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Deadlines
For Adverts:
5pm Jan 15th

For Editorial:
5pm Jan 19th

With Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
To all our readers, advertisers and agents

Stay safe & take care

Charlestown’s lost church revealed…

The Lakes of The Fleet lagoon..

Guess the 
places in 

our quiz!

Picture of North Square in 
the snow February 2019

Our annual double issue for December 2020 & January 2021

…More memories of 

the past in Chickerell



HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: 01305 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert. Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 
Fairfield (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all letters to the editor, articles and editorial to 
the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. If sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact 
Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a 
phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which may be edited, are welcome but anonymous 
letters will not be published. Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, compiler or publisher.Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is 
correct at time of going to press. Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date 
for adverts: (including amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines 
have to be strict to get Contact completed and to the printers on time. Advertisers note: A contact phone number 
must be included if sending via email. PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND 
SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you. All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been 
given for its use in this publication. Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and 
services described are both fair & accurate. 

Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Sgt Bun Bakery, Lanehouse Rocks Road; 
Alf’s Fish & Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details 
below) – if you do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine 
including past issues, in case you missed a month! 

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but visits by appointment only 
after speaking to medical professional. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone.
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the 
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend hospital in the pandemic you need an appointment via 111 service or via your GP practice.
*******************************************************************************************

Contact is printed by Print Shop Express, Weymouth

Thank you to Michael Lee who has delivered Contacts to Marshallsay Road  
for many years and welcome Hilary Bennett as our agent for that area. Coincidently, Hilary is featured in our local 
person profile this month.  After our 10 things on Charlestown last month I had a phone call from Mrs Hardwick 
who lives in one of the houses behind the Co-op to tell me she sees a ghost very often in her house.
In 2000 to celebrate the new millennium the Parish Council published ‘Yer Tiz’, a history of Chickerell. I have 
been asked by an old village resident to see if anyone has a copy hidden up in the attic that I could pass on to her. 
I am sorry to report the passing of Alfie Scource; his family were the local scrap merchants at Charlestown. To 
Diana and her family I send my sincere condolences. I am also sorry to report the passing of Terry Coles, who did 
a lot for the village over the years. To Heather and her family we send our sincere condolences and to anyone else 
who has lost loved ones over recent weeks.
Thank you to Don Moxom for his Lakes of the Fleet. As a boy I remember rowing a trow full of mackerel down 
through the lakes from ‘Part wall’ (Moonfleet) to ‘Press Lawn’ near Butter Street to be collected by lorry.
A plan has been submitted to Dorset Council for 277 houses as the first part of a plan for over 500, with a school 
in the second phase. I wonder where the children from Stage I and the development at Barr Lane/North Ridge will 
be going to school. Comments on this plan need to go to Dorset Council by the 5th December 2020.
Well done to the Waste Partnership Team for getting back so soon with refuse collections after the disastrous fire 
at Crookhill. Thank you to all staff and our volunteers for delivering Contact during these difficult times. We plan 
to commemorate 45 years of Contact in our February edition; let’s hope 2021 will bring happier times for us all. 
I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year.                                                                              John Dean



PLANNING APPLICATION FOR HUNDREDS MORE HOUSES: The planning application (see town 
council page) has now been received for more than 500 homes on the fields running down from School Hill to the 
Chickerell Link Road. The plans include a new school and public open space. This is the development builders 
Persimmon Homes outlined and invited comments on in the public exhibition at the Willowbed Hall nearly a year 
ago. There is no mention of a health centre in the application but Persimmon did say at the exhibition there would 
be a financial contribution towards a new health facility in Chickerell. There is a specific mention of a skatepark in 
the current application. Comments should be made via the Dorset Council website by December 5th.
******************************************************************************************
FIREMEN FROM ALL OVER DORSET FIGHT FIRE AT CHICKERELL: Everyone in Chickerell was 
shocked when their Sunday lunchtime was disturbed by explosions and huge billowing clouds of black smoke 
spreading up and over the village on 15th November. Dorset Fire and Rescue received 50 calls to its 999 service 
and 90 firemen from stations all over Dorset armed with two aerial ladder platforms rushed to the Crookhill Waste 
Transfer Depot on the coast road. Refuse lorries parked up for the weekend exploded one after another. In all 21 
vehicles were destroyed or heavily damaged. Sixteen were collection lorries for rubbish, recycling and garden 
waste. The blaze was brought under control but firemen stayed overnight on the site to ensure all was safe. 
Fortunately there were no injuries but the fire covered nearby gardens in a layer of black ash. Roadside rubbish 
collections across not only Chickerell but the whole of Weymouth and Portland were also temporarily suspended 
until a spare fleet of lorries was found.  Fortunately the buildings on the site were not badly affected but the cost 
will still be millions of pounds. The cause of the fire was under investigation as Contact went to press. 
*******************************************************************************************
THE  ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL: Thank you to everyone who donated to the Poppy 
Appeal. In these difficult times we managed to raise £667 locally. People were able to donate online this year, this 
should boost funds and help the British Legion to continue the vital work for our Armed Forces Community. Your 
support is very much appreciated, thank you.                                          Pat Arthars, local Poppy Appeal organiser.
*******************************************************************************************
PUTTING SOME SPARKLE INTO CHICKERELL: Chickerell’s Mayor Jeff Mogg is inviting residents who 
love Christmas to enter his Chickerell Twinkle Challenge by decorating the outside of their houses and flats with 
Christmas lights with the aim of winning an annual cup. The competition is free to enter on the dedicated 
Chickerell Twinkle Challenge Facebook page, where short video clips of sparkling homes need to be entered 
before December 16th. Judging will be on December 17th. 
*******************************************************************************************
DOORSTEP DELIVERY SERVICE FOR AVID READERS: Although Dorset’s Home Library Service has 
been suspended due to the pandemic, a temporary non-contact Doorstep Delivery Service is available for anyone 
who finds it difficult to get out and about. Books are chosen by staff at each library, based on what each person 
would be interested in. Volunteers pick up the books and deliver to the front door. Volunteers will not enter the 
home and they will keep a safe distance at all times. They can also pick up books and return them to the library. 
The service is free. To find out more contact Maria Jacobson, Service Manager Dorset Home Library Service, on 
01305 236666 or email maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
BEAR NECESSITIES: Crafters stuck at home during lockdown have been supporting the Royal Voluntary 
Service’s (RVS)  knitted teddy bear’s picnic. Handcrafted items from across Dorset and beyond have been 
flooding in since the idea was advertised in March. Cards for Good Causes in Dorchester (the former Tourist 
Information Centre) have been displaying some of them. People are able to buy them and take them home when 
the shop is not closed due to lockdown. All proceeds and donations will support the work of the Royal Voluntary 
Service in the county.  For more information please contact Maria on the number earlier on in this article. 
*******************************************************************************************
NEW FREEPHONE ADVICE FROM CITIZENS ADVICE: Central Dorset Citizens Advice, which covers 
this area, now has a new adviceline number. It is 0800 144 8848. The aim is to improve access to free, confidential 
and impartial advice on a range of problems people face, usually related to benefits and issues with employment. 
Advice can also be accessed online via the local website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
*******************************************************************************************
THANK YOU: Thank you so much to the lady who so kindly handed my bag to the driver of No 8 bus on 
Saturday 7th November. I’m so very grateful and would like to thank you personally.          Mrs Hardwick: 775364.
*******************************************************************************************
Festive Greetings: MARG THOMSON and family would like to wish all friends and neighbours a very Happy 
Christmas and a healthy New Year.



KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.
Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249



Groups, Clubs and Societies

NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The first Chickerell Hallowe’en Spooktacular took place this year 
and involved two competitions; one for the best decorated house and the best children’s costume. 
The Mayor of Chickerell, Coun Jeff Mogg and Deputy Mayor Coun Elspeth Turner, accompanied by a  
representative of the organisers, visited the houses which had pre-registered online to carry out the judging.
The standard of entries was very high and the judges found it quite challenging to pick out a winner.  First prize 
was awarded to the Clunes family of Lilly Lane; they received a silver trophy and a voucher for a family carvery 
meal. The two runners-up were the Casey Family and the Clarke Family, both of which received a bottle of 
Prosecco. The winner of the children’s fancy dress was Beau who received a beautiful selection of cakes. Runners 
up were James and Amelia. The winner of the Ducklings Pumpkin Hunt was Ella who received a lovely selection 
of doughnuts. 
It is planned to make this an annual event for Chickerell so start planning for 2021! Thank you once again to all 
our sponsors R&B trophies, Truly Scrumptious, Mayrose Cakes, The Turks Head, Sherrens the printers and AJ 
Electrical. Also thank you to Michel for organising Spooktacular 2020 and Laura from Ducklings for organising 
the Pumpkin Hunt.
Spirit of Chickerell wishes everyone a Happy Christmas and hope for a return to as near to normal as possible 
sometime in 2021.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year; 
let’s hope it is better than 2020. Watch this space to know when we can meet again for our superb meals at The 
Marquis of Granby and also for a natter and laughter. 
If you are interested in joining up, please contact me; we usually meet on the first Thursday of the month, when all 
is back to ‘normal’. See you soon. Ann 783002.

******************************************************************************************
COFFEE MORNING CLUB: Although we cannot meet at the moment, I must thank you all for all the 
telephone calls everyone is receiving. It is good to talk. I must wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a very happy 
New Year. Take care, look after yourselves; hope to see you soon. Any queries please telephone Ann 783002. 

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: The good news from this strange year has been the repair of our church roof, the 
creation of a foodbank available from St Mary’s and that, when not in lockdown, we have been able to have two 
services a week, albeit with a smaller number at each service and the ability to keep in touch on line. Sadly, we 
have not been able to hold any of our usual social and fundraising activities. 
We are very unlikely to be able to hold our usual Christmas services involving large numbers, the Christingle 
service and the Nativity and Carols, but check the church website and Facebook page, for up to date information. 
(See the Rector’s item on the ‘Churches’ page). 
We plan to have the Children’s Society collecting boxes (candle shaped) and envelopes, which will be offering to 
our congregation.  If anyone would like to make a donation to the Children’s Society, with a box or envelope, 
please contact us on 01305 772817 and we will deliver one to you. 
Next year we hope to raise enough money to have our church bells (the one to be repaired first) rehung. Any 
donations for that will be warmly welcomed. 
Finally, we wish you all a blessed and peaceful Christmas and for happier times in the New Year. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: Lock down interfered with our walks. Our last walk on 
Wednesday 4th November ended on a high with glorious sunshine and a calm breeze.  It is planned to continue the 
walks in December and all through the winter, using mainly cycle paths and hard surfaces to avoid Chickerell 
mud! Walkers on the list will still be offered a walk per month. Those walkers who were expecting to walk on 
November 9th will be considered first. Until then, stay safe and fit.                             Thanks.  Brian 770678. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL AND CHARLESTOWN TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD: The committee wishes everyone  
good wishes for Christmas and the New Year.  We hope 2021 will be a much happier one and that we will be able 
to resume our meetings in the not too distant future.





CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE. NEWS - from Marion: “At the time of writing we are 
in middle of a second national lockdown - so life is still rather inhibited and uncertain. However, with news of new 
vaccines let’s hope that come the New Year things will start to return to a semblance of normality. As far as the 
hall is concerned, we doing maintenance and safety checks. The hall remains closed until restrictions are lifted and 
guidance confirmed for regular hirers. We will not be opening for private or hall events until sometime next year. 
It is such a shame for everyone and we would like to say our thoughts are with everyone affected by the pandemic, 
especially those who have lost their job, not seen loved ones and lost loved ones.  Here at the hall we have lost 
several of our ‘regulars’ and our thoughts are with their families.
However, knowing the resilience of this nation - we will beat this thing and all get together in the near future - on 
behalf of the committee - we wish you the best Christmas you can have and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
As usual queries regarding the hall to Joe Castleman - 01305 789125 or Marion Hardcastle 01305 761744 or our
fantastic Facebook page under Charlestown Victory Hall."

