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Remembering
The H-bomb test

stay safe & take care

Congratulations to Mrs Margaret Daleymount, one of our agents, on reaching
the grand age of 90 last month; also to anyone else in the town who has been
celebrating special birthdays or anniversaries recently.
It is sad that many events are not taking place due to the virus, especially those in our area such as the Spirit of
Chickerell Village Café mornings and the Luncheon Club, but behind the scenes the teams are still working for the
community. Thank you again to County Councillor John Worth for helping me to distribute Contacts to our
agents, who go on to deliver them to your door. We are still looking for help with this job. Do not forget if you are
a member of the Luncheon Club to phone Ann to collect your gift.
There is more news form the pre school and school this month, let’s hope they can all stay open. Thanks again to
Carrie Dalby for her garden tips this month; we wish her well from her recent illness.
This month we have put together 10 facts you might like to know about Charlestown. I was one of those people
who took part in Charlestown Pantomime; that’s another story! Also we have the article about the Weymouth
tramway, now being removed. In looking back 32 years ago we were welcoming new people to Chickerell and
were asking people to say hello in the street. In 2020 we welcome more residents; please say hello to your new
neighbours. Finally, remember, remember, the 5th of November – stay safe and be careful.
John Dean
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regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which may
be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.
Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor,
compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including
amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get
Contact completed and to the printers on time.
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You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &
Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you
do not get your copy delivered at any time.
CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine
including past issues, in case you missed a month!
USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but visits by appointment only
after speaking to medical professional. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone.
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111.
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.

If critically ill call 999.

DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital, Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend hospital in the pandemic you need an appointment via 111 service or via your GP practice.

CAN YOU HELP HUNGRY LOCAL FAMILIES: Chickerell is set to get its own foodbank in a couple of
weeks to help families in this area struggling through no fault of their own including redundancy, divorce, sickness
and/or benefit payment delays and financial problems because of the pandemic. The bank will be based at St
Mary’s Church. Foodbanks rely on the support of the local community so the call is being made for donations of
non perishable, in date food such as tinned meat and fish, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, pasta, rice, squash and
longlife milk. Donations can be left at The Rectory (next door to Turks Head pub); 56 Lilly Lane or 15
Marshallsay Court, or the primary academy. For more details call 07872 861523 or email placemarys4gmail.com
*******************************************************************************************
MARKET AT TURKS HEAD: The Turks Head car park in Chickerell now has an open air market every
Wednesday morning from 9.30am until lunchtime. Stalls offer a range of produce including meats, milk, yoghurt,
cream, cheeses, honeys and chutneys and preserves and fruit and vegetables from our region. It is hoped the
market will expand and offer more local produce over coming weeks.
*******************************************************************************************
DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL CHARITY APPRECIATED: From Rosie, Yvonne and Jess the dog: To all our
friends and residents of Chickerell and Charlestown and the friends we have made further afield by word of
mouth. What a year it has been; for a start we hope you all have stayed safe and well. As everyone knows, all the
charities have suffered by not having the usual fund raisers and their shops being closed. Glad to say things are
gradually getting back to some sort of normality. So we are asking once again if you could please donate any
animal food, biscuits, toys, towels, blankets etc., for the animals from a horse to a guinea pig, for Christmas, for
the Margaret Green Animal Rescue. Please drop items off at 43 Lower Way or we can collect it. No matter how
small, it will be very much appreciated. We are still collecting clothes, bric-a-brac, old shoes, old books, even
clothes no good for the shop as they get money for rags. We try not to waste a thing. We just cannot take
electricals any more. Please phone Rosie or Yvonne on 01305 781059. It will be appreciated. Thank you!
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS LANEHOUSE AND CHICKERELL SURGERIES: Most of our consultations
are still being held over the phone or via video consultation. Where needed, patients may be invited into the
surgery for a face-to-face appointment with one of our clinicians. Our waiting rooms at Wyke and Lanehouse are
now open for patients with an appointment and there is a limited number of seats. Please wear a mask/face
covering to these appointments where possible. Wherever possible, please use the E-consult tab on our website for
an online consultation. You will receive a reply from one of our clinicians by the end of the next working day.
Between 8.00-8.30am, 12noon -12.30pm and 5pm – 6.30pm each working day, we will only deal with urgent
issues. All non-urgent phone calls during these times will now be directed to E-consult. Patients can speak to a
receptionist regarding non-urgent issues, between 8.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm – 5pm.
Here are a few helpful contacts that may be useful to you during the current pandemic. Please visit our website and
social media platforms for more information such as Carers Support, Smoking Cessation Advice and Nutrition
Advice. Dorset Council Food Packages – 07980 730 029 Weymouth Food Bank – 07531 167 465 Emergency
Food Bank St Edmunds Church – 01305 778169. 24 Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247.
Steps2wellbeing: A free talking therapy service for people experiencing low mood & anxiety:
www.steps2wellbeing.co.uk. Telephone 01305 367051.
Patient Participation Group: We currently meet using Zoom. You don’t need ‘the App’ to join; we email you the
link. Our next meeting is Tuesday 17th November, 4pm. Topics discussed at our last meeting include: Patients’
experiences of the new ways of working: Health consequences for us from emissions of the proposed plans for
Portland Waste Incinerator: Organisation of Flu Clinics 2020. For more information contact the surgery or our
Chair Rosemary Smeeton rosemary.smeeton2@btinternet.com
*******************************************************************************************
CINEWORLD CLOSES ITS DOORS: Cineworlds around the UK, including the cinema complex in
Weymouth, have closed for the foreseeable future because of the pandemic. At the time of going to press:
Dorchester Odeon is also closed; Dorchester Plaza cinema is open with pre-booking only.
Weymouth Pavilion’s Aladdin pantomime has been cancelled but its website is currently advertising a
replacement 75 minute show (no interval) called Rapunzel, from 4th December to 3rd January. Prebooking only in
family groups with social distancing in force. Box office: 01305 783225.
*******************************************************************************************
THANK YOU: from Margaret Daleymount: I would like to thank all my friends and relations for the best wishes,
cards and donations you gave me for my 90th birthday. Thank you all very much.

Opening times: Mon, Tues Weds: 4-9pm
Thurs & Fri: 11.30am-2pm & 4pm-9pm.
Saturday 11.30am – 9pm. Closed Sundays
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified

Alfsfishandchips.com

Charities, Groups, Clubs and Societies
POPPY APPEAL: The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, from Pat Arthars: “Poppy boxes are now in place in
Chickerell and Charlestown Post Offices, The Turks Head and Lugger Inns and My Kutz hairdressers. Please
observe any Covid-19 instructions when entering these premises. You may have to ask for a Poppy as they may
not be on display. If you are unable to go out to get your Poppy you can visit the official Royal British Legion
website and donate online. Every Poppy makes a difference to our Armed Forces Community. Your support is
very much appreciated, thank you.”
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The Spirit of Chickerell is deeply disappointed at not being able to
run any of its usual seasonal events for the remainder of 2020. We will start up again when possible in the New
Year. And don’t forget should we go back into lockdown the Spirit of Chickerell volunteers will be available to
help with shopping and pharmacy deliveries. Contact John on 01305835805 or 07787229052.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: To all members: The rumours I have heard from various bodies such as
Age UK is it looks as if it will be March before we can meet again. Watch this space because if a miracle happens,
you will be the first to know. In the meantime I have a gift for everyone so if you could call me to arrange a time
to come and collect your Christmas greeting. There will also be a lucky dip so don’t forget your £2 present, also a
bottle tombola as our funds are very low. Take care, keep safe – social distancing will be in force. Any queries
please telephone Ann on 783002.
******************************************************************************************
COFFEE MORNING CLUB: We are unable to meet at present. But do keep up the telephone calls from what
feedback I have had they are gratefully received. Any queries please phone Ann 783002.
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: Services continue at St Mary’s on Sunday and Wednesday mornings at 10am. We
are wearing masks, observing social distancing and numbers are limited. If you would like to attend on either of
these days, please contact the Rector on 01305 319369 or email jeremybrading@gmail.com
Several people have kindly offered donations of books and bric-a-brac for when we can start our fund-raising
again, but as both our two storage sheds are full, we are very sorry that we can’t accept anything else at present. If
you are able to hold on to items, we’ll be pleased to accept them, when we can start again, but please donate them
to a charity shop if you need the space.
*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE NEWS - from Marion: “Our repaired fence has now
been painted too and things are looking good. Thanks to Robbie for keeping the old place ship-shape and Bristol
fashion through these past months. The last grass cut of the year has been done and hopefully the hedge will be cut
very shortly now it’s not nesting time.
“I am pleased to say we will be welcoming back Brownies and Guides after the half-term break.
“Just a gentle reminder that we have rubbish bins at either end of the hall footpath and would be grateful if users
would make sure they make use of these and also please clear up after your dogs. We know most responsible dogowners do but there is always someone who thinks it doesn’t apply to them; a bit like the present Covid-19
restrictions. If you going out in dark, then we suggest you take a torch so you can still clear up. Many thanks.
“Any queries regarding the hall please refer to our Facebook page; or you can contact Joe on 01305 789125 or me,
Marion on 01305 761744. In the meantime keep safe and let’s hope life can return to some sort of normality in the
near future.”
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: We continue with the rule of six walkers per walk. To
be able to offer walkers one walk each month, this means that we have enough people on the walkers list.
Unfortunately if you are not on that list we are unable to accept anyone wanting to walk with the group at this
time. Thanks; Brian 770678.
*******************************************************************************************
WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Garlic and shallots are in, and over-wintering onions too. The
Trading Post in Rylands Lane is open on Wednesday 2-4pm, card only sales. Orders for collection of any stock at
other times can be emailed. You have to be a member to buy anything, but that only costs £5 a year. To join, just
pop in on Wednesday or email your details to enquiries@wrhs.org.uk

We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children
Call us on 01305 784313
Open Tuesday to Saturday

More news, plus Playgroups & school notes
CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
Restricted opening still in operation: Tuesdays 10am – 12 noon, Saturdays 10am – 12 noon.
Our letterbox is still sealed. If you need to return books please do so during opening times or use Weymouth or
Dorchester Libraries; their letterboxes are open. You can order books on line and pick them up at the library. For
any queries please ring Pam on 07778961363.
*******************************************************************************************
PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: (Reduced hours may be in place due to Covid-19 restrictions)
Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Places for two year olds are now full. Three and four year old spaces are still available.
INFORMATION FROM DUCKLINGS: The weather is still being kind to us, so we have been making the most
of our outside area. The children have been enjoying our nature tables and have been making drinks, ‘potions’ and
food using lemons, oranges, peppermint tea, leaves, acorns and sticks! If anyone has any metal teapots, large metal
buckets or camping tableware for us to use outside, I am sure the children would put them to good use! Please let
us know and I am happy to collect. With Christmas fast approaching we have set up an Amazon Smile Account. It
is a way for anyone shopping online to support Ducklings. Photos and a short video clip of the setting can been
seen on our Facebook page. Any families wishing to register their child with us next term and beyond, please
call/email Michelle or Sharon and we can arrange a suitable time for you to collect an application form.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES: We are so incredibly proud of our new intake and returning children who have embraced
changes wholeheartedly. During lockdown our staff team have spent sorting, cleaning, painting and refreshing our
setting. As well as completing several online courses to ensure our practices are current. These have included
Hygge and Wanderlust which emphasises the use of more natural and real materials and objects and creating an
environment that is cosy and invites curiosity. This term we have spent most of our time outdoor learning,
exploring the changes of the seasons and the life cycle of a conker. For any enquires regarding places for
September 2021 onwards, please complete a registration form as soon as possible as places are very limited. For
registration forms or questions please contact Clare Ash on 01305 773103 or pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY
It has been wonderful to welcome all of our children back into school after a break of many months for some of
our year groups; we have been incredibly proud of how well they have settled back into school and adapted to our
new routines. Our teachers sent learning home during this unprecedented time and kept in regular touch with their
pupils but there is nothing like having the children back in school and seeing their smiling faces every day. The
arrangements which we have put in place to keep our children, staff and parents as safe as possible during the
current situation continue to work really well and as always we are grateful for the support of our parents at what
is a very strange time for us all. Our new Reception classes of 2020 have been absolutely amazing! They have
settled into school beautifully and have made lots of new friends already. They are having so much fun playing
together in their new classrooms and in our outdoor areas. They are already learning about numbers and shapes
and they are also learning new sounds which will help them with their early reading and writing. We are also
delighted to welcome their parents to our school family and are looking forward to working alongside them to
ensure that their children have the best possible time with us.
If your child is due to start school in September 2021, we are currently in the process of putting together a virtual
tour of the Reception base and the rest of the school for you, which we will post on our website shortly.
Unfortunately, we are currently unable to welcome you into school for a tour of the classrooms as our priority is to
keep our children and staff as safe as possible. However, if you ring the school office – 01305 783876, then our
Early Years Leader will be happy to tell you all about our super Reception base and will be able to be answer any
questions you might have.

CC Plumbing and Property
Maintenance

£12.00

Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property
maintenance
No job too small
Fully Insured
For a free estimate Call Chris

01305 871868 or 07748655722

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on 01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.
CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored.
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.
IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040.
FLY TIPPING can be reported at: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at
South Walks) is 251010.
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council.
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145.
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where
sandbags can be purchased.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for
emergency help and advice.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (current and not previously printed in Contact):
WD/D/20/002306: Land at Threeways Bungalow, 26 Coldharbour: Use of a self built modular building and
associated land informally known as 26c Coldharbour as a self-contained dwelling (Class C3) independent of the
principal/original dwelling formally known as ‘Threeways Bungalow’ 26 Coldharbour, Chickerell.
*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the
time being. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email. My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone: 01305 835805 Email: Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Selling fireworks safely: Businesses selling fireworks are
required to have a licence, granted by trading standards. Trading Standards also inspects business premises to
ensure the proposed storage of the fireworks is safe and complies with all the regulations. If a dedicated locked
storeroom is not available, then fireworks should be stored in their closed transport packaging away from the sales
area in a fire-resistant cabinet, container, or suitable cage. A lesser amount of fireworks can be displayed in a
suitable display case in the shop floor area for customers to see, but no fireworks should be on display for sale
outside of any shop display case. It is illegal to sell fireworks or sparklers to any person under the age of 18.
Unsafe storage or seeing fireworks sold to under 18s can be reported via the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on
freephone 0808 223 1133. For business advice on fireworks see the dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumerslicences section or call the business advice line on 01305 225063.

