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Our front page picture 
is a view of 

The Fleet from the 
old pier at Chickerell 

Hive

stay safe & take care

Spring Photo of Fleet Road 
just past Butterstreet junction

Photo shows A sunny day at 

Chickerell Hive
Picture shows footpath down to Causeway known as ‘Duck Lane’

Photo shows the public open space on Grey’s Field. 
Could the dip in the landscape be an  old byway?

Photo shows a corner of The Stalls football field, Lower Way, looking 
up towards May Terrace in East Street
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Chickerell Village Show planned 
for September

History of School Hill houses..
…How people used to travel into 
Weymouth
And the fishing crews from local 
pubs

Walkers club and luncheon club dates 
for July; Craft & sewing clubs at 
Methodist Church too



WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson: (01305) 773502. email: caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all letters to 
the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & 
the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for 
queries. 
Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be 
published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of 
the editor, compiler or publisher.
Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. 
Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. 
Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.

You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 
Alf’s Fish & Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below)

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including 
past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
Website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk. 
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the 
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT CARE CENTRE at Weymouth Community
Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, seven days a week. Appointment only during COVID Pandemic 01305 762541.
*******************************************************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Weymouth

Once again I have to report vandals and fly tippers are at it again, smashing 
the bus shelter and leaving bags of rubbish behind the Willowbed for the

gulls to tear apart. Someone has to clear up the mess, with a cost to the council. Also dogs in the children’s play 
area - and not a month goes by without someone phoning me about dog fouling in our streets.
On a different note, thank you to Mrs Hine and Mr Kingman for delivering Contacts to Rowlands Park for many 
years. Welcome Mrs Thorne as agent for that round. 
This month we have lost two of our well-known residents; Mr George Adams and Mick Rogers. George Adams 
was well known for his bowling, golf and skittles and helped to deliver Contacts. Mick Rogers served on 
Chickerell Parish & Town Council and was our West Dorset District councillor. You might have seen Mick on his 
mobility scooter driving up the road to the Turks Head for his pint, carrying his bottle of oxygen. 
To Sue Adams and Gill Rodgers and their families we send our sincere condolences.
As well as the Church of England services at St Mary’s Church, there is also a service at Fleet Church on Sunday 
11th July with visiting priest the Archdeacon of Sherborne, Penny Sayer, taking the service.
Owing to the restrictions of the pandemic, Pam and John Worth and their volunteers are unable to open the village 
café this month. Hopefully it will be able to open in August. 
Finally good news from the library; check out the new opening times.                                                     John Dean



CHICKERELL VILLAGE SHOW – SAVE THE DATE – SATURDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2021
Chickerell's annual village show will be taking place on Saturday 18th September, restrictions permitting, in the 
Willowbed Hall from 12.30 to 4pm.
The show programmes are in the process of being compiled and will be available soon – more details will follow 
in the August Contact. The categories will include flowers, vegetables, home baking, handicrafts and many more.
This will be a stand-alone event this year, with no Party in the Park, due to current Coronavirus restrictions.
Please put the date in your diaries and more details will follow.
******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS, LANEHOUSE & CHICKERELL SURGERIES: Jobs at the surgery: The 
surgery has recently welcomed two new administrators to reception and administration. An Advanced Nurse 
Practitioner is also starting in August. There are some staff vacancies, please see the surgery’s website for details. 
Busy with Covid jabs: “We’re still experiencing a heavy demand of COVID Vaccination telephone call queries 
which has led to some delays in answering calls. We would like to apologise for any inconveniences this has 
caused and thank you for your continued understanding.” 
Medication requests can no longer be made over the phone: Medications can be ordered by dropping a request 
slip to your surgery or pharmacy, emailing the surgery, using online services or pharmacy app, or completing an 
eConsult. If you to pay for your prescription and you have several items a month, you can save money with 
prescription prepayment. Details from the surgery website www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk. 
Shingles vaccines if you are 70-79: Everyone in their seventies is eligible for a shingles vaccine. Shingles is very 
painful. Please phone reception to book an appointment. 
Surgery closures: Note: The surgery will be closed for staff training from 3.30pm-6.30pm on 9th September, 30th

November and 17th February 2022. Please contact the 111 service during these times on these dates. 
If you are a carer (providing unpaid care by looking after an ill, frail or disabled partner, member of the family, 
friend or neighbour), the surgery has Carers Leads Evie or Charlotte. If they are unable to help, they can signpost 
you to someone who can. There are ‘Carers Corners’ at our surgeries with leaflets and information.
Patient Participation Group: Next meeting is on Zoom and is set for Monday 19th July at 5.30pm. For more 
information contact the surgery or chair Rosemary Smeeton rosemary.smeeton2@btinternet.com
*******************************************************************************************

OPEN TOP BUS SERVICE BACK FOR THE SUMMER, accessed from bus stops along Chickerell Road 
(the coast road to Portesham and Abbotsbury): First Wessex has been operating its popular summer bus 
service since the end of May. The X52 not only offers a run to Abbotsbury and on to Bridport but you can also get 
to Bovington Tank Museum and Monkey World, Weymouth, Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove. Day passes cost 
£12 for adults. A new guide (that also includes times for Service X53 that goes to Lyme Regis and Axminster) can 
be downloaded from the firstbus.co.uk/wessex website. Timetables have also been posted on some local bus stops.

*******************************************************************************************
POLICE WARNING ON E-SCOOTERS: Dorset Police are warning people using privately owned E-Scooters 
on public roads and land that they are committing a criminal offence and could see their scooter seized, be fined 
and even banned from driving. Legally, the only place a private e-scooter can be ridden is on private land with the 
landowner’s permission. It is against the law to use in any public place such as roads, pavements, cycle lanes, 
beach promenades, bridleways or parks and car parks. The county’s Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Sidwick says E-Scooters have been one of the main issues residents have contacted him about because some can 
travel at 30mph or faster and they are almost silent, creating fears about the safety of pedestrians. He adds the 
Government is running trials for rental E-Scooter schemes in the east of the county. These are the only types of E-
Scooters legal to ride in public. To use the scheme riders must be over 16 and hold a valid driving licence. 

*******************************************************************************************
POLICE EMAIL AND TEXT WARNING: Dorset Police says cyber criminals love phishing, where you are the 
fish and the bait is usually contained in a scam email or text message. The aim is to get your personal information 
such as computer passwords or bank details. The National Cyber Security Centre has a Suspicious Email 
Reporting Service which has so far had more than five million emails reported to it. Since its launch, the service 
has had more than 43,000 scams and 84,000 malicious websites removed. The most common phishing scams 
claim to be from HMRC, the DVLA and TV Licensing: “Be cautious of messages asking for your personal 
information. Official organisations should never ask you for personal or financial information via email or text.”





News plus Charities, Groups, Clubs and Societies
NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: Due to the delay in ‘unlocking’,  the village café and table top sale 
set for July 3rd has been cancelled. The new date is 21st August (subject to Covid-19 restrictions being lifted).
******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: We have continued to have services on Sundays and Wednesdays, please see the 
Church Page for further details. Although we are still not allowed to sing in church, we have been able to go 
outside at the end of a service and sing a hymn in the churchyard. We are grateful to several visiting clergy, 
including our Bishop Karen and our Archdeacon Penny; not forgetting our regulars including Rev. Margaret 
Preuss-Higham from Portesham and Rev Janet Smith from Dorchester and  others who have lead our services. 
Thank you all. Our Books, Plants and Bric-a-Brac Sale on Bank Holiday Monday was a big success, thanks to all 
our helpers and customers, we raised over £400 for church funds. A further sale of plants in Simon Humm’s front 
garden (thank you again, Simon) raised £40 for the Bells Fund. We hope to have further events, Covid regulations 
permitting; please check future Contacts, posters and facebook.com/stmaryschickerell.
We have also been able to send £75 to Water Aid from our Lent Jars of Change collection. 
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: What a lovely meal we had this month. The beef just 
melted in our mouth and the vegetables were cooked to perfection. We are so lucky; the Marquis of Granby really 
spoil us. Thank you to everyone there. Also thank you to everyone for the raffle prizes and for buying a ticket. 
We hope to have a coach trip later on this year, depending on the Covid virus; just watch this space!
In July, on the 1st, we are having chicken breast in a creamy mushroom sauce, followed by fruit salad and, of 
course, tea or coffee. See you all then. For any queries or cancellations please phone Ann 783002 or Janet 750232. 
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB FOR JULY: From Brian: Wednesday July 7th:  Bincombe Bumps Walk.  
Meet 2pm at Sutton Poyntz, by the pond & pub. A circular walk/gentle slope up to the bumps, across the hill with 
good views & down to the start. Monday July 26th: Picnic Walk.  Meet 11am in Peto Garden at Chickerell 
Community Library (allow five to six hours) via the Lugger Inn to the country/head to Langton Herring (picnic on 
the Fleet) then home. Be aware of the unusual start time of 11am & bring your picnic. Thanks, Brian 770678
*******************************************************************************************
PLEASE HELP OUR LOCAL POPPY APPEAL: Volunteer needed to take over the Poppy Appeal in 
Chickerell. I am happy to give support and help with this year’s Poppy Appeal to ensure continuity. Please contact 
me on 01305 581978:  Pat Arthars.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL FOODBANK UPDATE: We would like to thank all for their continued support, with special 
mention to Sgt Bun, Rodden Farm, the pharmacy and our school. 
At this time we are short of the following: Small bags of sugar, spaghetti tinned and dry, chocolate spread, 
biscuits, toilet rolls and washing powder.
We are looking into having a community shop once a month; so look out for news of this.
Drop off points for any donations are: Chickerell School, Chickerell Pharmacy, 56 Lilly Lane, 15 Marshallsay 
Court and 11 Randall Close. Remember if you find yourself in need for whatever reason please call/text 
07872861523 or email placemarys4@gmail.com. You do not need a referral number or note from GP or other 
agencies. We are here to help with most of our parcels being delivered at this time. 
Thank you and God bless you all - Jacqui & the team at Mary’s Place Pantry. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE: News from Marion: “At the time of writing the 
Government has just announced that the present regulations will continue until 19th July at least. This means that 
we are still not open to private hirers but let’s hope that we get some good news soon. It also means no bingo or 
whist re-starting just yet but as soon as we know, then all steam ahead. Still a few unconcerned dog owners letting 
their pets foul without clearing up.  Please, please, be mindful that in this lovely weather, more and more children 
have been playing on the grass; thank you. As usual, keep well and safe and any queries - please refer to our 
Facebook page or contact Joe on 01305 789125 or me - Marion on 01305 761744.”
*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Trading Post in Rylands Lane is open on Wednesday 
afternoons 2 - 4pm and Saturday mornings 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
Please note: The Trading Post will close on Saturday 31st July, re-opening on Wednesday 1st September. 
Please check our website www.wrhs.org.uk for updates or join our FaceBook page. A good range of compost and 
plants is in stock. Membership costs £5 a year. Contact enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or answerphone 01305 759668.



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday

A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



Good news – the library will be opening for four sessions from Tuesday 29th June. These will be:
Tuesday 10am -12pm
Thursday 2pm – 4.30pm
Friday 2pm – 4.30pm
Saturday 10am -12pm

We hope these times will help, so you can bring your children into the library on Thursdays and Fridays after 
school or school clubs.
Digital Services: The Dorset Council area is the fourth largest group, after Bristol, Somerset and Bournemouth, 
Christchurch & Poole (BCP), in the Libraries West group and our readers have taken full advantage of the Digital 
Services in the past few months, making Dorset readers top users: Cloud Library - Second highest user, after 
Somerset at 5,700 issues a month;  Borrow Box – Second highest user, after Somerset at 6,562 issues a month; Rb 
Digital (magazines) – Highest user by over 5,000 issues at 17,665 a month; Rb Newspapers – Highest user by 
1,000 issues at 5,330 a month. You can find these services on the Dorset Library website.
Photocopying: The library has public photocopying facilities. We charge 10p for black and white & 50p for 
colour.
It’s that time of year again for all those aged four to 11years – The Summer Reading Challenge, with a 
theme this time of: Wild World Heroes! Working together with the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) we 
want to inspire young readers to stand up for our planet.  The challenge runs from July 3rd to September 11th. 
Children taking part need to read six books over the holiday; they will get a sticker for each book they read. The 
stickers are put on a reading passport they will be given when they join the challenge. Come on children, have 
some fun; find out what bees do to help the planet and how we can keep our beaches clean! Anyone who would 
like to know what our heroes are up to can go to wildworldheroes.org uk for more!
Book theme of the month: CRIME! come in and pick up a read.
Hope to see you in the library – Happy reading!

*******************************************************************************************

Chickerell Community Library News

Cinema, theatre and film
Weymouth Pavilion and cinemas in Weymouth and Dorchester are open with socially distanced seating at present 
which is set to change if the Government ends Covid-19 restrictions after 19th July. Please see their websites for 
further information and booking. 

Weymouth Pavilion Box office: 01305 783225 weymouthpavilion.com
The Pavilion has a host of tribute shows in July including tributes to Abba on 9th July; Queen on 10th July, the Bee 
Gees on 17th July and a tribute to Hendrix, Clapton and Cream. Some of these shows were postponed from last 
summer. 
Sunday night comedy also continues on July 18th with Ivo Graham. The comedy night is advertised for those aged 
over 16.

CINEMAS
Event cinema advertised at Weymouth Cineworld in July: Michael Ball & Alfie Boe: Back Together (PG) 
150mins – at 7pm on July 1st (also at Dorchester Plaza on this date) and at 3pm on July 4th.
A special autism-friendly screening at Cineworld on Sunday July 4th is of the animation Dogtanian & the Three 
Muskehounds.
Dorchester Plaza (plazadorchester.com) is advertising release dates in July for family films including: 
The Croods: A New Age, due to be on screen from July 16th. This animated comedy adventure follows up the 
2013 film of the Stone Age family headed by Grug (voiced by Nicolas Cage).
Space Jam: A New Legacy, is due on screen from July 23rd. The original Space Jam part-animated comedy was 
right back in 1997 when Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck and friends kidnapped a basketball star (Michael Jordan in his 
big screen debut) after challenging some evil aliens to a match. This time a new adventure beckons with a new 
basketball star.
Finally looking ahead to August 6th, Hotel Transylvania fans will be pleased to know the monsters (and Johnny) 
are back with a fourth film: Hotel Translyvania: Transformania! This sees a madcap inventor create a 
‘Monsterfication Ray’ that turns Johnny into a monster and the monsters into humans! 
Dorchester Odeon is also open for films.





PLAYGROUPS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Places for two year olds are now full for September. 
If you would like an application form for Spring term 2022 then please contact us.
We do have some availability in September for three and four year olds. 

INFORMATION FROM DUCKLINGS: The children have been very busy so far this term, especially in the 
garden, helping to keep it tidy by weeding and sweeping. They have loved looking at the tadpoles and frogs that 
were kindly given to us; we have talked lots about the changes and growth in the natural world. They have kept 
themselves cool by enjoying lots of water and ice play! The children have also had lots of fun in our stage area 
where they have been playing musical instruments and singing!
We would like to wish all our leavers the very best of luck with their new ventures in September and a big thank 
you to all the parents who have supported us and adhered to slightly different procedures during the last year. The 
staff are now all looking forward to the summer break and recharging their batteries, ready to welcome everyone 
back in September.
Ducklings will be closed during the summer holidays.  However, if you would like to contact us, then please 
send an email as these will be monitored weekly.  Photos and a short video clip of our setting can be seen on our 
Facebook page.  Any families wishing to register their child with us ready for the autumn or spring term, please 
call/email Michelle or Sharon.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKADEES:  For registration forms/questions please call Clare Ash on 01305 773103 or contact via 
pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY

We have had a super half term at school and a wonderful break during the school holiday. The children have been
really engaged in their learning and have been excited to tell us all about it.
Our after school clubs started last half term and these have been really well-attended; we have a wide range of
clubs available ranging from sports clubs, to creative activities and even vegetarian cooking!

RECEPTION CLASSES
We are very excited about welcoming our new intake of children into our Reception classes in September. Parents
of these children were invited into school at the end of May for information sessions; following Covid guidelines
to ensure that everyone was safe. Now we are very much looking forward to meeting the children, when they
attend our small-group outdoor play sessions later this month.
This last half term of the school year is going to be an exciting one for our children, despite the restrictions.
Although things will look a little different to previous years, there will still be a sports day for each year group and
a range of fun events to look forward to.
Are you new to the area and do you have a child/children who would like to join our school? At the current 
time, we are unable to offer tours of our school. However, please contact the school office on 01305 783876 and 
our Deputy Head, Mrs Llewellyn would love to tell you all about our wonderful school and answer any questions 
you might have. We are always here to help and support our current and prospective parents. 
We are looking to appoint new School Governors – we are looking to appoint new school governors to join our 
governing body. Our governors play a vital role in making sure that every child receives the best possible 
education. You do not need to be an educational professional to be a governor but you do need to be passionate 
about education. If you would like to discuss joining our governing body, then please contact the school office 
(telephone783876) and ask for the contact details of our Chair of Governors.

Playgroups and Primary Academy news





CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. If you need to get in touch, please email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
In-person meetings planned for the end of June (after Contact went to press)
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.
CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS since last edition of Contact:   P/TRC/2021/02027: 89 East Street Chickerell: 
Horse Chestnut - Fell - bleeding canker & fungus at root.
P/FUL/2021/00552: Unit 9 Granby Court, Surrey Close: Erect industrial building
P/FUL/2021/00833: Land Adjacent to 531 Chickerell Road: Erect 3.no dwellings
P/PABA2/2021/01716: East Fleet Farm Fleet Lane: Extension of Agricultural Building
P/FUL/2021/01261: 7-9 Cumberland Drive, Granby Industrial Estate: Erection of storage building.

*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: If anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM THE POLICE: Dorset Police hopes more people will go online this summer to access 
services that do not need immediate assistance. The website is dorset.police.uk - see the Contact Us section 
where you can:  Report Crime Online - Once received, the crime and a crime reference number will be 
recorded. Make an Enquiry Online - or email via 101@dorset.pnn.police.uk
Report Anti-Social Behaviour Online -via the asb-and-nuisance-communications section of the website
online form to report anti-social behaviour, which is not happening now but will help police build an intelligence 
picture of what is happening in a local area. Request a Call Back: Request a Call Back can be used to ask 
questions, report non-urgent crime and receive updates on existing crime. Alternatively, contact centre staff are 
available to answer calls, day or night, for those who want to call the 101 non-emergency number.

In an emergency, when life is threatened, people are injured, offenders are nearby or immediate action is 
required, always dial 999.



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



Remembering the past  - School Hill, Chickerell

The houses at School Hill were built in the 1930s, part of the more than a million homes built by local authorities 
across the country, following a post First World War blueprint that aimed to ensure families had light, spacious 
homes with gardens; ‘Homes fit for heroes’.  The School Hill houses were built using bricks from the Putton Lane 
brickworks down the road. The bricks were made by local men from hand-dug clay. 
*******************************************************************************************

Looking back at the old days in Chickerell 

Photos (modern view below) show East Street looking down to the 
Turks Head  just by the turning to North Square and West Street.  
With thanks to the reader who supplied the historic photo.

In recent issues we have been printing 
Esme’s memories including how she used 
to get motor transport into Weymouth from 
the yard at the Turks Head, a terminus for 
vehicles journeying into town. 

MR FANCY & HIS HORSE
In the April 1978 issue of Contact a reader 
remembers village transport from 1912. 
Firstly, the carrier’s cart driven by Mr 
Fancy: “He didn’t have to actually have to 
do anything because the horse knew the 
way and all the stopping places. It went no 
faster than a man could walk and 
frequently slower – the journey to 
Weymouth would take an hour or so.  On 
one occasion the rector’s grandson and I 
were taken to a fancy dress party. Eric was 
dressed as a rabbit, I was a Dutch girl with 
wooden sabots (shoes). As the van slowly 
rounded the bend at Westham Cross Roads, 
Mr Fancy, who had been asleep at the reins 
for the last half mile, dropped gently off 
into the road. This woke him up! He 
climbed back unhurt into the van and we 
resumed our leisurely journey.

FIRST MOTOR TRANSPORT
The first motor transport was provided by 
Mr Puffett’s bus, a very ramshackle 
vehicle. Mr P was sometimes the worse for 
drink and regaled our childish ears with 
strange and shocking oaths. 
It was usually crowded and quite the done 
thing to sit two or three deep on one 
another’s laps. The fare was still only 
threepence, one penny for children.”

The houses pictured  (left) after they were 
built and (above) the scene today

With thanks to the reader who supplied this 
historic photo



A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE  - July 1989
• The paper skip at Chickerell School collected four and a half tons, making nearly £56 for the school funds: ‘We 

must now buy recycled paper.’
• Careline, the emergency phone link, was to be set up in West Dorset’s warden controlled properties. Careline 

could be purchased for £200 or rented for about £2 a week, as long as a telephone line was already installed.
• The Chesil Area Society said their photographic exhibition in Abbotsbury over the Spring Bank Holiday 

weekend had been a great success. More than 800 visitors had been captivated by the pictures of Dorset life 
during the past 100 years. The photographs ranged from mackerel fishing on Chesil Beach to sheep shearing on 
a local farm; all taken in the early 1900s. 

• The Methodist Church announced the official opening of their new hall was to take place on July 13th with 
music and singing from the Casterbridge Male Choir. 

• Budmouth School said its new Community Benefit Project encouraged community involvement for its students. 
Projects included shopping for senior citizens; pond conservation; assisting with nursery children; landscaping 
a play area; hospital visiting and gardening for the disabled. Readers of Contact were asked to get in touch with 
the school if there were other areas its young people could help with.

• Chickerell United FC reported that the annual challenge match with Cury FC was an enjoyable occasion but 
Cury arrived without a goalkeeper, so the Hon Sec of Chickerell FC volunteered his services and was only 
beaten twice in a 5-2 victory to Cury: ‘The first goal I was unsighted and the second one was a mis-hit penalty 
by Martyn Hoare after Adgy Elliott took a dive’.

• Charlestown Victory Hall hoped to run a coach trip in November or December 1989 for Christmas shopping. 
Readers were asked to get in touch if interested and which town would be preferred. 

• Chickerell Youth Club reported that the roof repairs had now been done and ‘we are busy fund raising to pay 
for this work’. A TV set was also needed as the old club set had ‘died of old age’. Activities included a day out 
at Bristol; swimming at Warmwell and skating at Bournemouth. A camping weekend was planned for July.

*******************************************************************************************
THE OLD CHURCHES OF FLEET: In the April 1977 issue of Contact, George H Atkins explained that a 13th

century survey, taken for valuation purposes (so that taxes could be paid towards the crusades) revealed Fleet was 
then of more value than Chickerell. A further 16th century survey revealed the Church goods then in use and 
mentioned a tower and two bells. This building in turn seems to have been demolished, probably by the Mohun 
family when they built Fleet House (now Moonfleet Manor) and replaced the demolished church. This church was 
the one to suffer in the Great Storm.  Fleet Old Church was built to protect the vault to house the Mohun brasses 
and other memorials and to maintain the consecration of that venerable spot. An 18th century view of the exterior 
of the church was discovered in the files of the British Museum. 

*******************************************************************************************



Fishing from the Fleet area off the beach in bygone days

NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell since the last issue of Contact Magazine: Top spot over 
the past weeks: A slowworm, sliding smoothly across the path down by Chickerell Primary Academy.
Now that the chicks have hatched, the gulls have become more noisy although it is noticeable the crows and 
jackdaws are also adding their voice to the early morning sounds around Chickerell. 
Since Greenfinches were hit by their own devastating virus some years ago, their numbers hit rock bottom and 
from being very numerous in Chickerell they became a rare sight, so it was good to see some back in the area 
recently. Their cousins, the more colourful and tuneful Goldfinches, continue to do well. 
It is sad to hear that Blue Tits have not been doing so well this year due to the weather causing a late emergence of 
their prey, leading to a extreme lack of food for their chicks. It is certainly noticeable fewer are about. I have yet to 
see any Swifts settle in the area though they are still in the skies overhead. Some House Martins have been seen 
scouting for nest sites in Rashley Road and starting some nest building in Lower Putton Lane.
Bumble bees have been enjoying the masses of blooms as they appear on all the flowering plants and shrubs 
around the village. Even the tiniest bloom on a new patch of Rosemary in my garden has attracted them, showing 
how reliant wildlife is on our garden plants. Our plants, of course, also need them too to reproduce.
Best of all was seeing a Common Blue butterfly on the rough grass alongside the football field, where it borders 
Putton Lane. I don’t know how many of you took part in ‘no mow May’ to encourage grasses to flower and seed 
but this creates a wonderful environment for wildlife, under increasing pressure in modern times.
*******************************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************************

The Turks Head Inn
Tel: 01305 778565

In the heart of Chickerell
SPICY SIZZLING MONDAYS

Punjab, lamb, vegan chana masala & 
Goan butter chicken – served all day!

Sunday carvery – served all day!
A selection of four meats, nut roast and a 

large variety of vegetables to choose from.
Reserve your table now!

Wednesday local market 9.30am – 12.30pm
Fresh local produce; buy fresh, buy local!
Teas, coffees and bacon rolls available.

Freedom Party & Debbie’s birthday 
(hopefully) Friday 23rd July.

Live music with Stacy Lou. A bit of ‘Amy 
Winehouse!’

TAKEAWAY FOOD AVAILABLE EVERY DAY!

From Contact published October 1983: The crews who fished from the Fleet area of Chesil were mostly patrons of 
the nearby public houses. Each pub had its own crew: The Lugger, Turks Head, Knights in the Bottom (Victoria 
Inn) possibly the Three Mariners (at the coast road end of East Street, long since pulled down) and the 
Fisherman’s (Editor’s note: this stood where the Podington Meadows houses in Lower Putton Lane now stand. My 
grandfather, William Constable, was landlord of the Fisherman’s Arms 1916-late 1930s. My mother & her sisters 
were barmaids.) A man by the name of Tom Taylor who came from Poole used to stay at the Turks Head during 
the fishing season. When the crew caught fish, an oar was stuck upright in the beach with a fish pot on top. Three 
samples of fish would be sent over – one small, one medium and one large, for Mr Taylor to offer his price. The 
fish would be brought over by ‘trow’ to Butter Street, where two or three local women dressed in long aprons 
would eagerly pack the fish into boxes, being paid a few pence for this work. During the transportation of the fish, 
a boy would be sent up to Chickerell to the crew’s appointed pub to get a flagon of beer for the men. Payment of 
this would be taken out of the profits. The boxes were then taken by  horse & cart to Weymouth station. The last 
train was allowed to be held up for half an hour to enable the fish to be loaded.



A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk

St Mary’s, Chickerell: We are continuing to have two services a week, on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am.     
We can accommodate 21 people with social distancing rules and masks are worn.
If you are not already on the list for a service, but would like to come to church, please contact our churchwardens:
Elizabeth Eames:   01305 774405
Valerie Hale:          01305 781096
We have visiting clergy taking our services, when we have Holy Communion, but we also have our two Lay 
Worship Leaders, Jacqui and John, taking Family Services. Please check with the churchwardens if you would like 
to know which service is scheduled.
If you wish to enquire about baptism, a wedding or a funeral,  please also contact the churchwardens.
Holy Trinity, Fleet: Our next monthly service is on Sunday 11th July starting at 9am (30 minute said Eucharist 
service). Our visiting Priest this month will be the Archdeacon of Sherborne, Penny Sayer.
We have had two excellent congregations to our visiting Priest in May and June; please come and join us on July 
11th at 9am. Any queries contact Geoff Taylor PCC secretary for Holy Trinity Fleet on 01305 782757.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX

The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 
Ducklings Pre-School.

4th July Rev John Walker (Holy Communion)
11th July Mrs Jean Churchill
18th July Rev Brenda Stephenson
25th July Rev Gwyneth Owen

Our services start at approximately 10.30 and close by 11.15.  Please do not come before 10.20. A one-way system 
is in operation when entering and leaving the building.  Masks are still required and social distancing is observed.  
Hand sanitiser is available and details are taken for the track and trace system.  We continue to deliver the written 
service if required and a Zoom service is available on Sundays at 5pm. 
Craft & Chat will meet again on 7th and 21st July at 2pm in the Chapel.  Seating will be socially distanced and 
face masks are required.  Bring your own craft and enjoy a chat with friends.  Crafty Sew & Sews will meet on 
9th and 23rd July at 7pm IN THE CHAPEL; again socially distanced and with masks.
Lunch in Fellowship Together will be on Wednesday 28th July at 1pm - bring our own lunch and share 
fellowship together.
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.

4th July - Gwyneth Owen - Holy Communion
11th " - R Dean
18th " - R Phillips
25th " - P Jenner
Services commence at 10.30am and light refreshments will be served afterwards. All welcome!
*******************************************************************************************

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

******************************************************************************************
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road
******************************************************************************************

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR JULY



Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm. 

Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722

£12.00



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! 
Affordable one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro 
musician and school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk
*********************************************************************************************************************

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. 
Established in Chickerell for over 22 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after 
two decades of trading. Phone 01305 830310.

Gardening Notes for July – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Rain tends to fall on the leaves and be deflected away from the roots, so attention to watering is needed. 
Aim the water at the base of plants and give a good soaking twice a week. Mulching can help to keep 
moisture in the soil. Try to use saved water where possible - water is a finite resource that we must 
treasure. Keep bird baths and ponds topped-up. At nightfall after watering on warm evenings, patrol the 
garden with a torch, picking off slugs, snails and vine weevils. Greenhouses and very young plants should 
be shaded: use netting, whitewash or cloches.

Keep deadheading to promote more blooms. Put small labels against plants now, recording colour and 
height: when they have died back in winter, it will help remembering which were to be moved. Check 
supports, especially for herbaceous perennials with soft growth...and take cuttings. Tie in new shoots on 
climbers. Don't forget to weed!

Lawns do not need watering. They may turn a little brown, but will grow back green when it rains. Raise 
the mower blades to give a deeper sward, which will stay greener longer. Only feed lawns during a long 
spell of rain.

Many vegetables and fruit are ready to harvest. Sow more for succession of peas and beans. Lift early 
potatoes when flowering - main crop can be left in the ground. Onions should be left until the leaves are 
dying: this allows all the goodness to drain into the bulbs - do not bend them over.

******************************************************************************************************************



TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified


