of the ancient lane now Chickerell’s West Street. (3 letters)

10.  A building full of drama. There were three in Weymouth, only one remains. (7 letters)

11.  This Chapelhay road survived the devastation of the blitz. It is also a notable pattern of stars in the night sky.

12. Spot these Great Northern birds in Portland Harbour each winter. (5 letters).



£12.00

The Turks Head Inn
6 East Street, Chickerell DT3 4DS

Tel: 01305 778565

Christmas Bookings still being taken
Christmas Menu from November 29th to December 24th

Open Christmas Day
Christmas Draw Night Friday 20th December 

commencing 8pm

*************NEW YEAR’S EVE************

Food – our full menu all day

DISCO commencing at 9pm

With optional fancy dress theme

‘down on the farm’

************************************************
EVERY DAY CARVERY 

Mon – Sat: £7.50 12noon to 2.30pm

Sunday - £11.45 12noon until 8.30pm

Take away carvery available

In addition to our TAKE AWAY MENU

Email: turksheadinn@gmail.com

mailto:turksheadinn@gmail.com


NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell

Nick’s Notes on the Night Sky

It is always a pleasure to hear that popular feature on Christmas cards, the Robin, sing high up in the trees in the 

Willowbed field as darkness falls. Robins sing because they are defending their territories and sing near a street 

light which mimics sunlight. The Anglo-Saxons called the Robin Rudduc for the ruddiness of its breast. The old 

Dorset name for the Robin echoes this – Reddock. 

A small flock of Long Tailed Tits were seen flying high over Putton Lane, near the Link Road. These tiny little 

birds really suffer in cold winters and with the ‘Beast from the East’ and snow last year it was a concern how 

many had survived. They are known as ‘flying lollipops’ because of their long tails and small round fluffy bodies, 

and to keep warm they huddle up together. 

A real sign of the colder weather has been the annual return of the Redwings. You can hear them flying overhead 

at night with their distinctive ‘ceep ceep’ call. 

Finally it has been good to hear, in the middle of the night, the tu-whit, tu-whoo call of the Tawny Owl in the 

village once again. Shakespeare even mentioned this stately bird in Love’s Labour’s Lost: ‘And nightly sings the 

staring owl -Tu whit’. It has many other names around the country but my two favourites are one - the Gaelic -

Cailleach oidhche, which means old woman of the night and two - the Ferny Hoolet.

*******************************************************************************************

Astronomical events such as comets, eclipses and planetary conjunctions (when planets appear very close together 

in the sky) have long been held as signs of something momentous happening. Halley’s comet, for instance, was 

supposed to have been taken as a sign of something momentous about to happen in 1066. Whether it was a good 

or bad thing would, I guess, depend on which side you were on!

One ‘celestial event’ associated with this time of year, the subject of lots of debate over the years, is the Star of 

Bethlehem. This phenomenon appeared and guided the three wise men to Bethlehem to bear witness to the birth 

of Jesus. There can be little doubt that some real event happened, and was the genesis of the story, but what was 

that event? Can we, with the benefit of our knowledge today, work it out?

One of the first ideas put forward was the idea of a planetary conjunction. The planets all orbit around the Sun in 

more or less the same plane, which means they move across the night sky, when seen against the starry 

background from our perspective, and, when they catch each other up, can sometimes appear almost inseparable to 

the naked eye. Jupiter and Saturn, say, so close together would have looked spectacular and would have appeared 

to ‘hang in the sky’. If that was in the direction of Bethlehem, from the wise man’s perspective, it could have been 

seen as a sign.

SOLAR WIND

A second suggestion is a comet. When a comet, which is, perhaps, best thought of as a ‘dirty 

snowball’, approaches the Sun, the surface heats up and melts. The Solar Wind (a ‘wind’ of charged particles 

blowing away from the Sun) then blows these particles away from the comet, creating a tail that spreads across the 

sky. This can, in turn, create the appearance of an arrow in the sky, perhaps ‘pointing’ in the direction of the 

foretold event.

The third, and perhaps most likely, suggestion is a supernova. This happens at the end of a star’s life, when it 

explodes with a power that can make it many millions of times brighter than normal. Supernova can appear in the 

night sky very quickly (although not quite overnight!) and take days or even weeks to fade again. It would, again, 

have ‘hung in the sky’ like a celestial signpost.

The truth we will never know. We are trying to see this event through our modern scientific, eyes, and those of 

the observers at the time would have viewed the world, and the sky, through a different lens.

*******************************************************************************************

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT CHRISTMAS 1987 – An article on Santa Claus

…Saint Nicholas was born in Patara in Southern Turkey in the third century AD in what had been an important 

local Roman port but is now a wonderful beach, with the ancient ruins silted up and overgrown.

Saint Nicholas became Bishop of Myra, a great Roman city about 50 miles away, now famous for the tier upon 

tier of tombs cut into the cliff face. The ruins of his Byzantine Cathedral stand in the modern town of Demre 

nearby and a statue of him looks down upon the city, a statue every inch the Father Christmas we all know with 

his sack on his shoulder.

Not only is Saint Nicholas the original Santa Claus but he is also Patron Saint of Russia, Aberdeen, of parish 

clerks and scholars, of pawnbrokers and small boys. He is also invoked by sailors as he once calmed a storm on 

the way to the Holy Land…



KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 

burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.

Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249

Freelance carer/domestic cleaner 

available

Over twenty years experience

CRB checked

Care Certificates available

For more details please contact

Sheila on 07821771901

Email: sheila1986@live.com

mailto:sheila1986@live.com


WEYMOUTH PAVILION (box office 783225 or see weymouthpavilion.com) 

The big show at the Pavilion is the festive pantomime Cinderella, from December 14th to January 4th. Lee 

Redwood is the Fairy Godmother and Gwynfryn West is that cheeky chappy Buttons. It promises lots of family 

fun and there is even an adult only version on January 2nd and 3rd at 8pm.

That’ll Be the Day 2019 Christmas Show with hits and festive classics from the 50s right through to the 1980s is 

all set for 7.30pm on December 1st. 

The Pavilion is also hosting Russian State Ballet and Opera House productions of The Nutcracker on December 

3rd and Don Quixote on December 4th, 

TRIBUTE ACTS include: Michael, Starring Ben, (tribute to Michael Jackson) on December 6th and You Win 

Again, Celebrating the Music of the Bee Gees on December 7th. 

In January productions include: The Story of Guitar Heroes on January 25th and the 25th anniversary tour of 

Circus of Horrors is due at the Pavilion on January 17th.  On February 6th The Banff Mountain Film Festival 

returns for an evening of adventure films, highlighting intrepid explorers in remote corners of the world. 

*******************************************************************************************

FILMS DUE OUT IN LOCAL CINEMAS: The big film out on December 19th is Star Wars, Rise of 

Skywalker. It ends the Skywalker saga that began way back in 1977 and the plot is shrouded in secrecy but 

tortured Kylo Ren will most definitely be a force to be reckoned with. Ultimate Star Wars fans can even see Star 

Wars Episodes 7-9 on December 18th and there will be a one minute past midnight showing on release day of the 

new film at many cinemas across the country.

Also expected in December are 35th anniversary screenings of Gremlins (remember why the girl hated Christmas?) 

and 25th anniversary screenings of a three-part Friends episode – The One With the Anniversary - on December 

8th, 11th and 15th at Weymouth Cineworld.

Streaming of live performances at local cinemas includes: Branagh Theatre Live – The Winters Tale, on 4th

December (not Weymouth Cineworld) Royal Ballet Coppelia, December 10th  

Andre Rieu – 70 Years Young on January 4th and 5th (matinee on 5th) Royal Ballet The Sleeping Beauty on 

January 16th and Opera La Boheme on January 29th.

For prices, latest dates, timings and bookings, check with the local venues – websites are the best bet.

******************************************************************************************

JANUARY FILM NEWS: Sam Mendes’ grandad inspired his film due out in January: Set in real time, 1917 tells 

the story of two soldiers who set out to deliver an important message. If they get through enemy lines, they will 

save the lives of more than a thousand troops…

*******************************************************************************************

The Lugger Inn
Tel: (01305) 766611

Quiz Night - Monday 16th December

MUSIC FOR DECEMBER 

Friday 6th : The Cubes

Saturday 7th : The Undecided

Friday 13th: Darren H

Saturday 14th : Jolly Boys Outing

Friday 20th : Katz

BOXING DAY 3-5pm: X (Leggo) Men

Bar open Christmas Day & Boxing Day
Restaurant closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day

NEW YEAR’S EVE

The Steve Williams Disco 9pm – 1am
MUSIC FOR JANUARY

Friday 31st : Jolly Boys Outing

Movies, theatre and music.. NEWS for DECEMBER & JANUARY



MILITARY WIVES CHRISTMAS CONCERT: St Edmunds Church, Lanehouse,  presents a Christmas 

concert by The Bovington Military Wives choir on Saturday 14th December; £10 a ticket to include 

refreshments, 7pm in the Church. Tickets 01305 787970 or pay on the door.

