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EAST MEETS WEST: Photo shows the junction of East and West Street, Chickerell

See inside this month to find out what used to be on the 
site of these flats in East Street. 
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Neighbourhood 
Plan. See inside
for how you can 
add your view



HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road, Chickerell (01305) 785895.
Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: 01305 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.
Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all 
letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. If 
sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be 
regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which may 
be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.
Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 
compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.
Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 
amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 
Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 
PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 
Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.
Please seek advice from the compiler about ad setting. Simple works best and a simple electronic version works 
far better than scanned copy. 
You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 
hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &
Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you 
do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine 
including past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH
WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 
website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but locked – visits by 
appointment only after speaking to medical practitioner. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone.
When Doctors Surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 
Do not leave home if you have a high temperature or new, continuous cough. Stay at home. Seek medical 
help by phone if necessary. 

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:
Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.
Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community
Hospital. To attend both hospitals you need to book an appointment via 111 service or with your GP practice.

Congratulations to all the members of the Chickerell Allotment Association on receiving the award from the 
National Allotment Society in the Allotment Week competition. It is a great achievement for the group who have 
only been in existence for four years.
A group of residents is trying to start a WI (Women’s Institute) group in Chickerell. This sounds a good idea to 
me; if you are interested you can phone Shelley on 07962139441 or Sheila on 07809680593.
We say thank you and goodbye to our agent Mrs Fleming at Handborough Park and welcome Shirley Billington 
who has taken over her round. 
More news this month of Chickerell Post Office by a resident who lived in the house in East Street. Thank you 
Dot.
We have a copy of a lovely old picture of our current post office for next month’s issue of Contact, kindly sent in 
some time ago to us by a reader in Marshallsay Road. 
We are always looking for interesting articles of the old village to publish in Contact.

John Dean



Chickerell’s future – up until 2036
HAVE YOUR SAY ON CHICKERELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan is now available for viewing and comment. The plan sets out a range of 
planning policies and has been prepared by Chickerell Town Council. It seeks to balance protecting areas of 
landscape and wildlife interest with increasing the range of local facilities to cater for a growing and ageing 
population. Those facilities include a health centre, a second primary school, enhanced retail provision, sport and 
play facilities, and more readily accessible green spaces. The plan includes 12 policies which, when adopted, will 
have to be taken into account when deciding planning applications in the area.
The plan, supporting documents, and response form can be accessed online from: 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/chickerell-neighbourhood-plan 
Copies can also be accessed from Chickerell Community Library, East Street, Chickerell, DT3 4DT. Current 
opening hours are limited to 10am to 12pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays. All comments must be received by Friday 
16 October 2020. These comments will be sent to the appointed examiner along with the plan. Depending on the 
examiner’s report, a referendum will be held for the residents of Chickerell to decide whether the plan should be 
adopted. It should be noted that, due to Covid-19 restrictions, all referendums are currently postponed until 6 May 
2021. 
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE SURGERIES WITH CHICKERELL: The Practice 
would like to thank everyone for all of their patience and understanding during the current pandemic. We have 
received an overwhelming amount of support from local businesses and volunteers who have donated many 
different items to the surgery including face masks, scrubs, cakes etc. We would also like to say a massive thank -
you to Dr Alison Laird, Dr David Boyd and Dr Kate Grogono who have supported us during these times. We 
would like to remind patients that we are still open and have adapted our service to abide with Government 
guidelines. This means most of our consultations are being held over the phone or via video consultation. Please 
use our Econsult tab on our website for an online consultation if you have Internet access. You will receive a reply 
from one of our clinicians within two working days if you use Econsult. Please telephone in emergencies or if you 
find computer use difficult.
Helpful Contacts– Here are a few helpful contacts that may be useful to you during the current pandemic. Please 
visit our website and social media platforms for more information such as Carers Support, Smoking Cessation 
Advice and Nutrition Advice. Dorset Council Food Packages– 07980 730 029. Weymouth Food Bank– 07531 167 
465. Emergency Food Bank St Edmunds Church– 01305 778169. 24 Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline 
0808 2000 247. Health Visitors: The Health Visitors are based at Littlemoor Surgery and can be contacted on 
01305 361071. There is a free talking therapy service for people experiencing low mood & anxiety; see  
www.steps2wellbeing.co.uk Telephone 01305 367051.
Surgery Friends: This service is temporarily suspended. Our allotment project is now well under way and we have 
totally transformed the plot at the Rylands Lane allotment. You will soon be able to see pictures and more 
information on our practice website. We have had to make a start without being able to ask patients to help due to 
the current virus situation. We will be advertising and contacting patients again when it is appropriate to do so. We 
have lots of different fruit and vegetables and are looking forward to watching things progress and hopefully will 
be able to invite patients to join us to help again soon.
Patient Participation Group: If you would like to join our group and work with our GPs, the Practice Manager and 
other patients to help improve the surgeries and the services provided, please speak to our chair person, Rosemary 
Smeeton on 01305 782226. We are currently holding meetings via Zoom. Our next meeting is Tuesday 22nd

September at 4pm.
*******************************************************************************************
CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION : If you have any concerns see the national website 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus or advice on how to protect yourself on www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
General advice at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM WEYMOUTH’S REPAIR SHOP: The Repair Shop may have closed its doors for the time 
being but it is still posting on Facebook: facebook.com/RepairCafeWeymouth. There is also a note on the 
Facebook page about the repair shop linking up with other local groups to help improve chances for young people, 
grow local food and create shorter supply chains along with other initiatives. 
The repair shop also has a website: repaircafeweymouth.org  





More Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

NEWS FROM SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: To all our regular customers: We are sorry that we cannot hold any 
events currently due to Covid-19 restrictions, but rest assured we will be back with a full programme when it is 
safe to do so. In the meantime, take care and stay safe.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB Normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Marquis of 
Granby on the Chickerell Road. COFFEE MORNING CLUB. Normally Wednesdays 10am – 12noon at 
Safewise (next door to fire station in Radipole Lane). 
From Ann: I still do not know when we can meet again, but I hope it will be soon. In the meantime, take care and 
keep safe and well. For any queries please phone 783002. 
*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM ST MARY’S: Since our open-air service on 12th July, we have been having two weekly services, 
on a Sunday and a Wednesday, for around 15 people each time with social distancing and also wearing masks. 
Sadly we are still not permitted to sing, however we have hymns during the service courtesy of the choir at St 
Martin in the Fields. Each service starts at 10am and usually finishes before 11am. The church is then open until 
2pm for private prayer or just a chance to sit in our lovely old church in the quiet stillness. If you would like to 
attend church, please contact Fr. Jeremy Brading on 01305 319369 or email: jeremybrading@gmail.com.
If you have been wondering why the bells are no longer rung, they are safely installed at a Bell Foundry in 
Loughborough and now that the church roof is repaired, we shall be getting estimates for the repair of the bell 
‘tower’, before the bells can be replaced. Any contributions towards this project can be made by cheque to ‘St 
Marys Chickerell Appeal’ or by accessing the website: www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk and clicking on the donate 
button. We regret having to turn away books and items to sell, at present, but due to inclement weather for our 
Seafront Stalls last year and now the restrictions of Covid-19, our stock sheds are full. Hopefully when restrictions 
are lifted we'll be back in business! Thank you to all our usual customers and those who offer donations.

SUCCESS FOR CHICKERELL ALLOTMENTS by Sarah Pinder

Chickerell Allotment Association has been awarded joint first 
prize in the National Allotment Society’s Allotment Week 
Competition. This year the competition subject was ‘The 
history of your site and plans for the future’, and a short film 
was produced to tell the story of Chickerell Allotment Site; it 
can be viewed by visiting: https://www.nsalg.org.uk/news-
events-campaigns/national-allotments-week/ Although 
Chickerell Allotment Site (based in Lilly Lane in the Greys 
Field Development) has only been running since 2016, 
Chairman of the Association, Sarah Pinder, wanted to 
showcase how far the allotment site had come in just over 
three years. Back in 2017 (when the site was officially taken 
over by the Association) it was just a (very!) barren muddy 
field. Since then, the 50 or so plot holders have worked 
tirelessly to turn the soil into something useable enabling 
them to grow tasty homegrown fruit and vegetables along 
with areas of beautiful flowers/plants to attract the wildlife. 

The allotment site has remained open during the recent lockdown with safety guidelines in place to ensure the 
health and safety of the tenants. Being able to access this outside space over recent months have proved so 
valuable to many plot holders. Looking into the future, the association hopes to develop the area of land behind the 
car park into a community area for use by individuals/groups to improve mental or physical health.  Chickerell 
Allotment site offers a friendly open space and allows local residents to enjoy all the benefits of having a piece of 
land to grow on. Currently all plots are taken at the site and there is already a fairly long waiting list but if you 
would like to be added please email: chickerellallotmentassociation@gmail.com. 

*******************************************************************************************



KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 
burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.
Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249



CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE NEWS - from Marion: All of us at the hall hope that 
you are gradually getting back to some sort of normality.  I still don’t know what day, month etc., it is at times! 
We still have to be on our guard and take stringent measures against this awful virus; roll on getting a successful 
vaccine. We have welcomed Weymouth School of Ballet back to the hall this month under all necessary Covid-19 
risk assessments but unfortunately, we are not accepting any party bookings at the moment. We are monitoring the 
rules as they get updated. Please keep checking in on our Facebook page for updates and information. You can 
also contact Joe on 01305 789125 or me Marion on 01305 7861744 and if we can help in any way we will.
In the meantime, keep safe and well. Hope it won’t be too long before this nightmare situation is over.
*******************************************************************************************

WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Trading Post in Rylands Lane is open on Wednesday 
afternoons 2 - 4pm, with social-distancing measures in place. No toilet or café. Lengthy browsing causes delays, 
so please have an idea of what you need and bring your own bags. You can also order by email and collect on 
Saturday mornings, so long as you can pay by Bank Transfer. You have to be a Member to buy anything, but that 
only costs £5 a year. To join, email enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or pop in when we are open. Find us on Facebook for 
more news.
*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB News from Brian: Walkers on the email list have enjoyed walks for two 
months now. At present, one walk each week is being arranged with the aim of offering walkers one walk per 
month. It is going well. Very few people have been seen on the walking routes such as to Nottington and Cockles 
Lane via Littlesea. Our favourite walk is from Sutton Poyntz to Bincombe Bumps then back to the top of the hill, 
dropping down to the village. The views across to the sea with Weymouth, Portland and the cruise ships - it does 
not come any better than that. By the end of the summer I will have taken four or five groups. If you are not on the 
rota list but would like to be included please ring Brian on 01305 770678.
*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: The British Gold standard: Did you know the 
hallmarking of gold and silver dates back to 1300, when King Edward I introduced it to protect standards and to 
prevent craftsmen committing fraud when making jewellery in this country. The first stamp was a leopard’s head, 
a symbol of the monarch’s mark of authentication. The word hallmark did not come into use until craftsmen took 
their artefacts to Goldsmiths’ Hall in London to be assayed (tested to determine ingredients and quality). Today 
there are four assay offices in operation: London, Birmingham, Edinburgh and Sheffield. The techniques and 
regulations surrounding hallmarks have been fine tuned since the early days and the current legislation for British 
hallmarking has been effective since the 1973 Hallmarking Act, enforced by Trading Standards officers. Jewellers 
in this country wanting to sell gold, silver, platinum or palladium (a rare silvery white metal resembling platinum) 
items they have created have to get them assayed to guarantee quality. Once officially checked, the hallmark is 
applied so the item can legally be sold in the UK. Fake jewellery affects the reputation of legitimate businesses 
and hurts the British jewellery industry.  Anyone who believes they may have bought counterfeit jewellery should 
report it to Dorset Council Trading Standards by seeing the Citizens Advice Consumer Service at 
citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or by calling freephone 0808 223 1133. 

