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A SELECTION OF CHICKERELL VILLAGE SHOW ENTRIES – Sept 2021 

INSIDE – EVENTS & NEWS FROM ALL AROUND THE LOCAL AREA
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Entries were displayed at the 
Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane



WHO TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: (01305) 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson: (01305) 773502. email: caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all letters to 
the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. When sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & 
the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for 
queries.  Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be 
published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of 
the editor, compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of 
going to press. Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. 
Closing date for adverts: (including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. 
Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 
Alf’s Fish & Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below)

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine including 
past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
Website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk. 
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the 
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT CARE CENTRE at Weymouth Community
Hospital. Open 8am to 8pm, seven days a week. Appointment only during COVID Pandemic 01305 762541.
*******************************************************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Weymouth

to see the Willowbed Hall back in full use again and we were so fortunate with marvellous weather and being
treated to live entertainment out on the green by The Weymouth Concert Brass.
This month we say thank you and goodbye to Janet Keel and welcome Julia Childs as our new agent for WhyNot
Way and Elziver Close. Also, we welcome Jonny Woodland and his wife Carol who with the help of Yvonne
Watmore are going to take on the mammoth task of delivering contacts to the new Grey’s Field development. And
if you’ve just moved in: Welcome to Chickerell!
Very pleased to see our bins were all emptied by Dorset Council’s waste services during the past month.
In last month’s issue, we printed a picture of an Australian soldier who we thought married Helen Marshallsay. It
should have read May Marshallsay. Thank you to Mrs Peggy Webb for this information.
I have lived in Chickerell all my life and watched the small village grow into a town, However, I am extremely
disturbed to hear of two recent animal related incidents. A gentleman from North Square rang me in great distress
to tell me his beloved cat had been attacked and killed in his garden by an out of control dog. The dog was meant
to be on a lead. Shockingly the owner has failed to come forward and identify themselves. I would respectably
remind animal owners that it is an offence for a dog to be dangerously out of control in public.
A few weeks ago, I was watching, as I often do, up at the graceful flocks of Canadian Geese flying over when I
heard gunshots. I am horrified to hear that some dead and injured birds landed in people’s gardens and someone
was hit by falling gun pellets. Frankly, I am stunned and urge those perpetrators to desist. Perhaps it is time to
rethink our present gun ownership laws? JOHN DEAN

Many congratulations to all those involved for organising the Village 
Show. Well done to all the exhibitioners for their entries. It was so good
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mailto:caroline@elephantsears.org
http://www.chickerell.com/
http://www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus


NEWS……NEWS…..NEWS…..NEWS….NEWS….NEWS….
HEART STARTER AT LUGGER INN: After Christian Erikson collapsed on the football pitch in the Euros and 
his life was saved within minutes thanks to a defibrillator and the actions of people nearby, The Lugger decided to 
try and raise money to install a community defibrillator just outside the pub in West Street. The Lugger’s Liam 
Coles said it was felt that with more houses being built combined with existing residents and plenty of visitors to 
the pub, it would be a good location. Members of staff have also had basic training in resuscitation. Liam says: 
“Locals and a few businesses, including a £500 donation from Dorset Showhomes, helped raise nearly £1,000. 
The Lugger then topped up the remaining to pay for the machine and box. Local electricians Pye Hill Electrical 
will install the box and electrical supply as a donation.” The date of installation: Set for September 24th. 
(Other defibrillator locations: Charlestown Victory Hall, Chickerell Library, Willowbed Hall)
*******************************************************************************************
FROM WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: Busy times: Since the beginning of 
September, the surgery has only been taking calls for patients needing urgent appointments on the day between the 
hours of 8.30am and 10.30am. Trained receptionists have been taking the details needed to refer patients to the 
most appropriate person. Non-urgent queries from 10.30am and patients have been encouraged to use the eConsult 
via the surgery website at www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk to avoid phone queues.  The surgery 
picked up 7,218 phone calls in July 2021.  Patients are being asked to make sure the surgery has the correct phone 
number and to ensure that if a telephone call has been arranged with a clinician, patients need to remember to have 
their phone with them and answer ‘withheld’ calls on the day of the appointment. A non-urgent option when 
phoning the surgery, bypassing the reception team, is an answerphone service: Option 2 is for queries regarding 
hospital referrals and private medical reports or examination.  Option 3 is for medication queries. 
*****************************************************************************************
BIN ISSUES – FROM DORSET COUNCIL: The council, responsible for kerbside bin collections and litter bin 
emptying, says the effects of the national HGV driver shortage and the continuing impact of the pandemic is 
starting to disrupt waste services. The council says it is working hard to keep key services going but it has had to 
suspend/delay garden waste collections to help support rubbish, food and recycling collections. It says:
· Always report your missed collection directly to Dorset Council, even if whole street is affected. Website 