*******************************************************************************************

CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG: All welcome to a festive get together in the Greenhill Gardens, The Esplanade, 

Weymouth, at 3pm on Sunday 8th December. Christmas songs and carols will be combined with a free festive 

drink and mince pie. Note: As the event is outside, it is weather dependent. A Friends of Greenhill Gardens event 

www.greenhill-gardens.co.uk

*******************************************************************************************

FOLK SESSIONS : Acoustic/Folk Sessions: Victoria Inn (Knights in the Bottom), 1st Friday of the month, every 

month, at 8pm. Pilgrim House, Hope Square, Weymouth, 1st Tuesday of the month, every month, at 8pm*.

(*except December, starting at 7.30pm with dancing from Festus Derriman Morris Side outside, weather 

permitting) Wyke Smugglers, Portland Road, 4th Tuesday of the month at 8pm except December when the 

session is on Tuesday 17th December. Come and sing a song, play a tune, join in, or just sit back and enjoy the 

music.

All styles of folk/acoustic music welcome. For further details contact Gill, ring 01305 783950, or Text 

07866757821. Also weekly sessions, every Wednesday at the Sailor’s Return, Weymouth, and the Old Town Hall, 

Weymouth on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 7.30pm.

*******************************************************************************************

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – DECEMBER 1987

• The Parish Council reported that the November meeting ‘was held in the usual chilly conditions at Chickerell 

School. Local Government wheels sometimes move rather slowly and it is hoped that heating will be 

provided for the December meeting’.

• Chickerell Youth Club decided to put in a burglar alarm after a break in and the football club reported that 

vandals had smashed the glass in one of their changing room doors.

• Chickerell Methodist Chapel expressed concern that children were playing in the buildings in the chapel car 

park: ‘May we point out to parents that some of these buildings are very dangerous…’

• Dorset County Council had asked the Parish Council not to plant any more trees along Chickerell Road: ‘The 

Parish Council would have liked to plant trees along the entire length of Chickerell Road to create an 

‘avenue’ effect. Dorset County Council will not agree to this as the trees hamper the cutting of grass verges 

with a tractor mounted mower, the leaves from the trees block gutters and drains and cause flooding and 

strong winds blow the trees down. However, the Parish Council are to plant a further 26 trees this year, 

(1987) mainly in people’s gardens, and an order for the planting of these trees has been made.’

• A Contact reader explained how he used to rear poultry for Christmas in the 1940s and 1950s, fattening them 

up about six weeks before the big day with mash, Sack Wheat, Flaked Maize, loads of boiled potatoes and 

even putting a lantern in the chicken house so that they could see to eat at night.  They were killed before 

Christmas and frosty weather was hoped for as there were no fridges. Anyone wanting a plucked and dressed 

chicken paid 2/6d extra (12 and a half pence).

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – JANUARY 1988

• The parish council said a planning application for 59 homes had been put in for the junction of School Hill and 

Lower Putton Lane: “This field has had planning permission for many years and the plans now received 

modifies the old plans.”

• The council added that it was difficult to think of new roads for new developments: “New names should not be 

similar to any in Chickerell or Weymouth and have to be acceptable to the developers as well as West Dorset 

District Council. It is West Dorset who finally settles the name but normally the Parish Council is asked for 

suggestions. The old name of the field being developed is usually considered and, often, if it is suitable, is 

adopted. Many of the old Chickerell surnames have been used on developments in the area, ie., Randall, 

Rashley, Rex, Spiller and Marshallsay.” 

• The district council was compiling a ‘list of local characters’ who would be willing to take part in films and 

documentaries made in or about Dorset: “Apparently there is a growing demand from film producers for these 

people and often none can be found.”

• Chickerell Football Club said its Boxing Day match for present and ex-players ended in a three all score ‘and 

this emphasises the spirit of the game’. The 1987 team played in red and the ex-players played in yellow. 

Music extra .. NEWS for DECEMBER & JANUARY

http://www.greenhill-gardens.co.uk/


THE EARLY DOCTORS SURGERY AT CHICKERELL – In the 1900s.

Contact wishes to thank the Chickerell resident who gave us this article for our Christmas edition

Early in the 1900s there was no resident doctor prior to Dr Facey coming to live in the village in 1912, but there 

was a surgery twice a week at Annie Oldridge’s Alma Cottage on Garston Hill, where she had made her front 

room into a surgery, complete with medicine chest, which was kept up to date by Eva Matson, who worked at 

Shelley Richard’s chemist in St Mary Street in Weymouth. On the days that the doctor was due, which was 

Mondays and Thursdays, Annie would be dressed in a white wrap around apron with a white starched apron in 

front of that, and would assist the doctor when needed. 

DOCTOR ALEXANDER LANE

Doctor Alexander Lane, a physician and surgeon, who had a practice in Weymouth, would arrive originally in a 

horse and trap, but later in a chauffeur driven small Riley open tourer car, which never had the roof up, no matter 

what the weather was. This, of course, was no different to when he used to arrive by pony and trap. This was the 

reason he always wore an overcoat, which when he had a cold, would have a towel hanging from his pocket to 

blow his nose in.

There was no waiting for appointments or treatment in those days, as Annie Whittenbury, who lived in North 

Square, found out when she had to ask Doctor Lane to call to see her infant son Jack. The doctor promptly arrived 

and said he needed circumcising. When she asked him what should she do, he said boil plenty of water and scrub 

the kitchen table. You can guess what came next; with the kitchen scrubbed and plenty of hot water, which came 

from the large black kettles on the old kitchen range, he circumcised the baby there and then on the table. Job 

done, no waiting for hospital appointments.  

DOCTOR CHARLES FACEY

Doctor Lane still had a surgery at Alma Cottage in the 1920s and is mentioned in the 1920s Kellys Guide. 

(business directory) Doctor Charles Facey, who was also a physician and surgeon, was holding a surgery at the 

same time at The Elms in East Street. He also used a pony and trap. In the early days his pony was named Bob and 

later he carried out his rounds by motor bike and sidecar. His surgery was entered by the back door. You did not 

have to explain yourself to a receptionist at either surgery to get to see the doctors. 

Doctor Facey came to Chickerell in 1912 and later took on Dr Barnes as his assistant in the 1930s. Doctor Facey 

was the first resident village doctor and was succeeded by Dr Barnes, who lived and had his surgery at Fairfield 

House on Putton Lane.

*******************************************************************************************



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERT

POWER YOGA class 6 - 7pm, Aerobics + Body Conditioning class 7.30 – 8.30pm on Mondays, Total Body 

Conditioning 7 – 8pm on Thursdays, all held at the Dance Studio, Budmouth Community Sports Centre. Power 

Yoga 9.30 – 10.30am  and Primetime Yoga & Gentle Exercise Class 11am - 12pm, both held on Wednesdays at 

St Andrew's Church Rooms, Preston. Contact Jo Damen 01305 815847 or 07518364953 or just come along.

**********************************************************************************************************************************

Crossword answers: ACROSS: 1. Devenish 2. North. 3. Rose. 4. Upwey. 5. Lane 6. Heath. 7. Sailors Return. 8. Yacht. 9. 

Pye. 10. Lerret. 11. Regent. 12. Ilchester. 

DOWN: 1. Dorchester. 2. Vespasian. 3. South. 4. Roman. 5. White Nothe. 6. Eype. 7. Quay. 8. Regent. 9. Cow. 10. Theatre. 

11. Orion. 12. Diver. 

Gardening Notes for December

Recent winds have rocked plants and loosened their roots: check they are firmly pressed back in. 

Heavy rain has water-logged lawns: spike the soggy areas with a fork to increase drainage. Put sharp sand 

into the fork holes. Do not walk on lawns when frosty.

Cut off all foliage just above ground level on Peonies and other herbaceous plants. Cover the crowns with a 

couple of inches of compost to keep them dry and protected from frost. Removing excess leaves from 

hellebores reduces blackspot and makes the flowers more visible.

Acers can be gently pruned into shape after leaf fall. Bare-rooted plants and trees should be planted now to 

give them time to settle during winter. Roses in particular benefit from this and are much cheaper to buy. 

Root cuttings can be taken from Poppies (Papaver), Primulae and Phlox while dormant. Hardwood cuttings 

from shrubs can be potted up. Seeds from our native trees gathered now should be ‘stratified’ - they require 

a spell of frosty weather to start the germination process. Do this by mixing them with sand, putting them 

into a plant pot and leaving outside over winter, then sow in spring. If we don’t have any frost during the 

winter, then they will need a week in the freezer!

Indoor plants require very little water while light is low. Check for whitefly and other sheltering pests. Red 

spider mite can be reduced by putting plants out in the cold (above 5 degrees c) for an hour or two.

Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

******************************************************************************************************************

CAN YOU HELP READ EASY WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND? Read Easy, the charity that helps adults 

learning to read, is in need of volunteer administrators and managers, including co-ordinators to oversee the 

charity’s reading pairs, plus people who can seek out and organise suitable premises for readers and their coaches. 

For more information please contact Hilary on weymouthandportland@readeasy.org.uk

mailto:weymouthandportland@readeasy.org.uk


We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified


