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HISTORIC ENTRANCE: Photo shows the road down to Moonfleet, with its impressive gateposts heralding the 
boundary between the parish of Fleet and Chickerell Town.

Historic spot: The pillbox at Chickerell Hive was built when 
it was feared we could have been on the frontline in an 
invasion. Fortunately those fears never came to fruition.



HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road, Chickerell (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: 01305 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all 
letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. If 
sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be 
regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which may 
be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.
Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 
compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 
amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 
Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
Please seek advice from the compiler about ad setting. Simple works best and a simple electronic version works 
far better than scanned copy. 
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &
Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you 
do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine 
including past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but visits by appointment only 
after speaking to medical professional. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone.
When Doctors surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
If you have a high temperature, new, continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell or taste, do not go to the 
GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. Follow the NHS guidance on self-isolation. www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend hospital you need to an appointment via 111 service or with your GP practice.

Now that the football season has kicked off, I think this is a good time again to remind dog owners that dogs are 
not allowed on The Stalls football field at any time.
It is always good to read news from the Trading Standards, and this month they are making us aware of green 
energy scams. 
Well done to Pat Arthars for organising the Poppy Appeal. Please support this good cause. 
Once again congratulations to Hilary Bennett for her successful book and plant sale under extreme circumstances.
We have a very interesting article from our old friend Brian of his life story and love of Chickerell.
It was good to see the children walking past my gate again and to hear them in the playground.  Congratulations to
Jody and her team for their work.
Finally, don’t forget to put your clocks back!

John Dean

mailto:davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:caroline@elephantsears.org
http://www.chickerell.com/
http://www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus


ONLINE PETITION FOR SKATEPARK: A petition has been launched online to get a skatepark for 
Chickerell. The reasoning behind the petition is: Chickerell is expanding so there needs to be more facilities than 
just the current areas on the Willowbed field. A minimum of 500 signatures is hoped for and at the time of going 
to press, the petition was more than half way there. To view the details of the petition see 
change.org/chickerelltownskatepark. Chickerell Town Council says the need for a skatepark has already been 
identified and funds set aside to support it but there is no suitable council land to put it in at present.  However, the 
council is working with housing developers in the village to progress this. A village skatepark is also set out as a 
requirement in the new neighbourhood plan (see news item below). Other requirements set out in the plan include 
a doctors’ surgery and land for a second Chickerell Primary School. 
*******************************************************************************************
LAST CHANCE TO COMMENT: Don’t forget to have your say on the Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan. The 
plan sets out a range of planning policies up until 2036 and has been prepared by Chickerell Town Council. 
The proposed plan and associated documents can be viewed online at
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/chickerell-neighbourhood-plan. Alternatively, hard copies of the plan can be viewed 
at Chickerell Community Library, East Street, Chickerell (open 10am–12pm, Tuesday & Saturday). Response 
forms are available from the above locations or on request from the planning policy team at Dorset Council. These 
must be returned by Friday 16 October 2020.
*******************************************************************************************
QUIZ RESULT: From Sue Adams: Thank you to everyone who took part in the recent 'Numbers' quiz, especially 
those people who forwarded it online to friends and family. Five people returned all correct answers and a winner 
was picked at random. Gwen Clarke of Somerton received a small prize. A further £70 was raised for St. Mary’s 
Restoration Fund. If you have not had sight of the answers and would like to do so please contact me. A new quiz 
will be circulating soon.
*******************************************************************************************
CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION : If you have any concerns see the national website 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus or advice on how to protect yourself on www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
General advice at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk – the Dorset Council website.
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET POLICE (current at time of going to press): Residents across the county are urged to 
play their part and prevent the spread of coronavirus with the new regulations making it illegal for groups of more 
than six people to gather socially. Anyone gathering in a group of more than six people in any inside or outside 
place will be dispersed and could be subject to a £100 fine if they refuse to comply. Dorset Police will be using 
engagement, education and encouragement before the final option of Enforcement. There are some exceptions to 
the rules, including if everyone in the group is a member of the same household or two linked households. The 
new regulations do not refer to schools or other childcare, education or training, the workplace, for voluntary 
charitable purposes or providing support to a vulnerable person. Gatherings of more than six, but no more than 30, 
may be permitted at weddings/civil partnerships, funerals and some religious ceremonies.
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Look out for possible Green Energy Grant scams: A 
Government Green Homes Grant for homeowners in England is available from the end of September 2020 and 
runs until the end of January 2021, says trading standards:  “It aims to help pay for certain energy efficient home 
improvements including insulation.  All homeowners can apply for funding for at least two thirds of the cost of 
eligible home improvements, up to a total value of £5,000.  Some homeowners will qualify for a total cost of up to 
£10,000. Installation of either insulation or low-carbon heating of a certain type is required. Funding is by 
Government voucher. Anyone interested must check whether they are eligible. Full details from the Government 
endorsed web page https://www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/ or by phoning 0800 444202.
“History has shown some traders may try to take advantage of schemes such as this, contacting people by phone, 
or on the doorstep, out of the blue, with the offer of discounted insulation or building work. Sometimes the sales 
talk may refer to previous work completed at the property. The advice from trading standards is to visit the Simple 
Energy Advice webpage, or phone them on the number above, before agreeing to any work & to check eligibility 
for the grant. Those unsure should seek help from a relative, friend or neighbour. Those who feel they have been 
contacted or had work completed by a trader not what they first seemed, should contact Dorset Council Trading 
Standards via the Citizens Advice Consumer Service at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or call the 
Citizens Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 1133.”
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More Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

POPPY APPEAL: The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, from Pat Arthars: “In these uncertain times you may 
not be able to attend a Remembrance Service but hopefully you will be able to obtain a Poppy and support the 
work of the British Legion.  Poppy boxes will go out on Saturday 24th October.  The boxes will be in 
Chickerell and Charlestown Post Offices, Turks Head and Lugger Inn and My Kutz hairdressers. It is a difficult 
year for all businesses; please observe any instructions when entering these premises. You may have to request a 
Poppy as they may not be on display. This plan may have to be reviewed in line with any new restrictions due to 
Covid-19. Your continued support for the Poppy Appeal is much appreciated.” 
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: The Spirit of Chickerell is deeply disappointed at not being able to 
run any of its usual seasonal events for the remainder of 2020. We will start up again when possible in the New 
Year. However, bearing this in mind, The Spirit of Chickerell is working with The Mayor of Chickerell, Coun Jeff 
Mogg and the Deputy Mayor, Coun Elspeth Turner, to bring some fun back into our lives. To this end there will 
two competitions for Hallowe’en:  One for the best decorated house and the other for children’s fancy dress. 
Certificates and small prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each category. For more details please check 
out the Chickerell Community Hallowe’en Spooktacular 2020 Facebook page. Watch this space for further fun 
competitions coming later this year.
And don’t forget should we go back into lockdown the Spirit of Chickerell volunteers will be available to help 
with shopping and pharmacy deliveries. Contact John on 01305835805 or 07787229052. 
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB: I am sorry to announce that our October lunch has had to be cancelled 
because of the ‘rule of six’ which has been re-introduced. A request from me is – can you all make sure I have 
your phone numbers please, so if anything changes I can notify you immediately. Christmas will be a little 
different this year. But we will make it fun for all of you. More details next month. In the meantime, please buy 
your £2 present and wrap it for the lucky dip. Any queries please telephone Ann on 783002.
******************************************************************************************
COFFEE MORNING CLUB: We are unable to meet at present. But do keep up the telephone calls from what 
feedback I have had they are gratefully received. Any queries please phone Ann 783002. 
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: We are continuing with services in church on a Sunday and a Wednesday morning, 
with numbers limited, social distancing and masks. If you would like to attend a service, please contact the Rector: 
01305 319369 or email jeremybrading@gmail.com
Thank you to everyone who came to our Book and Plant Sale on Bank Holiday Monday. With the addition of 
some kind donations we raised £235 for church funds. We observed the Covid-19 protocols, so sadly, there were 
no refreshments or lovely home-made cakes to enjoy, but we were blessed with fine weather and it was good to 
see some old friends – at a safe distance! We anticipate there will be no chance of holding our two other usual 
events for the year, in the Willowbed Hall - the quiz and the bazaar, so our church income for this year will be 
much reduced. If you would like to make a donation to the help keep our lovely old church in good order please 
see the website: www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk or send a cheque made out to ‘St.Mary’s Church Chickerell PCC’  
to the Treasurer at 11 Randall Close, Chickerell DT3 4AS  Thank you. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE NEWS - from Marion: “Hi everyone. Another month 
gone by; the hall has had a second external coat of paint, ready for winter. Weymouth School of Ballet and the 
Dixie Six dancers are both continuing their classes under the Covid-19 rules. Work on repairing the fencing 
has started. We have had lots of enquiries on the Bingo starting up, but we are unable to keep everyone safe at the 
moment, and the new rules prevent us from doing so. We are monitoring the rules closely and will let you know if 
we do have a date, as it would be great to see you all. The same goes for whist, of course.”
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: Recently more walkers have been added to the 
‘Chickerell Walkers List’. With the experience of four walkers, members felt confident the club could increase the 
number of walkers to six per walk. This would still allow each walker to be offered one walk per month. 
Organizing walks in advance is vital to get the correct number of walkers who have not walked the route before 
this year. It would be helpful when members have been offered a walk to reply as soon as possible confirming or 
otherwise. If walkers on the list do not want to walk in the group of six please let me know so that other 
arrangements can be made for them.  Thank you!                                                                          Brian 770678 
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WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Onions, shallots and garlic should be in by the time you read 
this! The Trading Post in Rylands Lane is open on Wednesday afternoons 2 - 4pm, with social-distancing 
measures in place. We do not plan to open on Saturdays yet, due to staff still isolating. Orders by email for 
collection on Saturday mornings are accepted, so long as you can pay by Bank Transfer. You have to be a member 
to buy; it costs £5 a year. To join, email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or when we are open. Find us on Facebook. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
Limited opening hours remain: Tuesdays 10am – 12 noon, Saturdays 10am – 12 noon (times for review in the 
new year, dependant on the situation)
NEWS: We would like to give a heartfelt thank you to Bill Turnbill, a Chickerell resident, who has manufactured 
visors and donated them to the library for our volunteer staff. Good News: The reservations system is up and 
running again so you can order books on line and pick them up at Chickerell Library. We are hoping that even if 
we go into another lockdown you will still be able to pick up your reservations at the library. For more information 
please ring Pam on 07778961363.  If you can’t get a Contact Magazine, or need an extra one, we have them in the 
library. 
Peto Garden: Please pick your rubbish up from around the seats and grass; there is a bin provided. On Tuesday 
morning there was a smashed jar of jam with glass over the grass and path; the jam was everywhere, encouraging 
wasps; remember - children and dogs are in this area, so please be sensible when using the garden.
Hallowe’en: See the library front window display on the 31st October. In conjunction with the Chickerell 
Community Hallowe’en Spooktacular 2020.
*******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email address is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: (Reduced hours may be in place due to Covid-19 restrictions)
Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Places for two year olds are now full; if you would like an application form for the summer term then please let us 
know. Three and four year old spaces are still available.
INFORMATION: The children have settled back into pre-school beautifully after the summer break and have 
been adapting to our new ‘normal’ which has been working well. They have also been helping our new starters 
feel at ‘home’ here at Ducklings. We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new children and their families 
and hope they enjoy their time with us. The children have been enjoying the warm weather with lots of outside 
play and have been exploring our new exciting inside environment. Photos and a short video clip of the setting can 
be seen on our Facebook page.  Any families wishing to register their child with us for this coming autumn term 
and also the spring term, please call/email Michelle or Sharon and we can arrange a suitable time for you to collect 
an application form. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES:  For any information please contact Clare Ash 01305 773103 or contact 
pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL PRIMARY ACADEMY
The new term has started well at Chickerell Primary Academy and Chickadees Pre school. We are all working 
under a ‘new normal’ of different start and finish times, limited movement around the site and lots of handwashing 
- but the staff and children are adapting amazingly.
Naturally people are anxious about all being back together, but all the adults are trying to model the right 
behaviours so the children understand the need to still socially distance and keep our hygiene standards high.
We are strictly limiting who has access to our site at this present time - and indeed our children are not going on 
any trips out at the moment, but with the weather being so kind to us still, we have learning outside to compensate 
for this. The most important thing for us is to try and make sure our children feel happy and confident in returning, 
and then we can start to ‘plug the gaps’ and accelerate each child’s progress to catch up on lost ‘lockdown’ time.
Let us hope we can all still stay safe and well under these new rules.

Jody Harris, Headteacher

More news plus playgroups & school notes
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CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL
CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.
CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk
WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.
CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (current since last issue): 
WD/D/20/001755: Land north of 3 Woodland Way, Chickerell: Erection of 2 no.3 bed houses, associated 
landscaping and parking provision for 4 no.vehicles.
WD/D/20/002241: Land east of 1A Fleet Lane: Remove 6m hedgerow to allow access.
*******************************************************************************************
FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the 
time being. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************
SOME MEMORIES OF CHICKERELL 

Snippets from a pamphlet compiled by Esme Bailey.
Esme was born in East Street, Chickerell in the 1920s. Her father was a carpenter and wheelwright, coach builder 
and an undertaker, who had also been born in the village. Her mother, Grace, was a State Registered Nurse and 
was asked by the local doctor to take up the position of District Nurse covering Chickerell, Charlestown, Fleet and 
Langton Herring. As the family had no telephone, messages had to be left on a slate hanging at the front door. 
Much of her mother’s work was checking on new born babies, who were visited every morning and evening for 14 
days; so she worked long hours in all weathers. One year, Grace had to get to Langton Herring on foot during a 
snow storm; she was without a car until much later in her career.  She always carried a black Gladstone bag 
containing all sorts of medical supplies and instruments: “Sometimes a pair of boy’s trousers or a little dress would 
be included in the bag for the needy! Mother would often make something on her sewing machine but how she 
found time I don’t know.”
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KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.
Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249



Ten things you may not  have known about…..Fleet
• The little parish gained its name from the stretch of water called the Fleet. Fleet, Fleot or Flot comes 

from the Saxon work for bay or gulf. 
• In The Domesday Book the ‘Flete’ belonged to the King. It was also held, for a time, by the Priory of 

Christchurch, Twynham (Christchurch Priory) until Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries. 
• The Mohun family held the estate from the 1560s until the late 1700s when it passed to John Gould of 

Upwey through marriage. 
• The Gould family supported the build of a new church when the old church was hit by the infamous 

floodwaters that swept across the area in the big storm of 1842.
• You can still see memorial brasses to the Mohune family in the remaining part of the old church, at 

the end of Butterstreet.
• The Gould family let the manor house out over the years, including to Sir Henry Peto,  

commemorated by the red brick reading room that is home to Chickerell Community Library. 
• In the Second World War the house, known as Fleet House, was requisitioned for the military.
• After the war a group of businessmen bought the house and transformed it into a hotel. It has changed 

owners over the years but has continued in business as Moonfleet Manor hotel. 
• Moonfleet is named after the novel by J Meade Falkner, who dedicated his book to ‘all the Mohunes 

of Fleet and Moonfleet – living or dead’.
• In the novel the hero describes the village as being nearly in the centre of Moonfleet Bay, which is a 

‘death trap to up-channel sailors in a south-westerly gale’. He describes the perils if a ship is wrecked 
and is driven on to the beach: ‘Once on the beach, the sea has little mercy, for the water is deep right 
in, and the waves curl over the pebbles with a weight no timbers can withstand. Then if poor fellows 
try to save themselves, there is a deadly under-tow or rush back of the water, which sucks them off 
their legs and carries them again under the thundering waves. It is that back-suck of the pebbles that 
you may hear for miles inland’.

***********************************************************************************

The new season has got off to a flying start for The Chickens, albeit under very strange
and demanding circumstances due to ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. The first team kick
started the season with a very satisfying 3-2 victory away to Hamworthy Rec Reserves
and the reserves had a convincing 6-3 home win against Okeford Utd.

NEWS FROM CHICKERELL UTD FC. The Stalls, East Street, Chickerell

Subject to a change in current regulations football should be available to watch every Saturday afternoon at The
Stalls; an added attraction this year will be Chickerell Veterans who play on a fortnightly basis and will be
displaying their skills at The Stalls on Sunday mornings.
Many thanks and appreciation goes to the committee members and helpers who have spent a lot of time tidying up
including trimming the trees and hedge along the western side and replacing the netting alongside the pitch. Tony
Paice and Andrew have spent much effort getting the pitch green and ready for the new season, despite the
glorious sunny weather and lack of rain!!
We also have a brand new set of goal posts and nets thanks to a generous donation from our president Terry Hind
and a grant from the Grass Roots football fund. All associated with the Football Club would like to thank Liam
Coles for his sponsorship of a new kit and wish him the very best in his new venture as landlord of the Lugger Inn.
Finally, hoping you all keep safe and well and we look forward to seeing you at The Stalls in the future. Scoop
*******************************************************************************************

NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell: Walking down towards the power station it has been 
good to hear the Green Woodpecker. He is an eye catching bird when you see him with green plumage, bright 
yellow rump and red head. His distinctive call or ‘laughing cry’ is generally known as the yaffle. The Green 
Woodpecker feeds on ground insects, notably ants and will dismantle anthills by pushing them around with his 
beak, rooting out the ants with a long and sticky tongue. The flock of Starlings in the village continue to offer 
entertainment. On one particularly hot day in the last few weeks it was great to see them enjoying themselves with 
a mass splash around in the little watercourse that flows through the new Frys estate near the Lower Putton Lane 
section. They took off suddenly in a cloud of spray. I wish I had my camera handy at that point!   We have also 
been pleased to hear the Tawny Owl calling out as he hunts around Chickerell in the dead of night.



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday



THE CHICKERELL WELLS – by D Marshallsay 
Reprinted from Contact Magazine October 1988 issue

The recent discovery of a well at the Turks Head aroused much interest. As many know, Chickerell has plenty of 
similar wells. Before they all disappear and are forgotten, I’m sure some permanent record of their whereabouts 
would be worthwhile. 
The map (below- the wells are circled) shows those that are familiar and some may be rather less known. Many 
have been filled in or covered over for obvious safety reasons.
Anyone interested in the village history (or may be a little Geology), will appreciate how significant these various 
old well sites are; clearly indicating how the old village has developed from early times, giving us, simply by their 
positions, an insight into dwellings long since gone and, of course, some that still remain: Wells providing water 
for cottages, farms, public houses and other small industries. Nearly everyone seems to have had their own well, 
but not all; some were shared and those without had to travel some distance to draw water.
The skill and judgement required to locate and build a well, to keep the right level and provide water both in 
summer and winter, must have been considerable, an art ranking with that of the thatcher, blacksmith and 
wheelwright trades of the past; though I don’t suppose our forefathers looked at it that way. Today it would 
probably take a whole county council department to provide this sort of service.
So far I have been able to trace 22 wells but there may still be more. Any information regarding other sites would 
be most welcome. (please get in touch with Contact Magazine if you know more today, thank you)
The map is interesting in itself. It shows the old limekiln just before the brow of the hill up Barr Lane (Frys now 
building here); it clearly shows the School Hill houses with their long back gardens and the houses in Marshallsay 
Road; the Fisherman’s Arms is shown in the far bottom right of the map – where Podington Meadows is now –
and the old Rectory (demolished) up by the coast road.
• Following on from the continued story of Chickerell Post Office last month, a reader has contacted us to say 

the ‘Draw In Lane’ short cut from East Street was so called because it was used to walk up to ‘draw in’ 
water from the village pump in North Square. We have also been sent more historical details and photos of 
Chickerell we plan to put in over the next couple of months. 

Footnote: Even as late as the 1950s some houses in Chickerell village were still without mains water. 



*******************************************************************************************
A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – OCTOBER 1988
• Parish council news this month in 1988 included: A county ‘task team’ set to investigate the state of public 

footpaths; anyone who felt paths in the parish needed attention should contact the clerk to the council. And a 
meeting was planned to look at the future of council houses in the West Dorset District Council area.

• Chickerell Monday Club was hosting an ‘Antiques Roadshow’.
• The village’s Babysitting Group was offering new members 30 tokens, entitling them to 15 hours of 

babysitting.
• Chickerell Utd reported: ‘Inconsistent is the word which describes our start to the new season’ which 

included a ‘diabolical team performance’ which ‘saw us lose 5 – 1 away to Piddletrenthide. The report 
concluded: ‘If anyone knows anything about the mindless morons who dug holes in our pitch looking for 
buried treasure we would be glad to hear from them.’

• A Weymouth reader researching the local army camp in the First World War asked if anyone had relatives in 
Australia - as a result of local girls marrying Australian soldiers stationed at Monte Video camp in Chickerell 
from 1915 to 1919. 

• The chairman of Chickerell Parish Council paid tribute to the Carnival Committee for their hard work and 
another successful carnival day: ‘When the Chickerell Community Centre is finally built, (the Willowbed 
Hall) it will be due mainly to the efforts of past, present and future members of the Carnival Committee.’ 

• A resident asked if the parish council could adopt and resurface the small lane leading from Rex Lane to the 
main road and the bus stop into Weymouth. He also asked for security lights to be put in so that people could 
use it with confidence in the dark. The parish council had to find out who owned the lane first.

• A Pet Minder advertising in Contact stated they would also take care of poultry and horses ‘while you are 
out or away’ and could board small animals and birds.

• Jackie’s Hair Salon on Chickerell Road was offering late night opening – until 7.30pm – for men on 
Thursdays and Ladies on Fridays this month in 1988.

******************************************************************************************

The story of Chickerell’s Post Office continues…

Very many thanks to the 
reader who lent Contact  
this picture of the current 
Chickerell Post Office in 
its very early days. It 
moved to this site in 1920. 
You can see how much it 
has changed since then; 
the only constant is the 
next door building which 
is now the home of 
Prayerhouse, Chickerell.
The phone box was moved 
across the road in front of 
the hairdressers and we 
lost the old style box to a  
modern version.

