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Photo shows (above) the view looking over towards the electricity sub station 
from the footpath by the new Fry’s estate. Spot the daffodils in bloom! Right: 
Some cheerful spring flowers for our readers to enjoy.

We are living in difficult times
Take care, stay safe and

Be aware of your elderly neighbours

There is no diary 
this month as 

so much has been 
cancelled. We hope 
normal service will 
be resumed as soon 

as possible!



HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road, Chickerell (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: Ian Gardner, Strawberry Cottage, 3 Butter Street, Moonfleet (01305) 760665.
ian_c_gardner.t21@btinternet.com : Please contact Ian if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield, Chickerell (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please 
send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement 
please. If sending an email, please ensure you put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject 
heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to include a telephone number for queries. Letters and editorial 
contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.
Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 
compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 
amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 
Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
Please seek advice from the compiler about ad setting. Simple works best and a simple electronic version works 
far better than scanned copy. 
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &
Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you 
do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine 
including past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk
See our first news page for information on appointments. Do not go out, go into the surgery OR ATTEND 
HOSPITAL if you have a high temperature or new, continuous cough. Stay at home.
MEDICAL HELP WHEN DOCTORS SURGERY IS CLOSED: Emergency Care Service: Dial 111. 
If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL INFORMATION
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester. All serious injuries should go here. 
Injuries less serious to WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community 
Hospital, Melcombe Avenue, 8am to 8pm seven days a week (x ray available). Can book appointments via 111 
service or via GP practices. Remember, minor urgent issues to Weymouth, anything more serious to Dorchester. 

We are publishing Contact for April and hopefully delivering to everyone. Thank you to all our advertisers and 
agents for supporting us at this time.
To attend any meeting or function please check with the organisers first.
The Turks Head and local stores are offering a delivery service.
Chickerell Town Council office is closed and there will be no meetings until further notice.
Finally, looking back to April 1988’s Contact – as you will see in the magazine this month – I was co-opted onto 
what was then Chickerell Parish Council. You will also see in the same article that West Dorset District Council’s 
Chief Planning Officer said in 1988 that he would resist any further large scale development in future in 
Chickerell. What happened there!
Due to the current situation, we hope to get your Contact out to you next month; if not we are always online.
Take care and stay safe; with very best wishes to you all,

John Dean



CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION From Chickerell Town Council: If you have any concerns see the 
national website www.gov.uk/coronavirus or advice on how to protect yourself on www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
General advice at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk

**********************
OTHER INFORMATION: If you do not have internet access, listen to local radio (Radio Solent has information 
every quarter to and quarter past the hour – if you are not sure how to tune in to find it, click through all your 
television channels – it can be found on the TV) or tune in to the main TV news at normal times for the latest 
isolation advice.
Wyke Regis & Lanehouse Surgery (with Chickerell surgery) is urging people to visit its website for electronic 
consultations (E Consult) on the website – at www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk as due to staff 
shortages answering the phone may take time. The surgery says on its website that it should respond to E Consults 
by close of business the following working day and it is endeavouring to keep its website and social media up to 
date with guidance: “We urge the community not to panic. Any patient requiring same day medical assistance 
will receive it. 
“We have contingencies in place to help us meet increased demand with the potential spread of the virus. 
“We will need to reduce the number of face to face sessions we hold and replace these with telephone 
consultations and E Consult where possible. With this in mind it is particularly important that you ensure we have 
your up to date mobile telephone number and email address and that you give us permission to communicate with 
you in this manner.

*******************************************************************************************
HOME DELIVERIES: Chickerell’s village shop in East Street is offering deliveries within the village if you 
need it. There will be a charge, depending on what is required. For more details call the shop on 01305 520573.  
The Turks Head in East Street has a take away menu, which it  has operated for some time. At the time of going to 
press, it would deliver within a 1.5 mile radius of The Turks with payment over the phone when ordering. There is 
a minimum delivery charge of £7.00.
Please contact our advertisers in Contact for advice over the phone or email or see their websites (if 
applicable) if you need them. Local businesses need our support. 

