
Welcome back to 
Our first issue since April!

INSIDE – A history of Chickerell’s Post Office
A Walk with Stan Groves 

A big thank you to
Our advertisers for staying with us

To everyone at Chickerell Pharmacy and all our local shops including our Post Offices 
that Stayed open to support our community

And all those friends and neighbours who helped out
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HOW TO CONTACT: Editor: John Dean, 4 Rashley Road, Chickerell (01305) 785895.

Treasurer/Advertising Manager: David Tattersall: 01305 761643. email: davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk

Please contact David if you wish to place an advert or renew an advert.

Compiler: Caroline Tomlinson, 29 Fairfield (01305) 773502. caroline@elephantsears.org - please send all 

letters to the editor, articles and editorial to the compiler. No personal callers without prior arrangement please. If 

sending an email, you need to put ‘Contact Magazine’ & the appropriate month in the subject heading or it will be 

regarded as ‘spam’. You need to add a phone number for queries. Letters and editorial contributions, which may 

be edited, are welcome but anonymous letters will not be published.

Note: the views and opinions expressed by the contributors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, 

compiler or publisher. Every effort is made to ensure all information provided is correct at time of going to press.

Closing date for articles: 5pm on the 19th of the preceding month. Closing date for adverts: (including 

amendments to current adverts) 5pm on the 15th of the preceding month. Note: Deadlines have to be strict to get 

Contact completed and to the printers on time. 

Advertisers note: A contact phone number must be included if sending via email. 

PLEASE SEND ADVERTS AS EITHER A JPEG OR BITMAP, AND SIZED ACCORDINGLY. Thank you.

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for its use in this publication. 

Adverts are accepted in good faith in the strict understanding that goods and services described are both fair & 

accurate. Note: Adverts will not be placed in Contact without prior payment.

Please seek advice from the compiler about ad setting. Simple works best and a simple electronic version works 

far better than scanned copy. 

You can pick up printed copies of Contact at: Chickerell Post Office; Chickerell Library; Chickerell Pharmacy and 

hairdresser next door; Charlestown Post Office; Wessex Pharmacy; Fire station Radipole Lane; Alf’s Fish &

Chips. You can also view us online in colour at the Chickerell Website every month (details below) – if you 

do not get your copy delivered at any time.

CHICKERELL WEBSITE – By James Bennett: Find us at www.chickerell.com and view Contact Magazine 

including past issues, in case you missed a month!

USEFUL INFORMATION - HEALTH

WYKE REGIS AND LANEHOUSE MEDICAL PRACTICE: (with Chickerell Surgery) Tel: 01305 782226 

website: www.wykeregisandlanehousemedicalpractice.co.uk Surgeries are open but locked – visits by 

appointment only after speaking to medical practitioner. Initial advice given via ‘e consult’ or by telephone.

When Doctors Surgery is closed and you need medical advice, dial 111. 

Do not leave home if you have a high temperature or new, continuous cough. Stay at home. Seek medical 

help by phone if necessary. 

Emergency Care Service: Dial 111.               If critically ill call 999.

DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL AND WEYMOUTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL:

Accident and Emergency Department at Dorset County Hospital,  Dorchester: For all serious injuries.

Injuries less serious: WEYMOUTH URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE (UTC), next to Weymouth Community

Hospital. Hospital treatments have to be booked via 111 or GP practices.

thanks to John Worth for transporting the boxes to our volunteers. Thanks also to our advertisers for having faith 

in us for three months. Well done to other people who volunteered during lockdown.

Despite the lockdown, most of us managed to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day in May. In our road we, 

like many others, had a ‘street party’. It was a good time to get to know your neighbours.

In our looking back feature this month 32 years ago we were reporting on vandalism in the village; now in August 

2020 we are still getting mindless vandalism in our town, damaging the Play Park and Sports Pavilion. Do these 

vandals realise it is their parents money, because it is Chickerell Town Council that has to pay out for repairs.

Thanks to our contributors for their support this month, including Charlie Oldridge, Stan Groves and Marje, for 

her moving poem.

Quite a few people have died in the last three months; to all the families who have lost their loved ones we send 

our sincere condolences.

Finally a warm and grateful welcome  to David Tattersall, our new treasurer, taking over from Ian Gardner

who is retiring due to ill health. I would like to thank Ian for his good work for CONTACT.               John Dean

Welcome back to CONTACT. The whole world has changed since our 

last issue in April; thanks to the brave agents who delivered; a special

mailto:davidtattersall2003@yahoo.co.uk
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http://www.chickerell.com/
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BACK IN BUSINESS: Rosie, Yvonne and Jess the dog would like to say to all the friends and residents of 

Chickerell and Charlestown that they will be collecting your items for Margaret Green Animal Rescue again. The 

Weymouth shop was open again from July 17th and donations of clothes, bric a brac and linens will be welcome; 

the charity will be so glad of them: “We hope you all stay safe and well.” 

(Note: Not able to take electrical items or duvets). Rosie and Yvonne can be contacted on 01305 781059. 

Note from the compiler: Not all of the area’s charity shops have re-opened; it is best to check first and what 

donations they can take and when; some are also limiting the amount that can be handed in such as the number of 

bags that can be donated at any one time. 

