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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield (01305) 773502. email: caroline@elephantsears.org - please send 
all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. 
If sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will 
be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. 
Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be 
published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of 
the editor, compiler or publisher.
Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. 

Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. 
Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.

You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 
Alf’s Fish & Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below)

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including 
past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but visits by appointment only 
after speaking to medical professional. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone. 
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the 
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend in the pandemic you need an appointment via 111 service or via your GP practice.
*******************************************************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Weymouth

On going to press the sun is shining and it seems that spring has sprung at last; could it be we have reached the end 
of this terrible and sad period and start to get our lives back to some sort of normal for the summer.
My apologies to Bluebird Coaches for putting the wrong advert in last month’s Contact.  Thank you to Steve 
Hallam for his cartoon this month with a little bit of free advertising for the firm.  
Thank you to Mrs Gardner who has delivered to Fleet for many years and welcome Mrs Sawtell and her family for 
taking on this round. 
Thank you also to those who responded to my plea for help in the April issue. We now have new agents for 
Chickerell Downs: Janet Keel for Elziver Close and Whynot Way and Malcolm Watson for Aldabrand Close. 
We have also had three offers of help to distribute Contact so we are planning to divide this job between them.
Once again I must offer sincere condolences to all those who have lost loved ones this month.
Finally; do not forget to use your vote on May 6th.

John Dean                                                                                         



REMEMBER TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD ON MAY 6th: Don’t forget you can vote on Chickerell’s 
future at the polls in May. The neighbourhood plan sets out what the people of Chickerell want to protect and 
plan for in the area up until 2036. As reported in April, residents will be able to vote on the Chickerell 
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) which was begun by the Town Council four years ago with the intention of providing 
added protection for our environment. The NP does not propose any further housing on green field sites. The 
referendum asks residents to vote either yes or no to the NP. If the NP is accepted by residents (a Yes vote) the NP 
policies to protect open spaces, create wildlife corridors, protecting hedgerows, etc., will come into force.  A No 
vote, on the other hand, would not provide the required protection of our environment and might encourage more 
housing development.  The CNP can be viewed on line at:
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-planning-
policy/neighbourhood-plans-in-dorset/chickerell-neighbourhood-plan.aspx
Some printed copies will be available to view on request from the Town Council. Residents requiring to view a 
print copy should email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk or write to CTC at Putton Lane, Chickerell,
DT3 41J. The Dorset draft Local Plan reference to 800 more houses in Chickerell is not a new allocation. This 
is the Chickerell Urban extension, first allocated in the 2015 West Dorset Local Plan and is already under 
construction by Frys and being progressed by Persimmons. It is, therefore, not a proposal for a new site and more 
housing but an existing approved allocation intended to include a new school, sports facilities, skate park etc.,.
The site had to be repeated in Dorset Council's next plan as it continues to contribute to housing supply numbers 
up to 2036.
*******************************************************************************************
VOTE TO HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF POLICING IN DORSET:  May 6th is also polling 
day for the county’s new Police and Crime Commissioner. The current commissioner, Martyn Underhill, is 
retiring after being in the post nine years.  The candidates are as follows: Patrick Canavan (Labour); Dan Hardy 
(Independent); Mark Robson (Liberal Democrat) and David Sidwick (Conservative). The new commissioner will 
be in post from May 13th.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL VACCINATION CENTRE OPENS: Day Lewis Pharmacy has combined with Wessex 
Pharmacy (Chickerell and Lanehouse pharmacies) to open a Covid-19 vaccination centre in the Prayerhouse on 
East Street. Vaccinations, for those in eligible groups, have to be booked via the NHS Covid-19 vaccination 
booking system. A marquee has been set up just in front of the church as outside shelter for people attending.
*******************************************************************************************
NORTH SQUARE TEMPORARY CLOSURE: Chickerell’s North Square is to have traffic a short traffic ban 
for 10 metres either side of its junction with Barr Lane. Dorset Council officially announced the closure in mid 
April with it coming into operation on May 7th. The closure order will be in force for 18 months but the council 
adds the works, by Wessex Water for a new mains sewer, should be completed by May 21st.
*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU HEAR THE BOOM? Just after Contact went to press last month people across Chickerell and Fleet 
heard a loud boom.  It was timed around 3pm on Saturday March 20th.  Homes nearer to the Fleet and away from 
other houses even felt their windows rattle and shake. It sounded, sitting indoors, as if someone had thrown 
something heavy into a skip.  It was only noted by one family in Chickerell because at this time they were on the 
phone to a friend in Somerset who heard it outside his home too. It turned out to have been a meteor, tearing 
through the sky above Lyme Bay. It was heard right across Dorset, Somerset, Devon and Jersey.  Unfortunately 
because of heavy cloud cover, it was not seen here but it was captured on film in Jersey, where the sky was blue 
and clear. It is thought it could have come down in the New Forest area. For more information see the British 
Astronomy website at www.britastro.org
******************************************************************************************
THANK YOU from Eunice Malcolm of Fairfield, Chickerell: I would like to thank everyone who came to my aid 
and  helped me when I fell and broke my finger; and the nurse who took me to the hospital. I was truly grateful. 
Thank you. 
*******************************************************************************************
NEW SCHEME TO PREVENT DOG THEFT: A national initiative has been launched to help prevent the rise 
in the number of dogs being stolen. You may have seen the posters locally. It is called Doghorn and aims to alert 
people to dogs being snatched and to get help. It involves wearing a special yellow lanyard and using a whistle 
(not a dog whistle) to get assistance. For more see www.doghorn.uk or Weymouth Doghorn group on Facebook. 





News from Charities, Groups, Clubs and Societies

NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The village cafe and table top sale is still on schedule for Saturday 
3rd July from 10am to 12noon, subject to further easing of Covid restrictions. The team is really looking forward 
to welcoming you back. If anyone would like to book a table at £4 call Pam on 01305 835805.
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: Please see the Church Page for details of services. The following is a message from 
our churchwardens: Attendance at St Mary’s Church, Chickerell: This notice is for the local community, who wish 
to return to church after April 17th 2021. At present with the coronavirus restrictions of two metres, we can only 
accommodate up to 20 people/separate ‘bubbles’.  We will welcome you with open arms once the two metre rule 
is relaxed, which may not happen until May or June. As we are operating with two services a week (Sundays and 
Wednesdays at 10am) please consider that you may not be able to attend on a Sunday. We must ask that all who 
wish to return to church, please contact one of the churchwardens, so that your name can be added to the lists and 
we will be in touch as soon as we can.  (Phone numbers on Church Page).
Fundraising Events: I have to confess that I made a mistake in last month’s ‘Contact’ in the 100 Club prizes. The 
prizes, each month,  are £15, £10 and two x £5. There’s still time to join, at the reduced price, just ring John and 
Hilary on 01305 772817 for a form.
Given fine weather and no extra restrictions, we hope to hold our Books/Plants/Bric-a-Brac Sale on Bank 
Holiday Monday 31st May at 11 Randall Close from 10am – 2pm. We were unable to have refreshments at last 
year’s event, but, if the weather is fine, we will have seating outside. Future events will depend on the Covid 
regulations.
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: We are there at last! As long as Covid numbers stay low 
and we keep social distancing.
The lovely people at The Marquis of Granby have said we can start back again. On Thursday June 3rd we will be 
having roast beef and Yorkshire pudding with all the trimmings followed by steamed ginger pudding and custard. 
We do look forward to seeing you all again. For queries/cancellations please phone Ann 783002 or Janet 750232. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE: Any queries to Joe Castleman on 01305 789125 
Marion Hardcastle on 01305 761744 or see Facebook under Charlestown Victory Hall.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: With the easing of Covid 19 restrictions, the format is 
changing, with the introduction a new short walk category. This is for those who can only manage a flat, slow 
short walk of around one mile. Anyone interested who would like to meet up with others for a social walk please 
ring Brian 770678 or email: brianbean6@hotmail.co.uk. 
Hello happy walkers! We can now invite anybody who want to join in our other, long walks. Just turn up on time 
as advertised in Contact. Our two walks each month (including the winter months) will consist of four miles plus:
1. Wednesday 19th May meet 2pm at Littlemoor car park entrance. Walk up the cycle path to Ridgeway across 

to Bincombe and back to start.
2. Friday 28th May meet 10am at Peto Garden. A circular walk via Barr Lane, see how the new building site is 

progressing; Coldharbour to Nottington, Radipole & back.
New walkers will be welcome; any queries please contact Brian on 770678. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Yes the library is open! We are working within Covid rules as we were before on restricted hours: 
Tuesday 10am-12noon
Thursday 2pm-4pm
Saturday 10am-12noon
One way through the library:  In the back door, out the front door. 
We will be operating a photo copying service again so bring any photocopying to us. The price is:  10p black and 
white; 50p colour.
Any queries please check our website: Chickerellcommunitylibrary.co.uk, Facebook page, Or ring the library 
during opening hours: 01305 760095. Out of hours: Pam 07778961363.
Now the nice weather is coming, why not pop in pick up a book then settle in your garden for a nice read! The 
Peto garden is looking lovely at the moment; have a walk through on your daily stroll! 
Welcome Back!                   Happy reading.



PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Places for two year olds are now full for September. If you would like an application form for Spring term 2022 
(after Christmas) then please contact us. We do have some availability in September for three and four year olds. 
INFORMATION FROM DUCKLINGS: We would like to say a massive thank you to everybody who entered 
our Easter raffle and to those of you who joined in with our Easter egg colouring competition. We raised a 
fantastic £407. We really appreciate your continued support to raise money for essential resources for the children. 
We have some more great fundraising ideas coming soon!
As we have now entered the summer term, and hopefully some warmer weather, we would like to refresh our 
flower garden. Any donations of plants would be greatly appreciated.
For further information about registering your child with us please contact Michelle or Sharon.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES:  For registration forms/questions please call Clare Ash on 01305 773103 or contact via 
pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY

It has been wonderful to have all of our children back at school together again after such a long period of
lockdown. We have focused on the children’s well-being over the past weeks; helping them to feel settled and
happy at school again and supporting them with re-establishing friendships. To help to keep this momentum going
and to keep routines in place, we ran an Easter school provision during the holidays. In addition to child-care
facilities, we also ran an extended provision of activities such as cookery, yoga, sports and crafts. We were
delighted so many of our children chose to attend. Our Governing Body and Miss Harris are indebted to the adults
who so kindly volunteered their time. Before the Easter holidays, our amazing PTA gave every child an Easter egg
to take home; this was a very thoughtful gesture and judging by the excited faces of the children, was very much
appreciated. We are now looking forward to a summer term where the children will have a number of weeks to
enjoy their learning and really begin to flourish. All of our stringent procedures for keeping our children, staff and
parents as safe as possible, in line with Government guidelines, continue to be followed and we are as always,
hugely grateful to our parents for their continued support with these during these difficult times.
Are you new to the area and do you have a child/children who would like to join our school? At the current 
time, we are unable to offer tours of our school. However, please contact the school office on 01305 783876 and 
our Deputy Head, Mrs Llewellyn would love to tell you all about our wonderful school and answer any questions 
you might have. We are always here to help and support our current and prospective parents. 
We are still looking to appoint new School Governors to join our governing body. Our governors play a vital 
role in making sure that every child receives the best possible education. You do not need to be an educational 
professional to be a governor but you do need to be passionate about education. If you would like to discuss 
joining our governing body, then please contact the school office (telephone783876) and ask for the contact details 
of our Chair of Governors.

*******************************************************************************************
ADVENTURE SEEKERS WANTED: Dorset Scouts is inviting new boys, girls, young adults and volunteers to 
join in its fun this summer in the county where scouting was born. All 100 groups across Dorset will be restarting 
outdoor activities including archery, camping, climbing, dinghy sailing, paddle boarding, cooking, hiking, 
walking, camping, abseiling, cycling, kayaking and much more. With Beavers, open to children as young as six, 
and then Cubs (8 – 10 ½), Scouts (10 ½ - 14), Explorers (14 – 18) and Network Scouts (18 – 25) now could be the 
time to try the great outdoors, make new friends and learn new skills.
Dorset Scouts is also looking for volunteers to take part in its training scheme. This is designed to support adult 
volunteers. For more information visit dorsetscouts.org.uk and see its volunteer-do-this section. 
Brendan Booth, county commissioner, said the past 12 months has seen scouts take part in online competitions and 
events but now was the time to get out and ‘live our best lives, safely.’ For more details on joining Dorset Scout 
groups see the scouts website or email getinvolved@dorsetscouts.org.uk

More news, plus playgroups & school notes



CHICKERELL FOODBANK LATEST: Thank you to all who donate to us; without you we wouldn’t be able 
to supply essentials. To those needing a helping hand at this time. The Easter treat boxes - all 75 of them were very 
well received, thank you for your generosity. Special thanks go to Rodden Farm and Sgt Bun for their support.
We are looking forward to a time when we will be able to offer a sit down along with free tea and coffee and may 
be homemade cake for all who visit us, both clients and donators, so keep a look out for when this will be allowed. 
At present we are in need of the following: tinned potatoes, tinned peas, carrots and sweetcorn along with long life 
milk, instant mash, tins of meat and tins of spaghetti; Angel Delight and other similar puddings. We have plenty of 
soup, beans, pasta and pasta sauce so these are not required at this time. Drop off points for any donations are: 
Chickerell School, Chickerell Pharmacy, 56 Lilly Lane, 15 Marshallsay Court and 11 Randall Close. Remember if 
you find yourself in need for whatever reason please call/text 07872861523 or email placemarys4@gmail.com. 
You do not need a referral number or note from GP or other agencies. We are here to help with most of our parcels 
being delivered at this time. God bless you all: Jacqui & the team at Mary’s Place Pantry. 
*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Trading Post re-opens on Wednesdays from April 21st

2 - 4pm. The ‘click & collect’ service continues, with collections on Saturday mornings. Payment can be made by 
bank transfer, or card in shop. No cash. Seed potatoes at £1.60 per kilo (or per potato!) are still available - not too 
late to plant this month. Seeds, composts, fertilisers, pots, canes, fleece and netting, etc., are available – just ask. 
Plants will be on sale when we open. Membership fees are due: £5 a year! New Members welcome. Email 
enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or call 07960481501.
*****************************************************************************************CI
CINEMAS AND WEYMOUTH PAVILION: Cinemas and theatres are, if the Government’s roadmap out of 
lockdown as proposed continues successfully, set to re-open on 17th May. Weymouth Cineworld plans to open 
with the Bafta award winning film Nomadland, starring Frances McDormand as a woman finding a new path to 
life away from America’s big cities.  Weymouth Pavilion plans to open with social distancing too. The Pavilion’s 
first show is a tribute to Simon and Garfunkel on May 21st. Box office: 01305 783225.
*******************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH’S REPAIR CAFÉ PLANS AUTUMN RETURN: Weymouth’s Repair Shop is hoping to be 
back on Saturday September 11th if it is safe to do so. Meanwhile the local repair shop team has other news – a 
‘Share Shop’ for Weymouth where people can borrow donated tools instead of buying and storing ones 
infrequently used. Weyforward has funded five apprentices under the Government Kickstart scheme to set up & 
publicise the ‘Weyshare’ scheme. Weymouth’s Repair Shop is also publicising it on its Facebook page.  
*******************************************************************************************

More news from in and around Chickerell

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified





CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.

CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (current at time of going to press and not previously printed in Contact): 
P/PABA/2021/01257: East Fleet Farm, Fleet Lane: Extension of agricultural building.
P/FUL/2021/00446: 21 North Square, Chickerell: Erection of dwelling.
P/CONS/2021/00050: Caddy Shack Wessex Golf Centre, Radipole Lane, Chickerell: Notification of application 
for a premises licence. 
P/HOU/2021/00553: 50 Lilly Lane, Chickerell: Increase height of garage roof to provide work from home office 
space.
*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: If anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS

Dorset Trading Standards is urging elderly and vulnerable people in the community to always be aware of rogue 
traders after a man who called on folk frightening them into believing their roofs had serious problems and 
conning them out of thousands of pounds has been jailed. The man operated across East Dorset, Hampshire, 
Wiltshire and Devon: “If you suspect there are rogue traders in your area, please report them to Trading Standards 
by phoning the Citizens Advice Consumer Service freephone 0808 223 1133. If you believe a doorstep crime is in 
progress call 999. When selecting a trader to carry out work for you, consider Trading Standards approved traders 
at Buy With Confidence or call 0808 223 1133.”





Remembering Charlestown’s past  

*******************************************************************************************

Photo (above) shows the 
old garage opposite 
Chelwood Gate on 

Chickerell Road which 
was finally taken over by 
Universal Engineering

(left) and (right) the 
scene today

This month we have some more 
memories of Charlestown and 
specifically Chickerell Road. 
(Historic pictures from the estate 
of a late, dear friend of Contact 
Magazine). The top photo is the 
garage that was owned by 
Arthur Lewis, then became the 
Southern National Bus Garage 
and in later years was occupied 
by Universal Engineering (the 
company moved to the Granby 
Industrial Estate nearby). The 
semi-detached houses to the 
right in both pictures can be 
identified in the 2021 picture. A 
modern row of houses and their 
parking area now occupies the 
old garage site. 

Brickyard chimneys Fairfield 
House

Dairy 
house Fairfield Farm 

building

This historic picture 
(left) was part of 
our Christmas quiz 
but it was small and 
dark so we have 
reprinted it this 
month pointing out 
landmarks. You can 
just see the cows 
lying down in the 
field. The Fairfield 
Farm building 
was demolished and 
the area became the 
Fairfield housing 
estate. Below is the 
view today.

Looking back at Putton Lane from School Hill 

Many thanks to the reader who supplied this historic photo



Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm. 

Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722

£12.00



Looking back at the old days in Chickerell and Fleet

NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell since the last issue of Contact Magazine: Top spot since our 
last edition was an Osprey, flying high over the football field off Lower Way. It was spotted because all the gulls were 
flying high and making a terrible racket – a sign of a raptor in the sky. The Osprey would have been on migration and 
only passing through but quite a sight. Ospreys can be identified in flight because of their narrow wings with a long 
‘hand’ of ‘four fingers’ and a short, square tail. They are also noticeably white underneath. Their food is fish, which 
they dive for and then carry away in their claws. Another raptor spotted on a walk near Buckland Ripers was a Marsh 
Harrier, seen flying low in the sky – its normal pattern - and notable for long, slim wings and tail. There has been no 
sign of the Sea Eagle, which has been on the Isle of Wight and was last seen in northern France; but there was a chance 
of a siting on our coast in the spring. 
On a sunny day also at the end of March Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Brimstone butterflies were all seen along the 
hedgerows by the water gardens in Putton Lane.
Six Wheatears, the first migrant birds usually to arrive in this country, were also spotted at the end of the month along 
with the first Swallow overhead at the beginning of April.
A walk along the shores of the Fleet saw some deer in the fields – a young buck with two females. It was also where 
blackthorn was in bloom to such an extent by the army camp that the bushes were weighed down by the blossoms and 
no bare wood was visible. In recent years the blossom has been more sparse, even though when it falls it is like a flurry 
of snow in the air. It has been a stunning spring for blossom and spring flowers and flowering shrubs. There has even 
been a beautiful carpet of wild flowers in bloom among the grass at Buckland Riper’s church cemetery. 

*******************************************************************************************

More memories from Esme. This month : Chickerell School: “My school days were not the best days of my life! 
There were three teachers and one headmaster. School commenced at 9am. A bell was rung ten minutes 
beforehand, known as the ‘first bell’, when children’s feet went scuttling along East Street hoping to get inside the 
gate to the playground before the ‘last’ bell was rung.
We then had to form lines in the playground – no talking, backs straight and swinging our arms, we marched into 
classrooms.
We were allowed to take ‘elevenses’ and to buy a cup of Horlicks at a halfpenny a cup in the winter.
We chanted our tables parrot fashion. Slates were used then for writing. Plasticine of various colours was passed 
around and invariably the colours got mixed together so that the shapes you made never looked very realistic. At 
12 o’clock we all scuttled off home to dinner and back again by 1.30. I must confess I was terrified of the 
Headmaster. He always carried a cane and would shout, calling you by your surname…”

*******************************************************************************************

The Turks Head Inn
Tel: 01305 778565

Open outside from 11am
Bringing the Inside Outside Restaurant. 

We have our outside covered restaurant for you to 
enjoy our lovely carvery and meals.

Live music Sunday 2nd May – Stacey Lou
The life & soul of the party with cool tunes from 4pm.
VIP table – come & celebrate that missed birthday

or long awaited get-together. 
Call Debbie for a reservation 01305 778565

**
WEDNESDAY MARKET from 9am-12.30

Buy local, buy fresh. Homemade gin, fruit & veg, 
butcher, local plants & even Lizzie Baking Bird with 

cakes & pastries.
**

Our popular Take Away menu available
Pick up or deliveries from 5pm. 

Carvery roasts, curries, burgers, fish & chips or our 
famous steak & ale pie plus lots more.

Find our menu on Facebook.



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, 

We have started to have two services a week since lockdown was eased.
This enables us to have the correct social distancing and masks are worn. 
Anyone wishing to come to church, who is not already allocated to a Sunday or a Wednesday at 10am, please 
contact one of the churchwardens, to see if there is space available.
We have visiting clergy taking our services, but not all will be Holy Communion. Please check with the 
churchwardens, if you would like to know:
Valerie Hale:          01305 781096
Elizabeth Eames:   01305 774405 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX

The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 
Ducklings Pre-School.

2nd May Pam Woodland (informal service and Church Council)
9th May Rev Gwyneth Owen, Chapel Anniversary (Holy Communion)
16th May Mark Barnsley
23rd May Tony Boyden
30th May Rev Brenda Stephenson

We will be open for services from 2nd May, when we will have a short informal service followed by a very brief 
Church Council (delayed from February) and a chance to chat with friends we have not seen for several months.  
We will start at approximately 10.30 and close by 11.15.  Please do not come before 10.20. Masks will still be 
required and social distancing will be observed. Sorry, but no singing is allowed at present.  On 9th May we will be 
celebrating our Church Anniversary at 10.30 when the service of Holy Communion will be led by Rev Gwyneth 
Owen.  Please contact Pam (782429 pamela.woodland2@gmail.com) if you would like to join us for this special 
service as seating will still be limited in line with Covid and Methodist Guidelines. In the meantime, we will 
continue to deliver the written service if required and with the Zoom service on Sundays at 5.00pm.  We have also 
been having ‘virtual’ coffee mornings and craft meetings on Zoom over the past months.  If you would like to join 
any of these please contact Pam for the links.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk

*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.

May 2nd B Stephenson                                                  May 9th R Dean
May 16th J Amey                                                            May 23rd United Service at Chickerell – A Boyden
May 30th G Owen – Holy Communion
Services will commence at 10.30am. All welcome!
*******************************************************************************************

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

******************************************************************************************
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road

******************************************************************************************
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR MAY





A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE  - May 1989
• The school PTA managed to collect 4.5 tonnes of paper, raising £55.80.  Readers were also urged to write to 

the district council to request a ‘village sized bottle bank’ to be sited at the Turks Head.
• Chickerell Utd Football Club reported that having finished fixtures for the season: “It now looks like we’ll 

finish fourth in the league, after a rather disappointing finale, which is still a credit to a team comprising local 
players.”

• A villager remembered Jean Facey, who was: ‘known by both the young and old and always greeted you with a 
smile and good morning. She conversed in a wide range of subjects, including cats, books and the highlands of 
Scotland. Many of the older people in the village will remember her when she was in the well known ‘Queen of 
Hearts’ café in St Albans Street; also her summer garden afternoon teas when living in the end cottage of 
Butterstreet, Fleet. It was during her remembrance funeral that I thought of what a person once said to me: Life 
is divided like the day – morning, afternoon and evening; as I am in the late afternoon, I seem to attend more 
village funerals that christenings and weddings.’

• Dr Houston pointed out to readers this month in 1989: ‘..that the established Chickerell Surgery at 30A Spiller 
Road continues to offer full medical services, including dispensing. It is open Monday to Friday from 12noon 
to 1.30pm and no appointments are required. Outside these hours contact the main Lanehouse Surgery..”

• All young ladies living in Chickerell and aged between nine and 15 years were invited to take part in the  
Chickerell Carnival Princess choosing ceremony on June 2nd 1989. The entry form was included in Contact 
which included a space for each entrant to add hobbies, interests and ambitions. 

*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU KNOW THAT: The infamous Great Storm of 1824, over the evening of November 22nd and into the 
early morning of November 23rd did not just hit Fleet and Fleet’s church, it hit the whole of the south west, from 
Devon right along the coast to Christchurch. It breached the Cobb at Lyme Regis, which had to be rebuilt. At West 
Bay the harbour was damaged with boats thrown about; three people drowned trying to escape the rising waters. 
There were shipwrecks with loss of crews off West Bay and Abbotsbury. Even ships sheltering in Weymouth Bay 
were lost or broke their moorings and washed ashore. One ship of 95 tons, carrying heavy guns and stores, bound 
for Portsmouth, was carried right up on to the crest of Chesil Beach.  The village of Chiswell on Portland saw 75 
houses badly damaged; 25 houses only had their foundations left. More than 20 people drowned and more than 
200 were made homeless. The total death toll in Dorset was around 100, half from Portland. Clothes were 
collected for the people of Portland and it was realised the devastated fishing industry on the island needed help to 
rebuild. The King sent money to help Weymouth and the Esplanade was rebuilt. The loss of life encouraged the 
vicar of Abbotsbury to call a meeting and set up the forerunner of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, which 
aimed to place rescue equipment at points all along the coast.  
*******************************************************************************************



A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! 
Affordable one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro 
musician and school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk
*********************************************************************************************************************

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. 
Established in Chickerell for over 22 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after 
two decades of trading. Phone 01305 830310.

Gardening Notes for May – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Gardeners and plants are dependent on the weather. The frosty nights through April made hardening-off 
seedlings tiresome while trying to avoid freezing them. And we need rain! Once the soil is above 6'c, 
flower seeds can be sown directly into their beds. Peas survive cold, but must be kept watered. I start my 
veg in trays until they are big enough to fight off the slugs and pigeons. Potatoes have been slow to start 
in the cold ground; cover new shoots as they appear, to encourage stronger growth. It is not too late to 
plant potatoes now for a later crop. Feed with a phosphate fertiliser.

When clearing old growth ready for new bedding, check for wildlife; hedgehogs, slow worms and birds 
may be nesting. Prune evergreen shrubs and hedges lightly after checking for nests. Cut out any green 
reversions from variegated shrubs. Soft cuttings can be taken now, including from herbaceous perennials. 
Garden Centres are stocked with new plants to tempt us to brighten the beds - check that the plants are 
bred in the UK, to reduce risk of infections and support our nurseries.

Watering is the biggest challenge at this time of year. Long dry spells need us to keep the levels steady -
remember containers, including hanging baskets, are thirsty. A general feed at fortnightly intervals for all 
plants will keep them healthy and able to combat variations in weather. Feed bulbs and plants that have 
finished flowering, especially Camellias, to boost them for next year.

******************************************************************************************************************



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday