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM CHICKERELL’S LITTER PREVENTION & CURE TEAM: From Brian: After 19 years 
the team feels its main litter campaign has been a success and run its course, although there will always be a need 
to litter pick for litter accidents and after strong winds, so this will continue along with organized litter picks. The 
team started off in 2001 and raising support was difficult but Brian says a breakthrough came when Chickerell 
Primary School gave the children homework to think of a slogan and design posters for the campaign. The parents 
also got involved. Residents were asked in the parish plan about litter – the  majority were concerned - and local 
MP Oliver Letwin added his support. Extra litter bins were provided and residents were leafleted outlining the 
facts about litter and encouraging discussion. The Find a Bin and Put It In campaign succeeded in reducing the 
amount of litter in the village as the years went by: “We believe this was due to our litter policy to involve every 
one. Litter attracts more litter. So it was suggested to residents to pick up litter around their home including the 
pavement and kerb. It only takes seconds to pick up a handful of litter. It’s been proven that clean areas attracts 
less litter. A successful campaign deserves special thanks to all those mentioned including you the people of 
Chickerell for putting common sense into practice; Contact Magazine for making people aware the campaign and 
all the people involved in the litter team over the years. The litter team still encourages the community to continue 
to take pride in the place we live.”     

*******************************************************************************************
WATCH OUT FOR PHONE SCAMS: Dorset Police is warning that older people across the county have had 
phone calls from people claiming to be the police or the fraud squad. For information and advice about scams in 
Dorset, go to the Fraud Alert page of the local police website – www.dorset.police.uk/fraud. To contact Action 
Fraud call 0300 123 2040.
Anyone who has information about the scams or who wishes to report an offence can contact Dorset Police at 
www.dorset.police.uk, via email 101@dorset.pnn.police.uk or by calling 101. Alternatively, contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via www.crimestoppers-uk.org.



CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722



More news, events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: In view of the virus situation, the Village Café in March was cancelled, and the 
café due to take place on April 18th has also been cancelled.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: We normally meet on the first Thursday of each month at the 
Marquis of Granby on the Chickerell Road.
Janice and Gordon and their staff really spoiled us with the roast beef last month. It melted in our mouths and was 
delicious. 
For any queries please phone Ann on 783002 or Janet on 750232.

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS AND EVENTS FROM ST MARY’S: Our Coffee Morning at Marshallsay Court on 10th March, in aid 
of the church flowers throughout the year, raised the sum of £140, so thank you to all who helped and all who 
came.
We have had to cancel our Quiz on 21st March, but may be able to reschedule it, when the virus is deemed to have 
run its course. Our next booked Quiz is on October 17th.
If outdoor events are allowed in late May, we shall have our Books and Plants and Bric-a-Brac stalls at 11 Randall 
Close on Bank Holiday Monday 25th May.

*******************************************************************************************
SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: Normally holds weekly Ceilidh Dance Practices at Willowbed 
Hall on Monday evenings, 7.45 to 9.45pm. New members are always welcome. £2.50 per session to include 
tea/coffee. You do not need a partner. Learn easy Ceilidh and Scottish Country dances. The society also holds St 
Andrews Day Celebrations, Burns Night Dinner Dances, Ceilidhs and other events. Due to the virus 
situation and the closure of Willowbed Hall, if you need details about the group 
please see the website: www.southdorsetcaledonians.org or email the secretary at: sdcssec@btinternet.com
For Ceilidh dancing contact: Frank 01305 783325.

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: There is a new freephone number to call if consumer 
advice is needed or to report something to trading standards. It is 0808 223 1133. The service is funded by central 
Government and is the first point of contact for anyone needing help over poor trading or unsatisfactory goods and 
replaces the previous number – 03454 04 05 06 - which will still work, advising people calling of the new number.
For more details see the Dorset Council website – dorsetcouncil.gov.uk – and view the Trading Standards website.

*******************************************************************************************
RECYCLING REMINDERS:  Remember you cannot put the following in the roadside recycling bin: Milk/juice 
cartons (known as Tetrapacks); foil and foil items, plastic/carrier bags, crisp bags, clingfilm, wrapping and film 
from food packaging and non-compostable coffee cups (compostable cups need to go on compost, not in bins).
All glass to go in glass box and all food to go in food bin. Remember you can put bathroom items such as shaving 
foam tins and plastic shampoo bottles in your green top roadside recycling bin.

*******************************************************************************************

A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



£12.00



COFFEE MORNING CLUB. Normally Wednesdays 10am – 12noon at Safewise (next door to fire station in 
Radipole Lane). We welcome everyone and what an exciting year we have had so far. We have had home made 
fruit cake, cheese and savoury biscuits, ginger cake, lemon and sugar pancakes and Florentines.
We do have mystery outings booked throughout the year. For any queries, please phone Ann on 783002.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB from Brian: The advice is to avoid all social contact therefore all walks are 
cancelled until further notice. Unfortunately this included the walk planned for 25th March. Over the years 
members have been shown the local paths - so there is no need to stop walking. Instead of walking in a group -
walk alone!
Take care - see you in the autumn!

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL AND CHARLESTOWN TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD. The March event was cancelled and 
the next event was due to be on Monday 20th April, normal time of 10.30am at Marshallsay Court. Members will 
be contacted about this event if necessary.

*******************************************************************************************
TEA DANCE at the Willowbed Hall on the first Friday of each month, 2-4pm: The tea dances are 
cancelled as from April 3rd until further notice. 

*******************************************************************************************
MARSHALLSAY COURT SOCIAL CLUB: Under normal circumstances Bingo every Monday, except Bank 
Holidays, at 7pm.  Bingo at Marshallsay Court on Wednesdays too - doors open 1pm, eyes down 1.30pm. 

******************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH & HOLZWICKEDE TWINNING SOCIETY was due to meet on Friday 24th April in St 
Andrews Church Hall, Preston, Weymouth. Due to the Coronavirus and Government guidelines, we 
have cancelled all meetings until further notice. We look forward to resuming normal activities as 
soon as it is safe to do so.

*******************************************************************************************

More news, events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

Open  
Monday - Saturday

Alfsfishandchips.com    



CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
NEWS: CHICKERELL LIBRARY CLOSED AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS DUE TO VIRUS 
SITUATION.  All events at the library discontinued for now. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE: NORMALLY (phone numbers and times left in if 
you need to contact people): Monday: 3.30- 6.30pm: Weymouth School of Ballet (Lisa 07703463974). Evening, 
7.30 – 9pm: Line & Partner Dancing with Dixie Six (772668). Tuesday: 4-6pm Weymouth School of Ballet (Lisa 
07703463974). Wednesday: 7.30-9.30pm: Line & Partner Dancing with Dixie Six (772668). Thursday: 
Evenings – Girl Guiding UK (Eleanor 07847763191). Saturday: Dog Training with The Pet Experience (Sarah 
07769705807).  
NEWS from Marion:  “We are sorry to have to inform anyone who comes to our Whist and Bingo events at the 
hall - that due to the present situation with the Coronavirus - the committee has made the decision to postpone 
these for the foreseeable future. We have quite a few vulnerable people attend and it would be irresponsible not to 
take some kind of precaution following the Government’s advice. Obviously, we will review the situation on a 
month-to-month basis and will keep you informed in both Contact and on our Facebook page. We do hope that 
you all agree with this decision and look forward to being able to re-start these events in the not too distant future. 
Maintenance of the hall still continues and the T-bar has recently been re-decorated and very nice it looks too -
thanks Robbie! 
As usual any queries regarding the hall please contact Joe or myself Marion on 01305 761744. Keep safe and 
well.”
*******************************************************************************************

RADIPOLE & SOUTHILL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Was set to meet at the Southill Community 
Centre on Monday 20th April with a representative from the Gardens Group (which includes Poundbury Garden 
Centre) on Gardening for Climate Change. Further information can be obtained on 01305 788939.

*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Trading Post will be CLOSED until further notice. Most of our volunteers are vulnerable and now in 
isolation, so we are unable to staff the shop. We must comply with Government advice.
Sadly, we have cancelled the coach trip to Powderham Castle - all big events are cancelled. Anyone who has 
bought tickets will be refunded - if you need the money before we re-open, please get in touch. Hopefully, we will 
be able to go to RHS Garden Wisley in August instead.
The time limit for renewing Memberships will be extended and stakeholder status maintained for as long as 
necessary.
The committee is working from home, so contact for more information is enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or answerphone 
01305 759668. We wish you all well in these times of uncertainty.

*******************************************************************************************

Events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies (continued)

As most people are now aware all football, including those at grass roots level, have been
suspended until further notice. It is not known at this time, when or indeed if, any outstanding
fixtures of the Dorset Leagues will be completed for the season 2019-2020. The committee of
Chickerell United would like to thank all supporters and sponsors that have supported us this
season and look forward to your continued support next season, whenever that may
commence. At a recent committee meeting a decision was also taken to cancel the Easter
Bingo scheduled for April 3rd at the Willowbed Hall. On behalf of Chickerell United Football
Club we send our very best wishes and hope you keep safe in these worrying times.

Scoop

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL UTD FC
The Stalls, East Street, Chickerell



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday

WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



More news, events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

CHICKERELL VILLAGE SHOW 2020: The annual Village Show is planned for Saturday 25th July at 
Willowbed Hall, from 12.30 to 4pm, alongside Picnic in the Park. Come along and enter your flowers, vegetables, 
handicrafts, photographs, home-baking and more. Dedicated children’s section for our younger participants. 
Contact Kate Williams (07792 426135) or Rachel Bennett (07919 168749) for a copy, or more details. Staging of 
classes will take place from 6pm to 7pm on Friday 24th July and from 8am to 10.30am on Saturday 25th July.  
Judging will take place at 10.45am on Saturday 25th July.  Could all previous winners please ensure that trophies 
are polished and returned by 10am on Saturday 25th July, or earlier by prior appointment.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
*******************************************************************************************
SUCCESS FOR REPAIR CAFÉ:  Weymouth’s Repair Café is celebrating after it came in the top three in the 
country-wide Big Fix 2020. Sixty-six repair cafes took part in the February event, despite being hit by Storm 
Dennis which reduced the number of people seeking help. More than 150 items were seen by the Weymouth 
repairers in a specially extended session with more than 75 per cent of all the items brought in fixed.
“We saw 64 items for repair in the March cafe. It was just the right number to keep us all busy. Due to the threat 
of Coronavirus, we are closing Repair Cafe Weymouth until further notice. We’ll still be posting on Facebook to 
keep interest alive https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeWeymouth/
Stay safe all of you and we'll hope to see you again soon!”
Website: https://repaircafeweymouth.org/
*******************************************************************************************
HELP FOR VOLUNTEER GROUPS: Dorset Community Action (DCA) says it is available for local charity 
and community groups that need help in current times: “We have set up a dedicated helpline to answer questions 
you may have regarding Coronavirus and your organisation – open between 11am & 4pm on 01202 847609.”

*******************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS:  Phone numbers and contact details if you need to them: 
Social group – Wednesdays at St Edmund’s Church Hall. Email: valtom123@btinternet.com 265177 Beginners 
class - Thursdays at Southill Community Centre with RSCDS qualified teacher. Email: 
grajudseymour@hotmail.com 833660. 

*******************************************************************************************
WDHS RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP: All meetings cancelled until further notice. A meeting was due on 
Thursday 2nd April at 2pm in the Boys Brigade Hall, Sawmills Lane, Dorchester for Anna Shapter’s talk: ‘My 
Life as a Cruise Director on Soviet cruise vessels during the Cold War’. The West Dorset Health Service 
Retirement Fellowship was set up 40 years ago for retired employees of the Health Service and their partners 
living in Dorset and normally meets on the first Thursday of every month except August and December. 