*******************************************************************************************

QUIZ FOR ST MARY’S: From Sue Adams, Grebe Close: “The winner of the ‘Dorset Places’ quiz was Wendy 

Groves of Lower Way. A quiz just for fun entitled ‘Birds’ was circulated during the lockdown. Out of those 

entries received back by the end of June, two people shared the lead in having the most correct answers. Dave 

Roberts of Farwell Crescent, Chickerell and Ian McNeil of Pinner. Thank you to those people who forwarded the 

quiz via email attachments - we reached Leeds, Berkshire and Pinner among other places.  If anyone would like 

the answers to the ‘Birds’ quiz please contact me. A new quiz is in circulation due back at the end of August, 

please pass it on to friends and family, or contact me for further copies. Thank you to everyone who has taken 

part.”

*******************************************************************************************

NURSING HOME HISTORY: From Chris Miller (who was a pupil at Chickerell County Primary School from 

1953-59): “I am currently writing a history of Montevideo House before it became part of Queen Charlotte’s Care 

Home. If anyone has any photographs, letter or family memories relating to this Grade II listed building, please get 

in touch with me at miller545@btinternet.com

*******************************************************************************************

WEYMOUTH PAVILION AND LOCAL CINEMAS: Weymouth Pavilion postponed or cancelled its shows 

up until the end of July, and asks people to keep a check on the website - weymouthpavilion.com for all 

information. It is advertising Pirates of the Pavilion, its summer pantomime, live at the Nothe Fort from August 

17-23rd (at time of going to press). Dorchester Plaza re-opened in July; for film information there is a 24 hour 

phone line: 01305 262488. Tickets have to be booked in blocks, depending on how many people in each group 

want to go (eg., two or four) Dorchester Odeon remains closed (at time of going to press).

Weymouth Cineworld is advertising on its website some dates for August and a live cinematic screening of the 

RSC Shakespearian play Pericles, a tale of loss and reconciliation, on September 23rd.

*******************************************************************************************

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION : If you have any concerns see the national website 

www.gov.uk/coronavirus or advice on how to protect yourself on www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

General advice at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************

HELP FOR OLDER DRIVERS: Did you know about Dorset Older Drivers Forum? The forum, operated by 

Dorset Police and Dorset Road Safe, normally offers roadshows around the county for older drivers and their 

relatives offering information on how to stay safe on the roads with top tips and information about eye tests and 

health checks but is currently offering help and assistance online. Website: olderdriversforum Dorset 

******************************************************************************************

HELP FOR VOLUNTARY GROUPS & SOCIETIES: Dorset Community Action (DCA) says it is available 

for local charity and community groups that need help in current times: “We have set up a dedicated helpline to 

answer questions you may have regarding Coronavirus and your organisation – open between 11am & 4pm on 

01202 847609.” 

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM WEYMOUTH’S REPAIR SHOP: The Repair Shop may have closed its doors for the time 

being but it is still posting on Facebook: facebook.com/RepairCafeWeymouth  and has a website: 

repaircafeweymouth.org  
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CC Plumbing and Property 

Maintenance
Chickerell based Qualified Plumber/Carpenter

All aspects of plumbing, carpentry and property 

maintenance

No job too small                             Fully Insured 

For a free estimate Call Chris  

01305 871868 or 07748655722

A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 

(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:

£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues

£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance

Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication

Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



More news, events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies

SPIRIT OF CHICKERELL: In view of the virus situation, the Village Café in March was cancelled, and the 

monthly cafés due to take place after that were also cancelled, along with the annual Village Show and Picnic in 

the Park which was to be on 25th July. 

There are no planned Spirit Of Chickerell events for the foreseeable future. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL LUNCHEON CLUB Normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Marquis of 

Granby on the Chickerell Road. 

COFFEE MORNING CLUB. Normally Wednesdays 10am – 12noon at Safewise (next door to fire station in 

Radipole Lane). 

From Ann: “We have no specific date as yet as to when our clubs can re-start, but watch this space; as soon as we 

can start up again I will let you know. It will be good to get back to ‘normal’ and have a good natter.

These four and a half months I have been on lockdown have seemed an eternity, although I have managed to do 

lots of jobs that I had been putting off; even my desk is tidy so that is positive.

For any queries please phone 783002. You will be very welcome to join us again. Take care and stay safe. Hope to 

see you all soon.”

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM ST MARY’S: As you can imagine, there is not much to report since the March 

lockdown. However, the church has been operating successfully online and we had our first socially distancing 

open air service, blessed with lovely fine weather on July 12th. For the time being we shall be returning to church 

on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am, but numbers will have to be restricted, so please bear with us until there is 

further relaxation of the rules.

Naturally we have been unable to hold our usual fundraising events to help with the upkeep of our church, but 

thank you to Simon Humm for letting us use his garden for two small plant sales. If the weather and the 

Government regulations allow, we hope to hold our Bank Holiday Book Sale, with plants and bric-a-brac on 

Monday 31st August at 11 Randall Close, outdoors from 10am – 2pm. Please look out for posters round the 

village or ring 772817 to check whether we are opening.

*******************************************************************************************

NEWS FROM DORSET TRADING STANDARDS: Dorset’s Trading Standards and Environmental Health 

officers have been busy right from the start of lockdown, advising those businesses able to open, via email and 

telephone, on measures needed for social distancing and helping advise on how to diversify or trade in different 

ways legally and safely. Businesses across Dorset can speak with a Dorset Council Trading business advisor on 

01305 224702 or find information by visiting dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Trading Standards officers in Dorset have also been warning people about scams during the pandemic. They found 

fraudsters were targeting people and businesses with emails, texts and phone calls offering ‘advice’ and 

‘treatment’ for coronavirus as well as setting up fake websites selling products and ‘cures’. The advice from 

trading standards is to be sceptical about any messages regarding coronavirus, and never click on any attachments 

or links. Remember fraudsters are also after your personal details to don’t give any or allow yourself to be 

pressured into donating money, gift cards or cash transfers. Anyone who thinks they have been scammed should 

report it to their bank immediately and report any fraud to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. 

