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WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield (01305) 773502. email: caroline@elephantsears.org - please send 
all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. 
If sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will 
be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which 
may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.
Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 
compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 
amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 
Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &
Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below)

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including 
past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but visits by appointment only 
after speaking to medical professional. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone. When Doctors surgery is closed 
and you need medical advice, dial 111. If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of 
smell or taste, do not go to the GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. 
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend in the pandemic you need an appointment via 111 service or via your GP practice.

Hurrah!  We are back. 
In February we would have printed our 521st edition, celebrating 45 years. 

Thank you to all our advertisers who have supported us during the lockdowns of the last 12 months.  
I am sorry to report the loss of John Outram. John had been a great help to Contact over the last few years. I will 
miss him very much. 
We are urgently asking for help to deliver Contacts to the agents. The printer sorts and packages them ready to 
deliver so we just need someone with a car to deliver them to the agents, which involves about two hours a month. 
I would like to thank Kate Williams who has retired from delivering Contact. We are also now looking for 
someone to deliver to Whynot Way, Elziver Close and Aldabrand Close on Chickerell Downs.
In 1999 the parish council realized they were not getting enough recognition from West Dorset or the county 
council so in 2000 along with Charlestown, Littlesea, Buckland Ripers and Tatton, we became Chickerell Town 
with a Mayor and Town Council. Ironically this was way before all the new housing estates were planned. 
People living in the new housing estate opposite Willowbed Hall, known as Grey’s Field, are concerned that the 
estate is referred to as Fry’s estate. Fry’s is the builder, not the owner of their homes. 
Well done to the volunteers of the Foodbank. Please continue to help with donations. 
For the last nine years Rev Jeremy Brading has been the parish priest of St Mary’s. This month Jeremy and his 
family are leaving to take up a post in the Diocese of Lichfield. I wish them well and thank him for his help when I 
was Mayor.  Looking back to February 1989 we welcomed a new dentist, Adam Simmons. At the end of last year 
Adam and his wife Sandra retired. I wish them both a long and happy retirement. 
Many people have lost loved ones in the last few months. To all who mourn we send our sincere condolences.
Finally:  Contact urgently needs more help if we are to continue serving the town.                           John Dean              



MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE News from Chickerell Town Council:  Elections have 
been postponed until May this year due to the pandemic. The election for the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Dorset is still scheduled to take place. You have to be on the electoral register to vote. For further information see 
the website: https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or contact the Elections Team 01305 838299.
*******************************************************************************************
HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE NEXT 15 YEARS IN CHICKERELL BY VOTING NEXT MONTH: 
Residents will be able to vote on Chickerell’s Neighbourhood Plan in a local referendum on May 6th (the day 