******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
INFORMATION: During April we were looking forward to our Easter Fayre which was to be held at Willowbed 
Hall on Saturday 4th April from 10am-12noon with a raffle, tombola and many other stalls. The Singing Stars from 
Chickerell Primary Academy were to perform. The aim was to raise money for essential resources for the children. 
Our committee had also organised an Easter Egg Hunt around the village, which was sponsored by AJ electricals. 
Entry sheets with cryptic clues on were available for £1 from Ducklings and it was set to take place from Monday 
30th March – Monday 13th April. Posters were due to be hidden around the village to spell out a word! Sadly, 
both events have had to be cancelled. 
For further information please call Michelle or Sharon.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES
For any information please contact Clare Ash 01305 773103.
or contact pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk





ELECTRICITY BILL SAVING AT LIBRARY: A lady from Dorchester has benefitted from free digital 
sessions on how to change suppliers online and has managed to save more than £450 a year on energy bills.
The lady was assisted online by a Digital Champion volunteer at Dorchester Library and found a deal that would 
help her be more than £40 a month better off. Digital Champions work in libraries across the county to help people 
get to grips with online services and Chickerell Community Library has its own Digital Champions to guide local 
folk in need of a hand. 
*******************************************************************************************

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – APRIL 1988
• ‘That well-known Editor of a certain local magazine, Mr John Dean’, was co-opted onto Chickerell Parish 

Council.
• The draft Weymouth area local plan was discussed at the parish council: ‘Chickerell is grouped with 

Weymouth in this plan when assessing the housing requirements for the area. The parish council feels that 
Chickerell cannot absorb any more housing and West Dorset District’s Chief Planning Officer has confirmed 
that he would strongly resist any more large scale development at Chickerell. The parish council strongly 
supported the route of the old Portland railway line as the best route for the proposed Portland relief road. The 
other proposals would have brought much more traffic onto Radipole Lane and Lanehouse Rocks Road and this 
would affect Chickerell residents in Cobham Drive and the Littlesea estate. The parish council also re-affirmed 
their determination to resist any changes in the Weymouth borough boundary which would mean any part of 
Chickerell would be taken over by Weymouth. This is not actually proposed by the draft plan but it does 
contain a hint of this for the future’.

• Numerous bulk refuse skips were to be placed around Chickerell in April 1988 by the parish council ‘for bulky 
household rubbish such as cookers, mattresses and doors’ but warned there should be no abuse of the skips, 
which had happened in the past, with vans filled with rubbish dumping their whole contents in the skips, 
adding: ‘If you are demolishing a garage etc., please hire your own skip.’

• The annual meeting of Fleet Parish was to be held at Moonfleet Manor Hotel in April 1988.
• Under Methodist Church News, the death of Vera Green, a stalwart of the Sunday School and assistant 

organist, was noted, with the Editor adding he had happy memories of childhood days at Mrs Green’s Sunday 
School. 

• Chickerell United Football Club reported a spirited performance at Moreton in the quarter finals of the South 
West Cup, losing by the only goal scored with about four minutes left on the clock. A final request on the 
report was to ask village vandals to spare the changing rooms any more damage: ‘one has to see what can be 
achieved by irresponsible people to believe it’.

• Chickerell with Fleet Mothers Union reported its February 1988 meeting had to be postponed because of bad 
weather. 

• Contact printed a recipe for Harvo Tea Bread – a kind of malt loaf, which had to be cooked in a slow oven for 
one and a half hours.

• A reader found an old Dorset Daily Echo dated 24 November 1932 which included a report on a ‘smoking 
concert’ held by the Chickerell Court Lodge of the RAOB in aid of  the children’s Christmas treat, in the lodge-
room at the Fisherman’s Arms (which used to be in Lower Putton Lane).

• Another reader sent this in, about getting old: ‘My hearing aid is excellent, my dentures never pain, bi-focals fit 
me splendidly but sometimes I miss my brain’.