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
NEWS: The library will re-open on Saturday 5th December, subject to any further Government Restrictions: then 
on Saturdays 10am-12pm Tuesdays 10am-12pm. If we do have further restrictions the library will continue 
the order on line and collect system. You will be informed by phone that your books are ready for collection and 
then you can pick them up on Tuesday 10am-11am; Friday 2pm-3pm or Saturday 10am-11am. 
We will be cheering the library area up with the Community Christmas Tree.
LIBRARY CHRISTMAS CLOSING from Monday December 21st 2020. Re-opening Tuesday January 
5th 2021. Our weekly opening hours will be continue as: Tuesdays 10am-12pm & Saturdays 10am-12pm until 
further notice. Please do not leave library books or non-library books outside the library as we cannot take them. 
Please return books to Weymouth or Dorchester library book drops if we are not open; you can renew on line or 
bring back when we are open. 
We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a more normal and healthy New Year. 
Unfortunately, due to technical problems our website is unavailable. We do have an active Facebook page with 
information. Any problems or queries please ring Pam on 07778961363. Happy Reading!

*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Trading Post in Rylands Lane is closed at the time of 
going to press due to the lockdown. The click and collect service via email is, however, continuing for members. If 
you would like more information or become a member, which costs £5 a year, please email your details to 
enquiries@wrhs.org.uk

*******************************************************************************************
PLAYGROUPS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Photos and a short video clip of the setting can be seen on our Facebook page; any families wishing to register 
their child for September 2021, please call/email Michelle or Sharon and we can arrange a suitable time for you to 
collect an application form. Two-year-old places are extremely limited.
INFORMATION FROM DUCKLINGS: I would like to thank everyone who took part in our Hallowe’en 
pumpkin hunt; we raised £181.50, which is fantastic. A big thank you to Truly Scrumptious for supplying our 
prize and Sherrens the printers for our clue sheets and to the local shops, pubs and halls etc., that put up our letters 
for all to find. An Easter hunt is already being planned!
We wish you all a safe and a very Merry Christmas. 
Our office will be closed from December 18th to January 4th.

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES:  
For registration forms or questions please contact Clare Ash on 01305 773103 
or pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

More news, plus playgroups





The Lakes of The Fleet – by Don Moxom

Retired Chesil Bank & The Fleet Nature Reserve Warden Don Moxom has compiled a very interesting article 
about the ‘Lakes’ of The Fleet lagoon. His interest in the ‘Lakes’, which can refer to either where fresh water 
enters the lagoon or where interconnecting channels go through the mudflats, was sparked by a map, given to him 
by Rod Condliffe, the member of a local mackerel fishing crew.  There used to be quite a few mackerel fishing 
crews operating from Chesil Bank, including crews from Chickerell village. 
Knowing about The Fleet Lakes was important to local fishermen; without knowledge of these areas of water and 
out on a boat in the middle of The Fleet at the wrong time, there was a chance of being stranded on a mudflat until 
the next high tide. Don explains that the mud and its shallow water, the depth of which is not reliably predictable, 
means any boat without a flat bottom may not get very far. Local fishermen have therefore traditionally used boats 
such as punts or trows, propelled by oars, to ensure as safe as possible a passage in the lagoon. 
What is interesting about the Lakes of The Fleet is some are named after people, places nearby, where they are or 
by the way they look. One is called Cauliflower, as it is supposed to resemble a cauliflower shape; another is 
called zig-zag, because of the course it follows. Middle Lake is so called because of where it is in the Fleet lagoon. 
From old Ordnance Survey maps it appears the ‘lakes’, probably named by eel fishermen and wildfowlers, have 
changed shape since the 19th century, due to a combination of tidal swirls and torrents of storm water pouring into 
the lagoon from the land.  The tidal wave caused by the great storm of 1824, the building of bridges at Ferrybridge 
since 1832 and the building of the Portland Harbour breakwaters from 1849 have also affected the movement of 
water and the amount of silt and mud settling on the bed of The Fleet lagoon. There is one particularly straight 
channel, unnamed, that runs from Chickerell Hive point to the beach opposite. It could be this was man made to 
keep a channel open for military use.
Don’s article is very extensive and interesting and is the result of a great deal of research. We do not, 
unfortunately, have the space to print it all. But if you want to know more or if you know more about the ‘Lakes’ 
of The Fleet, please get in touch with us at Contact Magazine and we will pass it on to Don. 

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY 
After a well-deserved break for our children and our staff, we have all settled back into school happily after half 
term. The children are enjoying their lessons and making good progress with their learning; as always, we are very 
proud of them. Despite this being an unsettling time, as we are dealing with a second national lockdown, 
everything in school is going well. We have revisited our risk assessments and procedures and feel confident that 
we are doing everything we possibly can to keep the children, our parents and our staff safe. 
We would like to thank our parents for being so supportive of our safety measures in school; their compliance with 
our new systems ensures that everything runs smoothly as the children are dropped off and collected from school 
and that social distancing can be maintained. In November, the children ran laps of the school field or playground 
every day with their friends to raise money for The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal 2020. On dry days the 
aim was five laps of the field! We are all looking forward to the run up to Christmas in school. While we may not 
be able to have our usual Christmas plays, carol concerts and our community tea party this year, we will still be 
having lots of festive fun in our class ‘bubbles’. Our teachers will ensure that this is a special and magical time for 
the children.
You may have noticed the new yellow road markings outside the front of the school; we hope that these will 
encourage everyone to park safely when they are dropping off and collecting their children from school and that 
this area is no longer as congested for those residents who live closest to us. 
We are looking to appoint new School Governors to join our governing body. Our governors play a vital role 
in making sure that every child receives the best possible education.  You do not need to be an educational 
professional to be a governor but you do need to be passionate about education. If you would like to discuss 
joining our governing body, then please contact the school office (telephone783876) and ask for the contact details 
of our Chair of Governors. 
Is your child due to start school in September 2021? If you are undecided about which school to choose for 
your child or indeed you have chosen Chickerell Primary Academy for your child, then please take a look at the 
super new video on our website. Miss Harris speaks to you about why our school is so special and you can see 
some of our current Reception children having the most amazing time with their friends as they learn and play 
together. Please select ‘Parents and Carers’ and then click on ‘Prospective Parents’. 
*******************************************************************************************





CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk

Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.
CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (current and not previously printed in Contact): 
WD/D/20/002569 Land East of Chickerell and South of Coldharbour, Chickerell: Outline application for 502 
dwellings with full details supplied in respect of 277 dwellings (Phase A) including creation of new accesses onto 
School Hill and Chickerell Link Road (B3157) details of part of the internal spine road, landscaping, drainage, car 
parking, public open space, associated works and diversion of three public rights of way and with all matters 
reserved in respect of 255 dwellings (Phases B and C) and a primary school, public open space including field and 
skate park and changing facilities, landscaping, part of the internal spine road, drainage and associated works. 
WD/D/20/002520: 2 Coldharbour, Chickerell: Affects a public right of way. Repositioning of an agricultural
gate and hedge realignment and infilling.
WD/D/20/002549: 1 Plover Drive, Chickerell: Erect single storey extension (removal of existing lean to garage)
WD/D/20/002209: Morn Farm, Chickerell: Convert existing barn into 3No holiday homes and carport garages.
Modify and construct vehicular access (removal of condition 8 of planning approval 1/E/05/001293).

*******************************************************************************************

FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Councillor John Worth wishes all residents a happy Christmas and a safe New 
Year. If residents require any help please contact me. Mobile 07787229052 phone 01305835805 
email Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk



Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm. 

Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified

The Turks Head Inn
Tel: 01305 778565 - See us on Facebook

DECEMBER – we are open!!
Saturday 5th – Light Up (while we have been 

closed we have been busy decorating the outside 

with fairy lights). Come & see the big switch on: 6pm

(Free mince pies & mulled wine & cider)

Friday 11th – Free Gin tasting with Ros from 

Fordingtons from 7pm (table bookings advisable)

A selection of cheeseboards & charcuterie boards

available on the night.
Sat 12th: COME AND MEET SANTA (5pm to 6pm) 

All kids to receive a present (social distancing) 

BBQ & outside bar.

New Year’s Eve theme – ‘Snowball’
Come and see in the New Year &

say goodbye to 2020. Table booking advisable.

TAKE AWAY MENU available: Delivery every day
5pm until 9pm

SUNDAY CARVERY – eat in or take away 
EVERY WEDNESDAY - FARMERS MARKET 

Buy fresh – buy local!



*******************************************
Chickerell Foodbank

helping those struggling to put food on the 
table whether living alone, living as part of a 

family, a couple or a pensioner

Call/text: 07872 861 523 
Email: placemarys4@gmail.com

Chickerell’s new foodbank was up and running just as 
Contact went to press. Organisers would like to say a 
big thank you to all those supporting the food bank, 
which is open every Wednesday lunchtime. Items 
needed at time of going to press included cereal 
biscuits, cup-a-soups, pot noodles; instant mash, 
tinned meat and Christmas treats. Tins, packets, jars 
of all foods plus bottles of squash, all with long sell 
by dates, are all foodbank staples. If you know anyone 
who is just about keeping their heads above water and 
would find a Christmas hamper of use, the organisers 
say you can text, email or phone and leave a message 
with the details before December 5th 

IF YOU NEED HELP
Call or text the number or email, providing your name 
& phone number. You will be contacted, asked a few 
simple questions & allocated a time to pick up the 
food. You will need to provide a valid ID for proof of 
address and identification to collect. If anyone in your 
household feels unwell, is ill/self isolating/been in 
contact with someone who has Covid-19, to keep the 
church & volunteers safe you must call to make 
arrangements to get your parcel. 

IF YOU WANT TO HELP FOODBANK
Non-perishable, in date foods can be left at venues 

including The Rectory (next to Turks Head); 56 Lilly 
Lane and 15 Marshallsay Court.
*******************************************

CALLING ALL FORCES VETERANS: Did you know there is local support available? Full details are on 
theveteranshub.co.uk website. The Veterans Hub is based on Portland Road, Weymouth (the road that leads down 
to the causeway to Portland) and has a community café. The number to call for more details is 01305 777788. 
*******************************************************************************************
HELP WITH READING: If you saw the recent Channel 4 TV series The Write Offs, you will know there are 
adults that need help with literacy skills; in fact, it is estimated there are eight million people across the country that 
need assistance. If you know someone in this area, there is a local group and registered charity Read Easy South 
Dorset that can help - and it doesn’t cost anything; the number to call is 7490 757756. If you would like to 
volunteer to help the charity, you can email michelle@readeasy.org.uk or call 01388 435021.

More news 





Remembering 

Charlestown’s past  

Charlestown Chapel. Picture below 
shows the scene today, taken in Putton 
Lane from roughly the same angle.

Following on from last month’s 10 things you may not know 
about Charlestown and the piece of wall with a roll of honour 
carved into a stone tablet being all that remains of a Baptist 
Church that used to be on the site – here is a historic picture, left, 
of the church (picture from the estate of a late, dear friend of 
Contact Magazine)
The plaque remembers the ‘scholars and friends of this mission’ 
who gave their lives in the cause of freedom during the Great War 
1914-1918. Six of the names are also on Chickerell’s War 
Memorial, which is in St Mary’s Churchyard. 
Chickerell’s War Memorial also shares the same words on the 
plaque: Greater love have no man than this - that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.
Looking at the buttresses on the historic church picture, it is 
obvious quite a bit of the church wall, along with the plaque, was 
built into the wall where the garages now stand. on the site. (back 
of garages wall).

The plaque 
commemorating 
the men lost in 
the First World 
War (see right) 
was on the wall 
of the chapel. The 
chapel wall has 
been built into the 
back of the 
garages along 
with the plaque 
(see below left)

The Baptist church was knocked down in the late 
1960s to make way for two bungalows in Putton 
Lane and new homes in Alexandra Road. Attached 
to the back of the church was a hall, where Boys 
Brigade meetings were held. There was a yard 
behind the hall where boys used to play football. 
Putton Lane was a long, winding road into 
Chickerell with very few houses along it.
Since the building of the Chickerell Link Road, 
Putton Lane has been cut in two and this section 
now ends just past Oxford Court. There used to be a 
scrapyard where Oxford Court now stands.

******************************************************************************************
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR KERBSIDE RUBBISH & RECYCLING DATES: Between Christmas 
Day and Monday 11th January,  kerbside rubbish and recycling collections will be on a different day of the week 
than usual. For example, if your bin collection day is usually a THURSDAY: 

Usual collection day
Thursday 24th December

Revised collection day
No change

Thursday 31st December Saturday 2nd January

Thursday 7th January Friday 8th January

Remember: Up to two extra sacks 
of rubbish by your bin will be 
collected on the first rubbish 
collection after Christmas Day.  
You can recycle wrapping paper as 
long as it has no foil or glitter.



…..John was appointed as deputy head of the newly built Southwell School on Portland. This was one of the high 
spots of my life and as we crossed the Ridgeway, I said now I’ve arrived in Dorset I don’t ever want to leave 
here. I started to work at the Water Lily Farm, as it was known then, on Putton Lane, on a seasonal part time 
basis, but one day, was approached as I waited at the school gate to collect our children, by Mr Griffiths, the 
headmaster, who said he’d heard I was a teacher, so could I do some supply work. For some time I did supply 
work with most of the classes on and off, when members of staff were unwell, but decided, after I had to leave 
an unwell daughter with a neighbour on the day of the Infants’ party, which I had organised, that I would rather 
do regular part time work to be around for the girls before and after school. So, I returned to the Water Lily 
Farm and did 16 years there, including quite a few years driving a white Transit round the country, delivering 
lilies and aquatic plants to retail outlets and private houses, often down remote rural lanes in the days before Sat 
Navs. We also enjoyed doing Carnival Floats for Weymouth Carnival, when Mr Norman Bennett would allow 
us work time to make the decorations and Mrs Pam Bennett would slip us a bottle of sherry on the day of the 
carnival! Mr Jonathan Bennett provided the sound equipment, so the year we had that theme, we could belt out 
‘The Frog Chorus’.
At the age of 50 I decided I needed a change and applied to Royal Mail. I had done temporary post deliveries 
in college holidays out of Reading GPO (Hilary spent the first 18 years of her life in the Reading area) …
….I spent nearly 10 years delivering in the Park District and enjoyed every minute of it. While out on the streets 
I realised that so many people did not have anyone to talk to or listen to them and before I retired did a 
training course to become a Church of England Lay Pastoral Assistant. This allows me to visit people in their 
homes and take Holy Communion to those who are unable to get to church. It is a huge privilege.
As many of you know, we organised, before the current restrictions, several fund-raising events for our church, 
throughout the year, including quizzes and a bazaar in Willowbed Hall, book sales in our garden and 
Seafront Stalls. I really miss all this and the wonderful community spirit that exists in Chickerell and sincerely 
hope that we will be able to start again before too long.
Other enjoyable Chickerell involvements have included starting a babysitting token system, soon after we 
arrived here, which functioned well, then there was a certain person (Yes you, Barbara) who inveigled me into 
helping to set up a voluntary Youth Club in the village almost as soon as I moved here. This involved a group 
of enthusiastic locals, sadly some of whom are no longer with us, who had to research a suitable building and 
find the finance to buy it. We even looked at a chicken shed somewhere, but found a suitable building 
eventually in Hampshire, which was transported here in sections and its successor still stands in the Primary 
Academy’s grounds. We had many good times there, running jumble sales to provide funds and doing Seafront 
Stalls.
We have lived here for 40 years now and are still very happy to be here. There is a very good community spirit 
and many examples of people looking out for each other. There is also the pleasure of the wonderful 
countryside and the sea, almost on our doorsteps.  We are very blessed to live here.

*******************************************************************************************
CAN YOU HELP GUIDE DOGS: The local branch of charity Guide Dogs is urgently looking for new 
volunteers in the Weymouth & Dorchester area. Someone is also needed to run the central Weymouth & 
Dorchester fundraising group, which organises community events and collections to help raise funds. The charity 
relies on donations to keep its services running and has suffered with the impact of Covid-19 putting a dent in 
much of its face to face activities over the summer. While lots of activity is still happening online, some groups are 
able to get out and about in market stalls by following the charity’s Covid-safe guidelines. Whether you have lots 
of spare time or just an hour a week, the group says it has room for anyone interested in getting involved. Full 
training and support is provided. To apply go to https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteer or call the local team on 
0345 143 0224. If you are concerned about sight loss, there is a telephone line for information from the 
charity on 0800 7811444; it is manned Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Here I am….
Hilary 

Bennett

Hilary Bennett is well known in the village for her fund-raising for St 
Mary’s Church with her husband John, who she met at teacher 
training college in Nottingham. Teachers in Lincolnshire before 
moving to Chesham, where they had their two daughters, they arrived  
here in 1979. Here Hilary describes how she came to be in Chickerell 
and what the area means to her today: 



A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – DECEMBER 1988
• The Editor wondered how far Contact Magazine travelled, as he knew of readers outside the area sent copies by 

friends and relatives.
• Chickerell Parish Council reported the Rights of Way task team had erected 17 stiles and 14 signposts on 

footpaths around the local area.
• It was also reported that a pavement would be installed along Putton Lane from Lower Putton Lane – ‘no date 

has been agreed for this yet’.
• It was noted that the proposed replacement Chickerell County Primary School was programmed for 1991/92.
• Chickerell Utd wanted to thank Ron and Carol of Charlestown Post Office for donating a ‘superb new match 

ball’ and to Bluebird Coaches ‘for a new set of socks’.
• Chickerell Methodists announced their foundation stone (for their hall at the back of the church) had been 

blessed and the first piece of earth dug: ‘Children form the Sunday School helped with the digging’.
• The death of the village baker, as reported in Contact the previous month, inspired a villager to write an article 

on their childhood memories of the village traders 55 years ago nearly 90 years ago now – we reprint part of it 
below:

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES OF THE VILLAGE TRADERS 55 YEARS AGO (1930s)
‘Chickerell, I remember, had a good supply of door traders, maybe the reason being, most of the women did not 
go out to work. Going to Weymouth was quite a treat, the cost then on the few buses was adults 6d (two and a half 
pence today)  and children 3d (a little over a penny today). Harry made lovely crusty bread, not like this cotton 
wool stuff they make now that sticks to the roof of your mouth. He delivered with a horse-drawn cart, but later 
acquired a van. Toby Plummer of East Street also delivered meat by horse and cart; you went out to the cart and 
chose what joint you wanted. I think this meat came from the famous Dan Lawrence who auctioned meat at 
weekends by the Town Bridge (in Weymouth).  Mr Cos, the paraffin man, called to supply the large three burner 
oil stoves that many people cooked with. Jack Meaden, who died not so long ago, would echo down the street with 
‘any rags or rabbit skins’ changing the cry to ‘lovely fresh mackerel’ in the summer months. Haliday and Blake 
also delivered veg and fruit by horse and cart,…
*******************************************************************************************
A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – JANUARY 1989
• The old village butcher, ‘Woodbine’ Bartlett had just died.  The Editor remembers, as a boy, delivering around 

the village for the butcher on a bicycle.
• Chickerell Utd FC reported entering 1989 in second position within the league and looking forward to the next 

half of the season. First fixture in January was a home game against Piddletrenthide.
• The Parish Council wondered if there was support for planting a ‘copse’ as part of its tree planting policy and 

was asking for ideas as to where to site it.
• The council had also looked at the rights of cars parking outside the shops on the corner of East Street and 

Lower Way. It was pointed out by the divisional surveyor that the public footway around the corner should not 
be obstructed and ‘any adverse parking would be a matter for the police’.

*******************************************************************************************
Looking back at the old days in Chickerell and Fleet…..

ESME’S MEMORIES: Here are some more memories from 
Esme Bailey. The photo shows Garston Hill in the old days (many 
thanks to a reader for supplying the historic picture. The picture 
below is the same scene today): “We played lots of games, such as 
hopscotch, skipping and arrows, which was played by chalking 
arrows in all sorts of places which we had to follow. The arrow 
marker would have a good start and would hide at the end. Hoops 
were very popular, wooden ones for girls and iron for the boys. 
The girls used a stick to propel theirs. The boys’ hoops were made 
of iron and were propelled by means of a rod, which was looped 
around the hoop which kept it under control when it was bowling 
along. We would run up Cow Lane, now officially known as West 
Street, turn at the top and down over Garston Hill, running as fast 
as our legs would carry us. There were always plenty of children 
to play with and practically no traffic. Playing conditions were 
quite safe.”



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday

HELP IS OUT THERE: Dorset Police says it understands many people are finding their mental health is 
suffering at the moment but help is available if needed. Dorset Mind, the local branch of the mental health charity, 
has a website with useful advice; Dorset Healthcare University NHS Foundation Trust provides support for those 
in crisis and a 24 hour, seven day a week phone line on 0300 123 5440 offers signposts to the right place for 
support. The trust also has advice through its Steps2Wellbeing service for anyone facing mental health problems. 
And if anyone is worried about a friend or relative, The Samaritans website has advice on how to talk to someone 
you are concerned about. There is also advice on who to contact for help in the vulnerable people and loneliness 
sections of Dorset Police’s Ask NED internet page: “Please remember, now more than ever, it’s OK not to be 
OK.....Let’s talk to each other.” The Samaritans is always available as a listening ear on Freephone 116 123.

********************************************************************************************

WANTED!!
VINYL RECORDS – LPs – ONE ITEM TO 

COMPLETE COLLECTIONS. 
CAMERA/PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS/TOYS/ MILITARY 
ITEMS/JEWELLERY/GLASS/CERAMICS

ART OIL/WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTINGS/PRINTS/

STAMPS/PROGRAMMES/AND ALL KINDS 
OF POP MEMORABILIA. 

OLD POSTCARDS/CIGARETTE CARDS
£££ CASH PAID £££

IN FACT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES OF ALL 
KINDS

CONTACT MIKE on 01305 812472 or 
07919076427



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, 
T: 01305 319 369  Email: jeremybrading@gmail.com.  
At this stage, we are unable to confirm services for December and January - and especially Christmas time.  
Currently, (as Contact goes to press) the Government lockdown prevents the church being open for worship 
(Foodbank excluded).    Assuming this second lockdown ends after the 2nd December, then the following in some 
form will apply: Service Times:     Sundays 10am        Wednesdays 10am
These opening times are reliant on the following: In order to maintain social distancing, we are also only able to 
admit 15 people into church for any one service.   If you wish to attend a church service, please pre-arrange your 
visit with the Rector. Please adhere to the Government’s directives relating to the Covid-19 outbreak.  Wear a face 
mask at all times in church, and observe the social distancing protocols. If you are suffering from any of the 
possible Covid-19 symptoms, please self isolate at home.
Please check on the church website and our Facebook page for up to date information - or give me (the Rector) a 
call. on the telephone number above. 
St Mary Chickerell church services on the internet: Acts of worship are also available via 
https://www.chesilchurches.com/services-at-st-mary-chickerell/
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX
Services at 10.30am every Sunday.

The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 
Ducklings Pre-School.
DECEMBER JANUARY 2021     
6th Dec  Mrs Jean Churchill                                         3rd Jan    Mr Ray Dean
13th Dec  Ms Janet Amey                                              10th Jan   Mr Raven Scott
20th Dec  Mrs Pam Woodland – Carols Service        17th Jan   Rev Brenda Stephenson
27th Dec  Mr Tim Wells (Holy Communion)                24th Jan  Mrs J Amey/Mrs P Woodland (Covenant Service)
Services remain shorter than usual and the congregation are asked not to come to the Chapel until after 10.20 for 
the 35-40 minute service.  Face masks/coverings are to be worn at all times indoors; doors have to be kept open 
during the service to provide a through-flow of air (please wear suitable clothing in colder weather).  The seating 
is socially distanced and details are taken for track and trace purposes.  There is no singing at present but we can 
hum the tunes behind our masks!  Refreshments cannot be served but there is a chance for socially distanced 
fellowship together in the car park after the service (weather permitting).
We are not sure what the Government and Methodist guidelines will be during December and January but we are 
planning to hold a Christmas Celebration on Wednesday 16th December at 7.30 arranged by Rosemary Wells 
and featuring the choir.  As with all services, seating will be restricted and should be booked in advance and the 
event will last for approximately 40 minutes.
It is helpful if anyone wishing to attend a service, especially at Christmas time, can contact Pam (01305) 782429 
as the number of places available are still very limited.  There is a service on Zoom every Sunday - during 
lockdown at 10am - but when churches are open for morning worship it will be at 5pm.  If you would like to 
‘attend’ please let Pam have your e-mail address and the link will be forwarded to you.  We are also still producing 
written services for anyone not attending Chapel at present.  If you would like to receive these please contact Pam.
We all send our friends in Chickerell and Fleet our best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Peaceful 
New Year.
*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth (see Methodist guidelines above)
DECEMBER Services at 10.30am unless stated        JANUARY 2021     Services at 10.30am
6th Dec    G Owen                                                          3rd Jan    T Wells
13th Dec    R Scott                                                           10th Jan   G Owen, Covenant Service/Holy Communion
20th Dec    R Phillips                                                       17th Jan   Mark Barnsley
24th Dec    4pm – Carol Service. G Owen/J Amey       24th Jan   Jean Churchill
27th Dec    J Amey                                                           31st Jan   P Woodland
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

CHURCHES PAGE FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY



Contact’s annual quiz page 
Just for fun – sorry no prizes!

Every set of words equates to a scramble of letters that when rearranged, spell out somewhere in the Chickerell 
area. See how well you do! (answers inside back page)

1. EARLY CHILLER BRICK  (clue: read on)                       6.  CRISP BUNKER LAD (clue: a place in 
Chickerell’s northern boundary)      

2. HOLD CUB ROAR (clue: off to Nottington)                     7. GIN TALE IN YE STARDUST BAR (clue: 
there’s an echo among these workers)

3. ONLY STOW HER CHILL CRAVAT (clue: hall)            8. THEN BOOK MINT TIGHTS (clue: dip into coast 
road)

4. TOLL ON TAUPE WREN (clue: a lane off another)         9. TIM IN TOP DOOR (clue: not within range)

5. CLEAR CHALKY CHIMP  (clue: pills, no lager)             10. WILL BEHOLD AWL (clue: instrument to 
gather)

Where am I? 
See if you can work out this old chap’s route starting in Chickerell; he is chatting to 

his friend who he has met in the road (answer inside back page)
Say Marshall, where are you going?

Down the old educational slope 
Turning down east I might stamp my foot

Or feast my eyes on some old tales;
I might meet a poet in his garden.

I’ll head north, square past the bar, then off west to see a man about a boat.
I may even have a quick nap

Before dodging a pair of strong arms.
I just might slip down that street 

and visit great grandpa; the old cove.
Will you swan down to meet up with me later?

Where is this? 
The pictures below are historic photographs of two different places in our area. Can you tell where they were 
taken? The pine trees are a very large clue in the left hand photograph. In the right hand photograph the landscape 
has changed completely although most houses in view remain – although the old dairy house is set to disappear 
into a new building development soon (the white house in the mid right of the picture). Many thanks to the two 
readers who supplied these photos. 



Ten things you may not have known (or forgotten)about…Chickerell

******************************************************************************************
NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell since the last issue of Contact Magazine:
The weather has been a bit variable but on good days, there has been plenty to see and hear. The Canada Geese are 
noticeable again, flying overhead in ‘V’ shaped formations between Lodmoor and The Fleet.
One day the sound of a mass beating of wings made me look up, to see a flock of starlings chasing a sparrowhawk 
across the sky. Often if you hear mass bird noise in the sky you will see a ‘raptor’ – the collective name for all the 
birds that hunt other birds. The smaller birds sound the alarm to all their friends when they catch sight of a raptor, 
for obvious reasons, as they are silent but deadly attackers of small birds, swooping down from the sky. Up by the 
electricity sub station you can often see what used to be a rare raptor - a Peregrine falcon, normally perching up on 
a pylon to observe its prey, which it catches on the wing at impressive speeds.
Winter is also the time to hear the nightly ‘zeep’ overhead of the Redwing, part of the thrush family, migrant birds 
that arrive on our shores each winter. As the birds love to chatter to each other as they fly to their overnight roosts, 
chances are you may hear them at this time of year, if you are out and about at night.
Robins are singing at all times of day and in the evening, next to streetlights. One day a Robin was singing 
beautifully outside our window one lunchtime – enough to lighten anyone’s mood in these difficult times.
On a walk down to The Fleet on a good day it was great to hear the song of a Cetti’s Warbler, from the hedgerow 
on the path by the army firing range. The Cetti is known for its sudden and loud outburst of a short metallic 
sounding song, surprisingly loud for a small, brown bird with a greyish chest. 
Incidentally, did you know the old Dorset name for a Whimbrel – a bird that can pass over our heads on the way to 
its breeding grounds in northern Scotland – is Chickerel? A Whimbrel is similar to a Curlew but has a less curved 
bill and a strange, distinctive rippling call that could be described as sounding like ‘chickerel’ or ‘titterel’ when 
spoken. (could this be a clue to why our village is so called – because the birds were here in numbers?) Buzzards 
and the Green Woodpecker have also been seen around the electricity sub station. 
With all the new building work it has been a while since we have seen any deer. In recent weeks, however, deer 
have been seen in the field up by Green Lane, as dusk falls and up by the electricity sub station, where there is 
more cover for them in among the trees. 

• The name Chickerell is unique and no-one has ever discovered why it is so called. The spelling has changed 
since it was first mentioned in the Domesday Book from Chicherelle to Chykerel until the name Chickerell 
settled in the 19th century.

• On many old maps you will see the names East Chickerell and West Chickerell. West Chickerell is the 
village we know today. East Chickerell is no more – the large house with grounds and a farm have gone and 
the area now houses the Electricity Transformer Station, part of the National Grid. 

• In 1990 the older part of the village – around North Square – was designated a Conservation Area.
• Chickerell has nine houses plus a wall, the war memorial and two stiles that are official Listed Buildings. 
• The Willowbed Hall and Town Council suite opened in 1995. It was built thanks to a combination of money 

raised over the years from the carnival, the donation of a plot of land and money from the developers who 
built the houses on Chickerell Downs.

• 1995 was also a big year for the primary school. The old school finally closed this year. Part of the old 
buildings were integrated into a new housing development on the site.  

• Brown’s Crescent, off Putton Lane, used to be known as Brown’s Nest, after the Brown family who owned 
Putton Brickworks at the end of the 19th century. The old cottages in the crescent originally housed their 
workers so that they could live near the site. The brickworks closed in the 1960s but its chimneys remained 
until 1980.

• The Chickerell Downs Woodland Trust site used to be part of the old brickworks and was created as a 
‘green belt’ between Chickerell village and Charlestown.

• The other brickworks in Chickerell were on the main road at Crook Hill. Brickmaking ceased here in 1969 
but the tall brick chimney remained until 1994.  Part of this area is now a nature reserve.

• Chickerell used to have a windmill. It was actually a water pump, owned by a Mr Rex, who used it to pump 
water from the Chickerell ditch up to his greenhouses on Lower Way, which was then a narrow lane. His 
greenhouses were sited in the grounds of his imposing house, long since demolished. The pharmacy and 
hairdressers now stand on the site of his home.





**********************************************************************************************************************

ADVERTS
GUITAR LESSONS MAKE A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT! ASK ABOUT A DISCOUNTED FESTIVE 

PACKAGE. Tuition from beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! Affordable 
one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro musician and 
school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk
**************************************************************************************************************************

DOMESTIC HELP wanted in Langton Herring: 01305 871463 or 07711118572. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in 
Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of 
trading. Phone 01305 830310.
**********************************************************************************************************************
QUIZ ANSWERS: Scrambled letters: 1: Chickerell Library. 2: Coldharbour. 3: Victory Hall, Charlestown. 4: Lower 
Putton Lane. 5: Chickerell Pharmacy. 6: Buckland Ripers. 7: Granby Industrial Estate. 8: Knights in the Bottom. 9: Tidmoor 
Point. 10: Willowbed Hall (awl is a tool used for piercing holes – pun on awl as the Willowbed is a meeting place for all).
Route round Chickerell: Marshallsay Road, School Hill, East Street, Post Office, Library, Library garden (Peto), up into 
North Square past Barr Lane into West Street via the Lugger (boat) via The Knapp and the coat of arms gateposts on Fleet 
Road to Butterstreet, the old Fleet churchyard & to see the swans that can usually be seen in the water of the cove. Photos are 
left: Butterstreet, looking down towards The Fleet and right: Putton Lane, from bottom of School Hill, by the football field.

Gardening Notes For December & January 
from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

Gazing forlornly at the wet mess of our vegetable gardens and more rain forecast, there is still hope. Cover 
the beds to be planted with plastic sheeting for a week or two to keep the rain off. When more useable, dig 
in compost to keep the soil open. Cover beds to be planted in spring, with a thick layer of mulch, manure 
or compost, and leave to rot. Alternatively, cover the beds with cloches to dry them before planting: keep 
them covered through winter. There are many veg that can be sown now. Walk on boards if you need to 
cross planting zones. Peruse catalogues and plan for next year. Some seeds require chilling (stratifying) 
before they germinate, particularly British native trees and wildflowers. Sow them now in pots and put 
them outside to be frosted, or stratify by putting the seeds in the fridge for a fortnight before 
sowing. Hardwood cuttings can be taken now, especially fruit bushes and roses. Dig a six inch deep 
trench, put in a two inch layer of sand, insert the cuttings and back fill with soil. Leave until in full leaf 
next year. Trees are available bare-rooted during winter; much cheaper than container-grown. Try to 
source locally, e.g., Charlton Orchards in Taunton will deliver to their stall on Dorchester Market. Make 
sure that your tender garden plants are well wrapped in fleece when frost is forecast. Do not walk on 
frosted lawns. Visit www.rhs.org.uk for free advice. 

******************************************************************************************************************



£12.00

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722