when polling stations are open for the election of the new Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner). The 
neighbourhood plan was begun by the town council four years ago with the aim of setting out what Chickerell 
wanted to protect and plan for in the area up until 2036, including facilities such as a new health centre. The plan 
does not propose more housing on green field sites, as apart from the area’s growth in housing since the 1970s, the 
2015 West Dorset local plan allocated large sites which have yet to be completed.
The referendum asks residents to vote either yes or no to the plan.  If the plan is accepted by residents (a yes vote) 
then developers will be less likely to get new Chickerell sites approved for development.  If it is rejected (a no 
vote) than the plan’s policies protecting open spaces, creating wildlife corridors, preserving hedgerows etc., will 
not come into force.
The plan can be viewed online at: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-
policy/dorset-council-planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans-in-dorset/chickerell-neighbourhood-plan.aspx
Some printed copies will be available to view on request from the town council. Residents needing printed copies 
are requested to email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk or write to Chickerell Town Council while the office is 
closed during the pandemic. The address of the town council is: Chickerell Town Council Office, Putton Lane, 
Chickerell, DT3 4AJ.
******************************************************************************************
MORE HOMES IN CHICKERELL UNDER DORSET PLAN: While the country was in lockdown Dorset 
Council invited comments on plans for more than 30,000 homes across the county, including 4,000 homes on 
countryside north of Dorchester and 800 more in Chickerell. Residents were invited to comment online by March 
15th. Dorset Council said the Government wants more than 30,000 homes built in Dorset by 2038. There were 
requests for the March deadline to be extended by local groups and the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE) as it was felt residents needed more time to comment. 
*******************************************************************************************
ANIMAL CHARITY APPRECIATION: From Rosie, Yvonne and Jess the dog: A very big thank you to all our 
friends and residents of Chickerell and Charlestown for the donations of food, treats, toys, etc., for Margaret Green 
Animal Rescue. It really is appreciated and makes a big difference at these difficult times, as all charities are 
suffering. To the ladies for their knitting to sell in the shop and to the gents for making bird boxes and to Ken, who 
has given food all year round, a very big thank you. 
It is with regret that we will not be able to take in or collect any more donations, but thank you all over the years 
for your support. If possible, you can still drop donations off at the Margaret Green Animal Rescue Shop at 5, St 
Thomas Street (at the top end of town next to the House of Sounds pub). We will still collect food, toys, treats, 
etc., for the animals at Christmas as that makes a huge difference. We will remind you later in the year.
Thank you to the two ladies dressed as elves on their lovely horse and cart trimmed up; it put a smile on people’s 
faces. Once again, thank you all and please carry on donating. We wish you all health and happiness and stay safe!
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS LANEHOUSE AND CHICKERELL SURGERIES: A new registrar joined 
the practice in February, Beatrice Ntoso. She will be with the surgery for a year. A physiotherapist, Chris 
Brookes, who offers telephone appointments on a Thursday, is also now available. To book, contact 
reception.  
“We have been made aware of scam emails/phone calls/letters asking patients to book and pay for their Covid-19 
vaccinations. We would like to make it very clear that patients will never be expected to pay for these vaccines. If 
you think you have been a victim of fraud please report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. 
“We are keen to improve membership of our patient participation group. We currently meet using Zoom. You 
don’t need the App to join, we email you the link. Topics we have discussed recently include: progress on the 
vaccinations and an update on planning for a Portland waste incinerator and health consequences for us from 
emission. For more information contact the surgery or our Chair Rosemary Smeeton 
rosemary.smeeton2@btinternet.com



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday



More news plus Charities, Groups, Clubs and Societies
FOODBANK LATEST: “From all of us thank you all for your support over the last four months. It has been 
really humbling and heart-warming to receive all the wonderful donations of food and goodies and very much 
appreciated by all the recipients. You can see the visual effect of taking one burden off their shoulders at a time of 
need. To date we have distributed close to 160 parcels and by the time you read this 70 Easter treat boxes. Please 
note that drop off points for any donations are Chickerell School,  Chickerell pharmacy, 56 Lilly Lane 
and 15 Marshallsay Court. Please do not leave any donations at the vicarage until further notice.
If you find yourself in need for whatever reason please call/text 07872861523 
or email placemarys4@gmail.com You DO NOT NEED a referral number from the doctors or other agency. We 
are here to help and most of our parcels are delivered at this time. God bless you all.” Jacqui & the team 