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – NOVEMBER 1988
• The death was announced of the old village baker, Mr Harry Helyar. He used to make bread at the Bakehouse
on the corner of East Street and Chickerell Road – hence the name which the area is now called – Bakehouse
Corner.
• Chickerell Monday Club was looking forward to a Festive Pot Luck Supper in December.
• A ‘village worker’ worried about loneliness, said: “Chickerell is now a very large village, with many new
houses being built, so please try and be friendly when you see a new face regularly. Often a good morning can
lead to a conversation…’
• In the lineage a Kodak Instamatic (camera) in good condition in a leather case for £8 was for sale along with
blue court shoes, never worn, for £5.
• Charlestown Victory Hall was looking forward to hosting a ‘Old Tyme Night’ in November 1988 with free
entertainment and a fish and chip supper
• Chickerell Utd FC announced improving results including a 2-0 win against the previously unbeaten Portland
Wanderers ‘at a windy Weston Corner’.
• Chickerell Methodists announced a new extension to the church would soon be started.
• Moonfleet Manor was ‘calling all college students, young wives and mothers from Chickerell and surrounding
areas’ to earn a little extra cash as full or part-time kitchen helpers or waiting staff.
• Any young Chickerell person ‘with a reasonable voice’ and interested in joining Weymouth Operatic
Workshop (WOW) was invited to join the WOW auditions in January: “Although WOW is a singing society,
members will have the opportunity of experiencing many aspects of show business including workshops on
drama, mime dance and theatre management’.
• Chickerell Parish Council reported that following complaints about low flying helicopters in the area, the
council had contacted Captain Craig of HMS Osprey (on Portland). The council was told that if any residents
had any cause to complain, they should contact the Senior Air Traffic Control Officer with specific details
which would be investigated.
• The council also stated it had ‘strongly protested’ to the West Dorset Planning Committee’ because it was
‘firmly of the opinion that no further planning applications for residential development’ should be approved for
at least five years: “This is because during the last 3-4 years planning approval has been granted for some
500plus residential dwellings, the majority of which are in the Chickerell Village area. This will provide a
breathing space, a time for the new occupants to be absorbed into the existing local community.’ The only
exception would be ‘really low cost starter homes for young couples’. The council also wanted the building of a
new school to be brought forward.
*******************************************************************************************

Ten things you may not have known about…Charlestown
The piece of wall a little way up Putton Lane behind Charlestown Post Office has a roll of honour carved
into a stone tablet. It is all that remains of a Baptist Church that used to be on the site.
•
Charlestown Victory Hall was built in the late 1940s and was surrounded by farmland. It did have a very
popular youth club that produced an annual pantomime in the 1950s and 1960s.
•
The farm in the Chelwood Gate area had pig sties and a dairy. When the cows set off for milking twice a
day along Chickerell Road they used to cause a traffic jam.
•
In later years before the houses were built at Chelwood Gate, Chipperfields Fair and then a removals
company used part of this land for storage.
•
Just around where the Co-op on Chickerell Road is now used to be a house called the ‘haunted house’ as it
had become very run down. The house was the old gardener’s cottage to a big old house called Yarlands that
sat further back from the road.
•
Yarlands became the Concorde Inn and then Charlestown Social Club, known for its events and live music,
until it was pulled down and a small housing development took its place.
•
Chickerell Road used to be called the Main Road, which most people felt started at the Marquis of Granby
pub (which was a red brick pub fronting the road in the old days). Opposite the pub was the Marquis Farm.
•
Streetlights started just by the Marquis of Granby; it was all dark down to Charlestown and Chickerell from
then on.
•
A bus depot used to be opposite where the Co-op is now and a little bit further on, towards Chickerell, stood
a wooden hut which was a barber’s shop.
•
Cerne Villa, now a mobile home park, was once a big house surrounded by land. Montevideo House further
along towards Chickerell had cider orchards. It is now Queen Charlotte’s Care Home.
We hope to put in some historic photos of Charlestown next month in our bumper edition for Christmas and the
New Year.
*******************************************************************************************
NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell since the last issue of Contact Magazine:
The starlings in the village continue to entertain. One morning they were enjoying a splash around in a puddle of
water that had accumulated on top of a flat roof near the school in the village. Up to 50 gulls have been spotted
pottering about on The Stalls football field as the sun comes up each day; they appear to be tucking into little
insects in the grass. At the beginning of October many house martins and swallows could be seen flying low over
the fields at the bottom of Lower Putton Lane. The weather out in The Channel was stopping them from setting off
home and they were looking to roost somewhere safe. Several were looking at the small patch of trees up by the
electricity sub station but were disturbed by a sparrowhawk who was after an easy supper. The sparrowhawk,
however, did not have the ability to catch the speedy little birds on the wing and soon gave up. Let’s hope all the
swallows and house martins are now safely heading back to the warmer climates in Africa. Top bird to spot in
recent weeks has been two grey wagtails around the stream that runs through the Lower Putton Lane part of the
Grey’s Field development. The grey wagtail has a confusing name because it has a bright yellow chest and
underparts, more noticeable than its grey back. It loves little streams and has a distinctive, sharp, high pitched ‘zi
zi’ call. We have also seen a small flock of meadow pipits in the Grey’s Field area by the stream.
•

REPTILES
Top spot one day in early October on the path by the golf driving range was a slowworm. Slowworms are, in fact,
limbless lizards and are silvery in colour. They like damp, but not wet conditions and this one was struggling a
little bit across the path because it was dry. They are useful reptiles to have in the garden because they feed on
small slugs and snails.
INSECTS
It seems to have been a good season for the crane flies or ‘daddy long legs’, with more about, it seems, than in
recent years. One morning the front of a white rendered house on Grey’s Field looked as if it was covered in spots.
It was only on closer viewing that it was revealed to be a whole host of the delicate flies resting on the surface.
Meanwhile a whole host of hover flies, that look similar to honey bees, were seen feeding on ivy flowers draped
down a wall in East Street. Finally; a lovely spot in the shape of a hummingbird hawkmoth, flying out of a late
flowering shrub as we walked along the pavement on the Chickerell Downs estate.

KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks,
ball valves, radiator replacement, taps,
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher
installation, heating controls and more.

Free estimates and advice.
CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965
Mobile 0747-512-8249

Looking back at the old days in Chickerell and Fleet

Looking up North Square towards the war memorial with part of
Esme’s father’s workshop on the left nearest the camera. The
main doors into the workshop are out of the picture; they fronted
West Street. Below is the scene today. Many thanks to the reader
who supplied this historic photo.

We are delighted to print more snippets
this month from a pamphlet compiled by
Esme Bailey:
“Father’s workshop was in North Square
and he employed his nephew, Bill
Marshallsay, as an apprentice.
Whenever I came home from school I
would run to the workshop to see what
Dad was making. It was always exciting
anticipating what he would be making.
Sometimes it would be a farm wagon
which was then the main load-carrying
vehicle on the farm. The undercarriage
was made of elm or oak and the body
from ash or oak. The wheels were
mounted on metal axles.”
Esme says it was the wheel making that
was the best of the wheelwright’s skills.

“Starting with the hub which was made form a well seasoned elm log (anything up to 12 years seasoning was not
unusual). A metal rim or tyre was cut from a length of iron and put in a machine called a tyre bender and then the
two ends would be welded together having been put in the forge until white hot. It was then put on to the wheel
rim which then started to burn.” Water, already to hand, was poured over the tyre which then contracted and was
secure on the wheel. “Buckets of water were quickly thrown onto the iron rim causing it to contract rapidly and so
fit tight on the wheel. This process was done on a large metal disc on the floor of the smithy yard.”
Esme goes on to explain that the front of the
wagon was painted a different colour to the
rest of the body and the name of the farm
and village was painted on: “The colours
were usually royal blue or red with intricate
designs in yellow. This took much patience
and time but my father loved his work and
took a great pride in all he did.”
Esme’s father also made coffins and directed
funerals. He made his last coffin in 1948
aged 67 although he lived to be 83 years of
age.
The smells of wood shavings, sawdust and
paint from her father’s workshop lingered on
in her memory, along with her father’s
wonderful sense of humour.
*******************************************************************************************

CHURCHES PAGE FOR NOVEMBER
ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk,
T: 01305 319 369 Email: jeremybrading@gmail.com.
Remembrance Sunday 8th November from 10.55am: We are unable to formally mark Remembrance Sunday in
the usual way. Please remain at home, but take the opportunity of marking the two minutes silence at home. The
Act of Remembrance Order of Service can be downloaded at www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk
We are operating a limited timetable of services at the moment, due to Covid-19. In order to maintain social
distancing, we are also only able to admit 15 people into church for any one service. If you wish to attend a
church service, please pre-arrange your visit with the Rector. Please adhere to the Government’s directives relating
to the Covid-19 outbreak. Wear a face mask at all times in church, and observe the social distancing protocols. If
you are suffering from any of the possible Covid-19 symptoms, please self isolate at home.
Service Times: Sundays 10am
Wednesdays 10am
Emergency foodbank – from the middle of November, there will be an emergency foodbank
for Chickerell held on Wednesday afternoons from within the church. See our website for more details.
We would value receiving donations of specific food items.
For more information you can also see church noticeboards, posters throughout Chickerell and our Facebook page
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX
Services at 10.30am every Sunday.
The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the
Ducklings Pre-School.
1st November
Angela Gardner
8th November Rev John Yarrien
15th November
Gill Bumphrey
22nd November Janet Amey
29th November
Rev Gwyneth Owen (Holy Communion)
Services remain shorter than usual and the congregation are asked not to come to the Chapel until after 10.20 for
the 35-40 minute service. Face masks/coverings are to be worn at all times indoors; doors have to be kept open
during the service to provide a through-flow of air (please wear suitable clothing in colder weather). The seating
is socially distanced and details are taken for track and trace purposes. There is no singing at present but we can
hum the tunes behind our masks! Refreshments cannot be served but there is a chance for socially distanced
fellowship together in the car park after the service (weather permitting).
It is helpful if anyone wishing to attend a service can contact Pam (01305) 782429 as the number of places
available are still very limited. There is a service on Zoom every Sunday at 5pm. If you would like to ‘attend’
please let Pam have your e-mail address and the link will be forwarded to you. We are also still producing written
services for anyone not attending Chapel at present. If you would like to receive these please contact Pam.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL: www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell.
*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH Lynch Lane, Weymouth.
1st November
M Barnsley
8th November
J Amey
th
nd
15 November P Woodland
22 November J Walker – Holy Communion
29th November
J Amey/R Phillips
All services commence at 10.30am but please do not arrive before 10.20am due to the restrictions.
Reminders – face coverings must be worn; we must only be in the building for three-quarters of an hour; no
singing and no refreshments afterwards.
*******************************************************************************************
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.
******************************************************************************************
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’ St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road
******************************************************************************************
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd.
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

My Experience on Christmas Island 1958/59 – By Brian Bean
Following the ‘Here I am’ profile of Brian in Contact last month, interest has been expressed over his mention in
the article of witnessing the last atomic bomb test on Christmas Island in the late 1950s. Here he tells us more:
“Christmas Island is a small coral island in the middle of the Pacific (not to be confused with Christmas Island in
the Indian Ocean) It was basic living on the island in those days; the accommodation was a tent housing four
people. The area highlights were a lagoon, coconuts, beach and Land Crabs. There was, however, an open air
cinema and of course an airfield. The tents were almost on the beach but it was too dangerous to swim over the
reef. That meant a two-and-a-half mile walk daily to a large lagoon for a dip - GREAT!
“We were there for the testing of a series of H bombs. I experienced the last test when the bomb was dropped 40
miles out to sea (further away than previous tests). Everyone had to be accounted for, which meant we had a role
call at 2am. We gathered in a large field and then trucked down to the port. There we did an exercise getting on to
barges which looked as though they had seen better days. To get everyone on board we were packed like sardines.
In case something went wrong at take off we could be taken out to sea. Standing squeezed together in wobbly
craft, I was glad it didn't come to that. Back on dry land the wait seemed endless. Meanwhile we were instructed
how to keep safe; sit down with legs crossed, crouch forward with our backs to the bomb . Most importantly; to
put the palms of our hands held firmly as possible into the eyes not to let in the light.
“It was announced the plane had taken off; apprehension then waiting for the count down from 10 - 1. First effect
was the bright light still visible through the darkness; a cause for more pressure with the palms of our hands.
Seconds later I felt a sense of the blast but no effect not like the heat wave; felt it go right through the body. Still
protecting the eyes for several minutes. ‘OK! you may look towards the bomb now’ we were told. The light was
too bright, just like looking at the midday sun. A few minutes later it was bearable but by then the mushroom
cloud was fully formed. I felt privileged in that moment, something few people have experienced.
“Let’s hope the H bomb is never employed. In fact any type of bomb should be banned, what is the point of
destruction and misery?
“Life on the island for 11 months was an unforgettable time; however it was good to put the feet on home soil.”
******************************************************************************************
DID YOU KNOW ABOUT: The Weymouth Quay Tramway: Work started last month on the removal of this
tramway which runs right from by the petrol station on King Street down the harbour along Commercial Road.
Traffic diversions are in place. For many years there have been calls to remove the railway lines because they have
not been used from more than 20 years and have long been seen as a major hazard to cyclists. It is worth
mentioning a bit about the history of these lines:
•
Weymouth was the only place in the country where a full sized passenger train used to travel on rails along a
main ‘A’ class road.
•
The lines were installed in the latter part of the 19th century for the ferry service to the Channel Islands. A
regular service started in the summer of 1880.
•
Apart from the lines there were three sidings; one was where the angling society clubhouse is today. This
siding was used by coal wagons which fed the barges to coal the railway steamers.
•
The trains used to run right alongside the harbour until part of the backwater was infilled (where the Palm
House, car parks and bowling green is now)
•
In the late 1950s the tramway was busy in the summer with trainloads of tomatoes, potatoes and flowers
from the Channel Islands and passenger boat trains.
•
Trains had to travel at 4mph with a bell on the front of the train and a man with a red flag.
•
In the 1960s all Channel Island services were concentrated on Weymouth so the line became even busier.
•
Cargo traffic stopped in the early 1970s but a cargo train still had to carry oil along the line for the old
Channel Island ferries.
•
By the end of the 1980s with the old Sealink ferries gone and increasing hazards from traffic and parked
cars, only the occasional ‘special’ running for railway enthusiasts remained.
*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU ALSO KNOW: Following on from our article on Fleet last month, particularly detailing the old
church, you may want to know that although the church is closed because of the current restrictions, you can see
pictures online at www.chesilchurches.com/holy-trinity-church-fleet/

The Turks Head Inn

In the heart of Chickerell
6 East Street, Chickerell DT3 4DS

Tel: 01305 778565
Open 7 days a week

NOVEMBER AT THE TURKS

25% off your food bill all day Wednesday
to eat in only
**

FARMERS MARKET
Every Wednesday from 9am
Buy fresh … Buy Local!

**

New takeaway menu out now!
Our new delivery service…love our food now,
have it delivered
Christmas bookings now being taken for our
Christmas dinner takeaway
Sunday carvery – reserve your table
Served all day

Gardening Notes for November– from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

Rain at last! Cut back and divide perennials before frosts. Planting now will allow them to establish while
the soil is warm. Plant tulips - they like to be deep, which allows for layers in pots. Tulips left in the
ground will pull themselves down deeper!
WEEDING
Weed well before applying a thick mulch around established plants. Do not compost perennial weeds bindweed, dandelions and couch grass will grow instead of rotting! Mulch can be rotted manure or
compost. Plants need nitrogen to decompose, so do not add fresh bark where nutrients are required, as it
will take nitrogen from the soil; compost it first. Collect leaves and make leaf mould; chopping with a
mower speeds rotting. Put them damp into a bin bag with a few holes for air. Mix in some fresh manure
and soil and leave for a year. Do not compost diseased leaves; put them in the council recycling tip.
PLANTING GARLIC
Over-wintering garlic and onions are on sale now. Choose a sunny patch. Break up the garlic bulbs as
you plant and sow the cloves two inches deep, six inches apart. Garlic can be grown in pots! Elephant
garlic should be three to four inches deep.
REMEMBER THE WILDLIFE
Leave habitat for wildlife: Piles of twigs and leaves, or a few logs, tucked behind shrubs or in corners will
give winter protection. Remember to put fresh water out for them, especially during frosts. Encourage
birds into the garden by feeding them - they will pick off pests for you.
******************************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar!
Affordable one-to-one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro
musician and school teacher. Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk
*********************************************************************************************************************
GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres.
Established in Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after
two decades of trading. Phone 01305 830310.