has an automated system to say what’s happening and provide guidance on what to do next 
· Weblink - Missed bin collection - Dorset Council
· Please ensure bins are out by 6am on your collection day. Some rounds are being carried out differently, 

meaning vans might turn up earlier or later in the day than usual.
· If a litter bin is full, do not leave litter on top/next to it or on the floor nearby, please take it home and put in 

your household bin. Report over-filled bins on the Dorset Council website.
· If any garden waste collections have to be cancelled/stood down people will be contacted directly. 
· Rubbish, recycling, garden and food waste can be dropped off free of charge at any of Dorset’s household 

recycling centres, operating as normal.
If anyone is interested in joining Dorset Council’s waste services as a driver or a loader, they can find out more 
about current vacancies at https://jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/

******************************************************************************************
WORK IN CHICKERELL COMMUNITY GARDEN: A working group for Peto Garden Volunteers is 
planned for 23rd October 10am to noon. The aim is to tidy up and look at some improvement projects in the 
garden, next to the Chickerell Community Library in East Street. Anyone who would like to help is welcome. 
Brian says volunteers do not have to be gardeners: “This is the only public garden in Chickerell, so we want to do 
our best to provide a relaxing space to be enjoyed. Gloves and tools are provided; all we need is your presence.”
*******************************************************************************************
POPPY APPEAL from Pat, local organiser: Local Poppy Appeal Organiser required for Chickerell; please 
contact Royal British Legion via their website. Pat Arthars will deliver Poppy wreaths and Poppy collection boxes 
as usual this year two weeks before Remembrance Sunday. Hopefully a new volunteer will come forward to take 
over for next year. Your support for the Poppy Appeal locally is much appreciated.
*******************************************************************************************
FUND-RAISING ANIMAL CHARITY SHOW CANCELLATION: From Rosie & Yvonne: “Hi to all our 
friends and residents of Chickerell and Charlestown. We are so sorry there was not an activity day at Church 
Knowle on September 4th as it was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances after the advert was put in to 
‘Contact’ so it was too late to do anything. All we can do is to say sorry and apologise and hope not too many 
people were inconvenienced. Thank you.” 

http://www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk/
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NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S – Chickerell’s historic, listed church in North Square

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB – First Thursday monthly at Marquis of Granby pub 

CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB – Group walks each month in the local area

MARSHALLSAY COURT COFFEE MORNINGS every Weds at the flats in Marshallsay Rd, 10-11am 

SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL runs monthly Village Café in Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane & other events 

CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE venue for classes, clubs and events

DIARY DATES
Monday: pm: Ballet; Modern Tap* (WSB); eve - Line & Partner Dancing (Dixie Six) Tuesday: pm/eve: Ballet;
Modern Tap* (WSB) Wednesday: am & pm: Cygnets & Swans Ballet* (WSB); pm - WHIST; eve - Line &
Partner Dancing (Dixie Six). Thursday: pm/eve - Gymnastics* (WSB) Friday: am - Early Movers* (WSB);
evening - BINGO (fortnightly) Saturday: am Cygnets Ballet* (WSB) * additional dance sessions available.
Enquiries: WSB (Weymouth School of Ballet) – 07703463974. Dixie Six - 01305 772668.

NEWS FROM MARION: “Whist was able to start again on 1st September and was well received and attended. 
Unfortunately, 29th September had to be cancelled due to holiday commitments but normally it is every week 
starting at 2pm and all are welcome. Bingo made a successful return on 10th September, well attended and 
hugely enjoyed. Joe is already planning Christmas Bingo for 17th December! Dates for October - 8th and 22nd
- doors open 6.30 - Eyes down 7pm.
The purchase of two new football posts is moving forward and we hope to have these installed in the near 
future. We are also planning to renovate part of the fencing around the hall shortly - weather permitting. We also 
have plans for Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Anniversary next year but these are in the early stages so watch 
this space! As usual any queries regarding the Hall - Joe Castleman on 01305 789125 or me Marion Hardcastle 
on 01305 761744”.

I did enjoy the gammon ham, roasties and vegetables this month and the gateau was a wonderful sugar rush.
Janice and Gordon always do spoil us – we are very lucky. Nothing is too much trouble for them and their staff. 
In October we are having lamb’s liver and bacon in onion gravy with mashed potatoes and vegetables followed by 
rice pudding; to build us up for the winter. Any queries or cancellations; please phone Ann on 783002.

NEW: Slow Walking Section: Walks will be designed for walkers who find it difficult to walk at the normal pace 
of the club walks. The slow walks will be flexible; walkers on that day will set the pace. This section to be 
organized similar to the rule of six, so a list of walkers who are interested will be needed. In setting up the list, 
personal details will be noted, such as the desired length of walks and hill ability. These walks will attract some 
club members back and new members - a list has already started. Anyone interested please contact Brian on 
770678. Buckland Ripers Walk - Thursday 7th October.  Meet 2pm at Peto Garden (next to Chickerell Library 
in East Street). A circular country walk - Barr Lane into the country.  See the ‘forest’ of solar panels; right turn to 
Buckland Ripers, down to Harbour Bridge and back to Chickerell.

It has been good to return to something like normal, with our services at 10am followed by coffee and a chance to 
chat.   Priests for our services for October are still unknown, but we have John leading our Harvest Festival 
service on the 3rd. Gifts of tinned and packet goods and personal care items will be very welcome, as well as fruit 
and vegetables.  We shall be donating these gifts to The Lantern Centre in Weymouth.  Our Thursday afternoon 
service this month is at 2pm on 21st with refreshments afterwards. Our Quiz on the 16th in Willowbed Hall, 7pm 
for 7.30, is filling up and we intend to restrict numbers this time, so please ring Hilary and John on 01305 772817 
or email johnben33@gmail.com to book your place.  £5 per person to include a cheese or ham roll with extras. 
Come as a team or make up one with others on the night. Please bring your own drinks and glasses.

Our two post lockdown events have taken place and were very well supported.
We are now looking forward to a full programme of events for the rest of the year.
The next village cafe is at the Willowbed Hall on Saturday 16th October from 10am-12.30pm. There will be 
hot snacks (bacon butties as well) home-made cakes, hot and cold drinks. There will be a range of stalls to browse.
Look forward to seeing you there!



Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm. 

Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722

£12.00



CHICKERELL COMMUNITY LIBRARY – East Street, Chickerell

Opening Times Tuesday 10am-12pm; Thursday 2-4:30pm; Friday 2-4:30pm; Saturday 10am-12pm

LIBRARY NEWS: Summer reading challenge: Well done to all the children who completed the challenge;
do come to the library and see your names on the Roll of Honour. Chickerell Library has a photocopying facility: 
10p black and white; 50p colour. Currently the library hasn’t restarted clubs; we will when we feel it is safe to.
The darker nights are drawing in; why not take up a craft; then you could enter into the Village Show next year! 
We have plenty of books for you to choose from, or you could order some in! Happy Reading!

PLAYGROUPS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church  Hall, North Square, Chickerell DT3 4DX
Tel: 766920   email: ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or see our Facebook page

CHICKADEES: Rashley Road (by Chickerell Primary Academy)
Tel: 01305 773103. Contact Clare Ash. Email: pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

DUCKINGS SESSIONS Full days available: Monday to Friday 8.45am-2.45pm. Mornings available: Monday 
to Friday 8.45am- 1.45am or 12.45pm. Our two year old spaces are now full, with limited spaces for three and 
four year olds.

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back into school after the summer break; they all arrived at school
looking super smart in their school uniforms and their sunny smiles made our day! They have settled back into our
school routines & we have been impressed with the attitude they have towards their learning. The classroom
displays are filling up with the children’s work and the school has an exciting buzz. We would like to extend a
very warm welcome to our new Reception and Chickadees children and their families. The children are settling in
well; we have been so impressed! We are looking forward to working closely with their parents and carers and
building up strong relationships as they become part of our school family. We are currently having a big push on
reading; this is such an important skill and through story books, a world of imagination too. Our school library has
been completely rejuvenated and it looks amazing! The children are going to enjoy sharing their books with you at
home. As Covid cases remain high, we are continuing with our existing protocols in school. This will ensure that
we keep our children and staff as safe as possible; thank you to our school community for your support with this.
Are you new to the area and do you have a child who would like to join our school? At the current time,, we 
are unfortunately unable to offer tours. However, please contact the school office on 01305 783876 and our 
Deputy Head, Mrs Llewellyn would love to talk to you. We are always here to help & support current and 
prospective parents.  We are looking to appoint new School Governors to join our governing body. Our 
governors play a vital role in making sure that every child receives the best education. You do not need to be an 
educational professional but need to be passionate about education. Please contact the school office (783876) and 
ask for the contact details of our Chair of Governors.
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY NEWS

SUCCESS FOR VILLAGE SHOW!! 
The Chickerell Village Show was a huge success. Despite the difficulties of the last 18th months, the village 
community came together to support this local event. Exhibitors displayed a wonderful variety of items and 
the judges had their work cut out choosing the winners! Thank you to everyone who supported the show. 
We look forward to seeing you all again next year – Rachel Bennett and Kate Williams. 

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified

mailto:ducklings.pre@btinternet.com
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A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



NEWS……NEWS…..NEWS…..NEWS….NEWS….NEWS….

SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: Holds weekly Ceilidh/Scottish Country Dancing classes at the 
Willowbed Hall, Chickerell on Monday evenings, 7.30 to 9.45pm. Beginners welcome. £2.50 per week. Includes 
tea/coffee.  You do not need a partner. Learn easy Ceilidh and Scottish Country dances. The society also holds St 
Andrews Day Celebrations, Burns Night, Ceilidhs and other events. www.southdorsetcaledonians.org   For further 
details contact: Frank 01305 835075. Or email the secretary at: sdcspres@gmail.com

MORE GROUPS & SOCIETIES IN THE AREA

MOONFLEET 2000 INDOOR BOWLS CLUB Knightsdale Road, Weymouth. Open Day Saturday 2nd

October 10-2.3pm. Website: weymouthindoorbowlingclub.co.uk or call 759106.

WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – based at Rylands Lane, Wyke Regis:  Onion & shallot sets 
are in! Broad beans & peas too.  The Trading Post is open Saturdays 9.30am – 12.30pm and Wednesdays 2 – 4pm. 
Membership costs £5 a year, but if you join October – December, you pay £2.50 valid until 31st March 2022. Just 
call in to Rylands Lane when open. There is always a good selection of plants for sale.

DORSET TRADING STANDARDS is urging people to support Friends Against Scams and says more than 
3,000 people in the county have already done so via the online friendsagainstscams.org.uk  website. Trading 
Standards says the organisation can help people learn all about scams, how to spot and report them. It is 
particularly urging businesses to join as there are many business related frauds such as scams mimicking 
government support or grant schemes; invoice/mandate fraud and technical support scams. For further advice, or 
to report a scam to trading standards, call the Citizen Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06. 

*****************************************************************************************
WEYMOUTH’S VERY OWN REPAIR SHOP is now set to re-open at The Palm House on the harbourside on 
12 February 2022. It is hoped that Covid 19 infection rates will drop over the next few months and as The Palm 
House is not open in January, the committee decided to aim for the February date. 
*******************************************************************************************
MOTOCROSS BACK ON THE BEACH: The roar of motorbikes will return to Weymouth beach this month 
for the first time since the autumn of 2019 after being cancelled due to the pandemic. The event, held on the sands 
annually by the local Lions Club and Purbeck Motocross, is all set for Sunday October 10th.

INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY OF YOUR FAMILY? Somerset and Dorset (Family History) Society, 
Weymouth, meets third Friday afternoon each month at St. Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa Road; Cost £2 per 
meeting. Contact John 01305 776008 to book a seat.

Note correct email address in below advert
hollythedoula@mail.co.uk  not as printed last month 

********************************************

RADIPOLE & SOUTHILL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The society meets at Southill Community Centre, 
7.30pm on Tuesday 12th October with Clive Groves from Groves Nurseries in Bridport on the National 
Collection of Violets. The Groves collection of violets has been built over 40 years involving three generations of 
the Groves family. Currently numbering in excess of 100 varieties, it has National Collection status and is one of 
the largest selections in the country. The meeting is open to members and non-members. Refreshments 
available. More information from: 01305 788939.

mailto:sdcspres@gmail.com


TO AMEND



Council offices adjoin Willowbed Hall, Putton Lane.  Office open Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am to noon 
with restrictions. Masks must be worn at all times. Tel: 01305 767458. 
Website: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Council monthly 
meeting

Every third Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in the 

Willowbed Hall.(or council 
offices next door) Putton Lane. 

Full council meetings and 
committee meetings are public 
meetings and are open to the 

public. 

HALL HIRE

WILLOWBED HALL, Putton Lane & THE SPORTS PAVILION, Lower 
Way:  Both available for hiring with added measures along with conditions for 
hirers. Contact the council offices (see above) for queries and bookings. 

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL DETAILS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS, FLY TIPPING:
Call Dorset Waste Services on 01305 221040 or report online via 
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter and follow the link. 
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset 
Council West Dorset Services, which covers this area is 251010.  
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, 
streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance and bus timetables – if you 
have any queries regarding any of these contact Dorset Council. 
DOG WARDEN: 01305 252244.
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for 
emergency planning who will advise where sandbags can be purchased.  

Anti-social behaviour: Please 
report all incidents no matter 
how small immediately to the 
police either online (The 
website is dorset.police.uk - see 
the Contact Us section where 
you can report crime online) or 
by calling 101. This is the non-
emergency number available 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

Remember, if a crime is in 
progress or life is in danger call 

999.
CCTV is around the 
Willowbed field & is 
constantly monitored

Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. 
Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for emergency help and 
advice.
CITIZENS ADVICE: Full details can be found on their website 
www.westdorsetca.org.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council 
on 01305 251010. See website www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk and follow links 
to planning section. Chickerell is in the West Dorset area.

COUNCILLOR JOHN WORTH: If anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email. My contact details 
are: Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS since last edition of Contact & as Contact went to press:
P/NMA/2021/03058: 67 East Street: Non-material amendment to planning permission WD/D/20/000682 to 
amend approved structure to purpose built fixed swimming pool enclosure of same floor area with new roof height 
of 2.4m.
P/HOU/2021/02566: 7 Viscount Road, Chickerell: Erection of replacement porch.

******************************************************************************************

Thank you all for your generous donations; without you we would be unable to supply parcels to those in need in 
our community for whatever the reason.
Christmas will soon be upon us, so please think of those treats we can put in the special Christmas parcels we do. 
At present tea, coffee, hot chocolate, fruit juice and long life milk are all low in stock. Thank you to those who 
have supported our coffee mornings and keep an eye around Chickerell for notices regarding Mary’s Place 
returning to the Football Pavilion (Lower Way) in October for free tea and cake and a chat - where you can bring 
your craft to do in company, learn something new or just read a book.  ALL will be welcome. Good bless and 
thank you - Jacqui and the team - Mary’s Place.

http://www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk/
mailto:townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
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Welcome to our occasional feature asking residents about their dreams growing up; whether 
they are glad to be where they are now – and, of course, what Chickerell means to them. This 
month it is Chickerell’s Mayor and Town Councillor Elspeth Turner. 

My parents, sister and I moved to Weymouth as part of the ‘Scottish invasion’ of 1959, following the closure 
of the Torpedo Experimental Establishment in Gourock, and  relocation to the Underwater Weapons Establishment 
(later AUWE) on Portland.
I remember seeing Weymouth for the first time. I knew we had moved a long way south but I was not prepared 
for the sweep of golden sand and the warm autumn sunshine. We had arrived in October, in the midst of an 
Indian summer. My sister and I were swimming every night after school until it became too dark for my mother to 
see us from the beach.
After leaving school in 1970 I had a variety of jobs:  In Marks and Spencer, then the Halifax Building Society, 
finally following my late father to AUWE. It was there I met my husband Ray and we married in 1981. We lived 
first of all in Portesham but I had always wanted to move to somewhere with mains gas and street lighting so when 
a house we liked the look of came on the market we took the plunge & moved to Chickerell in December 1984.
I carried on working until our son was born in 1989 which was when I realised what a great community Chickerell 
is. I made lifelong friends at antenatal classes, toddler group and pre-school. While still on maternity leave I 
answered an advert in Contact and found myself taking the minutes for Chickerell Primary School governors. 
By 1997 the MOD was leaving Portland so I took voluntary redundancy. I had always wanted to teach but found 
the thought of facing a whole class too daunting so instead I was lucky enough to become a teaching assistant at 
Chickerell school before going on to join the Asperger's Base at the (then) Budmouth Technology College. I 
loved working with individual children and small groups. I retired in 2013 and in 2015 I applied to fill a vacancy 
on Chickerell Town Council. I was successful and have been a member for the Charlestown and Littlesea ward
ever since. I enjoy the duties council service brings and have learnt a great deal about the responsibilities of local 
government.  I am honoured to be the Mayor this year and although things are very far from normal, I look 
forward to carrying out civic engagements around Chickerell.

CHARLESTOWN PAST AND PRESENT UPDATE
Mark Courage has been in touch with us regarding the historic picture of Gloucester Stores (Chelwood Gate) 
featured in last month’s Contact.  He says Gloucester Stores was owned by Gloucester Farm which was owned by 
his father Roy Courage: “The family owned the house opposite which is still there today. Also the caravan site 
was theirs.” 



• Chesil Area Society members took a stroll round Abbotsbury to look at the architecture and features. 
Highlight of the walk was a visit to the recently excavated Old Mill.

• Chickerell Parish Council discussed provision for low-cost housing in the village and expressed concern that 
there were ‘no houses being built in a price range affordable to young local, newly wed or about to be 
married.’ It was agreed West Dorset District Council should be written to stating the parish view that 
affordable low-cost housing should be a top priority. The parish also asked all young, local, first-time buyers 
to write to the Housing Service Manager in Dorchester to be asked to be placed on the appropriate list. 

• Charlestown Victory Hall announced its annual ‘bring em yourselves’ bonfire night barbeque and a trivia 
quiz night. An appeal was also made for someone to help at weekends with maintenance.

• In the lineage a Commodore 16 Computer was seeking a new home for free: ‘ Needs some attention’.
• Chickerell Youth Club was to hold a Hallowe’en Party with Pie and Mash Supper at the end of October 

1989.
• Chickerell Utd Football Club said three pre-season friendlies were mainly successful: “We beat a touring 

team from Swindon 3 – 0, beat the Star Hotel 4 -2 and lost to a strong Weymouth TC 5 – 0. All seven 
Chickerell goals were scored by Ray Cody.”

• Chickerell School PA had taken over organising the paper skip. The price for waste paper was dropping but 
demand for recycled paper was growing ‘so the price should rise again’: “Keep saving trees (and wildlife) 
by saving your paper for our next skip.”

****************************************************************************************************

In the last of the warm sunny days it has been a delight to see the Red Admirals, Peacocks, Large White and Small 
Tortoiseshell butterflies feast on the last of the buddleia flowers around Chickerell. Most of the House Martins and 
Swallows have returned to warmer climes and the Canada Geese have been flying overhead again in the early 
mornings and evenings in large numbers, swapping between their feeding grounds of Fleet, Lodmoor and beyond. 
You can still hear the Green Woodpecker’s distinctive ‘yaffle’ call if you are anywhere near the electricity sub 
station that sits on the East Chickerell site behind the football stadium and pitch and putt. The Starlings continue to 
provide a spectacle, particularly when they gather to bathe in the stream at the edge of the Grey’s field estate off 
Lower Putton Lane and fly onto rooftops to sit in a long line. I have also noticed a crow that has distinctive white 
feathers on its wings – see if you can spot it around the village area; it seems to like it here.



The Turks Head Inn
Tel: 01305 778565

LIVE MUSIC

16th OCTOBER 8pm

The Battle of the Giants
Amy Winehouse v. 

Queen’s Freddie Mercury
A great night of tributes 

to these two stars. 
Reserve your table now!

***
Have you tried our legendary carvery -

served every Sunday from 12noon. 

Eat in/take away

The FILM at the cinemas this coming month will be Daniel Craig’s last outing as James Bond - No Time to Die. 
Opening on September 30th, it will dominate the screens for the beginning of October. Fans of Cliff Richard can 
also view his Great 80 Tour Live at Weymouth Cineworld and Dorchester Plaza on 27th October (Plaza has extra 
screening on 31st October).  Harry Potter fans can celebrate the 20th anniversary of The Philosopher’s stone at 
Cineworld on 29th, 30th and 31st October. Weymouth Pavilion has a host of tribute shows plus: Trevor Nelson 
Soul Nation on 29th October; Mad About Musicals: 16th October & How the Koala Learnt to Hug & a Halloween 
Spooktacular for half term.  LIVE MUSIC: At the Lugger and The Turks Head – see adverts for more details.

*********************************************************************************************

This photo of the garden 
centre in East Street (view 
today, below) includes a 
parked 1960s Ford Cortina 
estate. The barn in the left 
of the picture has since 
been replaced with a 
bungalow and the stores 
themselves have long since 
been turned into more 
accommodation for the 
home that surrounds it.

With many thanks to the Chickerell resident who supplied this historic picture

Music, cinema, theatre and film



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday



CHURCHES PAGE 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk

St Mary’s, Chickerell: Our Sunday services are: Harvest Festival on the 3rd October, led by John Bennett, but 
the services for the following Sundays are, as yet, unknown. We shall definitely be having services on the 10th, 
17th and 24th, but will only be able to have communion if we have a visiting priest. Please ring the churchwardens 
if you wish to know about a particular service: Valerie Hale, 01305 781096, Elizabeth Eames 01305 774405. Our 
afternoon service is on Thursday 21st at 2pm with refreshments afterwards. Everyone is very welcome. Enquiries 
for baptisms, weddings and funerals should also be addressed to the churchwardens.
Holy Trinity Fleet: Our next monthly service is on Sunday 10th October starting at 9am (30 minute said 
Eucharist service). Our visiting Priest for this month will be the Rev. Allen Edwards.
I can confirm that an established rota is being put in place and we will have some regular faces re-appearing 
through the coming months. Please join us for our October service and continue improving our congregation size. 
Looking forward meeting all the new faces now coming to Holy Trinity Fleet on a regular basis. Any queries: 
Contact Geoff Taylor, PCC Secretary for Holy Trinity Fleet on 01305 782757.