Finally, has anyone been wondering about the county’s sheep?  Dorset’s Trading Standards officers have; Covid-

19 has resulted in a lack of migrant workers coming into the UK and when it comes to sheep shearers, this has had 

quite an impact on farmers: “Shearers normally arrive in the UK from Australia and New Zealand from spring 

onwards but have been unable to get here this spring. UK based shearers are working hard to get around to all the 

sheep as soon as possible, which has been especially important with the hot weather we have had, as shearing 

sheep helps prevents welfare issues from developing.”

“Trading Standards in Dorset continue to work with a wide range of businesses to help keep our local economy ‘a 

cut above the rest’.” 

To contact Trading Standards, see citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or call the freephone number 0808 223 1133.
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CHARLESTOWN VICTORY HALL, PUTTON LANE

NEWS from Marion: Where does one begin after four months of the strangest period a lot of people have had to 

live through. Here at the hall we hope you have all managed to come through lock-down fairly unscathed. We 

know this is not the case for everyone and we extend all our sympathy and condolences to those effected. The hall 

has lost two of its regular Whist players (not to the virus but could have contributed) - Betty from Portesham and 

Terry from Wool. They will both be greatly missed when we eventually are able to start gathering again.

We have been contacted by some of the regular hirers who will be starting classes shortly as the restrictions are 

lifted for them, they have been given strict government guidelines to follow and will be running reduced classes. 

To this end - some information for those of you who may not have seen our Facebook page.

We have been unable to hold our AGM because of the current restrictions but all of our accounts have been 

finalised and will be passed to the Charity Commission shortly. If you have any queries, please feel free to contact 

Joe or Robbie.

We are receiving lots of information from our insurance provider on restrictions being lifted and what precautions 

we need to put in place. We are keeping the hall closed at the moment for committee run events and private 

booking as things are changing constantly, but our first priority is keeping the community safe.

We are still working hard behind the scenes. Some of you in the area may have noticed that the hall has been 

painted recently. We are now looking at improving the fencing around the grounds and hopefully, this work will 

start in the next few weeks.

Those of you online will be able to keep up-to-date on the excellent Facebook page that Joe our Chairman runs 

and now that the stalwart compilers of Contact have got the presses going again, through Contact Magazine. You 

can contact Joe on 01305 789125 or me Marion Hardcastle on 01305 761744. I’m sure that you will all have your 

stories to tell about lock-down experiences. I think the time has gone quite quickly. I have never done so many 

family quizzes on Zoom and Messenger! It’s kept us sane when we haven’t been able to mix in person.

Please keep looking for any info on our Facebook page and we do hope that it is not too long before we can safely 

open the doors of the old place again.

All the Committee wish you the best of health and keep safe - we still have a battle on our hands.

*******************************************************************************************

WYKE REGIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Trading Post is OPEN on Wednesday afternoons from  2 - 4pm! Social distancing is in place - card payment 

only, no cash. No toilets, no café and no parking in the yard (help with shopping to your car available). During 

Lockdown, Rachel and Michael Waldock have run a ‘Click & Collect’ service to help our members keep 

gardening and we thank them for their hard work. We will be continuing this, with collections on Saturday 

mornings. Email orders to enquiries@wrhs.org.uk Invoices will be sent for payment in advance by Bank transfer. 

Membership can be renewed this way, too. Membership is £5 a year. This strange year has given us more time for 

gardening and we would like to see what you have grown. Instead of the Annual Show, we will have a mini-

Show on Wednesday 26th August during opening hours. There will be one class for a vase of flowers and one 

class for a display of vegetables - containers your choice. Please bring your exhibits between 12.30 - 1.30pm. 

Members only.

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL WALKERS CLUB

News from Brian: The easing of lock down does not seem to have interfered with the progress of controlling the 

Coronavirus. Outside activity with social distancing is deemed to be safer now. It seems fitting, therefore, for the 

club to continue the walks. To start, it is suggested a restriction of four walkers per walk will make it easier to 

manage safe distancing, particularly when faced with people approaching on the same path. At each walk the 

hazard areas in the walk will be pointed out along with the best way to keep safe.

A list is required of walkers who are comfortable with these arrangements will be necessary in order to operate a 

fair rotating system for all. Please state if you only want to do short walks.  I will contact the four appropriate 

walkers with details of the walk.    

To add your name on the list please email me, brianbean6@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01305 770678. Thank you. 

Events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies (continued)
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The Lugger Inn
FREE HOUSE

Tel: (01305) 766611
You will find us on West Street

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

TREE SURGEON, NPTC Qualified

Interim opening times: 
Monday 4-9pm; Tues & Weds 4-9pm

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 11.30am – 9pm
CHECK WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIME UPDATES

Alfsfishandchips.com    



CHICKERELL LIBRARY, 51 East Street, Chickerell, Weymouth DT3 4DT. Tel: 760095

Email - chickerellcommunitylibrary@gmail.com

NEWS: Good News: The library was due to reopen on July 28th for limited hours at the present: 

Tuesdays    10am - 12 noon                                                       Saturdays   10am - 12 noon

We will be following Covid secure guidelines. There will be a one way system; follow the signs. Up the front 

steps, entry will be via the back door (queueing outside as necessary) and exit though the front door and down the 

ramp; there will be a volunteer in the back room to help you and another at the desk in the front room. Visitors will 

need to sanitise their hands, on entry. Only people with mobility issues will be able to use the ramp for entry via 

the front door; they will be guided by a library volunteer when to enter the library. If you have any concerns or 

questions please ring the library coordinator on 07778961363.

Lego Club: Don’t forget to send your Lego photos of what you have built during lockdown, to the above number. 

Looking forward to seeing them! Happy Reading. Keep safe.

*******************************************************************************************

PLAYGROUPS

DUCKLINGS PRE-SCHOOL: Methodist Church Hall, North Square, Chickerell, DT3 4DX. Tel: 766920. Our 

email is ducklings.pre@btinternet.com or visit our Facebook page.
SESSIONS: (Reduced hours may be in place due to Covid-19 restrictions)
Full days available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 2.45pm.

Mornings available from Monday to Friday 8.45am until 11.45am or 12.45pm.
Our two year old spaces are extremely limited and these are subject to availability.

INFORMATION:

We were lucky enough to welcome back some of our children here at Ducklings. For the remainder of the summer 

term they settled back into pre-school beautifully and adapted to our new ‘normal’. The children were busy 

exploring the playground; we have some new ‘bug homes’, a garden for herbs and a small pond, where the 

children have been looking at the fish. Morrisons supermarket kindly donated washing up bowls for us to use, so 

the children were able to enjoy water play using their own individual bowl. We would like to wish all our leavers 

the very best of luck with their new ventures in September. 

During ‘lockdown’ we have improved the look of our setting, trying to create a more natural  environment for the 

children to explore and play. Ducklings will be closed during the summer holidays. If you would like to contact us, 

however, then please send an email as these will be monitored weekly.  Photos and a short video clip of the setting 

can be seen on our Facebook page.  Any families wishing to register their child with us in the autumn term please 

call/email Michelle or Sharon and we can arrange a suitable time for you to collect an application form. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKADEES

For any information please contact Clare Ash 01305 773103 or contact pre-school@chickerell.dorset.sch.uk
*******************************************************************************************

A poem from lockdown – by Marje of Chickerell. 

Another war is at our door, when once we thought of war no more,

But here it is, only this time it is not the same.

No bombs, no guns, no aeroplanes, but still a killer just the same.

They tell us all to stay indoors, from all the ones we most adore

Old, alone and so afraid, oh when will this killer go away. 

We so much thank the girls and boys in blue

Doctors nurses and ambulance crew

Let’s not forget they have loved ones too.

Just like us.

Yet on they fight without a fuss, some losing the battle the save us.

And when this war is over, let’s not look for blame

But all work together to be happy again.

When the fear from our faces has passed, we will be together at last

To walk in the sunshine, to walk in the park, to skip in the rain, then all pray together this never happens again.

Events, Local Groups, Clubs and Societies (continued)
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We cater for all ages, Women, Men and Children

Call us on 01305 784313

Open Tuesday to Saturday

NATIONAL HELPLINE TO HELP OLDER PEOPLE: Did you know there is a national helpline that can 

help older people that is available 24 hours a day? It is called the Silver Line and is available on 0800 4 70 80 90.

The charity aims to be there for all older people who feel isolated and alone, especially in these difficult times. 

******************************************************************************************

DID YOU KNOW THAT: Since lockdown there have been many cruise ships at anchor in Weymouth bay. You 

can see them from any high point in Chickerell. P&O’s flagship and most of the P&O fleet has been at anchor 

along with a Carnival ship and a Tui ship. The Queen Mary 2 (red and black funnel, huge dark grey hull) known 

as the QM2, has been there more or less continuously. The QM2 is not a cruise ship but a superliner, designed by 

Stephen Payne, who wrote to Blue Peter when he was a child in the 1970s to complain when the programme said 

no more superliners would be built. He said they would and he would design and build one; hoping to get a 

coveted gold Blue Peter badge. They wrote back telling him not to be disappointed if he didn’t achieve his dream 

and no gold badge was included. No-one else thought liners would be built again; by the 1990s the only one in 

service, the QE2, was getting older and not going to be going across to America for much longer. Then James 

Cameron filmed Titanic. It was a massive hit at the box office and suddenly everyone wanted to go on a liner. 

Bookings to go across the Atlantic on the QE2 soared. A new liner had to be built and the man to build it was 

Stephen. The QM2 launched in 2004. Blue Peter finally gave him his gold badge too. 

******************************************************************************************

Information extra



CHICKERELL TOWN COUNCIL
PUBLIC NOTICE: In response to COVID-19, Chickerell Town Council office is currently closed for public 

access. Staff are available to speak to on the telephone on  01305 767458.

or by email townclerk@chickerell-tc.gov.uk

We want to reassure you that all agencies in Dorset and nationally are working together to take all the necessary 

steps to contain and delay the virus and to ensure we are well prepared for any potential spread.

CITIZENS ADVICE is open and available to speak to by telephone and email only. Full details can be found on 

their website www.westdorsetca.org.uk

WILLOWBED HALL AND THE SPORTS PAVILION: Closed for public use until further notice.

Council meetings still suspended at time of going to press.

WILLOWBED FIELD ENCLOSED PLAY AREA: Please follow the strict guidelines on use posted on the 

gates and in the town council office window.

CCTV: Around the Willowbed Hall and field are constantly monitored. 

DOG FOULING: Report to the dog warden on 01305 252244.

IMPORTANT AND USEFUL COUNCIL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

REFUSE/RECYCLING, RUBBISH BIN PROBLEMS: Call Dorset Waste Partnership on 01305 221040. 

FLY TIPPING can be reported at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping or call 01305 221040.

The main number for Dorset Council is 221000. The main number for Dorset Council West Dorset Services (at 

South Walks) is 251010. 

HIGHWAY ISSUES: Roads, verges and hedges, public footpaths, streetlights, road signage, winter maintenance 

and bus timetables – if you have any queries regarding any of these phone Dorset Council. 

STREETLIGHTS: If there is a streetlight out, please phone 0800 0684145. 

FLOODING: For sandbags please call 01305 251010 and ask for emergency planning who will advise where 

sandbags can be purchased. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT: Dorset Council on 01305 251010 or see website

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Anti-social behaviour: Please report all incidents no matter how small immediately to the police on 101. This is the 

non-emergency number available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Remember, if a crime is in progress or life is 

in danger call 999.

Water problems: Report to Wessex Water – 0845 600 4 600. Electric Emergencies: 105. Call this number for 

emergency help and advice.

RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS (Since last publication of Contact Magazine)

WD/D/20/000891: Land and buildings known as Ridge Farm, Barr Lane, Chickerell: Erect new barn.

WD/D/20/000682: 67 East Street: Detached pool enclosure in rear garden.

WD/D/20/000939: 9 Lower Putton Lane: Conversion of loft space and insertion of dormer window.

WD/D/20/001120: 432 Chickerell Road: Erection extension to existing nursing home, internal alterations with 

conversion of outbuildings to offices, stores and staff accommodation.

WD/D/20/001122: 432 Chickerell Road: Amendment to planning permission WD/D/19/000728: Amendments to 

internal layout and reduce number of additional bedrooms to 12. Alterations to 2nd floor terrace and ground floor 

garden terrace. Widening of ramped car park entrance. Conversion of outbuildings and increase in on-site parking 

remain as previously approved.

WD/D/20/001303: 456A Chickerell Road: Erect 1no. dwelling and widen existing vehicle access. 

*******************************************************************************************

FROM COUN JOHN WORTH: Due to the current situation I will not be holding councillor surgeries for the 

time being. However if anyone needs to contact me they can phone or email.  My contact details are:

Mobile: 07787229052 Phone:  01305 835805 Email:  Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

*******************************************************************************************

LITTER PLEA: From a Chickerell Resident: Can I please make a plea, apart from the usual request for dog 

owners to pick up after their dogs, that if people use the Willowbed field for picnics, can they please take their 

rubbish home, especially if the bins are already nearly full? It is noticeable that the bins are overflowing some days 

and much of it could be taken home and recycled in the household recycling bin. If there is food in the rubbish as 

well, the gulls often have a field day picking it out. It is also such a pity that there are still plastic single use bottles

being left on the Willowbed field and by the side of the road. Please, please recycle and help save the planet for 

future generations.                                                                                                          Name and address supplied
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http://www.westdorsetca.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping%20or%20call%2001305%20221040
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/flytipping%20or%2001305%20221040
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:Cllrjohn.worth@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


NICK’S NOTES ON THE NIGHT SKY 

COMET NEOWISE

First discovered in March, comet Neowise has been thrilling night sky watchers during 

July, when it was visible with the naked eye but by early August you will probably need 

binoculars to see it.  It appears around an hour after dark, and can be seen throughout 

the night, in the north west sky.  It will get progressively dimmer as it heads toward the 

outer solar system and will not been seen again for another 6,800 years!

*******************************************************************************************



A Walk with Stan Groves – with poetry by  John Clare

A Northern Stroll 

Starting at the layby just past Morn Lodge, we stroll across to the gate and into ‘Higher Jonathan’ Meadow, where 

we turn left into ‘Lower Jonathan’. From there we turn north and into the Moor, where there are:

Swamps of wild rush beds

And sloughs squashy traces

Rows of rough Fallow

With thistles and Weeds

Here my memory takes me back to the 60s, when coming with my family this way, we had to jump from one rush-

bed to another to avoid getting wet feet from the boggy moorland.  This route take us to the stile, which takes us 

into the ‘Orchard’; a splendid woodland with a small stream next to the footpath. We are still in the ‘South 

Buckland Valley’ but as we stroll on up, we reach the ‘Langton Ridge’. From here we see the old dairy buildings, 

including a semi-detached house with one up and one down, which is slowly wearing away and the water hole, 

just over the back towards our biggest woodland ‘Broad Coppice’. As I look around me, I once again feel that 

great joy to be here. 

Oh native endearments

I will not forsake thee

I will not forsake thee

For sweetest of scenes.

Ahead of us we see the ‘Whitmoor Vale’, where the stream starts just westward in the ‘Whitmoor Wood’ and 

embraces a large pond. This stream continues under the coast road and along this wide valley. To this day, we can 

still see the remains of the wooden structure which created the mead, which was last used in about 1946. As we 

stand here, we visualise a wide sheet of water, within the two slopes, with the grass twisting its way up where the 

sun will supply the glucose and the cows, up to their knees, will feed and allow the ‘Higher Meadow’ to grow 

back for early spring (as most weeds don’t grow through water). This stream carries on eastwards and just north of 

Buckland Ripers Church, then under the road at Nottington and into the river Wey.

Long my dear Valleys, long, long may ye flourish

Though Rush-beds and thistles make most of your pride

May showers never fail the greens Daisies to nourish

Nor Suns dry the Fountain that rills by its side

Your Skies may be gloomy, and misty your mornings

Your flat swampy Valleys unwholesome may be

Still refuse of nature, without her adornings

Ye are dear as this heart in my bosom to me.

*******************************************************************************************

A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE JANUARY 1994:  We were recently contacted by a reader 

asking if we knew anything about a decoy at Chickerell during the Second World War. I remembered we had an 

article about this very topic and found it was published in the above issue, as part of the 50th anniversary of the D 

Day Landings. As we have been commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day and the 80th anniversary of the 

Battle of Britain, I thought it might be a good idea to print part of it again. It was sent in by Mr Marshallsay. Of 

course in 1994, the oil tanks on the road to Portland (which the decoy protected during the war) were still there:

..Craftsmen from the Denham film studios, sworn to secrecy, created a decoy that would look, when seen from the 

sky, to be the same as the area of Portland where the oil tanks sat beside the beach road. Full size copies of the 

tanks, made from plywood, were built and sited parallel with the Chesil Beach, as at Portland. To make it more 

realistic, slatted lamps that cast a discreet downward light were positioned around the fake tanks. To complete the 

fake look, a building made of wood lathes and straw bales was set opposite the site across the Fleet on Chesil 

Beach. This was built with an apex roof and at its entrance doorway was another slatted light. It was meant to 

mimic the nearest large structure by the oil tanks on Portland – the Masonic Hall.  The small decoy, built with 

utmost secrecy by a few men, was at Chickerell Hive. It came under Admiralty command. A Chief Petty Officer 

and four service men, armed for their protection, maintained the decoy and directed its operation from within an 

underground bunker, which had bunks and a telephone. To make great columns of black smoke rise high up in the 

sky, there was coal, rags, paraffin, diesel and oil put together in baskets of incendiaries. In a raid, orders to light 

the volatile mix came from Nottington House at Nottington, the control centre for Weymouth at the time. Once the 

order ‘action, light up incendiaries’ had been given, ignition was made automatically from the control bunker… 



A LOOK BACK TO CONTACT MAGAZINE – MAY, JUNE, JULY & AUGUST 1988

MAY 1988

• The Fisherman’s Arms (on Lower Putton Lane) was to be the venue for the choosing of the Chickerell Carnival 

Princess in May 1988. 

• Parish Council news for this month included the consideration of tenders for the first survey of the ‘recreational 

land on the Chickerell Downs development. 

• The local MP, Sir James Spicer, had written to parish councils across West Dorset asking for them to identify 

small sites which could be bought cheaply by Housing Associations to provide low cost housing either on a 

part purchase or outright purchase basis. Chickerell Parish Council supported it if it was a small site providing 

low-cost starter homes for local young people: ‘the main problem would be to find suitable sites that could be 

purchased cheaply.

• The parents association of Chickerell Primary School needed to raise £800 each year ‘simply to cover ongoing 

commitments such as subsidising the cost of the coaches used for swimming lessons and sports matches, 

providing money for books, paying various insurances, giving every leaver a class photograph and last, but not 

least in the children’s eyes, finding the children’s parties’.

• The newly formed Chesil Area Society said it was alarmed to find that the county council had been given ‘only 

three weeks to respond to the Department of Energy’s request for permits to carry out exploratory drilling 

operations for oil in Lyme Bay.’ People were being urged to join the society, which had already sent a letter of 

concern to national newspapers and MPs. 

• Abbotsbury Swanherd John Fair reported Bird News which included three Hen Harriers seen along The Fleet 

that winter. One female Hen Harrier was observed by John having a ‘dust up’ with a Raven on Chesil Bank. 

The other two, a male and female, moved from Tidmoor Range to West Bexington. 

JUNE 1988

• Edward Dine took over as the new parish chairman from Derek Woodland, who had been in the role for the 

past four years.

• The Chesil Area Society had more details of the exploratory oil drilling plan for Lyme Bay. The area concerned 

ran from Lyme Regis to St Albans Head and would be subdivided into 25 blocks for which the oil companies 

would have to make bids. The society said it had succeeded in asking the Department of Energy to allow 

Dorset County Council more time to respond to the plan; ‘Oil Exploration Licences can be stopped…East 

Sussex County Council has been able to block a test drilling permit’. 

JULY 1988

• Contact celebrated its 150th edition. Geoff Bailey stated: ‘We hope that because of its unfailing appearance, no-

one will take it for granted’. There were three reports of vandalism; stones, windows and locks had been broken 

on the Congregational church, the football hut had been broken into and the play area damaged.

• The Parish Council reported that a safety surface had been laid at the play area opposite the school (this was 

when it was in East Street) at a cost of £2,380 plus VAT. 

• The Chesil Area Society said it was making a survey of the Chesil Area in order to try and formulate a realistic 

plan for the future and was keen to seek comments on how people felt the area should develop. 

AUGUST 1988

• The Editor announced that Chickerell Carnival committee’s dream of a village community centre was now not 

far away: ‘Consultants are now working on lay-out plans for a community centre and play area’ (which was to 

become the Willowbed Hall and field)

• Chickerell suffered from more vandalism to the play area and litter bins. The Parish Council warned it could 

not afford to keep repairing the play area and it could not afford to replace the damaged litter bins. 

• A letter was published from 95 year-old Len Rolfe, who moved to Chickerell with is parents and sister in 1900. 

His father’s sister and her husband had offered Len’s father a job. They owned the Supply Stores in Chickerell. 

Len Rolfe took over the business with his cousin when his aunt and uncle died. His customers came from Fleet 

and Langton Herring as well as Chickerell. Len remembered the ‘deep snow’ when as all the roads were cut 

off, the village policeman helped out by taking supplies by boat up the backwater (The Fleet lagoon) to the 

Coastguard station at Langton (Herring). He added his thanks to all the people who stepped in to help with 

deliveries especially during the Second World War when the store’s driver, Mr W Randall, had been called up 

and was then very seriously wounded at Arnhem.



NATURE NOTES: What has been seen in Chickerell: I think during lockdown, when it was so quiet at times, 

many people noticed how much louder birdsong appeared to be. The little flock of goldfinches certainly made the 

most of the quiet. The birdsong was an uplifting sound for many, along with seeing the return of all the House 

Martins and Swifts, high up in the sky over the village. One early morning I also saw something I had never seen 

before – a sparrow trying to catch a moth. He was flying and hopping all around the Willowbed Hall car park but 

he never did manage to catch it!  Butterflies have also been in abundance; Red Admirals, Speckled Woods and 

Ringlets, and a Comma butterfly, that had just emerged in the sunshine, behind the electricity station. In the 

hedgerows by the Fleet, clouds of Meadow Brown butterflies fluttered out as we passed by one sunny day. 

A History of Chickerell Post Office - with thanks to Charlie Oldridge

Above picture courtesy of Charlie Oldridge.

The earliest Post Office in Chickerell was in the mid 

1840s and was situated at the Higher End of East 

Street. The Postmaster was Thomas Spreak Randall, 

who was married to Elizabeth (nee Oldridge) in 

November 1839.  Prior to setting up the Post Office, 

Thomas was employed as an agricultural labourer. 

By 1848 it was mentioned in Kelly’s Directory (a 

directory of businesses covering local areas). The 

entry in the directory stated that letters arrived from 

Weymouth at 9.45am and were dispatched from 

Chickerell at 4pm.

The Post Office was in existence in the days of horse 

transport. The railway did not reach Weymouth until 

January 1857, which was more than 10 years after 

Chickerell Post Office came into existence. 

Although the Royal Mail used horse transport, probably in the 

early days it would have come from Weymouth by someone 

pushing a hand barrow. The population of Chickerell at this time 

was 531 with 131 houses, 16 of which were unoccupied. 

Bread was also sold at the Post Office because Thomas Randall 

took over the bakery up Carters Lane from George Allen in the 

1840s. On the opposite side of the road at Higher End was The 

Three Mariners pub, the school and the Red Lion ale house as 

well as the bakehouse. 

The Post Office did not act as a money order office until some 

time after 1875 but by 1889 it was a Post and Money Order 

Office, Savings Bank and Annuity and Insurance Office.

When Thomas was in his mid fifties, his son George Oldridge 

Randall took over the bakery but he had worked in it from his 

school days and of course, you could still buy bread in the post 

office.

In the 1871 Census Jane Eliza Randall, the eldest daughter, who 

had also helped in the Post Office since her school days, was 

described as a letter deliverer.

MOVE TO NORTH SQUARE

Above picture shows the house that was 

Chickerell’s second post office (the 

entrance was via a door in a one storey 

thatched cottage attached on the left).

During the 50 years Thomas and his family ran the Post Office, the population had increased from around 530 to 

814 in 1891 and the number of houses increased from 131 (inclusive of the empty ones) to 217 (also inclusive of 

the empty ones).

In 1895 both Thomas and Elizabeth died and the Post Office moved to North Square where in later years more 

people thought it was the first, not knowing about the one at Higher End, which had been in existence for 

approximately 50 years prior. It had been run by Thomas Randal for all 50 years making him probably the longest 

serving postmaster that Chickerell ever had. 

The original Post Office at Wyke Regis opened in 1856, a decade later than Chickerell. 

(In 1917 the Post Office moved from North Square to a cottage opposite the Turks Head and then to its current 

site in 1920. It has been altered extensively since)

*****************************************************************************************



NATURE NOTES EXTRA: What has been seen in Chickerell: Swarms of flying ants: Anyone who was out 

and about in Chickerell in the early evening of July 17th would have witnessed quite a sight. In and around the 

Willowbed field and right across to the new Fry’s estate off Putton Lane flying ants in their tens of thousands took 

to the skies. They were pouring out of cracks in the soil and joins in the kerbs. It was very humid and sunny, just 

the right conditions for them to take to the wing. The gulls were making the most of the feast by soaring high in 

the sky to feed and so for once, were quiet, concentrating on their supper. Ants swarm to mate and many species 

of ants do this; red and black. Females are four or five times the size of males. Swarming is the only time you get 

male ants (called drones); colonies are essentially 100per cent female. Male ants do not have any function in a 

colony and only appear in mating season when they develop from unfertilised eggs. Once mated, the females land 

quite a way away; they bite off their wings and start a new colony. 

*******************************************************************************************



ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHICKERELL & HOLY TRINITY, FLEET

www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk, T: 01305 319 369  E. jeremybrading@gmail.com.   Follow us on Facebook

Worship under COVID-19 Restrictions

• We are operating a limited timetable of services at the moment, due to COVID-19

• In order to maintain social distancing, we are also only able to admit 15 people into church for any one 

service.   

• If you wish to attend a church service, please pre-arrange your visit with the Rector.

• Please adhere to the Government’s directives relating to the COVID-19 outbreak.    

• Wear a face mask at all times in church, and observe the social distancing protocols

• If you are suffering from any of the possible COVID-19 symptoms, please self isolate at home.

Service Times Church opening Times 

Sundays 10am 11am - 2pm

Wednesdays 10am 11am - 2pm

Services available to view at: https://tinyurl.com/yadajky7

For more information, see church noticeboards, posters throughout Chickerell and on St Mary Chickerell 

Facebook.Visit stmaryschickerell.co.uk for more details. 

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL METHODIST CHURCH: DT3 4DX

The Methodist Church is situated on the corner of North Square and West Street in Chickerell and is home to the 

Ducklings Pre-School.

Since the closure of churches in March due to Coronavirus, our members and friends have been able to access 

three forms of service each Sunday.  A live service on Zoom, attended by about 75 families from all over the 

Dorset South and West Circuit; a short service available each week on the website www.dsw.church; and finally 

using weekly written service sheets delivered to each member of the congregation.

Coffee mornings have been held over the past weeks on Zoom (but folk had to make their own coffee).  It was a 

chance to get together to exchange recipes, arrange meetings (socially distanced of course) and generally hear 

other opinions on matters concerning us at the time.

The Ducklings Pre-School returned on 8th June following deep cleaning and completion of the necessary 

Government and Methodist assessments.  It was necessary to get the water checked for Legionella as it had not 

been used for so many weeks.

We are hoping to open the Church for personal prayer soon following the necessary assessments and arrangements 

for socially distancing.  It is not anticipated that we will start regular Sunday Services until September and we will 

be reviewing the situation during the coming weeks.

Groups who meet at the chapel are on hold at present.  Hopefully there will be something positive to announce in 

the next edition of Contact.  All our thoughts and prayers are that there will be an end to the restrictions but in the 

meantime, remember that Coronavirus is still around and be aware of the social distancing, hand-washing, wearing 

of masks, etc.; advice that is regularly given. Keep safe.          Pam Woodland, Church Secretary (01305 782429)

*******************************************************************************************

CHICKERELL GOSPEL HALL:   www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk

*******************************************************************************************

PRAYERHOUSE CHICKERELL, East Street, (by library). Contact David and Caroline White at 

chickerell@theprayerhouse.co.uk or 01305 759968 www.prayerhousechickerell. 

*******************************************************************************************

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA, PARISH CHURCH, 1 STAVORDALE 

ROAD, WEYMOUTH. Tel: 786033.   

******************************************************************************************

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ‘THE LIGHT’  St John Ambulance Hall, Westwey Road

******************************************************************************************

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS Tel: 01305 787240. 396 Chickerell Rd. 

*******************************************************************************************

QUAKERS: Call 01305 788452 for more information.

CHURCHES PAGE FOR AUGUST

http://www.stmaryschickerell.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/yadajky7
http://www.chickerell-gospel-hall.co.uk/
http://www.prayerhousechickerell/


A SPACE THIS SIZE IS A 1/10th BOX 

(5.2cm high x 9.2cms across)

Prices are:

£14.00 an issue

£74.00 for six issues

£134.00 for 11 issues (double issue dec/jan each year)

All discounts must be paid for in advance

Deadline for adverts and payments is 5pm on the 15th of 

the month prior to the month of publication

Please make your cheque payable to Contact Magazine 



**********************************************************************************************************************
ADVERTS

POWER YOGA class normally 6 - 7pm, Aerobics + Body Conditioning class 7.30 – 8.30pm on Mondays, Total 

Body Conditioning 7 – 8pm on Thursdays, at the Dance Studio, Budmouth Community Sports Centre. Power Yoga 

9.30 – 10.30am  and Primetime Yoga & Gentle Exercise Class 11am - 12pm, both held on Wednesdays at St 

Andrew's Church Rooms, Preston. Contact Jo Damen 01305 815847 or 07518364953 for information.

*********************************************************************************************************************************

GRASS CUTTING Simon’s lawn mowing service. From a postage stamp to a couple of acres. Established in 

Chickerell for over 21 years – time flies! But still friendly, reliable and conscientious after two decades of trading. 

Phone 01305 830310.

*********************************************************************************************************************************

GUITAR TUITION From beginner ukulele to Grade 8 exam RSL ROCKSCHOOL electric guitar! Affordable one-to-

one lessons available for all ages from a highly experienced, friendly and patient pro musician and school teacher. 

Phone 07941590355 or email jamesukes@gmx.co.uk

Gardening Notes for August – from Carrie Dalby, Wyke Regis Horticultural Society

We seem to have traversed all the seasons during lockdown, leaving us confused - is this summer, or did we 

have that in April/May? Nature seems to have plodded on regardless. August may be hot and dry: watering is 

essential, but water is a scarce resource and water butts are more important than ever to save every drop; use 

one to save grey water. Water in the evenings to reduce evaporation and give the roots time to take it up -

avoid watering the leaves, but soak round the roots. This is important with containers, as the leaves deflect 

water. Continue to feed borders and pots regularly. Feed Camellias and Rhododendrons now, to boost flower 

buds for next year. Take semi-ripe cuttings: choose stems that have not borne flowers. Take Pelargonium 

cuttings and layer Dianthus stems. When deadheading, do some pruning, cutting down to a bud to encourage 

strong new growth. Prune all plants after flowering, including Roses. Leaves with blackspot or mildew 

should be removed and binned, not composted. Cut back Hardy Geraniums now to produce a second flush. 

Pot up strawberry runners and sow hardy annuals. Plant Hyacinth and Daffodil bulbs in pots now for a 

Christmas display. Vegetable growers have had a lot of aphids, particularly Blackfly on beans. Rather than 

resort to chemicals that kill all insects, spray directly with a soap solution. Use hand soap, not detergent. 

Detergent strips the natural waxy coating off stems, reducing the plant’s own protection. Soap simply 

suffocates the aphids.

******************************************************************************************************************

mailto:jamesukes@gmx.co.uk


KDL PLUMBING & HEATING
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, 

ball valves, radiator replacement, taps, 

burst pipes, washing machine and dishwasher 

installation, heating controls and more.

Free estimates and advice.

CALL KEVIN 8AM - 10PM 7 DAYS.

(01305) 709965

Mobile 0747-512-8249