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM THE LOCAL LITTER TEAM: From Brian: There have been fewer people around over 
lockdown and this should have resulted in less litter. However, there was still evidence of take away food & drink 
rubbish on our streets and countryside. One take away discarded can result in nine or 10 pieces of litter: Hot drink 
container, lid, straw, food container, salt & pepper, sachet of sauce, fork & a bag. All of this spreads across hedges 
and the road, which looks as though several people have caused the mess. Walking along Coldharbour Road I saw 
cans of the same brand of lager all the way down. Again, that is likely to be one offender in the habit of throwing 
the can out of a car window. We have come a long way since our 2009 ‘Find a Bin & Put it In’ campaign but there 
is still the few that need convincing that dropping litter only passes the problem on to someone else. Soon life is 
going to be explosively busy, all doing the things we have not done for such a long time. Enjoy yourself but take 
care and respect the environment; keeping Chickerell neat & tidy.
*******************************************************************************************
DOG CONCERNS: Contact has received complaints about the amount of dog mess in the village. Mick Legg, 
who was born in Chickerell village and lived here ever since says he has never seen so much on the pavements. He 
has also seen dogs on the Lower Way football field, where dogs are not allowed. Please see the town council page 
this month for details of the new Dog Related Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO).
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The village cafe is set to return to the Willowbed Hall on Saturday 
3rd July, subject to lifting of Covid restrictions. More details to follow in May.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB:  From Ann: “Hello everyone, I trust you are all well and bearing up 
under the rules. Hopefully we can now see light at the end of the tunnel and we can be back together again. I am in 
negotiations for our luncheon club to re-start in June/July. Watch this space and keep safe. We will have vacancies 
so if anyone would like to join us; the meals are great and so is the company. Any queries please phone 783002.
*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE NEWS - from Marion: Not a lot of news but even in 
lockdown the hall has had to be maintained. Some of the fencing around the grounds has been replaced and the 
interior has had a fresh coat of paint. All the curtains have also been dry cleaned so that the old place is ready to 
welcome people back again. Thanks to Robbie and any helpers for all the hard work. There is hope that, barring 
any further restrictions, we can start from 12th April; fingers crossed! Sadly, there are always some 
individuals who don’t have any respect for property etc., and we have noticed vehicles using the car park in the 
evenings and leaving their litter behind. Also, some dog-owners have been allowing their pets to foul without 
clearing up after them - please be aware this is not acceptable and will be dealt with if seen. I hope that you have 
all coped well during this past year and that the Covid hasn’t had a too devastating effect on any of you. Those 
who it has, we send our sympathies and good wishes. We hope that most of you will have had your jabs by now 
and that soon we will be able to go back to a relatively ‘normal’ lifestyle. Any queries to Joe Castleman on 01305 
789125 Marion Hardcastle on 01305 761744 or see Facebook under Charlestown Victory Hall.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: With the ‘rule of six’, that should enable people to meet 
outside, due to commence on the 29th March, the Walkers Club will follow on as was arranged last year. People 
on the walkers’ list will be contacted, offering a walk on a rota system. We are looking ahead to the Government’s 
aim on 17th May of 30 people being able to meet up outside. That is when the Club can operate as normal, offering 
a walk anyone who want to come. I will confirm in the May edition of Contact Magazine.                Brian 770678. 





£12.00

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: We have been unable to meet for services in church during Lockdown, but a 
service has been available online each week. Similarly, we have been unable to hold fundraising events, but re-
launched our annual 100 Club at the beginning of March.  Thank you to all who have joined this year; we have 92 
members signed up, so have been able to offer four monthly prizes of £15, £12 and 2 x £5. If anyone would still 
like to join, it will cost £11 for the April Draw (if you get your ‘Contact’ in time), or £10 to be included in the May 
Draw for the rest of the year. Please ring John and Hilary on 01305 772817 for an entry form. Thanks also to 
everyone who took a collecting box or an envelope to help support The Children’s Society, as we were unable to 
hold our Christingle Service in December. We have been able to send £100 to the Charity. We hope, very much, to 
be able to hold our Books/Plants and Bric-a-Brac Sale at 11 Randall Close, on the late May Bank Holiday (31st), 
depending on Covid regulations at the time. Look out for details in next month’s ‘Contact’ and posters round the 
village. Our Rector for the past nine years, Rev. Jeremy Brading, is leaving our parish in mid-April, to take up a 
new post in the Lichfield area. We wish him and all the family the very best for the future.  
*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Trading Post will re-open on Wednesdays from 21st 
April, 2 - 4pm. The ‘click & collect’ service will continue, with collections on Saturday mornings. Payment can 
be made by bank transfer, or card in shop. No cash. Seed potatoes at £1.60 per kilo (or per potato!) are still 
available - not too late to plant this month. Seeds, composts, fertilisers, pots, canes, fleece and netting, etc., are 
available - just ask. Plants will be on sale when we open.
Membership fees are due: £5 a year! New Members welcome. Email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or call 07960481501.

*******************************************************************************************

More news plus Charities, Groups, Clubs and Societies



Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm. 

Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified



CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com Good News! All being well the library will be able to open its 
doors again, taking it slowly from April 12th, when we will be open for three sessions, two hours each:  Tuesday: 
10am-12noon; Thursday: 2pm-4pm. Saturday: 10am-12noon. We will still be keeping COVID safe, using the 
front steps, please follow the arrows in the back door and though the library to choose your books; use the self-
service machine to check your books out, then out though the front door, turn right, then down the slope or though 
the garden to the top entrance. You will be required to wear a mask and use the sanitiser. We will also be taking 
name and phone number for track and trace. For children: There are plenty of books for one  year olds and 
upwards including reading books, board books, picture books, non-fiction books, teen books and teen+ So come 
on children use the library! To keep updated look at our Facebook page and website 
Chickerellcommunitylibrary.co.uk     Or ring Pam 07778961363.   Happy reading!
*******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Places for two year olds are extremely limited for September and are subject to availability. We do have some 
availability in September for three and four year olds. Contact us now for an application form. 
INFORMATION FROM DUCKLINGS: During April we would normally be looking forward to our Easter 
Fayre.  However, due to Covid, we decided to have an Easter raffle and an Easter egg colouring competition, for 
the children at Ducklings and the community to join in with. For all those that have taken part we really appreciate 
your continued support to raise money for essential resources for the children. Covid has unfortunately had a 
massive impact on our community fundraising events. We have some great ideas ready for the summer to raise 
some much-needed funds! As we approach the spring, and hopefully some warmer weather, we would like to 
refresh our herb garden and plant some vegetables to promote physical development and an understanding of 
growth and changes in our environment. Any donations of plants or seeds would be greatly appreciated.
For further information about registering your child with us please contact Michelle or Sharon.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES:  For registration forms/questions please call Clare Ash on 01305 773103 or contact via 
pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY
We were all so excited to welcome our wonderful children back into school after what seemed like a very long 
period of lockdown. We could not wait to see their smiling faces and to have all of our school family back together 
under one roof again. We are currently focusing on settling our children back into school and making sure they 
feel happy and settled again. We have planned activities which are helping them to re-establish friendships, bond 
with their classmates and teachers and have lots of fun together so they feel excited about coming back into school 
every morning. Each day the children are having opportunities to share their feelings, to be involved in creative 
activities and to enjoy a range of outdoor physical activities. We want them to laugh, play, run, chat and be the 
social little beings that they were before lockdown. Looking ahead, we have a fantastic recovery programme in 
place to help our children to enjoy a range of wonderful enrichment activities such as forest school, cookery, craft 
clubs etc, alongside support for any learning needs identified by their teachers following lockdown.  All of our 
stringent procedures for keeping our children, staff and parents as safe as possible, in line with government 
guidelines, continue to be followed and we are as always, hugely grateful to our parents for their continued support 
with these during these difficult times. The children, staff and governors would like to send you our very best 
wishes; we hope that you are taking good care of yourselves and staying as safe as possible. 
We are looking to appoint new School Governors – Our governors play a vital role in making sure that every 
child receives the best possible education. You do not need to be an educational professional to be a governor but 
you do need to be passionate about education. If you would like to discuss joining our governing body, please 
contact the school office (telephone783876) and ask for the contact details of our Chair of Governors.
*******************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH PAVILION HOPES TO RE-OPEN next month, subject to the expected lifting of pandemic 
restrictions. The pavilion has also re-scheduled the cancelled Christmas pantomime performances of Rapunzel, 
due to take place from December 30th to January 3rd to performances from June 4th to June 6th.  

More news, plus playgroups & school notes





CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL (planning applications overleaf)

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.

CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL
Council Tax: Town Council Members voted unanimously not to raise the precept, the town council’s portion of 
the council tax bill, for 2021/22.  Coun Jeff Mogg, Mayor of Chickerell, said the council was very aware that these 
were difficult times for residents. 

Responsible dog owners bag their dog’s waste and put it in the nearest bin, but a small minority bag it then 
throw it into the nearest tree/bush. If you are aware of anybody doing this or witness this, please report it to the 
Dog Warden on the Dorset Council website. Help keep Chickerell clean. The Dog Related Public Spaces 
Protection Order (PSPO) came into force on 1 January. The order states owners are to pick up their dog’s waste in 
all public spaces and dispose of it appropriately. No dogs are allowed in enclosed children’s play areas or on 
marked sports pitches; no dogs are allowed on certain beaches between 1 May and 30 September; dogs are to be 
put on a lead when instructed to do so by an authorised officer; dogs are to be kept on a lead in signposted and 
identified areas. Full details of the order at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental-health/dog-warden

Defibrillators: We are very fortunate in Chickerell to have six of these life saving devices registered for use 
including the one at the Willowbed Hall. The ambulance service has the code to unlock the cabinet when needed. 
It has to be kept locked to make sure it is not inappropriately used and available 24/7. Town Council officers 
check the device weekly and do a monthly check of the adult and paediatric pad expiry dates, prep kit, defibrillator 
case and cabinet. When a call is made to the emergency services call handlers are automatically provided with 
information of nearby defibrillators. Currently this is measured within 200 meters of the incident; the most recent 
event fell just outside of this range, resulting in a manual search by the call handler on their system.



KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.
Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249



TOWN COUNCIL NEWS CONTINUED..
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (current and not previously printed in Contact): 
WD/D/21/000098: Littlesea Holiday Park, Lynch Lane: Installation of arrivals lodge with associated 
infrastructure and ancillary landscaping works.
WD/D/21/000061: 8 Oldridge Road: Erection of timber fence at rear boundary.
WD/D/21/00056: 12A Lower Putton Lane: Erection of single storey side and rear extension.
WD/D/21/000049: 31 Higher End, Chickerell: Erect single storey rear extension.
WD/D/20/002954: Wood Cottage, Nottington Lane, Tatton: Installation of 2 air source heat pumps on rear 
elevation of house to provide domestic heating and hot water.
WD/D/20/003225: 2 Elliott Way, Chickerell: Creation of bedrooms in roof space.
WD/D/20/003149: Land opposite 2-4 Browns Crescent, Chickerell: Erect 2 dwellings (Outline – Access and 
Layout).
WD/D/20/003122: Land West of Putton Lane, Chickerell: Erection of 5 dwellings (Outline – All Matters 
Reserved).
WD/D/20/003291: 14 Australia Road, Chickerell: Erection of first floor rear and side extension.
WD/D/20/003270: 478 – 480 Land Between Chickerell Road: Outline application for the erection of 3 houses 
and garages – revised scheme (Variation of Conditions 1, 2, 6, 8, 9 & 11 of planning permission WD/D/1500188). 
Change of Use: P/COU/2021/00355: 18 Albany Road, Granby Industrial Estate, Chickerell
Change of use from General Industrial (Class B) to Dog Day care (Class SG Sui Generis) and erection of 6ft high 
fenced area.
*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the 
time being. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS
Did you know about the Buy with Confidence national scheme of traders, approved by Trading Standards? 
Trading Standards advises anyone seeking to have work done in their home gets quotes for the work first and 
picks a trader from a recognised scheme. The Buy with Confidence Scheme provides consumers with a list of 
local businesses which have given their commitment to operate in a legal, honest and fair way. The businesses are 
vetted and approved by professionally qualified Trading Standards Officers who will have visited the trader to 
ensure their compliance with the law and to help ensure they will provide a quality service.  The business will 
have to pass tailored background checks which include each applicant being checked against the National Trading 
Standards complaints database. Continual monitoring is undertaken to ensure the integrity of the scheme. While 
Trading Standards cannot promise a Buy With Confidence member’s work will be perfect every time, you can 
expect any problems to be dealt with fairly by the business and Trading Standards can offer to assist and help 
resolve any issues. Look out for the Buy With Confidence logo, visit the website www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
or call the Citizens Advice Service helpline on 0808 223 1133.
Parcel deliveries: Trading Standard recommendations include: Remember to check delivery policies before you 
place an order, including whether it is a trader or private seller if online; if you do provide details of a safe space 
or nominated neighbour, and something goes wrong, it may not be the seller or courier’s responsibility. Remember 
that if a parcel goes missing, your purchase and contract is with the seller. If your parcel goes missing you should 
speak with the seller to deal with the problem, not the courier company.  
For advice on a consumer problem, or to report something to Trading Standards, contact the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133 or visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consume
*******************************************************************************************
FAMILY CHARITY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS FOR TRAINING: Home Start West Dorset, the charity that 
offers practical and emotional support to families with children under five, is looking for more volunteers. During 
the pandemic this support has included telephone and video calls and outside socially distanced meetings. 
Volunteers need parenting experience and two to three hours a week free to support a local family. Training takes 
26 hours and all volunteers receive regular help and guidance through a dedicated member of staff. This includes 
personal supervision every six weeks and ongoing training opportunities. For more information contact: Helen 
Horsley, Manager, Home-Start West Dorset 07805 507161 or email office@homestartwestdorset.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU KNOW THAT: More memories from a reader: In the ‘old days’ on the gravel verge on the opposite 
side of the road to the Lugger, when it was time to grit and tar the land and roads, a steamroller man used to stay 
with his little ‘travelling house’ and every morning he used to fill his steam engine with water from the well. 



Looking back at the old days in Chickerell and Fleet

NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell since the last issue of Contact Magazine: There have been 
some very cold mornings since the post Christmas pandemic lockdown but it has not stopped the Robins singing as 
dawn breaks, or the sparrows. The sparrows have been merrily chatting to each other in the hedgerows around The 
Stalls football field and on the path by the primary academy. On really cold mornings the sparrows have been spotted 
sat in the hedgerows with their feathers so fluffed up to keep warm that they resemble little round powder puffs.
Starlings and Gulls have been making their presence felt too, along with a small flock (known as charm) of Goldfinches 
flying around the Willowbed field and Lower Way. As the weeks have gone by the sound of the dawn chorus is getting 
louder, a real harbinger of spring.
Walking down to the shores of the Fleet a single Curlew, with its long, curved beak, was often seen in one of the fields 
along the shore by Chickerell Hive. He has probably moved on to nest further up country by now.
On the Fleet lagoon itself there have been large flocks of Coot, notable for their big white beaks and if you can see 
them, their large webbed feet. The diving ducks called Mergansers have also been spotted; long and sleek with a ‘punk’ 
hairstyle on view when they come out of the water.
Bullfinches and Song Thrushes have been heard in the Chickerell Downs Woodland Trust reserve and deer spotted as 
dusk falls in the area around the electricity sub station. 
It was good to see a Greater Spotted Woodpecker hunt up and down a tree trunk at the bottom end of Lower Putton 
Lane and to hear one ‘drumming’ the trees bordering the football field on Lower Way, advertising to females. Grey 
Wagtails are also still being seen flitting in and around the water course that runs through the Grey’s Field estate.
*******************************************************************************************

More memories from Esme. This month haymaking: My Grandfather had a small farm and haymaking was always 
looked forward to by the children, The grass would be cut and left lying until it had dried. Then, when it was ‘fit’ 
(having been turned and was dried out), it was raked up into lines, then finally raked into heaps and loaded up on 
the wagon that would take it into the yard and would be made into a rick. During all this activity my aunt would 
bring out a white starched tablecloth and spread it on the grass. On this she would provide plates of cucumber 
sandwiches, fruit cake and two huge enamel jugs of tea. Building a rick was thirsty work and dusty too! Cider was 
provided as well but in moderation as one or two men had been known to fall off the hayrick! The whole operation 
of hay-making was done very harmoniously, everyone willing to lend a hand wherever it was needed.
And wash day…Clothes and bedding was invariably washed on Monday. The ‘copper’ was filled with water and 
the fire lit underneath. Sunlight soap and washing soda were always used. After rubbing the wet clothes on the 
rubbing board they were put in the copper to boil…. The ironing was done on the kitchen table covered by a 
blanket and sheet. The irons were heated by standing them on end up against the bars of the kitchen range fire.

*******************************************************************************************



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, 

We are unable to confirm services for April due to Government restrictions.
As Contact goes to press, the church is closed apart from the Foodbank, which is continuing.
Please see the church noticeboards, the website and our Facebook page for the latest information.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX

The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 
Ducklings Pre-School.

We have taken the decision not to re-open the Methodist Church at Chickerell for services during April.  
This is very disappointing as we will again not be able to celebrate Easter Sunday together in person.  However, 
we have given the decision careful and prayerful thought and feel that, with the benefit of hindsight following 
previous short re-openings, it would be better to wait and see how the return of children to school and re-opening 
of businesses affects the Covid figures.
In the meantime, we continue to keep in touch with our congregation by delivering the written service and with the 
Zoom service on Sundays.  
We have also been having ‘virtual’ coffee mornings and craft meetings on Zoom over the past months.  If you 
would like to join any of these please contact Pam (01305 782429) for the links. 
Our thoughts go out to those who have lost loved ones over the past year, whether through the pandemic or not, 
and we look forward with hope to again being able to meet our friends and families. 
We do not intend to put our lives ‘on hold’ for ever and hope that we will be able to open in May in time for our 
Chapel Anniversary.  By which time hopefully those who qualify will have received their second Covid 
vaccination and will feel safe to meet others.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk

*******************************************************************************************

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.

April 4th (Easter Sunday)     Jean Churchill                        April 11th Mark Barnsley
April  18th                                             G Owen                                  April 25th J Yarrien

Services will commence at 10.30am. All welcome!

*******************************************************************************************
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 

ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

******************************************************************************************
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road

******************************************************************************************
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR APRIL





A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE  - February 1989
• Contact celebrated its 13th anniversary with news that copies of Contact would be placed in the chemist at 

Lanehouse to cover the Littlesea estate. More copies were also to be printed to cover the new estates at 
Chickerell Downs and Putton Lane (Putton Lane estate opposite The Stalls football pitch). 

• The developers of the new homes in Putton Lane promised to reinstate the grass area at the junction of Putton 
Lane and Lower Way and keep the road clean and clear of contractors vehicles.

• War on Waste and the primary school organised a paper recycling scheme with money raised to go to the PTA. 
A skip was to be placed in the school playground (when it was on School Hill): ‘So will all Chickerell residents 
who want to help the school and save trees please start saving all paper from today.’

• The editor announced that a dental practice had opened in the village – Mr Simmons at 452a Chickerell Road.
• Developers Richards and Puszkarz informed the parish council that street names for their new homes in 

Elizabeth Way and Fleet Court (off Putton Lane by Charlestown Post Office) would be in position within the 
next six weeks which would ‘greatly assist the emergency services’.

• Moonfleet (Hotel) had successfully held its annual squash championship.
• Chickerell Youth Club announced that its centre had developed serious leaks and therefore needed re-roofing. 

It was hoped new Bingo evenings would help raise the money needed.
• Harry and Gillian announced they had returned to The Blue Moon cellar bar at Moonfleet Manor Hotel and 

would be offering bar snacks along with A La Carte meals.
• The Mace grocery store (where Chickerell Pharmacy is now) advertised it now stocked Sun Cottage 

Wholefoods apart from its groceries, fruit and vegetables and Dorset Cake Co cakes and bread.

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE  - March 1989
• The editor was asked by a reader to remind residents of the bus service each week to Bridport and to 

Dorchester market. The bus to Bridport used to go every Saturday from Chickerell Post Office at 9.15am and 
return just after 2pm. The Dorchester Wednesday market bus, via Abbotsbury, left from the post office at 
9.22am on Wednesdays, arriving in Dorchester just over an hour later, returning at lunchtime. 

• A ‘Happy resident’ reported how lucky we were to live in such a lovely country village with so many amenities 
– grocer with personal service and delivery; Post Office, hairdresser, butcher, florist, dentist and doctors 
surgeries; library, public houses and restaurants, garages, petrol, bus service half hourly as well as a hairdresser, 
shop and pub at Charlestown. He also noted all the groups and societies, the youth club and primary school.

• Moonfleet Sports and Country Club reported a continued thriving local membership to enjoy its wide range of 
sports facilities – all weather tennis courts, squash, indoor bowls and health and leisure club. The leisure club 
offered a sauna, sun-bed, gym and swimming pool with programmes and lessons. 

• Allen and Carol-Ann Hains sent a big thank you for all the cards and gifts they had received on their retirement 
(as youth leaders) from Chickerell Youth Club. 

• Chickerell Utd FC reported they were at the top of the league with five victories since Christmas, including two 
home wins against Portland Wanderers and Weymouth WMC. 

• Chickerell Parish Council announced a site meeting with the county surveyor to lay out the new cemetery. It 
was hoped the work would be completed by the end of 1989. The council also planted two trees on the football 
field boundary with the patch of grass at the junction of Lower Way and Putton Lane.

• The council reported that fire engines were going to Putton Scrap Yard (Charlestown end of Putton Lane) to 
train officers in the vital skills of vehicle rescue work.

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE  - April 1989
• The death was announced of Miss Jean Facey, aged 93. Miss Facey came to the village in 1912 with her father, 

the village doctor. 
• The parish council responded to more complaints about litter outside Budmouth School: ‘We would like to 

request parents with children at Budmouth assist us in this matter by speaking to them about the problem’.
• Charlestown Youth Club decided its spring 1989 project would be to plant flower beds and cut the grass 

surrounding the Victory Hall, Charlestown. Donations of plants and cuttings would be gratefully received.
• The new Chickerell branch GP surgery was now open at 452a Chickerell Road with a GP in attendance 

Monday to Friday from 12noon to 1pm and from 5.30pm to 6pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
• Chickerell Methodist Church was planning a sponsored knit-in for later in the year. 
• A reader said her Countryside Companion told her that if ‘April was wet, the wheat would be good’ and  

mentioned the tale of St Swithun’s Day – if it rained on July 15 it would continue raining for 40 days. If, 
however, it was fair: ‘for 40 days twill rain nae mair’. 



WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! 
Affordable one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro 
musician and school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk
*********************************************************************************************************************

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. 
Established in Chickerell for over 22 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after 
two decades of trading. Phone 01305 830310.

Gardening Notes for April – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
The wet winter and stormy March have kept the soil very soggy. Adding sand, grit and/or compost can 
help with drainage, making the texture better for seeds. Traditionally, vegetables are sown outdoors after 
the equinox, using the full moon!
Early seed potatoes are planted on Good Friday. You can still buy seed potatoes now and chit them for 
planting in succession. First Earlies are ready to eat in 10 weeks; second Earlies take 14 weeks and main 
crop 18-20, but can be left in the ground longer until needed.
Flower seeds can be sown in situ, once the soil has warmed above 6 degrees centigrade  - soil 
thermometers are available. Tender plants should be grown under cover, hardened off and planted out 
when strong enough. Late frosts are still possible, so cover flowering shrubs with fleece or net curtains 
overnight, to save the flowers from burning. Young seedlings will need a simple cover, too.
Weeds must be kept under control: Dig up the perennial weeds, roots and all (do not put in compost); 
annuals can be hoed off.
Shrubs, hedges and trees should all be fed now with a general fertiliser - blood, fish and bone or 
Growmore. Water-in then add a mulch to retain moisture in dry spells. Remember plants in containers, 
too.
When mowing a lawn in the spring, only remove a third of the growth at each cut. Consider leaving areas 
to grow for wild flowers until August; bees will be grateful. Add spring lawn feed after mowing.

******************************************************************************************************************