*******************************************************************************************

More news and events

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified



CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.
CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings suspended at time of going to press.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS Received by town council since last issue of Contact:
WD/D/19/002924: 8 Elliott Way, Chickerell: Erection of single storey extension and raise height of existing 
garden wall.
WD/D/20/000069: Land parcels south of 6 to 12 and 103-117 Cobham Drive: Formation of 36 car parking spaces 
and access footpaths.
WD/D/19/000770: Value House Stores, Mandeville Road: The demolition of existing buildings and the erection 
of 37 dwellings with associated works, including garages, parking, landscaping, open space, footpath links and 
junction improvements at the junction of  Mandeville Road and Camp Road – (Variation of  Condition 1 of 
planning approval WD/D/16/000691 to allow amendments to the external appearance) (Amended scheme)
*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the 
next two months. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************



KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.
Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249



DO YOU WANT ACCESS IMPROVED AROUND WEYMOUTH? Weymouth & Portland Access Group 
was set up with the objective of improving accessibility to goods, services, and the environment generally, for 
people with disabilities and those caring for young children: The next meeting was due at The Safewise Centre, 
next to Weymouth Fire Station on Monday 20th April.  “We are keen to be in touch with people who are 
interested in improving accessibility in and around the area, or have concerns. You can visit our website 
http://www.weymouth-access.co.uk and/or follow us on Facebook, or call our Secretary David Harris on 01305 
772286 or me, Mike Kelly, on 01305 775363.” 

*******************************************************************************************
COULD YOU HELP A CHILD TO READ?  Did you know it is estimated one in four children cannot reach the 
reading standard expected of them by the time they are ready to leave primary school?  Schools are struggling with 
resources and many parents have no spare time to help.  Schoolreaders, however, is a national charity which 
recruits, matches and supports reading volunteers to help under 11s at no cost to the school. It currently has more 
than 1,000 volunteers in more than 500 schools in England and local schools have now signed up to see if the 
charity can help them. No experience is needed, just a good command of English language and a spare hour or two 
a week in term time. Anyone who is interested can call the charity on 01234 924 222 or complete the online 
application via the Schoolreaders website:  schoolreaders.org 

*******************************************************************************************
NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell: The weather has continued to cause a bit of a problem 
for nature watching but it is noticeable that as soon as the sun does come out, the birds make the most of it. 
Two male Stonechats were spotted down by Hungerhill Garage at the end of Lower Putton Lane. These distinctive 
little birds have a black head with little white patches on their necks and a chestnut coloured breast. Their hard 
note clink of two stones coming together is their alarm call – and gives them their name - although they have a 
twittering, squeaky song. Their love of gorse and moorland has led to them being called Furze Hacker in 
Hampshire and Moor Titling in Yorkshire. Wordsworth called the Stonechat a ‘restless bird’ as it tends to hop 
along the hedge or fence. When it does stop, it has a tendency to flick its tail, let out a few notes of song and give a 
little shrug. 

CHEERFUL AND CHATTY
Great Tits have also been seen and heard along the hedgerows in Putton Lane and by the school. These distinctive 
birds have a glossy black head and a black stripe that runs right down the centre of their bright yellow chests and a 
blue/grey back with touches of white on the wings. They also have the distinctive big white cheeks as can be seen 
on the smaller sized members of their family - Coal Tits and Blue Tits. The song of a Great Tit has been described 
as cheerful and chatty and because it has so many variations, it is said that if you hear a birdsong you cannot 
identify in woodland, chances are it will be a Great Tit. 

STARLINGS
Starlings continue to be seen hopping through the wet grass and the Blackbird, with its lovely tuneful and melodic 
song, can be heard on a good night singing up in the trees around the Willowbed, joining the Robin that is still 
singing well near streetlights as darkness falls. 
A Kestrel has also been seen again, flying in and around the entrance to the Water Gardens in Putton Lane.

FLOWERS
Finally as the wild flowers in the hedgerows start to bloom, the dawn chorus has begun – not as clear as it used to 
be in the village centre as more housing surrounds us – and the gulls are thinking of mating and nesting on the 
rooftops, becoming more noisy in the early mornings once again. 

*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU KNOW THAT:  
• In Roman times Radipole Lake was a stretch of water boarded by shingle and sand on the sea side with the 

higher ground to the north, just up from Greenhill. It was probable the Romans used the area of water as a 
harbour, beaching their boats on the northern shore up by what is now Radipole village.

• During the 12th century Weymouth & Melcombe (Regis) belonged to the Manor of Wyke. The church of St 
Swithun at Winchester was, at this time, in charge of the manor at Wyke.

• When the Royalists occupied Weymouth for nearly a year during the English Civil War, a Royal Mint was set 
up locally.

More News…



WEYMOUTH PAVILION (box office 783225 or see weymouthpavilion.com) Has announced (as of 17th

March) that all events and shows have been postponed until the end of April. The situation will be 
reviewed on May 1st.  Dorchester Odeon also closed for the foreseeable future on the same day; Dorchester 
Plaza and Cineworld closed ‘for the foreseeable future’ the day after. Keep an eye out for their re-opening on their 
websites and social media pages.
*******************************************************************************************
FILMS DUE OUT THIS MONTH: Films due to come out in April (that will be re-scheduled, it is expected, for 
later in the year): A re-make of The Secret Garden, with Colin Firth and Julie Walters and  Dreamhorse, starring 
Toni Collette. It’s all about a cleaner/bar worker who decides her race horse is going to get to the top of the game. 
******************************************************************************************
NEWS IN GENERAL: The latest James Bond film due to come out this month has had its premiere postponed 
until November. Peter Rabbit 2’s release last month has also been delayed and the Chesil Rocks festival at 
Langton Herring has been cancelled, along with Glastonbury (until next year). Fans of the Eurovision Contest 
are very disappointed as that is not happening either this year.
You may, therefore, be interested in the DVDs due out in April which include The Elephant Man – 40th

anniversary edition, that classic David Lynch film starring John Hurt, due to be released on April 6th.
Les Miserables, The Staged Concert starring Michael Ball and Alfie Boe, is also due to be released on April 6th.   
If you missed Frozen II – with the further adventures of Princesses Elsa and Anna - at the cinema, it was due to be 
released on DVD on March 30th.  It is already out on download, if you are able to do this. Whodunnit fans would 
also be keen to know they should be able to get their hands on the Knives Out DVD as from March 30th . It stars 
Daniel Craig as the detective plus many other famous faces. 
*******************************************************************************************
HOME ENTERTAINMENT: Time to get out board games if you have any. Fish out that jigsaw puzzle from the 
loft (hoping no pieces are missing); Remember Patience, noughts and crosses, hangman, charades and how about 
cat’s cradle for the real older ones among us. Remember that? Basically it involves making patterns with a ball of 
wool in your hands, hooking wool around fingers, from what I remember!  There are set to be lots of repeats on 
TV so hopefully some golden oldies will return to cheer us up. Soap fans will be disappointed as live filming stops 
for now. Put on old favourites instead, especially ones that are easy to watch such as The Good Life & The Vicar 
of Dibley (They are on DVD). Now is the time to read that novel you’ve always wanted to and never had time 
before or take up birdwatching from your window. Listen out for the dawn chorus if you can’t sleep in the early 
morning – it’s a real tonic. And there has never been a better time to phone a friend.

*******************************************************************************************

The Lugger Inn
Tel: (01305) 766611

Unfortunately we have had to cancel 

our quiz and live music for April due 

to the current situation.

Please call us for any information 

you might need.

****

Normal service will be resumed as 

soon as possible!

Entertainment for the month of APRIL



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET
No Church Services: The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have indicated that all acts of Public Worship are 
suspended. This includes all Sunday services. We do not know when they can start up again. Following 
Government advice, we are also unable to meet socially or for any form of church meeting. Unfortunately the 
church building will remain closed, on account of the building works.  Please pray at home. 
Don’t feel alone! Caring for one another:  The Church Wardens and I have set up several groupings of church 
family members. By being part of this, every church family member will have a person who will be a point of 
contact for all aspects of church life.  This person will contact you soon.  If there is anything you need, especially 
if you are self isolating, call them or Jeremy for help.  You might want a chat, or you need some milk.   Call and 
we will get help to you.  
Keep talking to the Church in a different way: Joy via your email inbox: Short, Bible reflections. We will offer 
free ways to pray or chat together via your computer screen.   Visit stmaryschickerell.co.uk for more details. 
Contact me if you are interested but don't know what to do next:  Fr Jeremy Brading 01305  319369. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: Guidance has arrived from the Methodist Church headquarters, in 
line with the Church of England and the URC guidance, recommending that church activities, including Sunday 
worship, cease forthwith.  See www.methodist.org.uk for worship resources that those who have online access 
may wish to use.  It may be a long time before we can meet together for worship and prayer and so it will become 
increasingly important to have tools to help us reflect on our faith and draw sustenance from God through prayer.
In line with all the recommendations our services, craft groups, lunches and coffee mornings are on hold at the 
moment and we have attempted to contact all who need to have this information.  If anyone has slipped through 
the net we send our apologies.  
Our pastoral care for the time being will be by telephone and any offers of help by others should be taken if 
necessary.
Meanwhile, we will pray for each other and for all who are affected by this virus, especially remembering the 
medics around the world and those for whom they care.

Pam Woodland, Church Secretary (01305 782429)
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk
Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace; thereby good shall come unto thee.   Job 22 v 21.

*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). 
Contact David and Caroline White at chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 
www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************
ST EDMUNDS CHURCH, LANEHOUSE ROCKS ROAD Services and activities cancelled until further 
notice.
*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth. 
(See guidance note from Chickerell Methodist Church above).
*******************************************************************************************
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   
******************************************************************************************

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’ 
St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road, Weymouth DT4 8SU.
******************************************************************************************
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd, Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9TP.
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Meets twice monthly, normally, at Weymouth Community Safety Centre, Radipole Lane. Call 
01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR APRIL





**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

POWER YOGA class 6 - 7pm, Aerobics + Body Conditioning class 7.30 – 8.30pm on Mondays, Total Body 
Conditioning 7 – 8pm on Thursdays, all held at the Dance Studio, Budmouth Community Sports Centre. Power 
Yoga 9.30 – 10.30am  and Primetime Yoga & Gentle Exercise Class 11am - 12pm, both held on Wednesdays at 
St Andrew's Church Rooms, Preston. Contact Jo Damen 01305 815847 or 07518364953 or just come along.
*********************************************************************************************************************************
WYKE UKEDELICS A fun and friendly, professionally led ukulele group for all ages and abilities. Meet at Wyke 
Social Club, 5 Chamberlaine Road, every Tuesday evening, 7.30 to 9.30. £3 per session. Music provided. Private 
tuition available for beginners and improvers to boost your confidence. For more info, contact Mark 07980655805, 
or via our Facebook page. All welcome!
*********************************************************************************************************************************
GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in 
Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of trading. 
Phone 01305 830310.
*********************************************************************************************************************************
GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! Affordable one-to-
one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro musician and school teacher. 
Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk

Gardening Notes for April – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Let’s look on the bright side; although isolated, we are allowed into the garden and on allotments (if we keep 
to ourselves). What an opportunity! Time to spend on the spring jobs that always get rushed. Dig in the 
mulch laid earlier in the year ready for sowing directly when the ground is warm enough - read the seed 
packet. Straighten up edges, especially around lawns, creating a drop to the soil to reduce the grass 
encroaching.
As plants start to break into bud, feed and water well. A general purpose fertiliser is Growmore, but organic 
feed is Blood, Fish and Bone or chicken pellets. Seaweed dug into veg beds gives trace elements as well as 
general nutrition. I sow potatoes in seaweed.
Hanging baskets can be started now: Add vermiculite to the compost to help hold water and nutrients. Gel 
can be used instead, but tends to dehydrate the plants in times of drought. Add slow-release fertiliser to give 
an even start to young plants. Freshen the compost in containers, and feed. Shrub borders and flower beds 
benefit from a good mulch - spread fertiliser and make sure the soil is wet before covering. Evergreen shrubs 
are best moved when coming into growth. Climbers need a final trim and tying in. Prune taller perennials to 
shape, cutting just above a new shoot. Sow peppers, aubergines and cucumbers - they need light, so lay the 
seeds on the surface of the compost and set in a warm place.

Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

******************************************************************************************************************