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX On the corner of North Square & West Street
Home to the Ducklings Playgroup

LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth.  Services 10.30am Sundays

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

3rd October United Service at Chickerell with Tim Wells - Holy Communion       24th October     R Scott
10th " A  Boyden                                                                                             31st October P  Woodland
17th " J Walker - Holy Communion
Light refreshments will be served after the service. All are welcome.

3rd October     Tim Wells (Holy Communion) with Lanehouse           24th October    Tony Boyden
10th October    Janet Amey – Harvest Festival                                     31st October     Chris Smith
17th October    Jean Churchill (Holy Communion)
We are gradually returning to the new ‘normal’ at chapel.  Hand sanitiser is available at the door.  We ask the 
congregation to leave a seat between them and their neighbour and prefer them to wear masks when singing.  Our 
hymn books are back in use and we serve coffee after the service for those who want to stay to enjoy fellowship 
together. Harvest Festival Service will be on 10th October at 10.30 and will be led by Janet Amey, Trainee 
Deacon.  We will be decorating the chapel on 9th October about 11am and are again asking for tins, packets, etc. 
which will be passed to the Weymouth Foodbank. Craft & Chat meets on the first and third Wednesday of each 
month at 2pm in the Chapel on 6th & 20th October.  Bring your own craft and enjoy a chat with friends or perhaps 
learn something new.  Crafty Sew & Sews meets at 7pm in the hall on 15th & 29th October.  We also have a Zoom 
Craft Group which meets every other Tuesday afternoon – please contact Pam 07955 167 750 for the link if you 
would like to join us from your own home. Lunch in Fellowship Together will meet on Wednesday 13th October
at 1pm in the Chapel when we share our food and fellowship.  If you live alone this is an ideal opportunity to meet 
and chat with others for about an hour.  There is usually plenty of food and we have lots of room for new faces.  
Tea and Coffee is provided and there is no charge. Our Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 30th October from 
10am – 11.30am in the hall.  Cakes, bric-a-brac and raffle as well as tea and coffee, and a chance to chat with 
friends.  All are welcome; come and meet old friends.

http://www.prayerhousechickerell/
http://www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk/


WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427

FROM £2,704.00 FROM £1,804.00



**********************************************************************************************************************

ADVERTS

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. 
Established in Chickerell for over 22 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after 
two decades of trading. Phone 01305 830310.
**********************************************************************************************************************
GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! 
Affordable one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro 
musician and school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk

Gardening Notes for October – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Spring-flowering bulbs are in the shops ready to be sown now while the soil is warm. This allows good 
root formation before the shoots in spring. Daffodils, lilies and irises benefit from early sowing, but tulips 
should wait until November. Use peat free compost with plenty of grit for drainage. Bulbs brought into 
warm rooms now should flower for Christmas. Onion and shallot sets are planted now, garlic next month.

PREPARING FOR WINTER
Trim hedges and prune climbing roses. There is still time to scarify lawns and give them a reduced-
nitrogen autumn feed. Hanging baskets should be changed to winter-hardy bulbs and flowers: Pansies, 
heathers, ivies or cyclamen. Move tender plants under cover and raise pots off hard surfaces.
As herbaceous perennials die down, cut them to ground level and cover with a thick mulch of compost to 
reduce dampness from rain. Stop feeding to prevent soft sappy growth that won’t withstand frost. Keep 
watering Camellias and Rhododendrons. Reduce watering on houseplants as light levels drop.

HARDY ANNUALS
Hardy annuals can be sown directly in soil: Ammi, Calendula, Papaver poppies and Larkspur. Young 
plants of Erysimum (Wallflowers), Violas, Cyclamen and Primroses can go straight into the ground. 
Sweet peas and Winter veg are sown under cover until spring, when strong enough to cope with frost.

SEED COLLECTING
Collect seeds especially from trees. Sow them in pots and leave out to chill over winter. There will be 
plenty of opportunities to plant them next year as we aim to restore habitat in the countryside.

******************************************************************************************************************

mailto:jamesukes@gmx.co.uk