*******************************************************************************************
NEWS FROM DORSET RECYCLING: Love Your Clothes: Did you know that in the average UK household, 
nearly a third of clothes (worth over £1,000 per household, £30 billion in total) haven’t been worn in the last year. 
It’s estimated that the average item of clothing is worn only 10 times before it’s thrown away. What a waste!
However, there are some simple steps that you can take to limit your impact on the environment, whilst also 
looking good and saving money! Picking up pre-loved clothes can also be a fabulous way of getting a new look 
for less.
Plus: Buying smarter means buying clothes that are better made and will last longer:
Just a little know-how about care and repair can make all the difference when it comes to keeping your clothes 
looking great. Altering, accessorising and combining clothes can revamp your wardrobe, giving you a fabulous 
style that nobody else can match.
Lots of people are now also swapping their clothes online, as well as at popular clothes swap events.  For lots 
more handy tips about loving your clothes visit www.loveyourclothes.org.uk

More News plus Local Groups, Clubs and Societies





CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095
Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
NEWS: It's really nice to have the library open again even if its only for two sessions a week.
Thank you to all who have visited us since we have reopened.
We have gone to great lengths to make Chickerell Community Library Covid-19 safe and we invite our patrons 
during normal opening hours to come and see what measures we have put in place for your safety.
OPENING HOURS ARE :-
Tuesday:  10am-12noon
Saturday: 10am-12noon
Please note, the letter box will not be in use until further notice. You can use Weymouth and Dorchester libraries 
for returning books if you can’t get to us in opening times.
To all parents who are worried their children are not reading enough as they have been away from school:
Please remember the library has a large selection of books aimed at all children right from babies to 18 year olds. 
We have the ideal child’s first book to read and a selection to suit the teenage years and beyond. It’s all here at 
Chickerell Community Library.
Happy reading. Keep Safe. 
If you have any concerns or questions please ring the library coordinator on 07778961363.
*******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS
DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 
email is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: (Reduced hours may be in place due to Covid-19 restrictions)
Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.
Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Our two year old spaces are extremely limited and these are subject to availability.
INFORMATION: We are very much looking forward to our return to pre-school this month where the children 
will be able to enjoy a variety of activities and events over the coming year to support them through the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.
We would like to wish all of our children who left us in July the very best for when they start their new schools 
this month.
Photos and a short video clip of the setting can been seen on our Facebook page. 
Any families wishing to register their child with us for this coming autumn term and also the spring term, please 
call/email Michelle or Sharon and we can arrange a suitable time for you to collect an application form. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKADEES:  For any information please contact Clare Ash 01305 773103 or contact 
pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk
*******************************************************************************************
COULD YOU HELP LOCAL FAMILIES: Independent local charity Home Start West Dorset is seeking 
volunteers that could help support young families across the area. People with parenting experience and 2-3 hours 
a week available are needed to help young families struggling with parenting or having to cope with issues such as 
illness and financial problems, particularly in these current times. Volunteers will need to undergo a 26 week 
training course. Once matched with a family, volunteers continue to be fully supported by the charity. Home Start 
currently gives support online with weekly help by telephone, video calls, texts and by post. 
For more information or an application form call 01305 265072 or email office@homestartwestdorset.co.uk
*******************************************************************************************
SAFEWISE GOES VIRTUAL: This summer the Safewise Charity, which has a centre in the fire station in 
Radipole Lane to teach children about safety, has been offering families a virtual tour to explore. The tour, which 
covers essential topics around safety and skills for life, also has messages on how to stay safe during the current 
pandemic. Aimed at children between the ages of four to 10, it is designed to be explored with parents or carers. It 
is free and acts as a replacement to the real tour of the centre in Radipole Lane. After completing the tour children 
can download a certificate and find more bonus material, including more activities and things to do based on what 
they have learned. 
It can be found at www.safewise.org/family-tour

More news plus playgroups & family help





CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 
access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.
or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk
Public meetings are not taking place at present.
We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 
steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.

CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 
their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.
Council meetings in the office still suspended at time of going to press.
WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 
gates and in the town council office window.

CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 
DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 
FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.
The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 
South Walks) is 251010. 
HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 
and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 
STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 
FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 
sandbags can be purchased. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 
non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 
in danger call 999.
Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 
emergency help and advice.

CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk
News from the website: Works to update the play area (Willowbed field) were planned for April but due to the 
lockdown, the contractors were unable to carry these out and were unable to work for some time. They have been 
busy catching up and the works to the play area were due to start at the end of August. The two vandalised swings 
have been included in these works.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (since last issue of Contact): 
WD/D/20/001480: 28 Marshallsay Road: Erection of 1 No. 3 bed house, Demolition of existing utility.
WD/D/20/001621: 531 Chickerell Road: Approval of reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, 
layout and scale in relation to outline approval WD/D/19/000964.
WD/D/20/001703: Land adj to Buckland House, Buckland Ripers: Use of land to site toilet/shower block and 
erection of decking and steps (retrospective)

*******************************************************************************************

FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the 
time being. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:
Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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*******************************************************************************************
NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell:  As the warm weather continued the butterflies remained 
in abundance with some lovely sightings of Red Admirals, Peacocks and Comma butterflies plus plenty of Large 
Whites (known as Cabbage Whites). At one point there were four Large Whites in my garden on a sunny day. The 
hot, humid weather also caused another hatch of flying ants to come up out of cracks in the soil but it was not 
nearly so many as in July, when clouds of the creatures were flying up into the sky.
There have been impressive flocks of sparrows and starlings. It seems the flock of starlings like to line up in a long 
row along the tops of the houses in the new Greys Field development off Putton Lane. Green Woodpeckers and a 
Bullfinch have been heard in and around the village and Chickerell Downs. 
You can still see the flock of Goldfinches in and around the Willowbed field, merrily hopping between the 
treetops to feed. The Canada Geese have returned to flying in formation over the village as they travel between 
Lodmoor and the Fleet for breakfast and supper.
It was in the new Grey’s field development, by the little stream that runs through the lower section of the estate 
near Podington Meadows, that we found the body of a little Water Shrew. These little, mostly nocturnal, animals 
are notable because they have black fur with a white underside. They live close to steams and ditches. Their nest is 
a ball of vegetation with an extensive burrow system that the little mammals excavate themselves using their front 
feet and nose. Their prey includes snails and the larvae of the caddis fly. In fact, one of the signs of a Water Shrew 
is snail shells and larvae cases by the side of a stream. Their numbers peak in the summer. 

The story of Chickerell’s Post Office continues…

Very many thanks to Dot who sent 
us in this piece and photo as a 
follow on from last month’s article:

The history of Chickerell Post 
Office by Charlie Oldridge in 
August Contact was interesting. 
The postscript added by the 
compiler referred to the cottage 
where I grew up, 1947-1966, which 
was the Post Office in East Street 
from 1917-1920 (before it moved to 
its current East Street site)
The photo (left) clearly shows the 
brick extension to 1 Primrose 
Cottages. 

In the room inside the extension there was a brick pillar and wooden struts, which once supported a counter. The 
door opening directly onto East Street was never used but was probably the main entrance to the Post Office. 
There were five cottages in a row and a narrow path between them and the boundary wall of ‘The Laurels’, 19 & 
21 East Street, led to Jesty Hall. The gap in the wall by the road sign (black and white pole) in the photo led to 
‘Draw In’, a name given to a short cut behind Primrose Cottages, through the gardens of numbers 1 & 2 White 
Rose Cottages, to North Square. It was frequently used by villagers, much to the annoyance of Mrs Telford, of No 
2 White Rose Cottages who said it was not a public right of way. I have written ‘Draw In’ as it sounded but could 
be wrong; for years I thought Garston Hill was Gasson Hill, because of the local dialect. We lived in close 
proximity to our neighbours then, in the centre of the village. They were happy days. I still have my mum’s rent 
book; the last entry was 7th September 1966, after which the cottages were demolished. I was often sent up Cow 
Lane (West Street) to ‘Mount Pleasant’, a red brick house near the Lugger, with the rent of 7/6 a week for Mrs J 
Rashley, the owner of the cottage. White Rose Flats (on the front of Contact this month) now stand on the site. 
In the photo above – older villagers may recognise the young girl in the picture – you will see the cottages on the 
right, beyond the traffic sign, still standing today, although the ones furthest away, by the library, are no longer 
thatched. Incidentally, the 7/6 per week rent equals less than 50p in today’s money.
From the Editor: When I was young I remember the short cut referred to being called Draw In Way. Jesty’s Hall 
was demolished at the same time as the cottages. Does anyone else remember the hall?



A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE –SEPTEMBER 1988
• Chickerell Carnival 1988 was declared a success, despite the weather. Contact staff ran the bowling alley to 

boost funds for the magazine.  
• Vandals attacked the village’s parish church and as a result, the church had to be locked. The Rector and 

churchwardens said: ‘St Mary’s is over 800 years old and part of Chickerell’s heritage. It is the duty of 
everyone to share in its preservation’.

• Senior Youth Club members were on board a very successful Carnival Float called ‘Vandalbusters’. Youth 
leaders hoped it would help the village return to a vandal free zone once more.

• Youth Club members also completed a 50 mile cycle ride to raise funds for Chickerell Youth Club. The ride 
was completed in three hours 20 minutes and raised more than £100. 

• Volunteer drivers were being sought for a new Saturday Club aimed at housebound elderly and disabled 
people which was due to open at Weymouth Day Centre, Southill, in September 1988. 

• The Parish Council wrote to the Diocese of Salisbury (owners of the football field) ‘to ask their views on the 
removal of the hedge around the play area’ (which was then at the top of the football field) to deter vandals.

• The roads on the new Maunders Homes estate were named. The houses facing the football field were to be 
numbered in Putton Lane and Putton Lane would now extend up to the East Street junction. The three estate 
roads were to be called Mariners Way, Fisherman’s Close and Lerrett Close. 

• Concerns were expressed over how the housing development was affecting Chickerell with ‘various sets of 
temporary traffic lights’ and ‘holes in the road’ on Putton Lane. There was also some concern that the green 
area outside the football field had been ‘taken over’ by ‘the various people working on the new developments 
in Chickerell’.

• The Parish council reported: ‘During the summer of 1987, many people complained that the shuttle bus 
service was inadequate for the number of people trying to use it. This summer Southern National has run 
several green buses to cope with the extra summer people. This has also brought complaints because the 
green buses use the shuttle routes and some of the shuttle routes are unsuitable for green buses. On the other 
hand, if the green buses did not use the shuttle routes, passengers would be waiting on the shuttle routes for 
buses which would not arrive.’

• The Chickerell Carnival report stated that events had started at 11am with the Pet Show. Anastasia the snail 
was voted ‘Best in Show’. Two men then set off for a 60 second grocery grab bonanza at the Mace (a 
grocery store; now Chickerell Pharmacy) and the carnival was officially opened ‘by the demon Green Goblin 
transported by cheeky Thomas the Tank Engine’. Attractions on the field included the Amberlight 
Majorettes, Morris Dancers, the West Dorset Accordian Group and a display by the Boscawen Sea Cadets. 
There was a  tug o’ war, disco dance display, a fancy dress competition and a fun fair. The 27 entries in the 
carnival float competition were judged by Weymouth’s famous town crier, Doris Eastwood, at Marshallsay 
Court before they set off in procession round the village with the Spidermen Band leading. 

• A reader asked if there was anyone who had a child’s jumper pattern with Thomas the Tank Engine motif on 
it that they could lend her. 

• A Talent Centre, based in Nottington, was offering a choice of courses for adults and children including 
Public Speaking, Painting & Drawing and Spanish. 

• Keay Stores on Chickerell Road, Charlestown, was offering Ladies and Gents Hairdressing, Paints and 
Wallpaper by order from catalogue and Garden and DIY goods; ‘If we haven’t got it, we’ll get it and deliver 
it’.

*******************************************************************************************
DID YOU KNOW THAT: 
• The Marquis of Granby pub on Chickerell Road was originally a red brick building right alongside the road. It 

was demolished in 1978 and the new pub, set further back from the road, was renamed The Swiss Cottage –
although most people still continued to call it the Marquis so it reverted back to this name after some years. The 
Marquis of Granby is a popular name for a pub in Britain because the Marquis used to give bonuses to veterans 
invalided out of the army service. Many veterans bought pubs with their money and named them after the man 
who had helped them. The Marquis of Granby was commander in chief of the British army in the late 1760s.

• Most people know that many of the roads in Chickerell Downs are named after characters or places in the novel 
Moonfleet, by J Meade Falkner, which was set in the village of Fleet and its surrounds. In the book the 
Reverend Mr Glennie taught the village children and inspired the hero and narrator of the book, John 
Trenchard. In the first page of the novel, first published in 1898, John describes the Fleet lagoon: ‘The lake is 
good for nothing except sea-fowl, herons and oysters, and forms such a place as they call in the Indies a lagoon; 
being shut off from the open Channel by a monstrous great beach or dike of pebbles..’



The answers to last month’s cover picture puzzle…

MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE PICTURES (see map 
also): Fleet’s old church: You will find this at the end of 
Butter Street, which is off Fleet Lane. The chancel of the 
church is all that remains; the rest was washed away in 
the big storm of 1824, when the sea swept over Chesil 
Beach and washed the village of Fleet away except for six 
cottages. Five of the six cottages were then destroyed by 
fire in 1938.  Fleet’s Holy Trinity Church was built in 
Fleet Lane & dedicated in 1829.
St.Mary’s Chickerell: The parish church, off North 
Square, dates back to the 13th century and is a listed 
building. The MUGA: Stands for Multi-Use Games Area, 
and it sits on Willowbed field, off Putton Lane, where the 
Willowbed Hall is situated. Monet Bridge: Commissioned 
in 1999 at the Water Gardens on Putton Lane to mark the 
100th anniversary of Claude Monet’s Water Lily Pond 
painting. The Butts at Chickerell Camp – Live firing takes 
place here – watch out for coast path diversion (Tidmoor) 
and red flags. The church at Buckland Ripers: Right up 
near the northern boundary of Chickerell is the church of 
St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers. It is a listed building.

Above pictures (left to right): Fleet’s old church; St Mary’s, Chickerell and a view of Chickerell’s MUGA 

Above pictures from left to right: The Monet Bridge at Bennetts Water Gardens; sunset on The Fleet and a 
view across to the butts at the army ranges at Chickerell, with part of the Fleet in the foreground.

Above pictures from left to right: the footpath leading west out of St Mary’s churchyard; the Willowbed 
Hall; a signpost on the path down to Tidmoor Cove from Charlestown and the church at Buckland Ripers 



TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified

Opening times: 
Monday to Saturday 11.30am – 9pm

Sunday 4pm-8pm
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET
www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, T: 01305 319 369  E. jeremybrading@gmail.com.   Follow us on Facebook
Worship under COVID-19 Restrictions
• We are operating a limited timetable of services at the moment, due to COVID-19
• In order to maintain social distancing, we are also only able to admit 15 people into church for any one 

service.   
• If you wish to attend a church service, please pre-arrange your visit with the Rector.
• Please adhere to the Government’s directives relating to the COVID-19 outbreak.    
• Wear a face mask at all times in church, and observe the social distancing protocols
• If you are suffering from any of the possible COVID-19 symptoms, please self isolate at home.
Service Times Church opening Times 
Sundays 10am 11am - 2pm
Wednesdays 10am 11am - 2pm
Services available to view at: https://tinyurl.com/yadajky7
For more information, see church noticeboards, posters throughout Chickerell and on St Mary Chickerell 
Facebook.Visit stmaryschickerell.co.uk for more details. 

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX

Services at 10.30am every Sunday
The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 

Ducklings Pre-School.
6th September Rev Gwyneth Owen (Holy Communion)
13th September Anthony Boyden
20th September Janet Amey
27th September Ray Dean

Deep cleaning and safety assessments have been carried out following Government and Methodist Guidelines.  
Please note face masks/coverings must be worn inside the church. Services will be shorter than previously; there 
will be no singing, seating will be socially distanced and we will not be serving refreshments.  The Zoom service 
will be at 5pm on Sundays and the written service will be available to those who still wish to receive it.
If you would like to come and see for yourself the safety measures we have in place, the Church will be open on 
Tuesday 1st September 3 – 4pm and Thursday 3rd September 10 – 11am for short visits.  You will be required to 
leave your name and contact details at each visit.  We hope to open our groups during September in the Church.
Pam Woodland (01305 782429).

*******************************************************************************************
CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk

*******************************************************************************************
PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 
chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 
ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

******************************************************************************************
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road
******************************************************************************************

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 
*******************************************************************************************
QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR SEPTEMBER



CC Plumbing and Property 
Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter
All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 
maintenance
No job too small                             Fully Insured 
For a free estimate Call Chris  
01305 871868 or 07748655722

A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 
(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:
£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues
£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance
Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication
Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in 
Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of trading. 
Phone 01305 830310.
*********************************************************************************************************************************
GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! Affordable one-to-
one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro musician and school teacher. 
Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk

Gardening Notes for September – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Despite recent rain, the soil is not damp far down, particularly in containers, so keep watering. Slowly 
reduce watering houseplants. Clumps of herbaceous perennials can be divided and replanted elsewhere. 
Plant spring flowering bulbs now. Import new plants to get established while the soil is warm. Once 
planting and sowing is complete, water well and cover the soil with a good thick mulch of compost to retain 
moisture and give insulation in winter. Harvest seeds before they self sow. Sweet peas sown now will give 
earlier blooms in spring.
Have you tried making your own paper tube pots? Wrap newspaper round a broom handle to toilet roll size 
and fill with compost. Pack them in a tray, sow one seed in each and keep moist and frost-free in a 
greenhouse or cold frame. Next year, plant out the whole tube. 
Look out for other seeds to grow now, especially vegetables and hardy annuals. Sow under glass until 
sturdy, before planting out.
Slugs and snails are out again. Preferably pick them off at night, rather than using slug pellets, to protect 
hedgehogs and amphibians. If you must use pellets, choose the ferrous phosphate in traps and make sure 
they are not accessible by anything else. Keep dead-heading flowers, unless the seed heads are wanted. 
Remember hanging baskets can be kept going, too.
Raise the blades on the lawnmower and add an autumn lawn feed with reduced Nitrogen, to promote root 
growth. New lawns can be laid now: seeded or turfed.

******************************************************************************************************************



We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday