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified



Opening times: 
Monday to Saturday 11.30am – 9pm

Sunday 4pm-8pm
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    

ADVERTISEMENT



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, 
T: 01305 319 369  E. jeremybrading@gmail.com.  
Remembrance Sunday 8th November from 10.55am: We certainly hope to hold the traditional Act of 
Remembrance in North Square, just before 11am on the 8th November.  However, given the COVID-19 
restrictions, we are unable to confirm arrangements at this stage.   Therefore, please check via 
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk or on the St Mary Chickerell Facebook page, to clarify the arrangements for 
Remembrance Sunday - nearer to the time.
Worship under COVID-19 Restrictions: We are operating a limited timetable of services at the moment, due to 
COVID-19. In order to maintain social distancing, we are also only able to admit 15 people into church for any 
one service.   If you wish to attend a church service, please pre-arrange your visit with the Rector. Please adhere 
to the Government’s directives relating to the COVID-19 outbreak.  Wear a face mask at all times in church, and 
observe the social distancing protocols. If you are suffering from any of the possible COVID-19 symptoms, please 
self isolate at home.
Service Times Church opening Times for private prayer
Sundays 10am 11am - 2pm
Wednesdays 10am 11am - 2pm
Services available to view at: https://tinyurl.com/yadajky7 For more information you can also see church 
noticeboards and posters throughout Chickerell.
*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX
Services at 10.30am every Sunday. The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West 
Street in Chickerell and is home to the Ducklings Pre-School.
4th      October Mr Mark Barnsley 18th October   Mrs Jean Churchill (Holy Communion)
11th October Ms Flora Stewart                                    25th October  Mr Tim Wells
Our services during September have been well attended by our own congregation and we have been joined by 
friends from Lanehouse. Services remain shorter than usual and the congregation is asked not to come to the 
Chapel until after 10.20 for the 35-40 minute service.  Face masks/coverings are to be worn at all times indoors 
and the seating is socially distanced and details are taken for track and trace purposes.  There is no singing at 
present but we can hum the tunes behind our masks!  It is helpful if anyone wishing to attend a service can contact 
Pam (01305) 782429 as the number of places available are still very limited.  Refreshments cannot be served but 
there is a chance for socially distanced fellowship together in the car park after the service (weather permitting). 
We had hoped to restart the Craft & Chat Group in September but Government and Methodist Guidelines mean 
this is still on hold.  Members are still pursuing their crafts at home; we can catch up when we eventually meet. 
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 
*******************************************************************************************
LANEHOUSE ROCKS METHODIST CHURCH  Lynch Lane, Weymouth. 
4th October Pam Woodland                     18th October       J Amey
11th " Raven Scott                           25th         " G Owen – Holy Communion
These arrangements are at the time of publication. It will be good to be together again but we have one or two 
regrettable reminders – face coverings must be worn; we must only be in the building for three-quarters of an hour; 
no singing and no refreshments afterwards.
*******************************************************************************************
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   
******************************************************************************************

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road
******************************************************************************************

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR OCTOBER

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/yadajky7
http://www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/


Welcome to our feature asking residents about their 
dreams growing up; whether they are glad to be where 
they are now – and, of course, what Chickerell means to 
them. This month it is Brian Bean, who leads Chickerell 
Walkers Club, has helped add more colour to the Peto 
Memorial Gardens and is well known for his hard work 
over the years campaigning to reduce litter. He has also 
been a Chickerell Town Councillor.

Here I am…..
Brian Bean

I am proud to call myself a Cornish man even though I was born just 200 yards inside the border. I grew up 
in a village half a mile from the sea. My home had views across a links golf course and coastline; to the rear 
country hills. At an early age I was allowed to roam this rural area and, of course, the coves and beaches. This 
gave me a sense of freedom.
Going through the Second World War I was too young to understand what it was all about but I was aware of the 
food rationing and financial hardship effecting every family.
At home there was an atmosphere of strict discipline with a policy that boys should be seen and not heard. 
Being an only child there was no-one to talk to. Not being prepared for school I was always trying to catch up with 
the standard of other children. Poor education left me without qualifications, low esteem and with an inferior 
complex. However, my upbringing gave me self-discipline which I found a huge advantage throughout my life.
My family on both sides were cooks or gardeners. My mother convinced me that there were better prospects 
being a chef. 
At the age of 15 I went to college to learn the trade. Having helped my mother in the kitchen I was well 
equipped to flourish and I was keen to learn. Leaving with good qualifications my outlook on life took a positive 
turn. I started work in hotels but at the age of 18 it was time to do National Service.
I spent 11 months on Christmas Island in the Pacific Ocean experiencing the last H (Hydrogen)(atomic) 
bomb test.
I then started a career in hospital catering. Looking back, I now realise my upbringing had downfalls but on the 
positive side laid the foundation to help me in the work place. Deep thought, tolerance and a little wisdom opened 
up promotion prospects. My journey went from practical work to management, taking my family to places; 
Plymouth, London, Nottingham and Bristol. There I acquired the position of Group Catering Manager at United 
Bristol Hospitals (13 hospitals). In very old buildings my legacy was to develop systems to introduce a choice 
menu with individual tray service to each patient.
Looking for something different I ended up running my own business at Judge Jeffreys Restaurant in 
Dorchester. Then later I worked at Winfrith Catering Department where I was made redundant. 
Down-sizing our property was the appropriate action and we ended up in Chickerell. This gave me the opportunity 
to pursue my hobby working in people’s gardens, building up to full-time visiting clients on a regular basis.
Pam, my wife and I spent our childhood in a village. Since being married we have lived mostly on a main road. 
We considered it our home but not our community. Coming to Chickerell was like a breath of fresh air.  
We now feel this is our home and community. A village like atmosphere along with walking the Fleet and in 
the countryside gives me the sense of freedom I experienced in Cornwall. It inspired me to volunteer my 
efforts over the last 25 years to help create a good feel factor for everyone in Chickerell.
Our son and daughter settled in Weymouth so we have enjoyed being involved with our six grandchildren growing 
up, although most of the family have now moved away. Now in our 80s and reasonably fit, we are living 
retirement to the full, rich in social life and with all the other benefits, there’s no doubt being in Chickerell has 
been the happiest days of our life. Last year we celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary - 70th here we come! 
Thank you Chickerell!  
*******************************************************************************************
NATURE NOTES EXTRA:  You might have noticed individuals or small groups of dragonflies flying round the 
hedgerows on the Willowbed Hall and similar places, at head height or higher, sometimes being a little inquisitive, 
coming over to ‘check you out’, especially if you stand still. Well these are Migrant Hawkers. The name is a bit 
of a misnomer, as they do breed in southern England, but some do arrive as migrants. They breed in standing 
water, so places like the Woodland Trust’s site, just off Glennie Way, can be a good place to spot them as 
well. Like many species of dragonfly, they spend a surprising amount of time away from water, especially just 
after emerging and, while many dragonflies flight season ends around the end of September, Migrant Hawkers can 
be seen well into October and, exceptionally, even in to November. They are amazingly agile creatures and 
watching them flying and hunting can be mesmerising; they can even fly backwards, although for their prey that 
amazing ability is a little more worrying!



A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in 
Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of trading. 
Phone 01305 830310.

Gardening Notes for October– from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

Another hot dry September has extended summer and we still need to water. Lawns need mowing and 
many herbaceous plants are still showing off their blooms. This extra time allows us to do the things we 
didn't manage last month! This is planning time: Take a notebook and decide which plants to move or gaps 
to fill. What could you put there instead? Colour or height? One idea is to put canes with labels on beside 
changes, so when the foliage has died down, you can still remember the plan.

GROUND PREPARATION, BULBS & FERTILISER
Delay lifting and dividing plants until the ground is wet, to avoid damaging the roots. Cut back the tops to 
expose the soil to rain or watering, forking lightly to break the surface. Do not mulch until the ground is 
thoroughly wet. Spring bulbs should be planted now for a good display next year. Add a fertiliser such as 
blood, fish and bone or chicken manure pellets to the compost and check how deep each variety should be 
placed. Keep watered.

GARLIC, ONIONS, BEANS & PEAS 
Garlic, shallots and onion sets can be planted now to give an early crop. Broad beans ‘Aquadulce’ or ‘de 
Monica’ sown now will overwinter, as will Peas ‘Douce Provence’ or ‘Meteor’. Salad leaves grown under 
glass will produce all year round.

PRUNING
Prune shrubs and climbers, especially those likely to be affected by gales, including roses. Take hardwood 
cuttings. Check supports are secure. Start the autumn clean up, but leave habitat for wildlife. Build bonfires 
the day you light them (please check for hedgehogs).

******************************************************************************************************************



£12.00

CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722


